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Glossary

Pinyin is a phonetic representation of Chinese characters, it is not proper Chinese. In
the material in these books, we have only capitalized pinyin spellings that are
normally used as such in English. Those words are limited to the names of cities, such
as Beijing and Shanghai and family names.

In this text, we have used the more common pronunciation (shéi) for the character #E
instead of (shui). In dialogs, the pinyin representations for — (yi) and A~ (bu) have
been changed to reflect the way they are spoken in conversation. (Reference:
Grammar Text Appendix A — Tone Change Rules)
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Introduction to Studying Chinese

While there are many dialects of Chinese spoken throughout China, Mandarin is the
official language and most universally spoken in the country. As a written language, it
is universal to all the dialects. Chinese writing does not use letters; it uses ideographic
symbols called characters. Each character is one syllable. There is a phonetic system
for the characters that uses letters. This system, called pinyin, allows one to learn
pronunciation without much difficulty. Looking at the example below, it is apparent
that learning to speak Chinese is much easier than learning to read or write the
language.

Chinese Pinyin English
Characters Phonetic Representation Meaning
2% T can ting cafeteria
%)

Tones

In the example above, notice that each pinyin syllable has a mark over it. In the pinyin
pronunciation system, tones are accounted for by tone marks above each syllable. If
no tone mark is used, the tone is neutral. A neutral tone is spoken lightly. The tone
marks are shown below.

first tone second tone third tone fourth tone
- S S

‘_
Each tone has both pitch and inflection as the diagram below illustrates: 1st - a high,
flat tone, 2nd - a rising tone, 3rd - a tone that combines a falling and a rising inflection,
4th - a falling tone and a neutral tone that is soft and light.

1** tone — i high 5
yi shéng A "
P 4
nd
2" tone - I 2
th
er shéng T 3 4
C
3 tone = Gl H 2
rd
san shéng 3
low 1
4™ tone Iy 7 TIME
si shéng >
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The example below shows how different tones distinguish words that are otherwise
pronounced alike.

1* tone 2" tone 3" tone 4™ tone
= % 1) K
da da da da

to droop to answer to hit big

In China, you will often see pinyin writing on signs under characters. Pinyin spellings
are included on hotel signs, advertisements, road signs and buildings; however, tone
marks are only used in books, not on signs. People's names as well as city names,
such as “Beijing” and “Shanghai”, will appear in English writing as their pinyin
spellings.

The importance of using correct tones when speaking cannot be overemphasized.
Using incorrect tones makes it nearly impossible to understand what is being said.

For example, in the sentence below, notice how changing the tone of “han” changes
the meaning of the sentence.

Can you speak hanyt ? 4™ tone means.... Can you speak Chinese?
Can you speak héanyt ? 2" tone means.... Can you speak Korean?
Pronunciation

Most Chinese books for beginners have pinyin charts. All the sounds that are possible
to speak are on the chart. The easiest way to master pronunciation is to learn all the
sounds on the pinyin chart first. Learn to listen for them and learn to speak them. It
helps to review the rules, which are quite simple, at the beginning of your program.
This helps avoid confusion later on. For instance, the "uin" in {f "gudn" is not
pronounced the same as the the "udn" in & "xudn". An explanation of this chart is
given in the first appendix of this book.

After that, practice by repeating audio material and reading sentences aloud. First,
listening is improved, particularly in getting used to hearing tones. Additionally,
speaking the texts helps in two ways. First, speaking develops the mouth muscles
needed to say sounds that are unfamiliar. For instance, English has no equivalent
sound for the (ué) in H (yu¢) (month). Making this sound requires drawing in the
cheek muscles in a way not familiar to native English speakers. After speaking a
sound several times, the mouth muscles get used to it, and in time, it is gets easier.
Second and most importantly, English speakers aren't used to using tones. Repeating
the texts helps develop the habit of speaking the tones.
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After understanding how pinyin works, it is tempting to simply ignore characters in
your Chinese study program. While pinyin is indispensable when studying Mandarin,
Chinese characters are not the same as words. Very few spoken Chinese programs rely
solely on pinyin. This is true because a working knowledge of characters simplifies all
grammar explanations as well as vocabulary acquisition. While it isn't necessary to
learn to read or write proficiently, knowing how characters are manipulated to form
words and grammatical structures makes learning to speak Chinese much easier.

Characters
Each character represents a word or an idea. Many characters, in their monosyllabic
form, have meaning - but are not typically used alone. For instance, % (xid) means
"summer". However, "I like summer" is expressed as “I like & K (xia tian)”. In this
case, their monosyllabic forms are only used when listing them.

Bl EE L R A = P N R e &

Béijing  you sige  jijié, chin. xia. qit- dong.
Beijing has four seasons spring, summer, autumn,  winter

When listing things, in general, it is common to see or hear monosyllabic word forms.
On buses and subways there is usually a sign that says, “please offer your seat to 59
Jpik4% (130 ruo bing can yun)” (old, sick ,weak, disabled, pregnant). Each of these
individual characters has meaning when used alone, but are only used alone when in a
list. If one of these groups of people were mentioned, separately, they would use the
following multi-syllabic phrases:

ZEN lao nian rén senior citizens
EEINEETENPN shén ti xii rud de rén weak people
GR1PN shéng bing de rén sick people
BN can ji rén disabled
ME I L hudi yun de fu nii pregnant women

Consider the following mono-syllabic words:

A lao old 1 zhong  middle
4 nian  year AN rén person(s)

The following multi-syllabic words seem fairly intuitive

4E N zhong nian rén middle aged person(s)
ZAE N 1ao nian rén old aged person(s)

If both groups are referred to at the same time, a multi-syllabic phase is used to
express the combination of the groups as:
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4N zhong ldo nian rén both old age and middle aged person(s)
"Tea is enjoyed by many H Z4F A\ (zhong 140 nidn rén). "

Another example: the two syllable word for China is " [ (zhong gud), the two
syllable word for France is 7%:[¥| (f4 gu6). When referring to relations between the two
countries the first syllable of each word is used form the multi-syllabic phrase, "H7%
(zhong f3)", as in the sentence, "7/ (zhong f4) (Sino-French) relations are very
good" . The word for “desk” is 4~ (zhud zi) and the word for “chair” is #j¥- (yi zi)
but when referring to “desks and chairs” 5:47 (zhud yi) is used as in the sentence
“This room has no 544 (zhuo yi).”

The examples above illustrate the tendency of the language to be brief. Chinese have
a penchant for brevity and often shorten expressions. Similar to when people in the
U.S. are discussing a state university, it isn't uncommon to hear the word "state" being
used in place of a university's name. This is much more common in Chinese than in
English. For example, Jt5{ B 151H (Béi jing ti shii guin) [Beijing library] becomes
JEE (béi ti) or when referring to the bus stop for students going to the national
college entrance exams, =% 12 2E %534 (g3o ko de xué shéng ché zhan) [college
entrance exam student bus stop] you will hear, 2% 4 3i (kdo shéng zhan). This way of
making phrases, by dropping characters and combining them, is also how words are
formed.

To create a single multi-syllabic word, single characters are taken from other multi-
syllabic words and combined in the same way as the phrases discussed above. For
instance, YEA<)H (x1 yI dian), is a multi-syllabic word that means "laundry shop". The
words for "shop" and "clothes" are have two characters each; however, only one
character from each word is used to form the words "laundry shop".

wash clothes shop laundry shop
b (xi) KM (yifu)  F)E (shang dian)
EE) K (yD) Ji&5 (dian) PEACME (x1 y1 dian)

The list below further illustrates how this works. Knowing these associations helps
simplify learning new words. Notice that in the word <l (y1 fu), Al (fr) is spoken in
the neutral tone and in the word JIk %% (fa wr), JIX (ft) is spoken in the 2™ tone.

[55) yu rain
~ RN xia yu to rain
A& yu yi raincoat
i y1 clothes
PN da big
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N Fid da y1 coat

i Ji[4 y1 fu clothes
il fu serve, serve as
4% wu to be engage in
i %5 i wu service
Mk 4 1 fawuyuan service person
= 4% yiwl medical matters
= y1 medicine, doctor
Bz 4 = yiwushi clinic
‘= shi room

In the word list above, knowing that the character i (yuan) in the word iz 4% 5 (fa wu

yuan) indicates a kind of job title, makes learning new words such as the ones below
easier.

I+ di zi to type

50 dd zi yudn typist

KAT fei xing to fly

KITH fei xing yuan pilot

508 shang dian store, shop
i I dian yuan sales clerk

itF hai sea

i3 I hédi yudn sailor

However, ignoring the characters altogether, simply studying the language using
pinyin, increases the chances of making wrong associations when learning new words.
For instance, the character 71(yuan) (service person) has the same pronunciation as
the character that means "an area of land for growing plants" or "a place for public
recreation", (yuan). Limited to only using pinyin, a beginner might mistakenly
assume the word for "garden", f£ il (hua yuan), to mean "gardener".

# hua yuan garden
4 dong wu yuan 700

N E[ gong yuan public park
% | Xid0 yuan campus

The examples above illustrate that including characters in Chinese study programs
simplifies vocabulary acquisition, by showing associations that make learning new
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words easier, as well as avoiding confusion through wrong associations.

While it isn't necessary to learn to read or write proficently, when learning to speak
Chinese, a familiarity with characters helps immensely in understanding the language
and avoiding confusion. Deciding to include characters in a course of study brings up
the question "how can a beginner remember new characters?"

Radicals

When people try to remember unfamiliar things, such as Chinese characters, it is
necessary to associate this new information with something familiar, to develop
memory hooks. Native English speakers have little experience in remembering, what
appear to be, pictures. In an effort to remember characters, a common mistake many
beginners make is to create their own "personal" memory associations or memory
hooks. They construct mental images that help them remember the complexities of
each character. For instance, "This looks like a house and that looks like a pillow, so
this character looks like a pillow on a house." Do not do this! This leads to
remembering a very complicated set of pictures that becomes very difficult to manage.
There is an easier way deal with remembering characters. To simplify reading
characters, it is important to understand that each character is composed of common
elements that are called radicals. There are around 241 radicals. Using radicals makes
recognizing and remembering characters much easier. In the example below, notice
how each radical on the left is used in the characters on the right. Also notice that the
radicals may not always appear exactly the same in different characters.

Radical Characters

+ E Pt B o4 Bk OB
J] A% 0 U H M

Sometimes, knowing the meaning of a radical makes understanding the meaning of a

character it is used in easier to remember. For instance, Y is the radical for water. It

is called "three dot water". In the example below, knowing the meaning of this radical
makes it easier to remember the meaning of the characters that it is in.

(xi) wash (hdi) sea (hé) lake (jiang) river

e i o] I

In the following example, 7k is the radical for wood, which is in the characters that
mean "tree" and "forest".

(mu) wood (shu) tree (lin) forest

ZS 2] 2N
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Understanding radicals makes recognizing characters much easier and systematic. As
in the examples above, there are some radicals that help reveal a characters meaning.

In the example below, the meaning of the radicals do not reveal the meaning of the
character; however, remembering the character for the word "building" isn't so hard if

you know the radicals.
/ * mi (rice)

16u (building) % |nli (woman)

mu (wood) K Té

Understanding radicals makes it possible to become familiar with characters in a
systematic way. As in the example above, the character for "building" breaks down
into its component parts, radicals. Using these radicals allows learners to have a
consistent set of memory hooks when dealing with characters.

As we have seen, while characters seem difficult, learning to recognize them is
manageable. Know how characters are used to form words as well as how radicals
form characters makes remembering this new kind of information much easier.
Relying solely on pinyin when learning to speak, can make it more difficult than it
needs to be, having a familiarity with Chinese characters makes learning new words
easier.

Grammar is also simplified by understanding characters. While Chinese grammar is
not difficult, the sentence structures are much easier to understand if characters are
not ignored. This is evident from the beginning. The following unit is a summary of
the contents of this book. These examples make it clear how understanding characters
helps in understanding basic grammar.
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Summary of this Book

For English speakers, the Chinese language appears quite difficult. Since it is
character based and uses tones, it seems that nothing is familiar. However, there are
some similarities between the languages. Both Chinese and English have a subject-
verb-object (SVO) sentence structure within their grammar rules. Furthermore,
Chinese basic sentence structures, such as those that express numbers, places,
directions, measure words, prepositions, comparisons, time durations and conditional
statements are very dependent on word order. This makes it fairly easy to understand
and learn Chinese grammar. The units at the end of the book explain directional
compliments, #! (b#) sentences, which are OSV (object-subject-verb), and #% (béi)
sentences, which are passive voice sentences.

Summary of Verbs
One of the main differences between Chinese and English is that Chinese is a verb-
centered language and English is noun-centered. In Chinese, there are more kinds of
verbs and prepositions are used much less. The examples below will help new
learners understand how characters work and how Chinese verbs are used.

Basic SVO sentence:

Subject Verb Object
& Iz, AR
wo chi kaoya
I eat roast duck.

(Unit 1) To make a sentence negative, add no/not, 4~ (bu) in front of the verb:

Subject Verb Object
& ANHzZ, FEG
wo bucht kdoya

I don't eat roast duck.

To make the statement into a question, add 'ma "' at the end.

This sentence means “Do you eat roast duck?”

i Iz, ey e} ?
ni cht kaoya ma?
You eat roast duck (question)
(Unit 2) '"To Be' Verb Sentences

The 'to be' verb, #& (shi), is used the same way in both Chinese and English.
Notice that common nouns do not have plural forms, only a few pronouns have
plural forms.

I & Z I AT = Z
wO shi laoshi. wO men shi laoshi.
| am teacher We are teachers.
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o AR . Al AN 2

wO bt shi laoshi. wO men bt shi laoshi.
I am not teacher. We are not teacher(s).
(Unit 5) No Verb - 'to be' Verb Sentences
If the entire predicate is an adjective, then no verb is needed.
£5a 1. £14 At
wo mang. wo bu  mang.
| busy I not  busy.

In these kinds of sentences, an adverb of degree is usually used to modify the
adjective. If {8 (hén) is used it does not carry any meaning, it simply makes the
sentence grammatically correct. In the sentences below, FF7 (féi chang) does carry
the meaning “very”.

& 1R 1, & AR 1.
wo hén mang. wo fei chang mang.
I busy. I very busy.
(Unit 14) No Verb - 'to be' Verb Sentences

If a place name follows 7E (zai) then it carries the 'to be' meaning, which
means “to be at a [place name]”

Subject Verb Object Other verbs that carry the meaning “to be”
b, s e are covered in Unit 1:
ta zai tashiiguén. 4  xing to be named
He is at library. ny jiao to be called
s ANTE R RLE
ta bu zai tushiigudn.
He is not at library
(Unit 14) Prepositions
7E (zai) may function as a preposition in sentences with other verbs.
Subject (at  place) Verb Object
fth o AR & K.
ta zai tashiguan kan baozhi.
He at  library read newspaper
(Unit 7) “to have” verbs

In sentences below, 4 (ydu) is used to express 'to have'.
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#, 11 — 3 1.

wo you yixié yingwén shil.
I have some English book(s).
(Unit 4) Measure Words

There are no articles (a, an, the) in Chinese. When specifying a number of nouns,
measure words (MW) (ig1#], liang ci), sometimes called 'classifiers', are used. In
English, this is comparable to "piece" in a "piece of cake" or "sheet" in a "sheet of
paper". There are over 140 measure words and they are required for almost all nouns
in Mandarin. The measure word /> (ge) can be used to refer to almost anything. It
isn't considered fluent Chinese but it will get your meaning across. Therefore, one (of
something) is —~™ (yi ge), two is /(lidng ge) and three is —“>(san ge). In the
example below, 4% (bén) is the measure word for books.

£59 f = N 5'8 1.
wo you san bén ying wén shii.
I have three MW English book(s).

In action verb sentences, measure words are used between the verb and the object:

Subject Verb number MW Object
E29 (PN Iz, = it Mo
wo mgéitian chi san dun fan.

I everyday eat three meals.

(Unit 18) How Often / How Many Times

The words that express the number of occurrences are also placed between the verb
and the object.

Subject Verb number MW Object
E5a (PN & ] N i
wO meitian kan lidang ci XINWéN -
I everyday watch two times news.
(Unit 15) There is / are

English sentences beginning with 'there is', meaning 'there exists', are expressed
using 7 (you), fE(zai), and J&(shi).

fE (zai)  There is a chair on the left side of the desk.

v 1t RO Jeill
yi zi zai zhud zi de zuo bian.
Chair is at desk’s right side
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H (ybu)  There is a dormitory beside the library.

SRt 5534 f — (R
tu shii guan de  péang bian you yige su she.
Library’s side has one (MW) dormitory

72 (shi) There is a chair behind the desk.

ARt Jrid v —it Ry
zhuo zi de hou bian shi yi ba yi zi.
Desk's backside is one (MW) chair.

(Unit 10 - 12)  Action Verbs
The examples below illustrate how word order is fixed concerning time. The time an
action occurs must go at the beginning of the sentence or directly after the subject.

Subject Time Verb Object
* IR 172 JEN
woO mingtian chi kaoya

I tomorrow eat roast duck
Time Subject Verb Object
HIR * 172 JEH
mingtian wo chi kdoya
tomorrow | eat roast duck

Action verbs can be used alone, but they usually have an object. For example, &
(kan) can mean to look, see, watch or read, depending on the object that follows it.
The examples below illustrate how 7 (kan) is used in several different verb-object
phrases. The first example, & 15 (kan shii) usually refers to the general idea of

reading, as in “I like to read.” Action verbs may also be used alone as one word
answers.

Verb-Object Phrase English Meaning
EFPH kan shu read books, reading (in general)
EHEY kan dian ying watch movies
ENK kan péng you see friends
EIRAL kan bao zhi read newspapers
ek kan za zhi read magazines
Subject Time Verb Object
E5d (SFN ) P A Fd.
wo m¢éi tian kan lidng bén zazhi.
I everyday  read two MW magazine(s).

Page 18 of 265
Chinese OCW Conversational Chinese is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 2.5 China Mainland License. Based on work at Chinese www.chineseocw.com




(Unit 10) Habitual or Intentional Actions (Action Verbs)

Units 10 — 12 explain that, in Chinese, there are no verb tenses. Verbs are habitual /
intentional, in progress or completed. Context determines if the verb indicates a
habitual or intentional action.

What do you do on weekends?  Fk; FER I read. (habitual)
What will you do tonight? 55 EHFH. I will read.  (intentional)
wo  kan sha.

(Unit 11) Actions in Progress (Action Verbs)
Using 1E7E (zhéng zai) or 7E (zai) before an action verb are two ways, of several,
that may used to express an actions in progress.

55 FALE E. I am reading.
wo zheéng zai kan shi. (action is in progress)
I (in progress) read.

This is not the same as English present tense, an action in progress may occur in a
future or past time frame. In the sentences below, example sentence 1 shows a
continuing action in the past, and example sentence 2 shows a continuing action in the
future.

Example 1: At 9 pm last night, he was doing homework.

ER Wi JUH ftb IEAE i PR
zu6 tidan  wan shang  jit didn ta zhéng zai Zuo Zuo ye
Yesterday  evening 9o0’clock  he (in progress) do  homework.

Example 2:  When you come to the school tomorrow, we could be having class.

HiPN (i K =21 s i,
ming tian ni lai xué xiao deshihou,
Tomorrow you come school (when)

A Alfig IE7E "

wO men ké néng zhéng zai  shang ké.
we possible (action in have class
progress)
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(Unit 12) Completed Actions (Action Verbs)
The particle T (le) is used to express that actions have been completed.

k& g = KX A
wo  kan le san bén  sha. I have read 3 books.
I read (completed 3 MW books.
action)

Using the particle J (le) is not the same as using past tense in English, it indicates an
actions completion, which may occur in a future time frame.

Example: After we eat breakfast we will go.

R 7 1 LR LU Al i o
ming tian chile zdaofan  yihou wo men jiu zOu.
Tomorrow eat breakfast after we then £o.

(completed
action)

When indicating a completed action, | (le) means different things depending on
where it is in the sentence. Placing | (le) after the verb, places more emphasis on the
specific action. For example, after noticing someone has walked away, the speaker
would say 2= THFJL? (ta qu le ndr ?) — “Where did he GO?”. Placing | (le) at the
end of the sentence places more emphasis on the overall situation. For example, after
a prolonged search for someone, the speaker would say . 25Wf )L T ? (ta qu nir le?)
— “Where has he gone?” .

(Unit 13) When T (le) is used to indicate a Change of State

When using 1 (le) to indicate a change of state, it indicates that (1) the state has
actually changed, (2) it has changed relative to what a person (speaker or listener)
thought it was or (3) that someone has made a new discovery.

(1) PR (xia yli) means rain. In this sentence, [ ] (xia yi le) (It is raining), I (le)
is used to express a change of state. It wasn’t raining before and the speaker saying
that it is raining now.

(2) In the sentence below, the listener did not realize that the speaker was going out
out of town on Monday. | (le) is placed at the end of the sentence because this is a
change of state that the listener was not aware of. The speaker realizes that the listener
didn’t realize this new information, so the speaker adds 1 (le).

A K G 7= IE
xia gé xingqiyl ~ wo jiu chiichai leo
next Monday I (emphasis)  travel on business change of state

(3) fih 1R i1 (ta hén gao) means “he is tall”. However, if a relative had not seen a child
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for a long time, the speaker could say fit. /5 T (ta gao le). In this case, T (le)
indicates a discovery has been made.

(Unit 17) % (zhe) is used to indicate a state or action is continuing.

The door is open. The teacher is standing.
subject predicate = subject  predicate *
verb verb
] i H A i &
mén kai zhe lao shi zhan zhe
the door open continuing teacher stand  continuing
state action
Mother is carrying a child.

subject  predicate verb = object

Y 1 5 Z%y

mama bao zhe hai zi

Mother carry continuing action child

(Units 24 and 25) Auxiliary Verbs
Auxiliary verbs are used before verb-object phrases to show intention, desire or
ability. In this case the verb-object phrase becomes the object.

Subject Verb Object
Subject Auxiliary Verb Verb - Object
£59 i Wz e
WO xiang chi fan.
I would like to eat a meal

(Unit 22) Verb “Compliments of Results”

Verb compliments are adjectives and verbs that are attached to verbs to complete
their meanings. There are many kinds of compliments including those that express
duration, quantity, degree, direction, possibility or result. A compliment of result
completes the meaning of a verb by indicating what results the action produced. For
instance, adding 5¢ (wan) (to finish) after the verb Iz (chi) (to eat) becomes Iz 5¢
(chi wan) (finish eating).

£59 R g Z 5¢ .
wo mgéitian qidian chi wan fan.
I everyday 7 o'clock eat (finish) meal.
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Unit 22 covers 7 verbs that are commonly are used as “compliments of results”,

L M 5 el 1 7 7t

understand see finish arrive to be at give start

For example: If someone can read Chinese & # (kan dong) would be used. means “to
understand through reading”. & (kan) means to read and {# (dong) means to
understand.

Unit 22 also covers 5 adjectives are also used as compliments of results.

Xt i iy T uf
dui cuo gingchu ganjing hao

For example, if someone made a mistake when speaking, ¥4 (shud cud) would be
used. Vi (shud) means “to speak” and 4} (cud) means “incorrect”.

(Unit 23) Directional Verbs

|+ (shang) and I (xia) are used as the first character of verb-object phrases that
indicate direction. |- (shang) is used for actions that involve: ‘going up’, ‘going in’,
or ‘getting started’; [ (xia) is used for actions: ‘going down’, ‘going out’, or
‘finishing’. For instance, #% (16u) means “floor (of a building)”, 4% (shang 16u)
refers to the action of going upstairs and F#% (xia 16u) means the action of going
downstairs.

% shang  ché get in a vehicle
T % xia che get out of a vehicle
F AR%E shang  qiché get in a car
3R %4 shang  gong gong qi ché get on a bus
= BE shang ban start work
¥ xia ban get off work
S shang ke start class
T # xia ke end class
E29 (SN g sl i AP ST B
woO méitian qidian shang gong gong qi ché.
I everyday 7 o'clock get on public bus

Note: In Unit 16, [ (shang) and T (xid) are the second character used in location
words, for instance, #% I (16u shang) (upstairs) and £ T (16u xia) (downstairs).
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(Unit 30) £(qu) and K (l4i) - USED AS - Simple Compliments of Direction

A directional compliment indicates the direction of the action in a sentence (relative to
the speaker). In sentences 1, 2 and 3 the verbs 2:(qu) (go), >K (14i) (come) and %] (dao)
(arrive) are used as verbs. There is no compliment of direction in these sentences.

Subject Time Verb-Object English
1. fibs PN 2= b5, He will go to Beijing tomorrow.
ta ming tian qu Béijing.
2. fib, HH R Sk dbat. He will come to Beijing tomorrow.
ta ming tian lai Béijing.
3. fib, EEFN 2 Jb5t, He will arrive in Beijing tomorrow.
ta ming tian dao Béijing.

In sentences 4 and 5,  (qu) (go) and 3K (14i) (come) are used as simple compliments
of direction and are not the main verbs of the sentences.

Subject Time Verb-Object Compliment of Direction
4. b PN G| | %
ta ming tian dao  B¢ijing qu.
5. it IR 2o bt Ko
ta ming tian dao Béijing laio

4. He will arrive in Beijing tomorrow.  (Speaker is not in Beijing)
5. He will arrive in Beijing tomorrow.  (Speaker is in Beijing)

(Unit 30) £(qu) and 3K (14i)- USED IN - Compound Compliments of Direction
Z:(qu) (go) and >K(l4i) (come) are used with other verbs, that indicate direction, to
form compound compliments of direction which are used to compliment other verbs.

Verbs that express direction:

i w it th [E] it i
shang xia jin chii hui guo qi
goup/on  goout/down  enter exit return pass rise

When Z(qu) and 2K (l4i) are combined with the above verbs, they form the following
compound compliments of directions.
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Compound Compliments of Direction

>k shanglai  come up Bk jinlai come in

4 shangqu goup 4 jinqu go in

Tk xialai come down Hk  chulai come out

N2 xiaqu go down W2 chiqu  goout

B3 hui lai come back sk qilai start and continue
]2 huiqu go back

ok guolai come across

ofZ: guoqu g0 across

They may stand alone as verbs. In the sentence below, Hi>k (chii 14i) is used alone as
a verb with no object.

KBH M R HiK .
taiyang cong  dong bian chi lai
Sun from east comes up.

However, they are most commonly used to compliment other verbs. In the sentence
below, Hi>K (chii 14i) is used to compliment the verb £ (zou) to indicate "come out".

s MW Bl i HR I
ta cong  li bian zOu chi lai leo
He from inside walking comeout (completed action)

(Unit 31) Duration of Actions

This unit covers 10 sentence patterns used to express how long actions take,
depending on a variety of circumstances. For instance, if the verb can or cannnot
indicate a continuous action or if the action is still occurring at the time of speaking
which all use different sentence patterns depending on if the verb does or does not
have an object. It is important to understand how ] (le) is used in sentences when
lengths of time are stated. Comparing lengths of time are also covered in this unit.

This sentence means “He has been out of bed for 15 minutes”.

fib R RS T
ta qi chuang shi wii fén zhong
He get out of bed 15 minutes grammar particle

This sentence means “It took him 15 minutes to get up”.

fis R T k.

ta qi chuang shi wii fén zhong

He getout of bed  grammar particle 15 minutes
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(Unit 32) Modifying Verbs to the manner in which actions are done (38)(zhe)
This unit shows how # (zhe) and Hf: (de) are used to indicate the manner in which
something is done as well as how adjectives are reduplicated to show the manner in
which actions are done.

He sits to read. / He is sitting while reading.

subject verb %  predicate verb object
(to show manner)
fib AA H & 15
ta Zuo zhe kan shii
He sit read book

(Unit 33) # (bi) Sentences

This unit introduces how % (bd) is used to create Subject - Object -Verb sentences
that stress the change in the disposition of the object. This sentence pattern may not be
used unless there is a change in the disposition of the object. Extensive usage
examples are given.

Subject i Object Predicate Verb + other elements
doer of the action  #{%  receiver of the action the action
& i LA (N T
wo ba Ii wu bao shang le
I ba gift / gifts wrap completed action

(Unit 34) # (bei) Sentences
This unit introduces how # (b&i) is used to create passive sentences that use the
Subject - Object —Verb sentence pattern. Extensive usage examples are given.

My bicycle was stolen by a thief.

Subject b Object Predicate Verb  + other elements
(of )
receiver of the action ¥ doer of the action the action
) HATH {1 2N i T
wo de zixingcheé  bei Xido tou tou le
My bicycle thief steal completed action
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titles are used.

New Words
1. AN

WX N kW
=
el

25

1
10 HH
11. A%
12. R
13. &
14 4
15, if
16.  ft4
17. &
18. =+
19. £
20. |9
21 55
22. Ak
23. N
24. /Ml
25.
26. N
27. 5k

Unit 1

Greetings, Names, Titles
This unit teaches common ways of saying hello, asking simple questions and how

bu

gui
hao
hua
jiao
lao

lao sht
Li

ma
Ming
ming zi
ni

nin

nu shi

qing
shén me
shi
Wang
Wéi
wen

wo

xian sheng
x1d0
X130 ji€
xing

zai jian
Zhang

no
expensive, honorable, to be named (family name)
good

flower

to be called

old (people and animals - not objects)

teacher

plum, a common surname

modal particle used at the end of a sentence to
change a statement into a question
bright, a given name

name
you
you (formal, indicating respect)

Madam, lady, respectful way to address a woman
that is older than yourself
please

what

is, are, am

king, a common surname
great, a common given name
ask

I, me

mister, gentleman

little, small

young lady, Miss (title)
surname

good bye

a common surname
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Addressing friends, family, and coworkers

Names are written and spoken using surnames first. In China, when women marry
they do not change their surnames. Children have the same surnames as their fathers,
a few have the same surnames as their mothers. Family names are usually one
character, but may be two characters. Given names are usually one or two characters.
Friends will address each other by their full names. At work, colleagues address each
other using surnames preceded by titles or sometimes full names are used. Sometimes
young adults may be addressed by /> (xi#o) preceding their surnames and old people
by % (ld0) preceding their surnames. Superiors are addressed by their surnames
followed by their titles. For instance, "Hello, Wang Teacher" is a common greeting
used by students when addressing their teachers.

FeH: Wang xian sheng Mr. Wang

Z+ lao Wang Old Wang

Z=/NH Li xido jié Miss Li

NE xido Wang Little Wang

F 22 Wiang 130 shi Teacher Wang

5K HH B Zhang Ming Ming Zhang Ming Ming (full name)

T4t Wing n % shi Madam Wang (respectful way to address

a woman older than yourself)

Hello!
Whether meeting an old acquaintance or a friend, a common greeting in China is /R4f
(ni hdo). This literally means "you good" but conveys the meaning of "hello". F L
(zai jian), which literally means "again see", is used to say good bye.

Statements
yaa! nin hio! Hello! (respectful)
YRG! ni hio! Hello! (familiar)
I zai jian! Goodbye!
Names may be stated in three ways:
Pt o o w0 shi (full name) I am (full name)
g, . . wo jido (full name) I am called (full name)
k. . wO Xxing (surname) My surname name is (surname)

Negative Statements
To make a negative statement, place 4~ (bt) before s& (shi). In the examples below,
note that A~ (bu) is spoken in the second tone. This character changes tones when it
precedes a fourth tone character. (refer to Appendix A)
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A o o wO bu shi (full name) I am not (full name).
®AN, . . wO bl jiao (full name) I am not called (full name)

FeAw, . . wO bl xing (surname) My surname name is not
(surname)
Questions
% (nin) is used to show respect for a person's position, age, or simply an extra show
of politeness. The following questions are polite, show respect, and could be used in
professional environments.

1. 15, otk 2 May I ask, your honorable surname?

2. FewkZs, etk 2 My surname is Li. What is your honorable
family name?

qing wen, nin gui xing ?
woO xing. Li. nin gui xing ?

N —

To ask someone their name in the following way is very informal, used in casual
social situations, it should not be used in professional environments.

1. R4 2 What is your name?
l. ni jido shénme mingzi ?

g questions
Adding "3 (ma) to the end of a statement creates a yes-no question.

1. AREFE? How are you?

2. AN FE A May I ask, are you Mr. Wang?
3. R EFLAN? Are you Mr. Wang?

4. RN ? Are you Miss Li?

5. MR Zng 2 Are you Teacher Wang?

1. ni hdao ma?

2. qing wen, nin shi Wéang xiansheng ma?

3. nin shi Wang xiansheng ma?

4. nin shi Li xido ji€¢ ma?

5. nin shi Wang laoshi ma?
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New Words

1. P
2. *f
3. 2y
4. i

5. %
6. XH
7. FEHEA
8. il
9. R
10. e

L R
12. A

13, ik
14.
15, b
16.  fthAr]
17. 1hAr]
18. A
19. 2x4
20. 1
21, [H
22, HEA
23, A
24, hH

25.  HEA

'To Be' Sentences
This unit introduces 'to be' sentences that deal with nouns as well as several kinds of
questions. In these sentences, »& (shi) is used to express 'to be'.

dou

dui

hai shi
hé

huo zhé

méi gud
méi guo rén
men

na

ne

ni men
rén

shui (shéi)
ta

ta

ta men

ta men

wO men

xu¢ sheng
yé

ying gud
ying guod rén
Zan men
zhong gud

zhong gud rén

all, both
correct

or (in a question - not used in a
statement)
and

or (in a statement - not used in a
question)
the USA

American citizen

a suffix added to pronouns
indicating plural
which

modal particle used at the end of a
sentence to create a question in a
soft tone

you (plural)

person

who (commonly pronounced shéi)
he

she

they (for a group of both females
and males)
they (females)

we

student

also

England
British citizen
we

China

Chinese citizen

In this text, we have used the more common pronunciation (shéi) for the character #E

instead of (shui).
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'To Be' - a noun
Pronouns, # (wd), fili (ta), 4K (ni) and #& (nin), can be made plural by adding 1]
(men) immediately after them. In the examples below, 3% (wo) may be replaced by 1<
(ni), ith (ta), b (ta), or by the name of a person; FA] (w6 men) may be replaced by
I 41](zan men), /&A1 (ni men), X417 (ta men) or fitiA] (ta men). "H41(z4n men) is used
to indicate that “we” only refers the people involved in the immediate conversation.

And / Also / All (Statements)
There is no special word for "both" in Chinese. #F (dou) is used to express "both" as
well as "all". In the examples below, #f (dou) is optional.

1. F24, I am a student.

2. FREyKEAEH, I am Zhang Ming Ming.

3. Rt R4, I am also a student.

4.  FRAMTTES4E. We are students.

5. A ES4. We are also students.

6. AIESEEE, We are (all / both) students.

7. AhRIFR R A, He and I are students.

8. M FIFES A, He and I are both students.

9. Z/NHMFELAE I EIN. Miss Li and Mr. Wang are teachers.

10. 25/ NHF FE 54 220, Miss Li and Mr. Wang are both
teachers.

11, Z5/NHFFRATTER & 220 . Miss Li and us are all teachers.

1. wo shi xuésheng.

2. w0 shi Zhang Mingming.

3. w0 y¢ shi xuésheng.

4.  women shi xuésheng.

5. wOmen y¢ shi xuésheng.

6. woOmen dou shi xuésheng.

7. ta hé wo shi xuésheng.

8. ta hé¢ wo dou shi xuésheng.

9. Li xido0ji¢ h¢ Wang xiansheng dou shi laoshi.

10. Li xidoji¢ h¢ Wang xiansheng shi laoshi.

11. Li xido0ji¢ hé¢ women dou shi laoshi.

OR - Statements
To make a statements that use "or", 87 (huo zhg) is used, /& (hai shi) is only used
for forming questions which are discussed below.

Page 30 of 265
Chinese OCW Conversational Chinese is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 2.5 China Mainland License. Based on work at Chinese www.chineseocw.com




1. WhokE B akH 22200, She is a teacher or a student.
2. fibEkE g E A Bk e E A He is British or American.

ta huozhé shi xuésheng huozhé shi ldoshi.
ta huozhé shi yingguorén huozhé shi méiguorén.

N —

Negative Statements
To make a negative statement, place A (b)) before & (shi). In the examples below,
I (wo) may be replaced by f (ni), &b (ta), it (td), or by the name of a person; FA/]
(wOmen) may be replaced by M1](zan men), /4] (nimen), 4hfi] (tamen) or fthAi]
(tamen).

L A RFAE, I am not a student.

2. A REA, I am not a student either.

3. BAIARFHE. We are not students.

4. AT AR FEA, We are not students either.

5 BATTERAS 24, (None / neither) of us are students.
1. woO bu shi xuésheng.

2. w0 y¢ bu shi xuésheng.

3. woOmen bl shi xuésheng.

4. women y& bu shi xuésheng.

5. women dou bu shi xuésheng.

Questions
% (ma) questions
I (ma) is placed at the end of a statement to create a yes-no question.

1. RS Are you a student?

2. A4 Is he a student?

3. fh g g 2 Is she a teacher?

4. At ? Is he a student also?
5. fbATIER R A ? Are they all students?
I. ni shi xuésheng ma?

2. ta shi xuésheng ma?

3. ta shi ldoshi ma?

4. ta y¢& shi xuéshéng ma?

5. tamen dou shi xuéshéng ma?
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Wé (ne) questions
g (ne) is placed at the end of a sentence to ask a yes-no question about the beginning
of the sentence.

1. AL, RE? I am a student, what about you?
2. MhREEA, e He is a student, is LI W&i?

woO shi xuésheng, ni ne ?
ta shi xuésheng, Li Wéi ne ?

N —

'question-word' questions

Questions, that use question words, use the same word order as statements; except the
question word is used in place of expected answer. In the examples below, question
words #E (shéi / shui) and ¥} (nd) are used to create questions in this way.

1. fh2ifE? Who is he?

2. PREWRE AN ? What is your nationality?
3. HERTFLA? Who is Mr. Wang?

1. ta shi shéi?

2. ni shi nd gud rén?

3. shéi shi Wang xianshéng?

'affirmative - negative' questions

Statements using »& (shi) may be changed into affirmative-negative pattern questions
by replacing /& (shi) with & ANJ& (shi bu shi). In this sentence pattern, "2 (ma) may
not be used. (Notice that AN (bu) is spoken using the neutral tone.)

PRIEANIE2# 2 ni shi bu shi xuésheng?  Are you a student?

'confirmation' questions

If speakers make statements they think are true, and want to confirm that they are true;
A& (shi bu shi) or XA} (dui bu dui) are added to the end of statements. Both
phrases have the same meaning. This is true for any positive or negative statements.
(Notice that 4~ (bu) is spoken using the neutral tone.)

1. REF4A, BAE? You are a student, aren't you?
2. RARE %Uﬂ? , NN ? You are not a teacher, are you?
3. fhEFA4, BEAE? He is not a student, is he?
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ni shi xuésheng, shi bu shi ?
ni bu shi laoshi, duibu dui ?
3. ta shi xuésheng, shibu shi ?

N —

'or' questions
To make questions that use "or", it /& (hai shi) is used, {7 (huo zh¢) is not used in
questions, it is only used in statements which are discussed above.

1. MR AR 2 Is he a teacher or a student?
2. fhEuE N EFEE A ? Is he British or American?

1. ta shi xuésheng haishi 1doshi ?
2. ta shi yingguorén haishi méiguoérén ?
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New Words
L &

© Nk W
T
0

9. 4%y
10. kuk
1.

12, Bk
13, LK

4. WK
15, B

16.  [[%
17. KK
18. i
19. 2%
20. i

a possessive condition.

H )45
FA 22 A%
“F A FEL
EG R AIUE LR

XA AL

Unit 3

Showing Possession ] (de)
This unit introduces how to express possessive conditions and family relationships.
Notice the syllables that have no tone marks, they are spoken in the neutral tone.

ba ba

de

di di

dian ndo

ge ge

Jiao shi

Ji€ jie

J1€ mei

ma ma

mei mei

na

nan péng you
nii péng you
péng you
shii

tong xué
x1a0 zhang
xiong di
Xué x1ao
zhe

father

particle to indicate possession
younger brother
computer

older brother
classroom

older sister
sister

mother

younger sister
that

boyfriend
girlfriend

friend

book

classmate

headmaster, school principle
brother

school

this

Showing Possession
The particle 1] (de) is placed after a person or thing that posses something to express

woO de shu

women de xuéxiao
xuéxiao de dianndao
zhé shi wo de shu.

my book
our school
school's computer

This is my book.

zhé shi women de xuéxidao. This is our school.
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When referring to close family relationships, [1J (de) is often omitted

1. X P ai U . This is my (older) sister.
2. XEBREAWEFAS. This is my sister's book.

1. zhe shi wo jiéjie.
2. zhe shi wo ji¢jie de shil.

If there are several possessive relationships in one sentence and it is obvious from the
context what the possessive relationships are, then ¥ (de) is often omitted. In
sentence number 1 below, 1] (de) is not used between F A1 (w6 men) and Z4% (xué
xid0). In sentence 2 below, 1] (de) is not used between I (wd) and I & (péng you).

1. XA i This is our school's computer.
2. XA HL N . This is my friends's computer.

1. zhe shi women xuéxiao de dianndo.
2. zhe shi wo péngyou de diannio.

When Chinese speakers are trying to clarify which character they are speaking; for
instance when reading a list of names over the telephone, they will us [1J (de) in the
following way.

A I péngyou de peng

In English this would be the same as - “/Ilj(péng) as in Jl & (péng you)”

Negative Statements
To say that the state of possession does not exist, place A~ (b)) before j&(shi).

F AN ERATAR IR K Mr. Wang is not our school's headmaster.

Wang xiansheng bu shi women xuéxiao de xiaozhdng.

Questions
g questions
1. X SEVRW G o2 Is this is your big sister's book.
2. IXSEORAI R 2 Is this your (plural) classroom?
1. zhe shi ni ji¢jie de shii ma?
2. zhe¢ shi nimen de jiaoshi ma?
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'question word' questions
AR ? na shi shéi de shi? Whose book is that?

'affirmative - negative' questions
IXISEASEVRETF5?  zhé shi bu shi ni de shi? s this your book?

'confirmation' questions
1. X A This is your book, isn't it?
2. XREARATF FANKT 2 This is your book, isn't it?

1. zhé shi ni de shi, shi bu shi?
2. zhé shi ni de shi, dui bu dui?

'or' questions
X AEVRE P 45 2 Is this your book or his book?

zhé shi ni de shu haishi ta de shu?
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Unit 4

Numbers and Measure Words

This unit introduces counting numbers up to 100 and how measure words are used.
(For very large and very small numbers refer to Appendix E. For using measure words to express
“one half”, “one and a half”, and indeterminate quantities refer to Appendix B)

New Words
1. R 45 bao zhi newspaper
2. A bén measure word for books
3. ] i ci dian dictionary
4. A~ g¢ general purpose measure word
5. 1 lia equivalent to P/ (liing gé)
6. i liang measure word for vehicles and bicycles
7. ELES qian bi pencil
8. [ k28 yudn zhii bi ~ ballpoint pen
9. ok zhang measure word for newspapers and pieces
of paper
10. a2 zht measure word for pens and pencils
11 HAT4 zi xing chg bicycle
Numbers
0 % ling 6 I\ liu 13 4= shi san
I — ¥y 7 -+t qt 14 Py shi si
2 . ¢r 8 N\ ba 15 1 shi wu
2 P liang 9 1 jit 16 +75 shi lin
3 = san 10 + shi 17 4+  shi q1
4 PU  si 11 }— shiyl 18 )\ shi ba
5 fi wu 12 = shier 19 +J1  shijin

For numbers from 21 to 99, state the ten's place then add the one's place directly after.

20

30
40
50
60

o

er shi

=
Pyt
hit
Nt

san shi
si shi

wu shi
liu shi

21

T 29 L
er shi y1 er shi jit
70 L+ qi shi
80 J\1 ba shi
90 Lt jit shi
100 —pf y1 bai
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The number one
When speaking telephone numbers and bus numbers that are over three digits; the
number ‘one’ (—) (y1) is pronounced "yao". This avoids confusion with the number

seven (-1) (q1).

The number two

Notice in the numbers above, there are two ways to say the number two. When
specifying a quantity of two, P (liding) is used. When "two" appears in the one’s or
ten’s place , . (¢ér) is used. When two appears in the hundreds place, either — (ér) or
M (lidng) may be used.

2 - er

12 -+ shi er

20 —t er shi

200 “H/WH ¢r bai / lidng bai

Measure Words
There are no articles (a, an, the) in Chinese. When specifying a number of nouns,
measure words (5 i, lidng ci), sometimes called 'classifiers', are used. In English,
this is comparable to "piece" in a "piece of cake" or "sheet" in a "sheet of paper".
There are over 140 measure words and they are required for almost all nouns in
Mandarin. The measure word 4~ (g&) can be used to refer to anything. It isn't
considered good Chinese but it will get your meaning across. To indicate a quantity of

two, W (lidng) is used, — (&r) is not used with measure words. Therefore, one (of
something) is — (yi g¢), two is P§~(lidng g¢) and three is —/>(san g¢).
PSR liang zhi qianbi two pencils

N san bén shi three books

VU4 B AT 4 si liang zixingche four bicycles

hAFE wl ge xuésheng five students

LB e liang zhang baozhi two newspapers

+ = 1 H shiér g¢ yue 12 months

“PUA/NIF érshisi gé xidoshi 24 hours

When a noun being referred to is obvious, sometimes measure words are used alone.
For instance, when answering the question "How many books do you have?" A person
might answer “PH A (lidng bén)". A customer might point to a newspaper and tell a
store clerk, "—4K (yi zhang)". No measure word is used if a possessive pronoun is
used immediately before a noun as in the sentence, "This is my book." 1X &1 4.
(zhé shi wode shii). 1% (lid) has the same meaning as P41~ (lidng g¢) as in this
sentence, “Those two are good friends.”, fif/ T /& & ] A . (tamen 1id shi hdo
péngyou.)”
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Adjectives

This unit deals with how to use adjectives to modify nouns. It describes one sentence
pattern that does not use a verb and also introduces multi-syllabic words in
affirmative-negative questions.

New Words
1. 7
2. N
3. KA
4. 1 [
5. Vil
6. AR
7. =
8. =
9. K
10. Al
1.
12. IH
13. i
4. f%
15. I
16.  FpLe
17.  MFE
18, 3%
19.  Efk
20. HA&
21, KR
22. K
23.
24, Pl
25, EL
26.
27. IxXik
28. BT
29. ¥

ai

da

da y1

dé guo
fang

fei chang
gao

gao xing
hén
hong
jian

jiu

lan

16u
mang

na xié
nan kan
pido liang
qin kuai
ri bén
shui guo
tai

Xin

XIn Xian
ying wén
yuan

zh¢ xie
zhuo zi
Zuo

short

big

coat

Germany

square

very, extremely

tall

happy, pleased

very

red

measure word for articles of clothing
old (things — not people or animals)
lazy

building

busy

those

ugly

pretty

diligent, hardworking
Japan

fruit

too

new

fresh

English language
round

these

table

measure word for buildings

Note: Some two character words appear to be adjective-noun combinations, but they
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are not; for instance: X A (da rén) (adult) and KAX (da y1) (coat) are two-character
nouns.

‘To Be’ — an Adjective
If the entire predicate is an adjective, then no verb is needed in the sentence and the
predicate adjective must be modified to show degree. In sentences of this kind the
adverb {1 (hé&n) is used for grammatical correctness but does not carry any meaning.
In these kinds of sentences, to clearly modify the adjective to express “very”, other
adverbs such as KX (tai) and 3E % (féi chang) are used (sentences 2 and 3).

F& (w6) may be replaced by K (ni), &l (ta), 1t (t3), or by the name of a person; FAl]
(wo men) may be replaced by I1]1(zdn men),fRf] (ni men), WA] (ta men) or fihi]

(ta men).

L FRIE:. I am busy.

2. RATAEF We are very busy.
300 AR I am very busy.

4. RIRN. I am also busy.

S50 FRATTERARAT We all are busy.

6. FRMETIRIA ., My table is round.
7. AT ETIRIH Our table is old.

8. IR AKKIEMEE . My coat is ugly.

9. MRIGKACIR L= Your coat is pretty.
10. X% EHATZHEIR K. This bicycle is big.
1. X EHATEIR DN This bicycle is small.
. wo6 hén mang.

2. wo feichang mang.

3. w0 feichang mang.

4. wo y¢ hén mang.

5. wOmen dou hén mang.

6. wode zhudzi hén yuan.

7. wOmen de zhudzi hén jiu.

8.  wode dayl hén nankan.

9.  nide dayl hén piaoliang.

10.  zh¢ liang zixingch@ hén da.

11.  zh¢ liang zixingché hén xiao.
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If the entire predicate is an adjective, the adjective may remain unmodified if a direct

comparison is being made.

He is lazy.

That book is small.
Your table is new.
Your table is square.
Your coat is pretty.

ta lan.

na bén shiu xido.
nide zhuozi xin.
nide zhuozi fang.

Lo AP, b B

2. EABK. AN
3. IR TIH, TR 518
4. R T PRI S5
5. HURAHER.  IRAGKAES
1. Heis diligent.

2. This book is big.

3. My table is old.

4. My table is round.

5. My coat is ugly.

1. ta qinkuai.

2. zhé bén shi da.

3. wodde zhudzi jiu.

4. wode zhudzi yuan.

5. wode day1l nankan.

nide dayi piaoliang.

Negative Statements

If the entire predicate is an adjective, then A~ (bu) goes before the adjective. The

adjective does not need to be

modified to show degree, but it can be. In negative

statements, unlike positive statements, 1% (hén) does carry meaning.

HAMT .
A
FATAKAT
FATHAM
HE AN
HAAK.
FHILE AN o
FHI S AKIH
HHRAAMES

o e NNk WD =

—

wo bu mang.
2. w0 y¢ bu mang.
woOmen bu tai mang.

W

I am not busy.

I am not busy either.

We are not too busy.
None of us are busy.
China is not small.
Japan is not big.

My table is not round.
My table is not very old.
My coat is not ugly.
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wOmen dou bu mang.
zhonggud bu xido.
ribén bu da.

woOde zhudzi bu yuan.
woOde zhudzi bu tai jiu.
wode dayi bu nankan.

A

Questions
g questions
When asking "% (ma) questions, if the entire predicate is an adjective, {i (hén) does
carry meaning but is optional.

AR, 2 Are you busy?

PRANT 1L 2 You aren’t busy?

VRAR AT N, 2 Are you very busy?
R AR AT, 2 Are you also very busy?

b=

ni mang ma?

ni bu mang ma?

ni hén mang ma?

ni y¢ hén mang ma?

el S

Wé questions
1. AT, RWE? [ am not busy, what about you?

2. AR, R4 ? We are busy, and you (plural)?

w0 bu mang, ni ne?
wOmen hén mang, nimen ne?

N —

‘affirmative — negative’ questions

Single Character Adjectives

Questions using adjectives may also be created using the affirmative-negative pattern.
In this case, adverb modifiers such as fR (hén) may not be used. Likewise, "3 (ma)
may not be used.

PRIT AN ? ni mang bu mang? Are you busy?
fle AN = ? ta gao bu gao? s he tall?

Two Character Adjectives

If the entire predicate is a two character adjective, then there are two ways to create
‘affirmative-negative’ questions. In the first sentence below, both characters of the
adjective are repeated. In the second sentence, only the first character is repeated.
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PRIEAN %2 ni gaoxing bu gaoxing? Are you happy?

PRIAN 2% ? ni gao bu gaoxing? Are you happy?

confirmation questions
1. Ri, BAE? You are busy, aren’t you?

2. ARAN, KEAKT? You aren’t busy, are you?

1.  ni mang, shibushi?
2. ni bu mang, duibudui?

‘or’ questions
1. fih E s SR 2 Is he tall or short?
2. AR B EE i T I 2 TH 2 Is your computer old or new?

l.  ta gao haishi &i?
2. nide dianndo xin haishi jiu?

General Rules for Modifying Nouns
Absolute Condition
This sentence pattern is used to state an absolute condition, such as “true”, “false” or
“square”. A monosyllabic or multi-syllabic adjective may be used. The adjective may
not be modified. This sentence means, “My table is round.”

subject £ (shi) adjective H(de)
W) wr e 6
wode zhuozi shi yuan de.

Negative Statements
When making a negative statement, using the j&(shi)... [J(de) sentence pattern,
place 4~ (bu) before 72 (shi).

1. B ST A2 . My table is not round.
2. BRMWETFAZEIET. My table is not old.
3. b 1) K ARAS 5T 1 o Her coat is not pretty.
1. wode zhuozi b shi yuan de.

wode zhuozi bu shi jiu de.
tade day1 bu shi xin de.

bt
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Questions
% (ma) questions

VR ) B 1 A 5] ) e 2 Is your table round?
nide zhudzi shi yuan de ma?

We (ne) questions

BT IHT, VR ? My table is old, and yours?
woOde zhuozi shi jiu de, nide ne?

‘affirmative — negative’ questions
PRI BT AR 1 2 Is your table round?

nide zhuozi shi bu shi yuan de?

confirmation questions
#&ANJ&(shi bu shi) and X AKX (dui bu dui) are not be used with the f&(shi). .. [1(de)
sentence pattern.

‘or’ questions
AR FRY L R A T R 3 A TH ) 2 Is your computer old or new?

nide dianndao shi xin de haishi jiu de?

Using 1] with Adjectives
Absolute Condition
The following examples show how to use [1J(de), when an absolute condition is being
stated. In these sentences the adjective is not modified to show degree, for example,
when referring to a specific thing, such as “the tall building” or “the pretty coat”. In
these kinds of sentences, measure words precedes the adjectives.

IF the adjective is a single character[J(de) is not used.

ey gdo 16u tall building

IF the adjective consists of more than one character[fJ(de) is usually used

TR RAK piaoliang de dayi pretty coat

1 X B R IRATT A E 1R This tall building is our company’s.
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2. A2 1A A U A That pretty coat is hers.

zh¢ zud gao l6u shi women gongsi de.
na jian piaoliang de dayi shi tade.

o =

Adjectives that are Modified by Degree
When 1R (hé&n), X (tai), FE% (féi chang) or other adverbs that express degree are
used, [1J(de) is always needed. In this case, 1R (hén) carries meaning.

IF the adjective consists of one or two-characters [f](de) is used.

e =Rk feichang gao de 16u very tall building
IR k4 hén pidoliang de day1 very pretty coat

L IXREARH = A2 AT 2 W
2. MRS RACE M o

1.  This very tall building is our company’s.

2. That pretty coat is hers.

1. zhé zuo feichdng gao de 16u shi women gongsi de.
2. na jian piaoliang de dayt shi tade.

Using f¥] with Adjectives
(K is optional)
As discussed above [1](de) is usually used with two syllable adjectives, however, there
are situations where [¥J(de) is optional. If the topic of conversation or context of the
statement makes it very clear that the adjective modifies the noun after it, [¥J(de) is
not used. For instance, if the topic of conversation were “cars” — “f% [ 4= (déguod
che)” would be used to say “German cars”.

Measure Words and Adjectives
When measure words are used with nouns that are modified with an adjective, the
word order is:
number — measure word — adjective — noun.

1. PISCHT e lidng zh1 xin qianbi

2. AT san bén yingwén shi

3. VUBNIH AAT 4 si lidng jiu zixingché

4. TS ERXIEE A wil ge gaoxing de xuésheng
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1. two new pencils
2.  three English books
3. four old bicycles
4. five happy students

Example Sentences

When referring to “that” or “this” (thing) measure words are needed (sentences 3-6).
When referring to “these” or “those” (things) (sentences 7 and 8) measure words are
not needed.

1. RIYETZIHE, Your table is old.

2. WP ORACE LI Her coat is red.

3. IS THH w2 TR That old computer is mine.
4.  MEE I KA BT That ugly coat is mine.

5. ASEIEIH T A w2 R That very old computer is mine.
6. AR EE 1) KA 2 Wb 1 That very pretty coat is hers.
7. LG FRATT Those computers are ours.
8.  IXUEHH N TRATTN o These computers are ours.

1. nide zhuozi shi jiu de.

2. tade dayi shi hong de.

3. na tai jiu dianndo shi wode.

4. na jian nankan de dayi shi wdde.

5. na tai hén jiu de dianndo shi wode.

6. na jian hén piaoliang de dayi shi tade.

7. naxié dianndo shi womende.

8. zhéxie diannao shi womende.
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progressive changes.

New Words
1. My
2. Lt
3. b
4. A
5. 1
6. T
7. KN
8. 5%
9. ik
10. Hi
11. &R
12.
13. %7
14, J5[H
15. T
16.  WEIRVE
17. %71
18. MM
19 ik
20. AR
21, &5
22. M
23. %
24. A
25. B4
26. A4
27 f#E
28. dEH
29.
30. A

Unit 6

Comparisons
This unit introduces the sentence patterns used to compare things that are different,
state that two things are the same, express “relatively / comparatively” and state

béi zi

bi

bi jiao
bu ra
chang
chéng shi
da xido
de dud

di

di ta
dong tian
du

duo le
fang jian
fang zi
Ha ¢r bin
hai zi
Hang zhou
Ji1a qian
Jin tian
Jjing yan
ke

kuan
Iéng

na me
nill yue
pian y1
ping guo
re

rén kou

cup
(something) compared to (something)
relatively, comparatively

not as (comparison standard) as
long, length

city

size

a lot

low

map

winter

degree (temperature)

a lot

room
house,apartment,building,room
a city in northeastern China
child

a city in southeastern China
price

today

to be experienced

measure word for trees

wide

cold

that much

New York

inexpensive

apple

hot

population
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31. iR shéng yin voice, sound

32, W shu tree

33.  RK tian qi weather

34, % tido measure word for roads
35. HK Xia tian summer

36. FHHE Xiang jiao banana

37. SEAE xing fu. happiness

38. — AL yi didnr a little bit

29. —i& yi Xi€ some

40. —FF yi yang the same

41. HFiR yin yue music

42. ke ek yue lai yué used to state a progression
43, XA zhé me this much

44,  E\p zhuan yeé university major

45. WER Zud tian yesterday

Sentence Patterns for Comparisons
Comparing two things

Ais greater than B A It B comparison standard
A'is greater than B A [t B comparison standard degree
A is not greater than B A Atk B comparison standard
A is not greater than B A  Afn B comparison standard
Aisas___asB A B comparison standard
Aisnotas __ asB A %1 B comparison standard

Stating two things are the same
Ais the same as B
A /R B —Hf
A R/ B ¥t comparison standard

Stating two things are not the same
A is the not same as B
A R/ B A
A /M B AN—FE comparison standard

Stating a relative condition
A'is relatively (standard of comaparison)
A b standard

Stating a progressive condition
A is progressing in (standard of comaparison)
A gk standard
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Comparing Two Things (tb)
When using Lt (bi) to compare two things (A and B), the first thing mentioned, is the
greater of the two. The standard of comparison is stated last. Adverbs such as 1R (hén)
and JE7 (féi chang) cannot be used to modify the comparison standard. The degree
of difference may be stated but is optional. When stating the degree of difference, an
exact number or an approximation may be used. When stating an approximation, — /4,
JL (yi dignr) and —2 (yi xi€) are used for small differences while 3% (de dud) and
% | (dud le) are used for relatively large differences.

A kk B comparison standard degree
B = A (PN %
2. AR WER % SN
3. 4K W BER 7 (CED
4. AR W HER 7 — L.
1. Today is colder than yesterday.  jintian bi zudtian léng.

2. Today is 5 degrees colder than ~ jintian bi zudtian léng wu du.

yesterday.

3. Today is much colder than jintian bi zudtian 1éng de duo.
yesterday.

4. Today is a little colder than jintian bi zudtian 1éng yi dianr.
yesterday.

1. FlhRAERFEE. Mr. Wang is taller than me.

2. AR IR K. His voice is lower than mine.

3. FHIEHFEMEE. Apples are cheaper than bananas.

4. fbthFRAEZLLK . He is more experienced than I am.

1. Wang xiansheng bi w0 gao.

2. tade shéngyin bi wode shéngyin di.

3. pingguod bi xiangjiao pidnyi.

4. ta bi wo yoOu jingyan.

To compare two things (A and B) and the first thing mentioned (A), is the lesser of the
two, AN LE (bu bi) is used; however, this pattern is only used to express disagreement
or refutation. The standard of comparison is stated last. Adverbs such as 1R (hén) and
4 (féi chang) cannot be used to modify the comparison standard.

Page 49 of 265
Chinese OCW Conversational Chinese is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 2.5 China Mainland License. Based on work at Chinese www.chineseocw.com




A AH B comparison standard

EEp v ANt & o
Mr. Wang is not taller than me. Wang xiansheng bu bi wd gao.
L. fbAERA AR .
2. ADOEAS AR DS I
3. JERHERALE B E R
4. A RAA LA o
1. He is not more experienced than [ am.
2. His Chinese is not better than yours.
3. Winter in Beijing is not warmer than Shanghai.
4. This coat is not newer than that one.
1. ta bubi wo yoOu jingyan.
2. tade hanyu bubi nide hanyu hao.
3. B¢ijing de xiatian bubi Shanghdi de xiatian re.
4.  zhe jian dayr bubi na jian Xin.

Questions
g questions
Adding "3 (ma) to the end of a Lt (bi) statement creates a question.

AR EEHE IR A 2 Is today colder than yesterday?

jmtian bi zud tian léng ma?

‘affirmative — negative’ questions

Statements using [{ (bi) may be changed into affirmative-negative questions by
replacing Lt (bi) with LEANLEE (bi bu bi). In this sentence pattern, "2 (ma) cannot be
used.

AR EEAS LL AL A 1) 2 R 2 Is winter in Beijing colder than in
New York?

Béijing de dongtian bibubi nitiyué¢ de dongtian 1éng?
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Comparing Two Things (4 40)
To compare two things (A and B) and the first thing mentioned (A), is the lesser of the
two, AN (bu rh) is normally used. The standard of comparison is stated last. Adverbs
such asf (hén) andJF7 (fei chang) cannot be used to modify the comparison
standard.

A Z(ﬁn B comparison standard

£5a AN itk = o

I am not as tall as him. wO buru ta gao.

1. EPMMTAUIBAHM T K. This cup isn’t as big as that one.

2. XA A5 5 This street is not as wide as that street.
1. zhé ge b&izi burd na ge beizi da.

2. zhé tiao lu bura na tido lu kuan.

Questions
g questions
Adding "% (ma) to the end of a AN YT (bu i) statement creates a question.

X E AR 455 50 2 This street is not as wide as that street (is it)?
zh¢ tidao lu burt na tido lu kuan ma?

Comparing Two Things
A is equal to or greater than B ()
A is less than B (% F)
When comparing two things (A and B), and the first thing mentioned (A), is equal to
or greater than (B); 5 (you) is used. The standard of comparison is stated last.
Adverbs such as 1R (hén) andiE 7 (féi chang) cannot be used to modify the
comparison standard. In this sentence pattern, Hl4 (na me) and X4 (zhé me) are
optional and may be used before the comparison standard.

He is at least as tall as you.

A H B comparison standard
fis 1 K o
ta you ni ga0,

1. AR NG TS R 1A 5 o That tree is at least as tall that
building.
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2. At HRIXA S His little brother is at least as tall

as [ am.

3. IXEREAE SRR A S This building is at least as tall as
that building.

4. FEFEILHIX AR, Shanghai is as cold as this (in
Beijing).

5. BEEHIEEIBAR. Shanghai is as cold as that (in
Beijing).

na k& xido shu ydu na zuo fangzi name gao.
ta didi you wo zhéme gao.

zhe¢ zuo l6u you na zuo lou name gao.
Shanghai you Béijing zhéme Iéng.

Shanghai you Béijing name 1éng.

N =

WA  Aisless than B
When comparing two things, the following pattern is used to express A is less than B,
% (méi) or3Ef (méi you) may be used. The standard of comparison is stated last.
Adverbs such as 1R (hé&n) andiE (féi chang) cannot be used with the comparison
standard.

He is not as tall as me.

A &) B comparison standard
ik &) & o

ta  méi(you) wo ga0,

1. dE I REG W IRIES . Winter in Beijing is not as cold as Harbin.

2. BN ARG % . I};I:lrjllgnzz;(;u s population is not as big as
3. FRURWREAE B My little sister is not as tall as I am.

1. Béijing de dongtian méiyou Haérbin Iéng.

2. Héngzhou de rénkou méiyou Béijing dud

3. w0 meimei méiyou woO gao.

Questions
g questions
Adding "% (ma) to the end of a f5 (ydu) statement creates a question.

oA R ey 2 Is he as tall as you?  td you ni gdo ma?

1. AN 8] RS (8] kg, 2 Is this room as big as that one?
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2. b IE R ? Is Shanghai as cold as Beijing?

3. FEHEIERIXAAG? Is Shanghai as cold as this (in Beijing)?
4. AR IR A 2 Is Shanghai as cold as that (in Beijing)?
1. zhé ge fangjian you na ge fingjian da ma?

2. Shanghai you Bé&ijing 1éng ma?

3. Shanghdi you Béijing zhéme léng ma?

4. Shanghai you Béijing ame léng ma?

‘affirmative — negative’ questions

Statements using i (ySu) or ¥ (méi you) may use the H¥H (you méi you)
affirmative-negative question pattern. In this sentence pattern, "% (ma) may not be
used.

M BEA IR ? Isheastallasyou? ta ybuméiydu ni gao?

1. FEAEEBILEXAL? Is Shanghai as cold as this (in Beijing)?
2. bFEEEEIEEIBAE? Is Shanghai as cold as that (in Beijing)?

1. Shanghai y6u méi ydu Béijing zhéme 1éng ma?
2. Shanghdi you méi you Béijing ame léng ma?

Stating Two Things are the Same (B} / fl cooooo —FF)
When stating that two things are the same, A and B, both things are linked with ¢
(g&n) or Al (hé) followed by —#f ( yi yang). This means that (A is the same as B). The
comparison standard is optional. A measure word may be used alone, without a noun,
in the second phrase of (sentence 2).

A ER/F0 B —FE comparison
standard
Lo Xk K] IR JR K i 1] —
2. XgkHh A AR 7K —
3. XgKMBEIRAN A ARk Hi ] —
4. XgkHLE R R Hh ] —H K
5. iXgkih R Mok —FF
1. This map is the same as that map.
2. This map is the same as that map.
3. This map’s size is the same as that map’s size.
4. This map is the same size as that map.
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5. This map’s price is the same as that map’s price.

zh¢ zhang ditd gén na zhang ditd yiyang.

zh¢ zhang ditd hé na zhang yiyang.

zh¢ zhang ditd daxido hé na zhang ditu yiyang.
zh¢ zhang ditd gén na zhang yiyang da.

zhe¢ zhang dith gén na zhang dith jiaqidn yiyang.

VJ? EI/‘] :Ff\rﬂl ’fﬂ?, El’*] *ﬁé o Your book is the same as his.
X5k %?EE A gk %? *Tﬁf— o This table is the same as that one.

3. BAIEZ IR I —FEZ . We have the same number of children
as they do.

4. FRERAth—FEE . I am the same height as he is.

A S

N —

nide shii hé tade yiyang.

zh¢ zhang zhudzi gén na zhang zhudzi yiyang.
women de hdizi gén tamen de yiyang dud.

w0 gén ta yiyang gao.

b=

Stating Two Things are the not Same (FRooooo. F—FF)
When stating that two things are not the same, both things are linked with £} (gén) or
H1 (hé) and followed by ~A—#F (bu yi yang). These sentences mean : A is not the same
as B.

A R/ B /N—7#f comparison
standard

Lo Xk ] IR TR 7K A

2. X5RHLIA gl TR i 1 & A—HE Ko

1. This map is the not the same as that map.

2. This map is the not the same size as that map.

1. zhé zhang dita gén na zhang dita bu yiyang.

2. zhe¢ zhang ditd hé na zhang dita bu yiyang da.

3. A RMWERA—FE, Today 1is not the same as
yesterday.

4.  WEE SR AL A —FE, Hainan’s weather is not the same
as Beijing’s.

5. ML A FRA—FE His major is not the same as mine.

6. XAV ARIE AV IRA —FE K This suit is not the same length as
that one.

7. INIKRER/DNFEA—FEE, Little Zhang is not the same
height as little Wang.
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jintian hé zudtian bu yiyang.

Haindn de qihou gén Bé&ijing bu yiyang.

ta xué¢ de zhuanye hé wo bu yiyang.

zh¢ jian xifu gén na jian xifu bu yiyang chéng.
xido Zhang gén xido Wang bu yiyang gao.

Nownew

Questions
5 questions
Adding "% (ma) to the end of a statement creates a yes-no question.

1. IX oK HE A R AR gk dth ] —FE g 2 Is this map the same as that
map?

2. IIX./[\f@, EE%B/I\f@ Kﬁﬁéj( nd 2 Is this map the same size as
that map?

1. zhé zhang ditd gén na zhang ditd yiyang ma?

r

zhe ge dita gén na ge ditd bu yiyang da ma?

‘affirmative — negative’ questions

In statements ending with —#¥ (yi yang) or A~ —# (bu yi yang), putting
—FE A —FF (yi yang bu yi yang) at the end of a the sentence creates a yes-no
question.

The word 4 Il (yifu) means “clothing” but, if it is clear to the listener what article of
clothing is being discussed, it can be used for any specific article of clothing. In
sentence 1, KA< (dayT) (coat) could replace & it (yifu).

LSRR R A T R —FE? Ave his contand tha
2. il AT P — REAS— 2 Arethese maps th
3. EXWAPBIIMME—FEA—FF? Are these two books the

same price?

4. At REM RS —FEA—FE? Is the weather in Beijing

the same as in Shanghai?

zhe¢ jian yifu hé na jian yifu ylyang bu yiyang?

zh¢ zhang diti hé na zhang ditu yiyang bu yiyang?

zhe¢ liang bén shii de jiaqidn yiyang bu yiyang?

Béijing de tianqi hé Shanghai de tianqi yiyang bu yiyang?

b
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Relatively / Comparatively (EL5)
To state that something (A) is relatively (standard of comparison), the following
sentnece pattern is used:

A tb#;  standard of comparison
Lo XA oL Ko
2. bR LbAS Bio
1. zhé ge chéngshi bijido da. This is a relatively big city.
2. tade qiché bijiao gui. His car is relatively expensive.
Progression

Bk Bk (yue 141 yue) is used to show that something (A) changes as time goes on.

A #k#k  standard of comparison
L RA ROk %o
2. AbAIRAS okl EZP
3.0 FJAIVER Bk A o

1. tianqgi yuelaiyue léng.

2. tamen de shi yuelaiyue dud.

3. woOmen shénghud yuelaiyue xingfi.
1. The weather is getting colder.

2. They are getting more and more books.

3. Our lives are getting happier.
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Unit 7
“To Have’ () Sentences
This unit introduces 4§ (you) as it is used to express “to have”. How to make
statements and questions that express “to have” and “do not have” are given. Stating
quantities such as “some” and “a few” as well as asking questions such as, “how
much?” are covered.

New Words
1. % /b duo shao how many? how much?
2. 13 fd wén French (language)
3. (FEZ hén dud many
4. JL Ji several, how many?
3. wH méi you do not have
6. H you have
7. i zhong wén Chinese (language)

‘To Have’ () Sentences
Measure Words
In sentences below, i (yOu) is used to express ‘to have’. Measure words are used
with, “this” [iX (zh¢)], “that” [H’(nad)] or “several” [JL( ji)]. JL (ji) indicates a
relatively small quantity, usually 10 or less.

1. BE A&, I have a book.

2. fhEHASE, He has two books.

3. BEJLAP, I have several books.
4. TG —AREXP, I have an English book.
I. wOyodu yi bén shi.

2. ta you lidng bén shi.

3. w0 you ji bén shi.

4. w0 you yi bén yingwén shi.

Measure words are not used when expressing “some” [—4£¥ (yi xi€)], “these” [IX%¥
(zhe xi&)], “those” [H£E (na xi€)] or “many” [{R % (héndud)].

1. I\ LR, I have some English books.

2. REIRZA. I have many books.

3. Xserh R RAT. These Chinese books are mine.
4. YR REAb Those books are his.

I. woO yoOu yixieé yingwén shd.
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2. w0 you héndud shi.
zhexi€ zhongwén shii shi wode.
4. naxi€ shi shi tade.

w

Negative Statements
To express “don’t have” place ¢ before 7. In this case, measure words are not used.

1. REHE. I do not have any books.
2. WEHBEATE, I do not have a bicycle.
I. wO méiyou shi.

2. woO méiyodu zixingche.

Questions
g questions
To ask the question, “Do you have any?” a measure word is not used. If a number is
stated a measure word must be used.

VA 45N 2 Do you have any books? ni you shii ma?

We questions
Bl —AH, R wo you yi bén shi, ni ne?

I have a book, do you?

‘question word’ questions

JL (ji) not only means “several”, it is also a question word, meaning “how many?”.
When using JL (ji) in a question, a measure word is used between JL (ji) and the noun.
JL (ji) questions have the same word order as statements; except the question word JL
(ji) is used in place of the expected answer. This means that fi-H JLA TS (ta you ji
bén shii) could mean “He has several books.” or “How many books does he have?”,
depending on the context of the sentence. In JL (ji) questions, "% (ma) is not used.

R LA ? ni you ji bén shi? How many books do you have?
FTHILAT, woO you ji bén shii. I have several books.
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When asking “how many”, % /) (dud shao) may be used for any number; however, is
usually used for numbers over 10. When using % /> (dud shao) the measure word is
optional. In £ /b (dud shao) questions, " (ma) is not used. Both questions below
mean “How many students does you school have?”

L N NE SR E 2L i 6
2. PRPERA 2 b

nimen xuéxido you dudshao ge xuésheng?
nimen xuéxido you duodshao xuésheng?

N —

‘affirmative — negative’ questions
A (ydu méi ydu) is used to create a question that asks, “do you have any?”, in
these questions numbers and measure words are not used.

PRAEHAET?  ni you méi you shii? Do you have any books?

‘confirmation’ questions
PREEEH T, XA ? You don’t have a Chinese book, do you?

ni méiyou zhongwén shii, dui bu dui?

‘or’ questions
VRA HY B I S R BR2E 2 Do you have a pencil or a ballpoint pen?

ni you qianbi hdishi yuanzhibi.
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Unit 8
Days and Dates
This unit introduces statements and questions concerning days, days, weeks, months,
years and dates.

New Words
1. E=1 hao number (expressing a day)
2. A jin nian this year
3. fLFE Ii bai week
4, HH - ming nian next year
3. HEDN ming tian tomorrow
6. S nian year
7. FAE qu nian last year
8. H ri day
9. AR shang gexing q1 last week
10.  EAH shang ge yue last month
11. 4+ H shéng ri birthday
12. K tian day
13. AR xia ge xing g1 next week
4. 1 H Xid ge yué next month
15. 2 Xing q1 week
16.  ~#Hj xué qt term, semester
17. H yue month
18. XANEW  zhe ge xing q1 this week
19. XMH zhe ge yué this month
20. & zhou week

Months and Days

The names of the 12 months are formed by combining the numbers 1 to 12 with H
(yue). (Note: F 41 (yué fén) may also be used) The numbers from 1 to 6 follow A
(xing qi), fLF# (1i bai) or J& (zhou) to express the days of the week from Monday to
Saturday. Sunday is spoken using /27K (xing qi tian), {LFFK (Ii bai tian) or AKX
(zhou tian) and written as A2 #1 H (xing qi ri), L H (11 bai ri) or /& H (zhou ri).

—H January +tH July

—H February J\H August

=H March LH September

Vg H April +H October
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HH May +—H November

N H June +—H December

A ALFHE— Cil Monday
AR L JE Tuesday
=g L= JE = Wednesday
AWy ALFEY Ji Y Thursday
A FLJF L il 1o Friday

AN LFEN JE5AY Saturday
SR FLFER 5PN Sunday (spoken)
2 HH fLFEH J& H Sunday (written)

Dates and Years
When expressing the date - the day follows the month. The day is expressed by

combining numbers 1 to 31 with 5 (hao) (spoken form ) or H (ri) (written form).

J\H I\ ba yue ba hao August 8 (spoken)
JUHJ\H ba yué ba ri August 8 (written)

The four figures making up the a year are read out as four separate numbers with 4
(nidn) at the end. While Z (ling) is the character for "zero", the numeral is usually
used when writing the year. When expressing a year, —. (ér) is used, P (lidng) cannot
be used.

20104 eér ling y1 ling nian the year 2010

The word order for expressing the complete date goes from largest unit to smallest.
Friday, August 8, 2008 would be expressed as follows:

2008 8 H 8 5 AT
¢r ling ling ba nian ba yue¢ ba hao xingqiwu

Note: The words “year” [4 (nian)], “week” [Jf] (zhou)], “day” [X (tidn)], “minute” [73 (fén)],
and “second” [#} (mi%o0)] are nouns of quantity and are not used with measure words. The words
“month” [H (yue)], “week” £ (xing qi)], “week” [4LFF (libai)] and “hour” [/} (xido shi)]
are not nouns of quantity and require measure words. (Refer to Appendix B — Advanced Measure
Words)
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P AE lidng nian 2 years

Tk wu tian 5 days
AR sioge xinggl 4 weeks
Dy il si zhou 4 weeks
=/ H san ge yué 3 months

In the examples below, JL (ji) could mean "a few" or "how many?", depending on the
context.

JLEF ji nian a few years / how many years?
JLK ji tian a few days / how many days?
JIR=E: ji ge Xingqi a few weeks / how many weeks?
JLH ji ge yue a few months / how many months?
1. WERETA+/\E, Yesterday was October 18"
2. ARETHTYT LS. Today is October 19",
3. BRE+A =, Tomorrow will be October 20",
4. AFEFE20104F, The year is 2010.
5. BREREH. Tomorrow is my birthday.
I. zudtian shi shiyue shiba hao.
2. jintian shi shiyu¢ shi jit hao.
3. mingtian shi shiyu¢ érshiér hao.
4. jinnidn shi ¢r ling y1 ling nién.
5. mingtian shi wode shéngri.
Questions
g questions
1. ARE—H 22 Is today is February 1°?
2. Py R =g Is the 14" on Wednesday?

1. jintian shiér yu¢ yihao ma?
2. shisi hao shi xingqisan ma?

'question word' questions

JL (ji) is used as a question word to ask "what day", "what date" or "what month".

% /b (dud shao) may not be used for this. However, % /b (dudshao) or JL (ji) may be
used to ask the number of days, weeks, months or years.
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1. AREJLHILS? A#8JL? What is today's month, date, and day?

2. —ANEHHILR? How many days does a week have?

3. —JfBHJLR? How many days does a week have?

4. —FEHILNH? How many months does a year have?

5. —HFH{HZ/OANEW? How many weeks does a year have?

6. —NFEHHZ /DN EER? How many weeks does a semester
have?

1. jmtian shi jiyue jihao? xingqiji?

2. yi gé xingqgl yOu ji tian?

3. yi zhou you ji tian?

4. yi nian you ji ge yue?

5. yi nidn yo6u dudshao ge xingqi?

6. yi g¢ xuéqi you dudshao ge xingqi?

'affirmative - negative' questions
ARBEAE T H—5, Is today February 1st ?

jintian shi bu shi eéryu¢ yihao?

'confirmation' questions
SR H—5, EAE? Today February 1Ist, isn'tit?

jmtian shi éryu¢ yihao, shi bu shi?

'or' questions
AR AR = b 2 A APy 2 Is today Wednesday or Thurday?

jintian shi xingqisan haishi xingqisi?
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Unit 9
Time
This unit introduces questions and statements about lengths of time and stating the
(clock) time.

New Words
1. 24 ban half
2. 7= cha short of
3. =X dian zhong o'clock
4. ZK dud chang how long? (time)
5. Al fén zhong minute
6. JIN=1 ji didn what time?
7. Z| ke a quarter of an hour
8. N kuai fast, quick
9. B shang wii morning
10. A shi jian time
11. e | win shang evening, late, night time
12. N xia wil afternoon
13. /B Xi#o shi hour
4. H I zd0 shang morning
5. 4 zhong wu noon

Stating the Time

To express AM, .| (zdo shang) is generally used to discuss early morning hours
such as before one goes to work or school. When discussing one’s workday, /-
(shang wti) is more commonly used to talk about things that happen before lunch. To
express PM, T4 (xia wii) is used for times in the afternoon and M _I* (win shang) is
used for evening times. These expressions are placed before the (clock) time is stated.
These may be omitted if it is already clear what part of the day it is. For early morning
hours, when most people are asleep, |- (win shang) is commonly used because it is
considered to be night time. When stating the time, as in "It is 2 o'clock"; W (lidng) is
used. When stating the time, the minutes place, as in "2 minutes after 10"; — (&r) is
used. When stating the time of day, % (kuai) is used to express 'almost' and % (cha)
is used to say “until” the hour. Z| (k&) may be used to state the 15 or 45 minute
"quarter hour" times but is not used for half hour times. > (ban) may be used to state
"half past". When stating the time, ' (zhong) is optional; however, it is not used after
% (k&) or - (ban). Time phrases always are stated from the largest unit of time to
the smallest unit.
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e S A i

[ERE Y
—_ O
. .

—
D B~ W N

e A S

9

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

EoR (B
EA Rzl
e e
ErRtR=tn
F =2
ot e Yt o
AR R (B
L i Y =R
N R
1 oy iy 2
PR ()
2= (B
ZET o ()

10:00 am

10:15 am

10:30 am

10:30 am

10:45 am

10:45 am

noon

12:01 pm

2:02 pm
midnight

almost 2 o’clock
a quarter to 1 o’clock

10 minutes until 1 o’clock

WA =% 2:45
= 5—Z 3:15
shangwii  shi didn (zhong)
shangwtu shi didn yi ke
shangwti shi dian ban
shangwti shi didn sanshi fén
shangwii shi didn san ke
shangwl  shi didn sishiwll fén
zhongwi  shier didan (zhong)
xiawll  shier dian y1 fén
xiawi  liang dian  ¢ér fén
wdanshang shier dian (zhong)
kuai liang dian  (zhong)

cha yi ké y1 dian (zhong)
cha shi fen yi dian (zhong)

liang didn san ke
san dian y1 ke

In China, public places that have digital clocks, such as subway stations, it is common
to have the time displayed in 24 hour time format. Radio time announcements are
commonly spoken in 24 hour format. -PU £ (shi si didn ) would be used to express 2

pm.
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Length of Time
To express a length of time in minutes, measure words are not used. For a number of
hours, the measure word > (g¢) is used. (The words “minute” [4) (fén)] and
“second” [#} (mido)] are nouns of quantity and are not used with measure words. The

word “hour” [/N#} (xido shi)] is not a noun of quantity and requires a measure words.
Refer to Appendix B — Advanced Measure Words)

PN 3 lizng fen zhong two minutes
PN ZINE liang ge xidoshi two hours
Questions

% questions
(Bl g2 shi didn (zhong) ma? Is it 10 o'clock? (now)
'question word' questions
JURL (B ? ji dian (zhong)? What time is it? (now)
Z A A] 2 dudchang shi jian? how long? (length of time)
%2 /bAN/NBE 2 dudshao ge xidoshi? how many hours?
JLAS/ N 2 ji ge xidoshi? how many hours?
Z /Do ? dudshao fen zhong? how many minutes?
JLo %t 2 ji fén zhong? how many minutes?
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This unit introduces how to express statements and questions about actions that are
habitual or intentional. It shows examples of how multisyllabic verbs are used in

Unit 10

'Action Verb' Sentences
Habitual / Intentional Actions

affirmative-negative questions.

New Words
1. Jb e Bé&ijing the capital of China
2. Ho oy di fang a place or location
3. ZER dian shi television
4. + gan to do
3. &y he drink
6. Wt jido zi Chinese dumpling
7. e ka fei coffee
8. EH kan to see, to watch
9. S lai come
10. méi every
11. e )L, nar where?
12. % qu go
13. F)E shang dian store, shop
14. i Shang hai Shanghai (a major city in China)
15. f}4WmfE  shén me shihou ~ when?
16. 454 ta shi gudn library
17.  IALE xian zai now
18. 222 xué xi study
19. gl ying yu English language
20. fl% Zuo to do
Action Verbs

There are no verb tenses in Chinese, actions are expressed as habitual / intentional, in
progress, completed, or to be part of a past experience. The times actions occur are
apparent from context or are specified by time phrases at the beginning of sentences.

Habitual / Intentional Actions
This example does not refer to a specific time. The context tells the listener if the
statement refers to a habitual or intentional action.
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Habitual actions
Question: What do you do after school everyday?

Answer: FEEPIHE, wo qu tushiigudn. I go to the library.

Intentional actions
Question: (as someone walks out the door) Where are you going (now)?

Answer:  Jg 2= K57, wO qu tushtguan. I am going to the
library.

Question: Where will you go tomorrow?
Answer: 2K TE woO qu tushiigudn. I will go to the library.

Time Phrases
To express the time that actions occurs, time phrases are always placed at the
beginning of sentences or immediately following the subject. In the examples below,
3k (wo) is the subject.

Habitual actions
Both sentences below express, " I go to the library every afternoon."

R FFIREREPIE. meéitian xiawd wo qu tashiigudn.
AR NFLEPBIE.  wo méitian xiawll qu tashiiguin.
Intentional actions

I am going to the store tomorrow afternoon. (sentences 1, 2)
He is going to come to Beijing tomorrow morning. (sentences 3, 4)

WK R 2R .  mingtian xidwit wo qu shangdian.
R M. wo mingtian xidwi qu shangdian.
HI R FAh>kAb 3T,  mingtian zdoshang ta lai B&ijing.
f R EoRIEI.  ta mingtian zdoshang 14i Bé&ijing.

b S

In the example JL7E (xianzai) below, means "now". However, based on the context of
the question, the sentence still refers to an action that is intentional.

Question: (as someone prepares to walk out the door) Where are you going (now)?
Answer: &fmﬁﬂi %TE o I am going to the library.
wO xianzai qu tGshiguan.
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Negative Statements
In habitual or intentional action sentences AN(bu) is always before the verb to make a
negative statement. In the examples below, & (wd) is the subject. As in the examples
above, context is needed to determine the speaker's meaning.

Habitual Actions

Question: Do you drink coffee?

Answer:  FRANTEINHE, I don't drink coffee. woO bu hé kafei.
Intentional Actions

Question: Will you go to the library tomorrow?

Answer: BALE P, Iwill not go to the library.

wo blu qu tashiiguan.

Negative Statements - with Time Phrases

In both sentences below, 3 (w0) is the subject and the sentences express, "I am not
going to the store on Friday" or "I do not go to the library on Fridays"; depending on
context.

MR M RALR)E, xinggiwu xiawid wO ba qu shangdian.
WEMT F I AELR)E,  wo xinggiwi xiawli bl qu shangdian.

Questions
5 questions
As in the above examples, context is needed to determine the exact meaning of the
question.

Habitual Actions
"I notice you leave the cafeteria at one o'clock everyday. Do you go to the library?"

PRZBEPIES?  ni qu tashiigudn ma? Do you go to the library?

Intentional Actions
"Mark told me you are going to school tomorrow. Are you going to the library?"

PRZBEPIES? ni qu tashiigudn ma?  Are you going to the library?

g questions with time phrases:
In the questions below, the time phrases may go at the beginning of the sentence or
after the subject. In the sentences below, { (ni) is the subject.
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1. PRBERZER)EE? Are you going to the store tomorrow?

2. EMFARZE g2 Are you going to Shanghai on Friday?
3. URJuAEph 2 Bykgng 2 Are you going to the store at 9 o’clock?

1. ni mingtian qu shangdian ma?
2. xingqiwu ni qu Shanghai ma?
3. ni jiu didnzhong qu shangdian ma?

'question word' questions

WRFAT A HL 72 Where are you going?

PREH AT )E? What store are you going to?

S~ N s What do you study?

WL G ? Who is going to the store?
VREWE)L? Where are you going?

i What are you doing?

VRS 2 What are you doing?

Nt T B /4 What do you do on Fridays?
A=Y 1 Wt What are you going to do this afternoon?
PR 22758 2 What time are you going to the store?

A A o

[E—
=

ni qu shénme difang?

ni qu shénme shangdian?
ni xuéxi shénme?

shéi qu shangdian?

ni qu nar?

ni gan shénme?

ni zud shénme?

ni xinggiwu gan shénme?

A S AN Ul

ni xiawl zud shénme?
ni jidian qu shangdian?

[E—
S

'question word' questions with time phrases
In the questions below, the subject #& (ni) could go at the beginning of the questions
or after the time phrases.

1. MREFRFF-EWEIL? Where do you go every afternoon?
2. WHRARFAT A HTT? Where are you going tomorrow?
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3. REMLEHAREIE? What store are you going to on Friday?

4. K FFRTATA? What are you going to do tomorrow
afternoon?

5. WA i g 2 When do you drink coffee?

6. PRAAamtiEd: Bifg? When are you going to Shanghai?

7. URJLEEh T E? What time are you going to the store?

l.  ni méitian xiawi qu nar?

2.  mingtian ni qu shénme difang?

3. ni xinggiwi qu shénme shangdian?

4. mingtian xiawl ni gan shénme?

5. ni shénme shihou hé kafei?

6. ni shénme shihou qu Shanghdi?

7. ni jididnzhong qu shangdian?

'affirmative - negative' questions
In this example, as in the above examples, context is needed to determine the exact
meaning of the question.

WREANZETRE)E? Do you go to the store?
Are you going to the store?
ni qu bu qu shangdian? Will you go to the store?

'affirmative - negative' questions that use two character verbs

There are two ways to express 'affirmative-negative' questions that have two-character
verbs. In the first sentence below, both characters of the verb,%%>] (xué xi), are
repeated. In the second sentence, only the first character is repeated. Both sentences
have the same meaning, “Do you study Chinese?”

1. PREEIANZESIHFL? ni xuéxi bu xuéxi zhongwén?
2. PREEANEEIHIC? ni xué bu xuéxi zhongwén?

'affirmative - negative' questions with time phrases

1. VR REAELR)E? Are you going to the store tomorrow?
2. B ﬁ%ﬁ?" AN %" > EP 2 Are you going to study Chinese next year?

1. ni mingtian qu bu qu shangdian?
2. mingnian ni xué bu xuéxi zhongwén?
'or' questions
MR 24 S PUTE I 2 27 ] i, Do you study Chinese or English?
ni xuéxi hanyu haishi xuéxi ymgyu?
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Unit 11

'Action Verb' Sentences - Actions in Progress

This unit introduces how to express actions that are in progress.

New Words

1. 2N
2. #

3. e K
4, FTHL T
5. FIEER
6. (1] i
7. &

8. HL 5
9. |
10. %

11. TAE
12. MR
13. &

4. %

15. &
16 H

17.  WRJL
18. L

19.  SEZR1Y
20. g

21.  HiE
22. Wi,
23.  itig
24, Uk

25. g

26. KA
27.  —id
28. KN
29. fF

30. 4k

31.  IEfF

ai rén

ca

chang gé
dd dian hua
dd lan qiu
de shi hou
déng

dian ying
dong xi
géi

gong zuo
h€i ban
hui

jia

kai hui

Ii

lido tianr
mai

mai dong xi
ne

shén ti
shui jiao
tao lun

X1

xi¢

xil xi

yiqi

yin wei
zai

zhao
zheng zai

husband or wife

wipe

to sing

a phone call

play basketball

when something happens

wait

movie

things

to give

a job, to work

blackboard

will

home (a place), family (people)
start a meeting, have a meeting
inside

chit chat

buy

go shopping

a particle that indicates an action in progress
health, body

sleep

discuss

wash

write

rest, break, a day off

together

because

an adverb that indicates an action in progress
to look for

an adverb that indicates an action in progress
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32. X)L zhér here
33. & zui jin recently

In order to show that an action is in progress, place one of the adverbs 7t (zai), II
(zhéng) or 1F7E (zhéng zai) before the predicate verb or place WE (ne) at the end of the
sentence. fE (zai), I (zhéng) and 1F7E (zhéng zai) are often used together with g
(ne) to express that an action is in progress.

The sentences below show 7 possible ways to say: “Mother is doing the laundry”.

WEFE/E /#E predicate

subject verb object We
1. i IEAE Wi KM
2. iy 1E vk A M
3. iy 1 vk AN
4. Gy IEAE Wi KM We
5. iy 1E vk KM We
6. g 7 vk KM We
7. oy i KM e
mama X1 yifu ne
Mother action in wash clothes actionin
progress progress

Some verbs do not require objects. For instance, in the examples below the word for
“rest” [#KJE. (xifi x1)] does not need an object. The sentences below show 7 possible
ways to say: “He is resting”.

IEFE/IE /4E  predicate W

subject

verb
1. fi IEAE PRE
2. fi IF PRE
3. b 7E RS
4. b 1B R We
5. fib 1E R We
6. fi 7E PRE e
7. it RIS W
ta X10 X1 ne
He action in rest action in
progress progress
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If the speaker wants to indicate a place that an action (in progress) is occurring then
7E (zai) is followed by a place and is used as the preposition “at”. (Unit 14). In this
case, 1= (zhéng) and We (ne) are used to indicate the action is in progress. The
sentences below mean, “Mother is washing clothes at home.”

G0 EAE 5 AR - mama zhéng zai jia [ xi yifu.
WL FAEF BVEACRWE.  mama zhéng zai jia i xi yifu ne.
U 1 5% B PEA AR o mama zai jia li xi yifu ne.

Actions in progress with time phrases

Without more context or time words, it assumed that the actions in the above
sentences are occurring at the present time. However, actions in progress may occur in
the future or in the past. In sentence 2, 4 is used as an auxiliary verb. This is covered
in greater detail in Unit 25.

la. WERJURPHERAEE AL
Ib.  FRWERILABIAER AL
2. WRIKESAHERHY.

la. zuoétian jit didn zhong wo zai kan dianshi.
Ib. w0 zudtian jiu dian zhong zai kan dianshi.
2.  mingtian jiudidn wo hui zai kan dianying.

la /1b  Yesterday at 9 o’clock I was watching TV.
2. Tomorrow at 9 o’clock I will be watching a movie.

IIAE (xian zai) which means “now” may also be used withF7E, I or £F in the same
way as time phrases as in : TRILEAESE/R (WO xianzai zai déng ni) (I am waiting
for you now.)

These sentences may also have phrases that contain other elements. In the sentence
below, since 7E (zai) does not come before a place, we know it indicates an action in
progress. This sentence means, “They are shopping (together).”

MATTAE—AC LR VM. tamen zai yiqi mai dongxi ne.

Negative Statements
To state that an action is not in progress, ¥ (méi) or % (méi you) are placed before
7E (zai). However, in spoken Chinese, it is not common to hear people use ¥f5 (méi
you) before 7E (zai). 1F (zhéng) and WE (ne) are not used in negative sentences.
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1. FRBEAEH AN wo méi zai kan dianshi,
2. AhYELEMMNEE,  t3 méizai he kafei.

I am not watching television.

N —

He is not drinking coffee.

Questions
To ask if an action is in progress, add "} (ma) to the end of the sentence. To answer
affirmatively, /& (shi) or %} (dui) are used. Answering questions negatively only
requires that the speaker say ¥ f (méi you). When answering questions in full
sentences, {F (zai) is often omitted as in example sentences 1d and 2d below.

1. Question MATIAE A FE AR P 2

la.  Affirmative answer J& or Xf

Ib.  Negative answer /,vi‘ﬁ o

lc.  Negative answer AT TR AE R AR,

1d. Negative answer (7 omitted) B4 1V FH HEAL

2. Question PRATTAE T T 2

2a.  Affirmative answer J& or X

2b.  Negative answer &ﬁ o

2c.  Negative answer WATEAETT e, FRATTIR JLWE

2d.  Negative answer (7 omitted)  FRATEIT 8, FRATTWIOR JLWE

1. tamen zai kan dianshi ma?

la. shi / dui

Ib. méiyou

Ic. tamen méi zai kan dianshi.

1d. tamen méi kan dianshi,

2. nimen zai tdolun ma?

2a. shi / dui

2b. méiyou

2c. woOmen méi zai tdolun, woO men lidotianr ne.
2d. wO men méi tdolun, wO men lidotianr ne.

1. Are they watching TV?

la. Yes

1b. No.

Ic/1d  They are not watching TV.

2. Are you discussing? (something important)
2a. Yes
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2b. No
2¢/2d  We are not in the middle of a serious discussion,
we are (only) chit chatting.

‘question word’ questions
Lo WA W2 shéi zhéngzai hé kaféi ma?
2. MIF{EWH4?  ta zhéngzai hé shénme?

1. Who is drinking coffee? (now)
2. What is he drinking? (now)

To ask what action is in progress, fi{ff4 (zuo shén me) or T~ (gan shén me) may
be used. Example sentences 1-4 below have the same meaning: “What are they
doing?”

1. AEATETAEA? tamen zai gan shénme?

2. AATTIEEASAT A2 tamen zhéng zai zud shénme?

3. AT AT A We ? tamen zai zud shénme ne?

4. MATIELAETAT4AWE?  tamen zhéng zai gan shénme ne?

In some questions a verb is used with 114 (shén me). Example sentences 1-4 below
have the same meaning: “What is she writing?”’.

L e Siraz ta zai xié shénme?

2. WIEEEAA? ta zhéng zai xi€¢ shénme?

3. WAEEAAWe? ta zai xi€ shénme ne?

4. WIEESA T AWE? ta zhéng zai xi€¢ shénme ne?

In the answers below, 515 (xié shil) or 5— A&} (xi& yi bén shii) could be used to
say “She is writing a book”.

1. eS8, ta zai xié shi.

2. WhIEAE A4, ta zhéng zai xié y1 bén shii.

3. AR, ta zai xi& shii ne.

4. W FAES-—AKFWE.  ta zhéng zai xié yi bén shii ne.
Example Sentences

1. AATE T2 They are having a meeting.

2. fIEAEEEAR R 2 AR . He is waiting on his wife.

3. fRIEARE. He is resting.
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4. MIEAELS A FT LR She is talking on the phone to a friend.
5. MATIHEFT T5EK They are playing basketball.
1. tamen zai kaihui.

2. ta zhéng zai déng ta de airén ne.

3. ta zhéng xilxio.

4. ta zhéngzai géi péngyou da dianhua ne.

5. tamen zai da lanqiu.

6. il IEAEHE AR .

7. UhHEREE .

8. DA S ARG, XJLRALIEAE R AR E

9. WhIETEREIE

10. il fpe I £ % TAFEWE o

6.  She is erasing the blackboard.

7. She is sleeping.

8. Because he is sick, he has been at home resting for last few days.
9.  She is singing.

10. Recently, he has been looking for a job.

ta zhéng zai ca heiban ne.

ta shuijiao ne.

yin wei ta shénti bu hdo, zhéjitian ta zhéng zai jia li xitxio.
ta zhéng zai chang g€ ne.

A S

10. ta zuijin zai zhdo gongzuod ne.
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Unit 12
'Action Verb' Sentences
Completed Actions (7))
Actions (as part of past experience) (i)
This unit introduces how to express actions that have been completed as well as how
to express actions that occurred as part of an experience in the past.

New Words

1. ==3| 4 bi y¢ granduate

2. 7, chi to eat

3. M cong from (a place)

4. PN da xué university

5. FEMK Guilin a province of China

6. o guo particle for indicating past
experience

7. X jia measure word for shops and stores

8. =3 jie borrow

9. N jiu then

10. T le particle for indicating completed
action

11. FA mao yi sweater

12.  f54 su she dormitory

13. U xia ke to end a class

14. PLJE yi hou after

15. DL yi gian before

16.  Kiff )5 youyishang dian  Friendship Store

17. Him zdo fan breakfast

18. & zOu walk, to leave a place

19. 1E zhu live

Completed Actions (J)
Note: | (le) has many complex grammatical functions. This unit explains some of them, but does
not cover every way J (le) can be used. For this reason, some of the explanations below will state
that “it is always correct” to use J (le) in the way shown. For a complete explanation of PAHI (yi
gian) (before) and LLJ5 (yi hou) (after), refer to Unit 27.

When the verb is followed directly by the object (there is no pronoun, attributive, or
numeral-measure word following the verb) then | (le) may be placed at the end of the
sentence or after the verb to indicate the action of the verb has been completed.
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1. Ffmsh 7, la. A T, Iborrowed a dictionary.
2. FREWT. 2a ELETHE. I saw a movie.
3. EWIET . 3a. FZETRE)E. I went to the store.

1. wo jié cidian le. la. w0 ji¢ le cidian.
2. wo kan dianying le. 2a. w0 kan le dianying.
3. w0 qu shangdian le. 3a. woO qu le shangdian.

To indicate a completed action, when there is a pronoun, attributive or number
between the verb and the object, then it is always correct to place 1 (le) directly after
the verb.

4, FRAET HbfrIE] I borrowed his dictionary.  (pronoun)
5 ?‘ZA% T |:I:| EE/%Z . I saw a Chinese movie. (attributive)
6. KETHERE)E., I went to two stores. (number)

4. wo0 jié le tade cidian.
5. woO kan le zhongguo dianying.
6. wo qu le lidng jia shangdian.

Using 7T (le) to indicate a specific action has been completed:
In these examples, the aspect particle [ is put after the verb to emphasize that an
action is completed. (Questions are explained at the end of this unit.)

1. Question 1:  fRIZ T HA P42 What did you buy?
Answer 1: BT B, I bought a sweater.
2. Question2: fREFETARKEIHRYEAKG? Have you read today’s
newspaper?
Answer 2: RET. I read (the newspaper)

1. QuestionI: ni mai le shén me dongxi?
Answer 1: w0 madi le yi jian maoyT.

2. Question2: ni kan le jintian de baozhi méi you?
Answer2:  wo kan le,

Using T (le) to indicate a situation has already occurred:
In these examples, the modal particle [ is put at the end of a sentence to emphasis
that a situation has already occurred.
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1. WERAREWEILT ? Where did you go yesterday?
2. FEKERIET I went to the Friendship store.

1. zuotian ni qu nar le?
2. woO qu yoOuyi shangdian le,

The difference between T (le) when used to indicate specific_actions have
occurred and when J (le) is used to indicate that situations have occurred.

In example sentence 1 below, | (le) is used after the verb to indicate the completion
of the specific action of having class. Without further context, it is not certain that the
class has taken place already. This sentence could refer to a future action, because the
action is sure to be completed, or a habitual action. In example sentence 2 below, we
know that the class has taken place (the situation has already occurred) because the
sentence ends with . It is clear that the person has already gone home.

Lo Al R T IR
20 AR TERBIRIK T .

1. ta xia le k& jiu hui jia.
2. ta xia le ke jitt hui jia le.

1. After class he goes home. / After class he will go home.
2. He went home after class.

Questions are covered later on in this unit; however, to further illustrate the difference
between a specific action and a situation, consider the difference between the

questions (1) f1 25 THFJL? (ta qu le ndr ?) and (2) M 25MFJL T ? (ta qu nar le?)

Suppose a young couple and their son were walking through a mall doing some
shopping. Suddenly, one of the parents notices their son is missing. One parent says,
fl 2 T )L? (ta qu le nir ?) (Where did he GO?) , the sentence refers to the specific
action of “going”.

Suppose the mother and the son had gone into one store and the father had gone into a
different store. The father was suppose to meet his wife and son at an appointed time.
The father fails to show up. The mother and son start to look for the father in places
they think he may have gone to. The mother would say ft. 2:#f JL T ? (ta qu nir le?)
(Where could he have gone?). Perhaps after they meet again, the mother would say 1/
FZWEJL T ? (ni qu ndr le?) (Where did you go?) In this case, the sentence refers to the
overall situation, not specifically the action of the verb “going”.
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Completed actions with time phrases:

Time phrases are always placed at the beginning of sentences or immediately
following the subject. In the examples below, F& (w0) is the subject. Since there is no
pronoun, attributive or number between the verb and the object, it is always correct to
place T (le) at the end of the sentence or after the verb.

1. AR T, I borrowed a dictionary on Friday.
2. B FAE T A L, I borrowed a dictionary on Friday.
3. BEMLERRET. I saw a movie on Friday.

4. EBEMTIRE TH, I saw a movie on Friday.

5. BEMLOTERIET . I went to the store on Friday.

6. FEMTHIRET G, I went to the store on Friday.

1. wo xinggiwl jie cidian le.

2. xingqiwu wo ji¢ le cidian.

3. w0 xinggiwl kan dianying le.

4. xingqiwi wo kan le dianying.

5. woO xingqiwu qu shangdian le.

6. xingqiwid wo qu le shangdian.

Since there is a pronoun, attributive or number between the verb and the object, then
it is always correct to place | (le) directly after the verb.

(pronoun)

1. AW FAS T 1E L, I borrowed his dictionary on Friday.
(attributive)

2. EHITLIETPEAER. I saw a Chinese movie on Friday.
(number)

3. FREWHETHER)E. I went to two stores on Friday.

woO xingqiwu ji¢ le tade cidian.
xingqiwl wo kan le zhonggu6 dianying.
3. w0 xingqiwl qu le lidng jia shangdian.

N —

Note: Using the particle | (le) is not the same as using past tense in English, it
indicates an actions completion, which may occur in a future time frame.

UIPN Iz, T HAR Us AT w .
mingtian  chi le zaofan  yihou woOmen jiu  zdu.
Tomorrwo eat (completion) breakfast after we then  go.

Page 81 of 265
Chinese OCW Conversational Chinese is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 2.5 China Mainland License. Based on work at Chinese www.chineseocw.com




Negative Statements
To express an action that has not occured, | (le) is not used, ¥ (méi) or X (méi
you) are placed directly before the verb and | (le) is omitted. In these type sentences
A~ (bu) may not be used.

Lo Jeiefiinl g, la. Fepefaiagt, 1 did not  borrow a
dictionary.

2. FRWEWHE. 2a REEEHE. I did not see a movie.
3. FRWERIE.  3a. A ER)E. I did not go to the store.

1. w0 méi jie cidian. la. w0 méiyou ji¢ cidian.
2. w0 méi kan dianying. 2a. w0 méiyou kan dianying.
3. w0 méi qu shangdian. 3a. w0 méiyou qu shangdian.

No numeral-measure word examples are given below since it would be uncommon to
express an idea such as "I did not go to two stores." This thought would be expressed
in an affirmative way, for example, "I only went to one store."

4. &/Q(ﬁ){%{ﬁj 1) ] L I did not borrow his dictionary. (pronoun)
5. &&(ﬁ)ﬁ S HL R, I did not see a Chinese movie.  (attributive)

4. w0 mei jie tade cidian.
5. w0 méi kan zhongwén dianying.

negative statements with time phrases
1. BRI IREETE . I didn't go to the store on Friday.

2. BREWHHEERE. I didn't go to the store on Friday.
xmngqiwl wo méi qu shangdian.
w0 xingqiwid méi qu shangdian.

N —

Questions
5 questions
Since the verb is not followed by a pronoun, attributive or number; | (le) may placed
directly after the verb or just before ' (ma).

1 ARG V) S 7 nEh 9 la. /R T 1] L9 Did you borrowed a dictionary?
2ARE HL T 59 2a.V8kFE T HLFE?  Did you see a movie?
3ARER)E T2 3a R T HIMETS?  Did you go to the store?
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l.ni ji¢ cididn le ma? la. ni ji¢ le cidian ma?
2.ni kan dianying le ma? 2a.ni kan le dianying ma?
3.ni qu shangdian le ma? 3a.ni qu le shangdian ma?

Since there is a pronoun, attributive or number between the verb and the object, then
it is always correct to place | (le) directly after the verb.

1. PRAE T Ay 1e] st e 2 Did you borrow his (pronoun)
dictionary?

2. VRET P HEE? Did you see a Chinese (attributive)
movie?

3. MRETIEPZE)E M ? Did you go to those two (number)
stores?

1. ni jié le tade cidian ma?
2. ni kan le zhongwén dianying ma?
3. ni qu le nalidng jia shangdian ma?

g questions with time phrases
Time phrases are always placed at the beginning of sentences or immediately
following the subject. In the examples below, f (ni) is the subject.

WERAR LT )E 7 2 Did you go to the store yesterday?
PRWER: 22 T 1o 5 g 2 Did you go to the store yesterday?

PRWERFE T S HL 52 2 Did you see a Chinese movie yesterday?
HERARE T H SCH seng 2 Did you see a Chinese movie yesterday?
zuodtian ni qu shangdian le ma?

ni zudtian qu le shangdian ma?

ni zudtian kan le zhongwén dianying ma?

zuodtian ni kan le zhongwén dianying ma?

b o N e

%A (méi you) questions
Adding ¥ 5 (méi ySu) to the end of a statement creates a yes-no question.

1. RfEEd 7T %H? Did you borrow a dictionary?
2. PRAE T A LA ? Did you borrow a dictionary?
3. AR T A A LA 2 Did you borrow his dictionary?
1. ni jié cididan le méi you?

2. ni jie le cidian méi you?
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3. ni jié le tade cidian méi you?

%A (méi you) questions with time phrases

. WERWRER)E TEE? Did you go to the store yesterday?

2. MRFERZETH)IEER? Did you go to the store yesterday?

3. WRWERE TH XHEKEAG? Did you see a Chinese movie
yesterday?

4. WERMWRE TH CHEZER? Did you see a Chinese movie
yesterday?

1. zuotian ni qu shangdian le méiyou?

2. ni zudtian qu le shangdian méiyou?

3. ni zuotian kan le zhongwén dianying méiyou?

4. zudtian ni kan le zhongwén dianying méiydu?

'question word' questions

. WERFFARTHAT? What did you do yesterday
afternoon?

2. WERFNFAREHLAHET? What movie did you watch

yesterday afternoon?

3. WERTFNIMRE THAHE? What movie did you watch

yesterday afternoon?
1. zudtian xiawu ni gan shénme le?
2. zudtian xiawid ni kan shénme dianying le?
3. zubtian xiawl ni kan le shénme dianying?
Questioning the time an action was completed

When questioning the time an action occurred, use the same word order as statements
that express time; except (time) question words are used in place of the time.

1. Rtabtxd: T B2 When did you go to Shanghai?

2. MRt amHEd BT ? When did you go to Shanghai?

3. WRJLEEh TR What time did you go to the store?

4. PRJLAEPMEREIET ? What time did you go to the store?

5. RWERJLEEP T R)E? What time did you go to the store
yesterday?

6. VRWERJLEEETEIET ? What time did you go to the store
yesterday?

1. ni shénmeshihou qu le Shanghai?
2. ni shénmeshihou qu Shanghai le?
3. ni jididnzhong qu le shangdian?
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4. ni jididnzhong qu shangdian le?
5. ni zudtian jidianzhong qu le shangdian?
6. ni zuotian jididnzhong qu shangdian le?

'affirmative - negative' questions

1. fhE®2 bifg? Did he go to Shanghai?
2. AEHI R % B2 Did he go to Shanghai on Friday?
3. R HAREEEH? Did you watch a movie on Friday?

1. ta qu méi qu Shanghai?
2. xingqiwl ta qu méi qu Shanghdi?
3. xingqiwu ni kan méi kan dianying?

When T (le) isn’t used when expressing completed actions
It is not always necessary to use J (le) to indicate a actions have been completed. For
example, if a past action is a habitual one (example 1), when it there is no need to
emphasize the completion of an action (examples 2 and 3) nor is it used in describing
the circumstances in which something took place (example 4).

LRI At KRG o
TR AR AT

2201 2005 TF R ERNE

WERAH IR, m{%ﬁaﬁ&u”}ﬁo

AW N =

yi qian ta chang chang lai kan wo.

qunidn ta zai xuéshéng sushe zhu.

Liming 2005 nian daxué biye,

wo qu kan ta deshihou, ta zai jia xilixi neo.

=

In the past, he often visited me.

Last year, he lived in the student dormitory.

Li Ming graduated from university in 2005.
When I went to see him, he was at home resting.

b=
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Action Verbs
Actions (as part of past experience) (i)
It (guo) goes directly after the verb and indicates that an action or experience took
place in the past, but does not emphasize the completion of a specific action.

1. FE B, I have been to Shanghai.
2. ENIXAH. I have seen this movie.
I. w0 qu guo Shanghai.

2. w0 kan guo zhe g¢ dianying.

Past Actions with time phrases
To illustrate the difference between ] (le) and i (guo) consider the following. In the
first sentence, 1 (guo) is used to express the action (go) took place as part of a past

action.
B EL i, I went to Shanghai this year. (However, I am back now.)
w0 jinnidan qu guo Shanghai.
When | (le) is used, it expresses that the specific action (go) was completed.
fh AR T i, He went to Shanghai this year. (He is still there.)
ta jinnian qu le Shanghdi.
Negative Statements
To express that an action has not occurred in the past, iif (guo) is used with either 7

(méi) or %A (méi you). ¥ (méi) or X F7 (méi you) are placed before the verb and iz
(guo) is place directly after the verb.

1. &Lt B, I have not been to Shanghai.
2. WEH L. I have not been to Shanghai.
I. w0 méi qu gud Shanghai.

2. w0 méiyou qu guo Shanghai.

Questions
1f(guo) is most commonly used to express “Have you ever ...” questions.

RNz 58 - 2 Have you (ever) eaten Chinese dumplings?
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ni cht guo jiaozi ma?

When more specific information is asked for, a J (le) sentence is used.
A BHEAR 2 LT 2 When did you go to Shanghai?
shénme shihou ni qu Shanghai le?

g questions
PRI g ? Have you (ever) been to Shanghai?

ni qu gud Shanghdi ma?
%#H questions

When using i (guo), %5 (méi you) may be added to the end of a statement to create
a question.

PR B EE ? Have you (ever) been to Shanghai?
ni qu guo Shanghai méiyou?

'question word' questions

1. VRELWBIL? Where have you been?

2. REEAT AU ? What place(s) have you been to?
3. R A2 What have you studied?

4. WEE Rifg? Who has been to Shanghai?

l. ni qu guo nar?

2. ni qu guo shénme difang?

3. ni xuéxi gud shénme?

4. shéi qu guo Shanghai?

'affirmative - negative' questions
WREVweET B2 Have you (ever) been to Shanghai?

ni qu méi qu gud Shanghai?
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Describing a situation

Fooo I (shico.. de)
The s&o0. 1) (shicoo de) pattern is used to characterize a situation or to clarify an
assumption. For instance, both of the sentences below mean: “He came to China
yesterday.” The difference in usage is that sentence 2 addresses the situation:

Sentence 1 would be used to answer the question: “When did he arrive?”
Sentence 2 would be used to answer the question: “Why can’t he speak Chinese?”

1. AWERSKRHE T . ta zuodtian lai zhongguod le.
2. fhEWERKHFER.  ta shi zuodtian 1ai zhonggud de.

If a person had an unfamiliar accent, the question (3) and answer (4) below could be
used:

3. RIEMIE LR ? ni shi cong nir lai de?
4. MK, wo shi cong Guilin 1ai de.
Anytime this pattern is used with action, it always refers to some action that has

already occurred. The sentence below, must refer to a past event. Sentence 5 below
means, “When did you arrive in Beijing?”

5. IREATAWHERIIE K2 ni shi shénme shihou dao Béijing
de?

This sentence pattern is also used to ask about jobs. The sentence below means,
“What is your job?”

6. RG24 TAER)? ni shi zud shénme gong zuo de ?
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Unit 13
Using T (le) to indicate a change of state

New Words
1. 2= chu chai* travel on business
2. KIge fa shao to have a fever
3. R fan meal
4. EIPS hui lar** come back
5. S mai sell
6. SESE mai wan sell out of something
7. bl piao ticket
8. R xia yu to rain

*  To express traveling for pleasure, €17 (Il xing) or JiE¥iF (14 you) are used.
**  [A]>K (hui 14i) is a compound compliment of direction. For a detailed explanation
of compound compliments refer to Unit 30.

In the examples below, ] (le) is used to indicate the state of affairs has changed. This
usage is much more common in the spoken language than in the written form because
the change of state is relative to the current situation of the speaker and listener. For
instance, a person may look out the window and notice that it has started to rain and
say, " PR 1 (xia yu le)", "it is raining" (it wasn't before). At dinner time you will
hear, "Il 7! (fan hio le!)", "dinner is ready!". The context of these sentences is
very important. When using ] (le) to indicate a change of state, it indicates that (1)
the state has actually changed, (2) it has changed relative to what a person thought it
was or (3) that someone has made a new discovery.

If a mother has taken her son’s temperature and announces that he has a fever, I (le)
would be used to indicate the change of state.

fh e T o ta fa shao le. He has a fever.

Suppose a child’s parents were under the impression that their son was in his room
doing his homework, and one of the parents realized that he was sleeping.

A HEDE T . ta shui jiao le. He is sleeping.

Suppose two people usually play tennis on Monday afternoon but, unexpectedly, one
of them has to go out of town on business. In this case, | (le) would added to the end
of the sentence to indicate the situation has changed, relative to what the listener had
thought.
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TN EH—FREET., 1Iv[wil(i be going out town on business this next
onday.

xid g¢ xingqiyl wo jiu chi chai le,

If the person who didn’t leave town ran into the traveling person on the following
Wednesday, but didn’t think the business trip would be so short, ] (le) would be used
to indicate surprise at seeing the traveling person.

NEI S ni hui lai le. You’re back!.

If someone were describing their classmate to a friend, they may say, “He is tall”
(sentence 1). If a relative had not seen a child for a long time and the child had gotten
taller since their relatives had seen them, they would say “He has gotten taller.”
(sentence 2)

1. AR & ta hén gao. He is tall.
24t T ta gao le, He has gotten taller.

If a person entered a room with a pot of tea and someone did not intend to drink tea,
they would use the first sentence. If, after drinking some tea, they were offered a refill
but didn’t want to drink anymore tea, they could use the second sentence.

1. AN . wo bu hé. I am not having any tea.
2. F—AM T . wo bu hé le. I am not having any more tea.

When T is used to indicate a change of state and a completed action:

Sometimes, | (le) indicates both a completed action and a change of state. The
occurrence of the tickets selling out has occurred and the state of the situation has
changed, there are now no tickets and there were before.

AN RS SE T . Last Monday the tickets all sold out.
shang gé& xingqi piao dou mai wan le.

In the example above, =Z5¢ (mai wén) is a verb that is followed by a compliment of
completion. £ (mai) is a verb, which means “to sell”. =& (mai) is immediately
followed 5¢ (wén), which is used as a verb ‘compliment of results’ to indicate the

action of the verb has reached a state of completion. (Refer to Unit 22 for a full
explanation of (verb compliments of results’.)
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Unit 14
'"To Be' at a Place
This unit introduces how 7E (zai) is used as a verb to express “being at” a location and
how it is used as the preposition “at”.

New Words
1. )5 shu dian bookstore
2. ff zai in, at

1t as a Verb
'To Be' at a place
When used as a verb, £ (zai) carries the “to be” meaning. Since there is a place
following 7E (zai) and no action verb in the sentence, we know that 7t (zai) means "to
be at" a location.

fibfE & P54,  ta zai tGshiiguan. He is at the library.

If there were an action verb in the sentence, for example, /& (kan) (to read) as in the
sentence i 7E E PIE A AC. (3 zai tshiiguin kan baozhi.) then 7 (zai) would
be the preposition “at”, which is explained in the next section of this unit.

Negative Statements
When 7E (zai) carries the meaning “to be”, the rules for placing 7% (méi) or A (bu)
are the same as action verbs.

fATERFIE,  ta ba zai tashiguan. He is not at the library.
fhAE R FBIE,  ta méi zai tashuguan. He was not at the library.

If context allows, the place may be omitted, as in the answer below.

/e IR 2 ta zai tishiguin ma? Is he at the library?
M ANTE ta bu zai. He is not.

If a completed action is being discussed, then ¢ (méi) is used in the answer:

1. WERARLEE e 2 Were you at the library yesterday?
2. FREAE I was not.

1. zudtian ni zai tGshiiguin ma?
2. w0 méi zai.
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Questions
g questions

MAE 5415 ? ta zai tshiguin ma? s he at the library?

'question word' questions

HEAE B i 2 shéi zai tashiiguin? Who is at the library?
A AERE L ? ta zai nar? Where is he?

'affirmative - negative' questions

M AEANAE B 0 2 ta zai bu zai tashtiguan? Is he at the

library?

'or' questions

fib e B BrE R 2B )E 2 Is he at the library or the bookstore?
ta zai tushiiguan haishi zai shiudian?
1E (zai...) as the preposition "at"

Habitual or Intentional Actions
When expressing the location where an action happens, £ functions as the
preposition "at". In the example below, there is an action verb in the sentence, so 7t ]
15 7H (zai tashiigudn) is a prepositional phrase meaning "at the library". The
prepositional phrase, 7E...place (zai...place), must go after the subject.

M AE B 5 TR A i 4R He is at the library reading a newspaper.

He reads newspapers at the library.

ta zai tashiigudn kan baozhi.

When "7E ...place " (zai...place) prepositional phrases are used in action verb
sentences that have time phrases, they may directly follow the subject or the time
words. They may not be placed after the action verbs or at the beginning of the
sentences. Both sentences below mean, “I watch TV at home on Thursdays”.

1. AU E AL wo xingqisi zai jia kan dianshi.
2. EMIVUTRAE K E AL Xingqisi wo zai jia kan dianshi.
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Actions in Progress
In the sentence, F1FE/EF FLA (wWo zhéngzai kan dianshi.) ("I am watching TV"), we
know that 1F7F(zhéngzai) is used to indicate that action is in progress because it
comes before a verb. If ££ (zai) comes before a place then "££...place" (zai...place) is
a prepositional phrase and IF. (zhéng) is used to indicate the action of the verb (&
(kan) is in progress. In the examples below, £ 5 (zai jia) and 7 H1E (zai
tishliguan) are prepositional phrases that indicate the locations of the actions and IF
(zhéng) tells us that the action is in progress.

1. ?‘ZEE %% Eﬁﬁjﬁ_‘l o I am at home watching television.
2. fIELEEPIEERT . He is at the at the library reading.

w0 zheéng zai jid kan dianshi.
ta zhéng zai tushiigudn kanshd.

N —

Completed actions
In action verb sentences, the prepositional phrase, 7E...place (zai...place), must go
after the subject. The following example means, "I borrowed a book at the library."

R T, wo zai tashiiguin jie¢ le shii.

When "7t ...place" (zai...place) prepositional phrases are used in action verb
sentences that have time phrases, the prepositional phrase may directly follow the
subject or the time phrase. It may not be after the action verb or at the beginning or
the sentence. The following examples mean, "I borrowed two books at the library on
Saturday."

Lo AN B AT T A,
2. RWINBAE WA TIA,

woO xingqiliu zai tushiigudn ji¢ le lidang bén shi.
xingqilit wo zai tashiigudn ji¢ le liang bén shi.

N —

Negative Statements
To make a negative statement, A~ (bu1) or ¥ (méi) is placed before the prepositional
phrase beginning with 7£ (zai).

1. BALITE TAE, I don't work in Beijing.

2. EMIUIRATEZEHEHBM. I don't watch TV at home on Thursdays.

3. FRWERELEZELM, Ik I didn’t watch TV at home yesterday, |
18K 5 B HLA, watched TV at my friend’s home.
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1. woO bu zai Béijing gongzuo.
2 Xingqisi wO bu zai jia kan dianshi.
3. w0 zudtian méi zai jia kan dianshi, wo zai
péngyou jia kan dianshi,
Questions

g questions

1. fhERPEE I ? Is he at the library reading?
Does he read at the library?

2. MIEAFEKEPEE B ? Is he at the library reading (now)?
3. PRWERTEZFZRSTAT AT ?  Whatdid you do at school yesterday?

1. ta zai tashiigudn kanshii ma?
2. ta zhéngzai tGshligudn kanshii ma?
3. ni zuodtian zai xuéxiao gan shénme le?

'question word' questions

1. HAERPEER? Who reads at the library?

2. fbAEWR)LE 2 Where does he read?

3. R AR E 12 Where do you read?

4. AIFELWR)LEFR? Where is he reading (now)?

5. MhIEFEAT M EF?  Where is he reading (now)?

1. shéi zai tGshtguin kan shu?

2. ta zai nar kan sha?

3. ni zai shénme difang kanshai?

4. ta zhéngzai ndr kansha?

5. ta zhéngzai shénme difang kansha?

'affirmative - negative' questions

1. MEALEEPIE? Is he at the library?

2. EHIVUYREATEFR AL ? Do you watch TV at home on
Thursdays?

3. VRWERAEKAEFEHHAR? Did you watch TV at home
yesterday?

1. ta zai bu zai tashiguin?

2. xingqisi ni zai bu zai jia kan dianshi?

3. ni zudtian zai méi zai jia kan dianshi?
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Unit 15
There is (there exists) (B, 7E, &)
This unit introduces how to express locations. Relative locations are introduced as
well as some place names.

New Words
1. e ba measure word for chair
2. At béi bian north side
3. Jei b&i mian north side
4. 1 bian side
3. B can guan restaurant
6. R dong bian cast side
7. ZRIHI dong mian east side
8. X TH] dui mian opposite
9. 5% iy ¢ luo st Russia
10. 51k hou bian behind
11. 5 hou mian behind
12, @45 jian zhu building (noun)
13, i ke zhuo school desk for students
14. i} mian side, surface
15. Fib nan bian south side
16. [ nan mian south side
17. 53 pang bian beside
18. gy qian bian front side
19.  HiIM qian mian front side
20. P4k X1 bian west side
21. i) X1 mian west side
22, 2EBR xué yuan campus
23. = B y1 yuan hospital
24. Rt yi zi chair
25. il you bian right side
26. A you mian right side
27.  HRJE you ju post office
28. Fan zai at, there exists, there is
29. gk zhang measure word for table
30. 1 ] zhong jian middle, between
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31. Kb zu0 bian left side

32. aelil| zud mian left side
Additional Phrases
Wil zhudzi de zudbian left side of the desk
BT HA zhudzi de you bian right side of the desk
FrH 554 tishtigudn de pangbian  next to the library
= B rdbia yiyuan de b&i bian north of the library
2ERE N T xuéxiao de duimian opposite the school

There is (there exists) (§, 7E, /&)
English sentences that begin with 'there is', meaning 'there exists', are expressed using

1 (ydu), 7E(zai), and #&(shi).

(person or thing) (¥£) (location)

(location) B IR (person or thing)

PRSI AL .

LA IPITeTIE S R U [
SRR IIERUP S (G R
ATk S T A2
(ANEE SR D TTIB A < R Y o A
R I LT RAR IR 1

Hh ] R B R A W

NSk L=

There is a chair on the left side of the desk.
There is a chair on the left side of the desk.
There is a chair behind the desk.

That chair is on the left side of the desk.
There is a chair in front of your desk.

Your chair is on the left side of the desk.
Russia is north of China.

NownkLb =

yizi zai zhuozi de zudbian.
zhuozi de zuobian you yi ba yizi.
zhuozi de houbian shi yi ba yizi.
na bd yizi zai zhudzi de zuobian.
nide zhuozi de qidn bian yodu yi bd yizi.
zhudzi de zuobian shi nide yizi.
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7. zhongguo de béibian shi ¢ludsi.

Beside
English sentences that say one thing or person is next to another thing or person use
the following pattern.

(person or thing) (fE) (person's or thing's side)

(person's or thing's side) E R (person or thing)

T e BT 553

B 1) 55108 — M A

B IE I 55U R M

IANE SAE K 5514 0

B A R B P 5530 — M E
P T IR 5510 R 3K 1 7

AR

There is a dormitory beside the library.

There is a dormitory beside the library.

There is a dormitory beside the library.

That dormitory is beside the library.

There is a dormitory beside our school's library.
My dormitory is beside the library.

AR

sushe zai tishiguan de pangbian.

tushiigudn de pangbian you yi g¢ sushe.
tushiigudn de pangbian shi yi g¢ sushe.

na g¢ sushe zai tushiigudn de pangbian.

woOmen xuéxiao tushiigudn de pangbian you yi gé
sushe.

6. tashiigudn de péangbian shi wode sushe.

N =

Usage note for A (you) and /& (shi): If there are several people or things at a place
and the one you are talking about is one of many, 5 (you) is used. If there is only one
thing at a place, then s& (shi) is used. For instance, If there were several people
standing beside a car and the speaker wanted to say, “My teachers is beside that car.”
then then f5 (you) is used. 4-53 10K MIZE )l (ché pangbidn you wdode lioshi. )
If there was only one person standing by the car, & (shi) would be used. 455141 /& F&
)22 M. (ché pangbian shi wode lioshi. )
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Opposite (X} )

1E is optional in the following sentence pattern.

“® (opposite a thing or person) CGCRED) (thing or person)

Lo ERIEAE B /&) M.

2. FEEBIHEBXI E /R MEE

3. BEBOHI (B 1) —Prats

4. FEREMXSIE B 1 R) — Preat.

1. There is a dormitory opposite the library.

2. There is a dormitory opposite the library.

3. There is a school opposite my home.

4. There is a school opposite my home.

1. tashiguan de duimian (you/shi) yi gé sushe.

2. zai tushiigudn de duimian (you/shi) yi gé¢ sushe.
3. wo jia de duimian (you/shi) yi sud xuéxiao.

4. zai wo jia de duimian (you/shi) yi sud xuéxiao.

Between
Both example A and B mean: “There is a dormitory between the library and the
cafeteria.”

Example A:
(person or pan (person or 1 (person or =] 5]
thing) thing) thing)
15 45 7 B A BTH o [A]
sushe zai tushiiguan hé cangudn  zhongjian
Example B:
£ (person or 1 (person or mrE] & (person or
thing) thing) thing)
£ EE A TR ] 2 M
zai tushiguan hé canguan  zhongjian shi  yi ge sushe

Lo fEE B2 ME 5.
2. RN AR B A A T R 1
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My dormitory is between the library and the cafeteria.
My dormitory is between the library and the cafeteria.

N —

1. zai tGshiiguan hé canguan zhongjian shiyi gé sushe
2. na g¢ susheé zai tashiiguan hé canguan zhongjian.

Negative Statements
To make negative statements, ¥ (méi you), A7E(bu zai), and A~ /2& (ba shi) are
used. In these cases, stating that something "is not" in a place, measure words are not
used. *When expressing that 'nothing' exists in a specific place, A~& (bt shi) is not
used, & (méi you) is used (sentence 8).

There is not

(person or thing) (NFE) (location)
(location) BB | A R) (person or thing)

far FANEE SR TN /2
R ZELBE R T
R IR IAARR T
IRIERT T AL T 232
TR AL BB R 1
WL AR RAREIR 1
Hh I AR W el .
WA TR R0 .

NSk =

*
o0

There is not a chair on the left side of the desk.
There is not a chair on the left side of the desk.
There is not a chair behind the desk.

That chair is not on the left side of the desk.
There is not a chair in front of your desk.

Your chair is not on the left side of the desk.
China is not north of Russia.

8. There is nothing on the left side of the desk.

¥k L=

yizi buzai zhuozi de zudbian.

zhuozi de zuobian méiyou yizi.
zhuozi de zuobian ba shi yizi.

na bd yizi buzai zhuozi de zudbian.
5. nide zhudzi de qidnbian méiyou yizi.
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6. zhudzi de zudbian bushi nide yizi.
7. zhonggud buzai ¢ludsi de béi bian.
*8. zhudzi de zudbian méiyou dongxi.
Is not beside
English sentences that say one thing or person is not next to another thing or person

use the following pattern. *When expressing that 'nothing' exists in a specific place,
ANJZ (b shi) is not used, ¥ 5 (méi you) is used (sentence 7).

(person or thing) (NFE) (location)
(location) KB | A &) (person or thing)

T S AN ST IK 5512

B H 1 55 10 B 1 4

KRV EINPSuRS Y

IR 5 ANE B A 15514 o

B 1A B AR 1) S5 T R 1
B 1) 55 AN R ) i 7
*1. KRR S BA

AR

There is not a dormitory beside the library.

There is not a dormitory beside the library.

There is not a dormitory beside the library.

That dormitory is not beside the library.

There is not a dormitory beside our school's library.
My dormitory is not beside the library.

There is nothing (no building) beside the library.

NownkLbb=

sushe buzai tashiigudn de pangbian.

tushiiguan de pangbian méiyou sushé.

tushiiguan de pangbian bushi sushe.

na ge sush¢ buzai tishiiguin de pangbian.

women xuéxiao tishiiguin de pangbian méiyou sushe.
tushiigudn de pangbian bushi wode sushe.

tushiigudn de pangbian méiyou jianzhu.

NownkwLWbh =

Is not opposite
English sentences that say one thing or person is not opposite another thing or person
use the following pattern. *When expressing that 'nothing' exists in a specific place,
A& (bu shi) is not used, %13 (méi you) is used (sentence 5).
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(opposite a thing or person) (%&F / A~&) (thing or person)

£ (opposite a thing or person) (%F / A~&) (thing or person)

Lo EBIRE I (BCR / AR) 15
2. FEEBHENIE (A /I AR) T
3. BEMX (BH 1 AR) FiKL-

4. FERFEII BA I AR)

5. SR R,

There is not a dormitory opposite the library.
There is not a dormitory opposite the library.
There is not a school opposite my home.

There is not a school opposite my home.

5. There is nothing (no building) opposite my home.

¥ KA WM —

tashiigudn de duimian (méiyou / bushi) sushé.
zai tushiigudn de duimian (méiyou / bushi) sushe.
wo jia de duimian (méiyou / bushi) xuéxiao.

zai woO jia de duimian (méiyou / bushi) xuéxiao.
5. wo jia de duimian méiyou jianzhu.

¥ A WND —

Is not between
ATE(bu zai) and AN fZ&(bu shi) are used to express that something is "not" between
two other things. *In these sentence patterns, ¥ i (méiyou) is only used to express
"nothing" is between two things (sentence 5).

(person or thing) (A"7E) (person or thing) (F1)  (person or thing)  ([h))

(#E) (person or thing) (fl) (personor thing) (F/8]) (F&) (person or thing)

T 2 ANE B P I A T R A

FE A5 T AN VR o B AN R 1 7

P (1015 2 ALE B SRR 1 P ]
AR s AN B A A R P A
*5. AEP AR P A AR R

b=

1. There is not a dormitory between the library and the cafeteria.
There is not a dormitory between the library and the cafeteria.
My dormitory is not between the library and the cafeteria.

bl
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4. That dormitory is not between the library and the cafeteria.
*5. There is nothing between the cafeteria and the library.

1 sushe buzai tashiigudn hé cangudn zhongjian.

2. zai tGshiiguan hé cangudn zhongjian bushi sushe.

3. wode sushe buzai tashuigudan hé cangudn zhongjian.
4. nage sushe buzai tushiiguan hé canguan zhongjian.
*5.  zai tashiigudn hé cangudn zhongjian méiyou jianzhu.

Questions
i questions
1. 2RV & Hp s 2 Is there a post office west of the school?

2. BEFRLEWB RN 2 Is the hospital opposite the post office?
1. xuéxiao xi1bian shi yduju ma?
2. ylyuan zai youju de duimian ma?

affirmative-negative questions
LRVGIARBRARME R ? Is there a post office west of the school?

Xuéxiao x1bian shi bu shi youju?

question word questions

1. KBEEWIL? Where is the library?
2. ZERIIVEIL R AT ? What (place) is west of the school?
3. ERRSELE A What is beside the school?

1. tashGigudn zai nar?
2. xuéxiao de xibian shi shénme difang?
3. xuéxiao de pangbian yéu shénme?
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New Words
1. %=
2. AR
3. KTl
4, Hh
5. KL
6. AIAE
7. K2
8. Hih
9. Hm
10.  #p5
1. %
12. i
13. ki
4. P,
15. 24
16.  4phik
17.  AMA
18. ik
19. T
20. W
ek I
1E4 =
fEEATS B
1E AR b
TEK%E L
fERE B
TEE T
e I
oY T
7F 88 Ui I

Unit 16

Over / On / Under / Below / In / Out
This unit introduces more ways to express locations.

che vehicle (car, bike, bus)
chii zii qi ché taxi
da mén main gate
di ground
fei j1 airplane
gong gong qi che¢  public bus
huo ché train
li bian in, inside
i mian in, inside
16u fang multi-story building
Iu road
shang bian top side
shang mian top side
shu bao book bag, backpack
shi jia bookshelf
wai bian outside
wai mian outside
x1a bian under, below, bottom side
X1a mian under, below, bottom side
ye page
Additional Phrases

zai lu shang

zai ché shang

zai zixingch€ shang
zai chiiziigiche shang
zai huoche shang

zai 16u shang

zai lou xia

zai di shang

zai heéiban shang

zai bashiba y¢ shang

on the street (walking)
in a vehicle / on a bike
on a bike

in a taxi

on a train

upstairs

downstairs

on the (ground / floor)
on the blackboard

on page 88
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fEPA zai shiibao 11 in the book bag

7EF )5 B zai shudian li in the bookstore
7E K140 zal damén wai outside the main gate
LEAE &4 zai sushe wai outside the dormitory

Over / On / Under / Below / In / Out
Depending on context, |- (shang) means on, over, or above and I (xid) means under
or below. In the examples below, i/ (bian) and [fil (mian) are optional because they
are implied by context.

Since 7E (zai) is not followed by a verb we know that, in these examples, 7E (zai)
means "to be at".

( person or thing ) (F) (location )

FHBAERET /).
PAAE ST b (/).
PERT T (L/MH).
Pty dE A B G/ .
ZIMAEHCE AN GU/TH).

nhkh b=

My book is on the desk.

There is a bookshelf over/on the desk.
There are/is book(s) under/below the desk.
My dictionary is in the book bag.

Al e

There is a teacher outside the classroom.

woOde shii zai zhudzi shang (bian/mian).
shiijia zai zhuozi shang (bian/mian).
shii zai zhuozi xia (bian/mian).

wode cidian zai shii bao Ii (bian/mian).
laosh1 zai jiaoshi wai (bian/mian).

DN R W =

In these examples, i (you) is used to express 'there is', meaning 'there exists'.

(location ) #H) (person or thing)

st b (/) A3
st b G/ A A4
WPN () A5
1B (/) A B i
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5. H=EAh G4/t AW,

My book is on the desk.

There is a bookshelf over/on the desk.
There are/is book(s) under/below the desk.
My dictionary is in the book bag.

N B WN =

There is a teacher outside the classroom.

zhuozi shang (bian/mian) you wdde shi.
zhuozi shang (bian/mian) you shijia.
zhuozi xia (bian/mian) you shi.

baoli (bian/mian) you wdde cidian.
jiaoshi wai (bian/mian) you ldoshi.

DN A W -

Negative Statements
The make a negative statement, A~ (bu) is placed before £F (zai).

( person or thing ) (NEE) ( location)

PRETBATE R (/)
FEALE L (L.
PRETPALER T (A0,

B B ANE A B (3/1) .
ZIMATEZZE A (/).

bk =

Your book is not on the desk.
There is not a bookshelf over/on the desk.

Your book is not under the desk.
My dictionary is not in the book bag.

il e

The teacher is not outside the classroom.

nide shii buzai zhuozi shang (bian/mian).
shiijia bizai zhudzi shang (bian/mian).
nide shii buzai zhuozi xia (bian/mian).
woOde cididn blzai shibao li (bian/mian).
laoshi buzai jidoshi wai (bian/mian).

DN R W =
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The make a negative statement, 7% (méi) is placed before f (you).

(location ) &H) ( person or thing )

s b @b BE RN
ST Ganm) B AR,
SR (/) B AR A
B3 5L (/) A R
R A (L) A .

Al e

My book is not on the desk.

There is not a bookshelf over/on the desk.
Your book is not under the desk.

My dictionary is not in the book bag.

There is not a teacher outside the classroom.

DN A W~

zhuozi shang (bian/mian) méiyou wode shi.
zhuozi shang (bian/mian) méiyou shijia.
zhuozi xia (bian/mian) méiyou nide shi.
baoli (bian/mian) méiydu wode cidian.
jiaoshi wai (bian/mian) méiyou ldoshi.

Nk Wb =

Questions
g questions

1. PR T A/ 2 Is my book is on the desk?
2. B @Lnm ARE A ? Is my book is on the desk?

1. wode shii zai zhuozi shang (bian/mian) ma?
2. zhuozi shang (bian/mian) you wode shii ma?

'affirmative-negative' questions

1. By bl BEAEERNE? Is my book is on the desk?
2. BRAPAEAER T E @Am)? Is my book is on the desk?

1. zhuozi shang (bian/mian) you méi you wode shii?
2. wode shi zai bu zai zhudzi shang (bian/mian)?
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'questions word' questions
In the questions below, 7x I (dong xi) is optional.

1. By b Gham) B4 -2 What is on the desk?
2. AP AZRVELE ST I (GH)? What is on the desk?
1. zhudzi shang (bian/mian) you shénme dongxi?
2. shénme dongxi zai zhudzi shang (bian/mian)?
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continuing.
New Words
1 2
2.
3. =1
4. 1
5. T
6. 7
7. JZN
8. 2
9. Gits
10.  #
11. iy
12. EES
13. %
14. 4y
15.  JF
16. 4
17. 1]
18. 1]
19. &
20. &
21. R
22. B
25. &
26. iy
27.
28.  4b
29. R
30, %5
31. ki

Hh

o

H

/2

H

?

?
4]

K
B
%%\.

Unit 17

Actions in a Continuing State (&)
This unit discusses actions that have resulted in continuing states and actions that are

cao
cao di

chuan
chuang
chuang tai
dai

dai

fang
gua
guan

ju zi

kai

lao lao
mén
mén kou
nian

pai zi
qiang
qun zi
tai déng
tdng

tie

wai y1
yan jing
yéye
zhan

to place things for the purpose
decorating
to carry (in one’s arms)

to carry on one’s back
grass

the ground covered with grass
growing on it
to wear, to put on (clothing)

bed

window sill

to take, to lead

to wear (hat, glasses, tie)
to put something somewhere
to hang something up
close

sentence

open, turn on

maternal grandmother
door, gate

door, gate

to read aloud

sign

wall

dress, skirt

table lamp

to lie down or recline

to stick something to another thing
coat

glasses

paternal grandfather

to stand
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32. WAHNL  zhao xiang j1 camera

33. & zhe aspect particle indicating a
continuing state or action
34. A Zuo to sit

The examples below show the difference between “actions in progress” and
“continuing states”. In sentence 1, 7£ (zai) indicates that an action is in progress, the
subject is actively doing something. In sentence 2, # (zhe) indicates a state is
continuing. For example:

—

fh AT ZF AN A td zai chuan waiyl.
b ZF A ta chuan zhe waiyl,

N

1. Heis putting on a coat.
2. He is wearing a coat.

Actions that have resulted in a continuing state 35 (zhe)
Actions that are continuing 3 (zhe)
To indicate that that an action is continuing or has resulted in a continuing state, the
particle % (zhe) is placed directly after the verb with nothing in between. If the verb
takes an object, then the object must directly follow # (zhe) with nothing in between.
The particle | and adverbs 1I-7E and £E may not be used in these types of sentences.

In these examples, the action of the verb has resulted in the subject being in a
continuing state.

The door is open.

subject predicate verb E=

] bi *H

mén kai zhe
the door open continuing state

The dictionary has been put on the desk. (and is still there)

subject predicate verb =5 object

wy b J A aNEL
zhudzi shang fang zhe yi bén cididn
On the desk put continuing state a dictionary
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In the examples below, the action of the verb is continuing.

The teacher is standing.

subject  predicate verb &
2 i H
lao shi zhan zhe
teacher stand continuing action
Mother is carrying a child.
subject  predicate verb = object
ey il *H &%
mama bao zhe hai zi
Mother carry continuing action child

Unless context or time words indicate otherwise, the action in these sentences is
generally assumed to be happening at the current time. Continuing actions also may
occur habitually, in the past or in the future; as in the examples below.

Habitual :
. B EEAEBERITTITE. The library door is opened at 7 am in

the morning.

2. W EJLAEEBERITT S Theh library door is closed at 9 pm at
night.

1. zdo shang gididn ta shi guin de mén Kkai zhe.
2. win shang jili didn tG shi gudn de mén guan zhe.

Past : [ took a camera yesterday.
WE R4 AHNL.  zudtian wo dai zhe zhaoxiangji.
Future : [ will take a camera tomorrow.
BRI S5 AHHL.  mingtian wo hui dai zhe zhao xiang j1.
Negative Statements

To state that an action is not continuing, % (méi) or % (méi you) are placed before
the predicate verb.

Lo S Bl , AbATIAR%
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2. WERFBAT A AL

l. xuéshéng méi zhan zhe, tamen zuod zhe.
2. zudtian wo méi you dai zhe zhaoxiangji.

The students are not standing, they are sitting.
Yesterday, I did not take a camera.

N —

Questions

To ask a yes-no question about a continuing action or a continuing state in a sentence
that uses 4 (zhe), %13 (méi you) or "5 (ma) are placed at the end of the sentence. To
answer affirmatively, state the verb followed by & We (zhe ne). % (méi ydu)
questions may not be answered affirmatively using X (dui) or s& (shi). "% (ma)
questions may be answered affirmatively using X} (dui) or j& (shi), however, X} (dui)
or »& (shi) may not be used as one-word answers. They are generally followed by a
complete sentence.

Did you bring a Chinese dictionary?

VR 2 OB R LA g 2 ni dai zhe hanyu cididn méi you?

PRty 25 PV ] i 2 ni dai zhe hanyt cidiin ma?

negative answer WA méi you

negative answer W Aq, WK ATE. méiydu, wod méi daizhe.
negative answer BT o méi dai.

affirmative answer #5251 dai zhe ne.

The affirmative answers below are grammatically correct but they are too long to be
used in common conversation. The two examples below mean, “Yes, I did bring a
camera’.

XF, Fs A5 PO ] Lo dui, wo dai zhe hanyu cidiin.
&, Tl E PGB, shi, wo dai zhe hanyi cidiin.

Example Sentences

Lo 55 B i qiang shang ti¢ zhe dita.

2. TEANWE T, ménkou tie zhe yi gé pdizi.

3. W bEHEEEE. qgiang shang gua zhe hua.

4. wH LA, chuang tai shang bii zhe hui.
5. wWae bcEL. chuang tai shang fang zhe hua.
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A map is taped to the wall.

A sign is glued on the door.

A picture is hanging on the wall.

Some flowers are (displayed) on the window sill.
Some flowers are lying on the window sill.

M

In the above sentences 1 — 3, the character Ifj (ti€) is used to describe things that are
“stuck” to other things, for instance, when something is glued or taped to another
thing. To express “hanging” something, such as a picture or clock, ££ (gua) is used. In
sentences 4 and 5) the character 3 (bdi) is means “to be displayed” and the character
Ji (fang) means “to put”. If someone where to put a vase of flowers on a window sill
with the intention of decorating, they would use # (bai). If someone had laid down a
bunch of flowers on the window sill, simply as a place to put them for the moment, Ji
(fang) would be used.

6. WhEFEBH T ta chuan zhe xin qunzi.
7. ABEENR B . ta dai zhe yanjing.

8. MR T ta dai zhe maozi.

9.  HWIRH, chuang hu guan zhe.

10. SATFHE. tai deng kai zhe.

6.  She is wearing a new dress.
7.  He is wearing glasses.

8.  He is wearing a hat.

9.  The window is closed.

10. The table lamp is on.

In the above sentences 7 and 8), when expressing “to wear” articles of clothing, %
(chuan) is used; however, % (chuan) is not used for everything one can wear. For
wearing some things, such as hats, glasses, and gloves; #{ (dai) is used. When
referring to items that are worn, but are tied, for example a necktie, ¥ (dai) or & (ji)
may used.

11, 2R 1A xuéshéng men zuo zhe.

12. 5555 yéye shui zhe.

13, 11, BMEITE. mén kai zhe, dianshiy& kai zhe.
14, AN E . na gé xuéshéng béi zhe shiibao.
15. fihEH FZHR ta zOu zhe qu xuéxido.

11. The students are sitting.
12. Grandpa (paternal) is sleeping.
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13.  The door is open, the TV is also on.
14. That student is carrying a book bag.
15. He is walking to school.

In sentence 14, 15 (béi) is used to indicate someone is carrying something on their
back, such as a backpack. In China, a backpack is usually referred to as a “bookbag”

F549 (sha bao).

16.  ZNAE, KA. ldoshi zuo zhe, xiiixio
17, WGEAE IR EAA . liolao zai chuang shang ting zhe.
18, LIS AT ? liolao ting zhe méiydu?
19. Wi /EIR EgiAs, ta méi zai chuang shang
T AL 2 tang zhe, ta zuo zhe.
20. [IHFERA? mén kai zhe méi you?

16. The teacher is sitting and resting.

17. Grandmother (maternal) is lying on the bed.
18. Is Grandmother (maternal) lying on the bed?
19. She isn’t lying on the bed, she is sitting.

20. Is the door open?

21 WA AN LS . mama dai zhe haizimen
qu shangdian,

22, M ETATE B LA, ta dai zhe women nian
h€ibdn shang de juzi.

23, AhAE eSS . ta zai houmian zhan zhe.
24, HLEIAERE BHEE dita zai giang shang

gua zhe.
25, MBATTERAE L AR tamen dou zai ciodi

shang zuo zhe,

21. Mother is taking the children to the store.

22. The teacher led us while we spoke the sentence on the board.
23. He is standing in the back.

24. The map is hanging on the wall.

25. They all are sitting on the grass.

In sentence 21, ‘i (dai) means “to take” or “to lead”. For instance, if a person is
giving another person a ride in their car or leading another person to a place (because
they don’t know where it is). In sentence 22, 77 (dai) is used to express that the
students are repeating (aloud) what the teacher is saying.
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How Often / How Many Times
This unit introduces statements and questions regarding "how often" actions or events
occur as well as how to express “how many times” actions have occurred.

New Words
1. O chang chang often
2. IR ci (number of) times
3. A coéng bu never
4. X du jia vacation
5. Bty N duan lian to do physical exercise
6. N gong yuan park
7. IR 2D hén shio not much, not many, not often
8. 2 jing chang often
9. Jidis3 1l you to travel for pleasure
10. M D pao bu run
1. BkiE tido wu to dance
12. S G tong chang regular, ordinary, normal
13. % yao medicine
14. 1z 5)) yun dong sports, participating in sports
15. JE zhou mo weekend

28, (jing chang) and % (chang chidng) have the same meaning. Depending on
context, they may mean "usually" or "often". They may not be placed at the beginning
of a sentence. They must always go after the subject and before the verb.
Prepositional phrases, (£F ..... location), may be placed directly after the subject
(sentence 2) or after 287 (jing chang) and i % (chang chang) (sentence 3).

1. R&EER. | REwED. [ often read.
2. WHEAXFEA.
3. WAEXEHES.

I often read at home.

I often read at home.

1. w0 jingchang kan shu./wo chadngchang kanshd.
2. w0 changchang zai jia kan shi.
3. w0 zai jia changching kan shu.
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Negative Statements
The most common way to express "not often" or "seldom" is 18 /> (hén shio);
however, NZ2H (bu jing chdng) may be used. ¥ (chang chang) is never used in a
negative statement. R/ (hén shdo) and HZ %7 (bu jing chang) may not be placed at
the beginning of a sentence. They must always go after the subject and before the verb.
Prepositional phrases, (£ ..... location), may be placed directly after the subject
(sentence 3) as well as after 18/ (hén shiio) or ANZE4 (bu jing chang), (sentences 4).

1. FRIRDEFEP. I don't read often. / I seldom read.
2. FA é’é'ﬁ%’%% o I don't read often. / I seldom read.
3. RAEFIRDEDR. I seldom read at home.

4. IR DEFEPR. I seldom read at home.

5. BMALEFETP. I never read at home.

I. woO hén shao kan shi.

2. w0 bu jingchang kan shi.

3. w0 zai jia hén shdo kan shi.

4. w0 hén shdo zai jia kan shi.

5. woO congbu zai jia kan shd.

How Often
To express that something happens every day, week or month; time phrases are placed
at the beginning of the sentence or after the subject.

1. FRFFRENH., I go to the park everyday.
2. TNAEHEEAE, I go to the park every week.
3. IREATEHARE M . I watch TV every weekend.

w0 m¢éitian qu gongyudn.
méi ge Xinggi wo qu gongyuan.
3. w0 méi ge zhoumo kan dianshi.

N —

When stating how often something happens within a specific time frame, the time
frame is stated at the beginning of the sentence or after the subject. The number of
times the thing happens within that time frame, is placed between the verb and the
object. In the sentences below, BtHE (tido wit) (dance), FEfR (du jid) (take a vaction),
B HAM (kan dianshi) (watch TV), and "z 24 (chi yao) (eat medicine) are verb-object
phrases. The number of times is expressed using {X (ci), for example, —{X (san ci)
means "3 times".
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One of these two patterns is used:

I go on vacation once a year.

time frame subject verb number of times object
A £59 JE —K 1
yi nian wo du yi ci Jid.
subject time frame verb number of times object
£59 Ik J& —K o
wo yi nian du yi ci jiA,
1. Fe— P HBEWIREE, I go dancing twice a month.
2. —ANEMBEEZIRHEM.,  Iwatch TV three times a week.
3. FREFRWEPHIRZ . I take medicine twice a day.
4. WEFEFT—I E, I go to Shanghai once a year.
5. BEANEIEHE—IREZI,  1see my teacher once a week.

woO yige yue tiao lidng ci wu.

yi gé xingqi wo kan san ci dianshi.
woO méitian chi lidng c¢i yao.

w0 méinidn qu yici Shanghdi,

w0 méi g& xingqi kan yi ci ldo shi.

DN A W N ==

When the object is a personal pronoun, as in, “I see/meet him twice a week.” , the
sentence pattern is:

time frame subject verb object number of times
fA R £59 L b —K
méi g& Xingqi wo jian ta yi ci
subject time frame verb object number of times
£29 AN A L fith —iK
wo méi g¢ XIngqi jian ta yi ci

Some two character verbs cannot be divided, for instance #{/% (duan lian) (to
physically exercise). In these cases, the sentence pattern below is used. It goes beyond
the scope of this book to list these words.
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I workout three time a week.

time frame subject verb number of times
A ALY , Bk =
méi ge xIngqi wo duanlian san ci
subject time frame verb number of times
£29 AN B =k
wo méi g¢ xingqi  duanlian san ci
1. F—FhElE—%. I travel once a year.
2. —PMEMFIEZ =K. I play sports three time a week.

1. wo yinian liiy6u yi ci.
2. yi gé xingqi wo yundong sanci.
How Many Times

To express the number of times that something has occurred, the same sentences
pattern as above may be used.

1. FEk=w i, I have been to Shanghai three times..
2. jﬁﬁﬁ&%l‘_ &= /QL'\J:/ o I went to Shanghai 3 times last year.
3. RWERWZ T —IRVR. I ate once yesterday.

4. FRWERIL T Hth—Ik. I saw him once yesterday.

5. B EANEMEMT =, I worked out three times last week.
l. w6 quguo sanci Shanghii.

2. qunidan wO qu guo sanci Shanghai.

3. wo zuotian chi le yi ci fan.

4. wo0 zuétian jian le ta yi ci.

5. wo shang gé xingqi duanlian le san ci.

Normally / Usually
0 (tong chang) is used to express what ordinarily happens. Negative words cannot
be used before il 7 (tong chang) but it can be used to express that something doesn’t
“usually” happen. For instance, in example 3.

1. ﬁij,:L_T%9 Eﬁ/ﬁ)ﬁ o ﬁ HLAE o He usually watches TV after dinner.
2. &ﬁf%ﬁ —/\ 2 B )(z]j#{j\ o I usually workout three times a week.
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3. BN Ml aa . There are wusually no classes on
Saturday afternoon.

1. ta tongchang wdnfan hou kan dianshi.
2. woO tongchadng méi yi g¢ xingqi duanlian san ci.
3. xingqiliu xiawi tongchang méiyou ke.

Questions
g questions
PRGBS /R 2 Do you read often?

ni jingchang kan shii ma? /ni changchang kan shii ma?

These questions may be answered affirmatively by simply saying ¥ (chang chang)
or £ (jing chang).

'How Often' questions

In English, the question "how often do you go dancing?", does not require the speaker
to specify a time frame or the frequency of occurrences. In Mandarin, when asking
"how often?" questions, the frequency of the actions or the time between their
occurrences must be specified.

One way to ask how often something happens, is to specify how many times an action
happens within a time frame. In this type of a question JL{X (ji ci), (how many
times?), is placed between the verb and the object. In the sentences below, BtFE (tido
wii) (dance), &1 (du jid) (take a vacation), and & HL A% (kan dianshi) (watch TV) are
verb-object phrases. This kind of sentence may begin with the subject or a time frame.

1. R—4EE LR ? How many times do you take a
vacation in one year?

2. —AHARBEJLIREE? How many times do you go dancing
in a month?

3. RN EMEJLIRHBAR? How many times do you watch TV in
week?

4. PR—AEWABE LR ? How many times do you work out in
a week?

5. PR—HEJEWEJLIR? How many times a year do you
travel?

l. ni yi nidn du ji ci jia?

2. yige yue ni tido ji ci wu?

3. ni yige xingqi kan ji ci dianshi?

4. ni yige xingqi duanlian ji ci?

5. ni yinian liiyou ji ci?
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Another way to ask how often something happens, is to ask how much time passes
between each occurrence. This type of questions begins with Z /(] (dud chang
shi jian) which in this context asks, "how long between occurrences?". In this type of
question, —{X (yi ci), which means "one time", is placed between the verb and the
object. This kind of sentence may begin with the subject (sentences 1, 3, 4, 5) or Z K
i 1) (dud chang shi jian) (sentences 2, 6).

1. R KBRS — AR ? How often do you go on vacation?
2. ZRINEMREE—IREE? How often do you go dancing?
3. REZKBFEE —IRHAR? How often do you watch TV?
4. VRS KB a0 —kE? How often do you go running?
5. WRZKIa)BeE—k? How often do you workout?

6. ZKIERIzs—IK? How often do you play sports?
1. ni dudchang shijian du yi ci jid?

2. dudchéng shijian ni tiao yi ci wu?

3. ni dudchang shijian kan yi ci dianshi?

4. ni dudchang shijian pdo yi ci bu?

5. ni dudchang shijian duanlian yi ci?

6. dudchang shijian ni yundong yi ci?

Note: Z KA (dud chang shi jian) may also be used to ask how long something
happens. (refer to Unit 31 for a complete explanation of how to express the duration
of actions)

VREF IR M 22 KB ] 2 How long do you run each time?
B a1 LN 30 minutes.

ni méi ci pdo dudchang shijian?
san shi fén zhong.
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New Word
1. vk
2. INAE
3. I
4. Mk
5. e
6. R
7. |
8. IF
9. T
10.  FAIH
11. F%&
12. (i
13.  H
14. B
15.  R#HE
16 HHATE
17. i
18. K
19 Bl
20.  ft4
21. L
22, EXK
23,
2. HiF
25. 15
26, Ak
27.  H
28. B4
29. I
30. BRI
31. Al

Unit 19

How / Why / Like / Dislike
This unit deals with expressing purpose, methods, likes and dislikes.

ai

ban gong shi
bing

di ti€

hai pa

hén

hui

kai

kai che
kan bing
mao bi
mian tiao
pa

qi

qi ché

qi zi xing ché
shi pin

tdo yan
wanr

wei shén me
wén zhang
xi huan

X1€ X1€

X1€ Xin

Xin

y1fu

yong

zén me

zul

zui xi huan
Zuo

love

office

sick

subway

afraid

hate

return

drive, open, begin
drive a car (bus, truck)
see a doctor

brush for calligraphy
noodles

to dislike, to fear

ride (a bike, a horse, motorcycle)
car

ride a bike

foodstuffs

hate, disgusting

play, relax and enjoy oneself
why

article, passage, essay
like

thanks, thank you

to write a letter

letter

clothes

use

how?

most

favorite

to ride in a vehicle
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Expressing Purpose (Why)
In the following sentences, the predicate has two consecutive verbs or verbal phrases.
The order of these verb phrases is fixed. The first verb or verbal phrase indicates the
action and the second indicates the purpose of the action.

Note: When Chinese talk about going somewhere to relax and have a good time they
say “play” ()L wanr).

Lo AR M FRBERE.

2. MBAER A S D)L,

3. WARTFREREWRT .

4. BWEREMAKIILT .

1. I'will go to the hospital to see a doctor this afternoon.
2. Tam going to my friend's home to “play” now.

3. I 'went to the hospital to see a doctor this afternoon.
4. Iwentto my friend's home to “play” yesterday.

1. w0 jintian xiawl qu yiyuan kan bing.

2. ta xianzai qu péngyou jid wanr.

3. wo0 jintian xiawl qu yiyuan kan bing le.
4. wo zudtian qu péngyou jia wanr le.

Negative Statements
Lo W BRANZ RIS K2R Y
20 WIWERECEL RIS KRV o
3. AR FFEREEREW.

She won't go to the store to go shopping tomorrow.
I didn't go to the store to go shopping yesterday.
3. Ididn't go to the hospital to see a doctor this afternoon.

N —

ta mingtian bu qu shangdian mai dongxi.
ta zudtian méi qu shangdian mdi dongxi.
3. w0 jmtian xiawl méi qu yiyuan kan bing.

N —

Questions
g questions:

L SR FEERERD?
2. WHHEE MK K DL ?
3. AR TFREBER T 5?
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4. fFERZMAK DL T ?

1.  Will he go to the hospital to see a doctor this afternoon?
2. Are you going to a friend's home to “play” now?

3. Did he go to the hospital to see a doctor this afternoon?
4. Did he go to a friend's house to “play” yesterday?

1. ta jintian xiawd qu yIyuan kan bing ma?

2. ni xianzai qu péngyou jia wanr ma?

3. ta jintian xiawlu qu yiyuan kan bing le ma?
4. ta zuotian qu péngyou jia wanr le ma?

'affirmative-negative' questions

L S RN EANEEREWR?
2. fRIHEEAZIN AKX DUL?
3. fMEREBEZMAAKDOIL?

1.  Will he go to the hospital to see a doctor this afternoon?
2. Are you going to your friends to “play” now?
3. Did he go to a friend's home to “play” yesterday?

1. ta jintian xiawl qu bu qu yiyuan kan bing?
2. ni xianzai qu bu qu péngyou jia wanr?
3. ta zudtian qu méi qu péngyou jia wanr?

'Why' questions:
When asking why an action takes place, the following pattern is used:

(subject) JHA (action)
wei shén me

Lo AbA RN A ARER?
2. KRB AT A RIS
3. RWERA AL THER?

Why is he going to go to the hospital this afternoon?

N —

. Why are you going to a friend's house now?
3.  Why did you go to the post office yesterday?

1. ta jintian xiawt wéi shénme qu yiyuan?
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2. ni xianzai wéi shénme qu péngyou jia?
3. ni zuotian weishénme qu le yoéuju?

'question word' questions

Lo PRt AR 2 BT R ARG ?
2. RERIERAA?

3. RERIEERMAAT?

When are you going to go shopping in Beijing?
. What will you buy at the store?
3. What did you buy at the store?

N —

1. ni shénme shihou qu B¢ijing mai dongxi?
2. ni qu shangdian mai shénme?
3. ni qu shangdian mai shénme le?

'or' questions

YR )5 S8 i 2 SR IR 2 Are you going to the store to by food or
clothes?

ni qu shangdian mai shipin haishi mai yifu?

Expressing Means and Method
In the following sentences, the predicate has two consecutive verbs or verbal phrases.
The order of these verb phrases is fixed. The first verb or verb phrase expresses the
means or method of second verb's action.

Note: In Mandarin, "going home" or "returning home" are both expressed as
"returning home", [F] (huf) is always used.

1. BRHEBESNF, I use a brush to write Chinese
characters.

2. BRAIHHENE CE, We use computers to write articles.

3. FRAAHRAK ] 5K, I go home by subway.

4.  FeAAHh RN I take the subway to my office.

5. AN IERZEZIpNE, I go to my office by public bus.

6. RHEHAHITHEEZHAE. I ride my bike to my office.

7. RIFEEIANZE, I drive to my office.

8. AL KNLZE i, I take a plane to Shanghai.

1. w0 yong maobi xi¢ hanzi.
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2. wOmen yong dianndao xi¢ wénzhang.
3. woO zud diti¢ hui jia.
4. w0 zuo diti¢ qu bangongshi.
5. w0 zuo gonggongqgiche qu bangongshi.
6. w0 qi zixingché qu bangdngshi.
7. w0 kaiche qu bangongshi.
8. wo zuo feiji qu Shanghdi.
Negative Statements
1. BAHEE A5, I don't take the subway home.
2. FRFEREALH: A 5K, I didn't take the subway home

yesterday.

3. BAKREFAHBEEN Y. I will not use a brush to write

Chinese characters this morning.

4. AR EFEHBEEN S, I didn't use a brush to write Chinese

characters this morning.

1. wo bu zuo diti€¢ hui jia.
2. w0 zudtian méi zuo diti¢ hui jia.
3. wo0 jintian shangwu b yong madaobi xi¢ hanzi.
4. w0 jintian shangwl méi yong mdaobi xi¢ hanzi.
Questions
g questions
1. AfhAAkZ=F bt 2 Does he take the train to Beijing?
2. ABAR Kk ZEZAL R T2 Did he take the train to Beijing?

3. HERABAL kZEFdb it T g2 Did he take the train to Beijing

N —

yesterday?

ta zud huoché qu Béijing ma?
ta zud huo ché qu Béijing le ma?

3. zudtian ta zud huoché qu Béijing le ma?

'affirmative-negative' questions
fth AN TEAL K ZE b T ? Does he take the train to Beijing?

ta shi bu shi zudo huodché qu B¢ijing?
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'questions word' questions
When asking how an action takes place, the following pattern is used:

(subject) = (action)
z&én me
1. fh/EaFdbn? How does he go to Beijing?
2. XANFELE? How do you write this character?

ta zénme qu Bé&ijing?
zh¢ ge zi zénme xi¢?

N —

'or' questions

PRAR KM ZE i JE A K 2 g Do you take the bus or

your car to go to work?
ni zuod f€iji qu Shanghdi héishi zud hudché qu Shanghdi?

Stating Likes and Dislikes
When stating likes and dislikes, if the predicate has two consecutive verbs or verbal
phrases, the order of these verb phrases is fixed. The first verb or verbal phrase
expresses the feeling the speaker has about the second verb's action. (examples 1 - 5)

When stating likes and dislikes, if there is no second verb, the verb indicates the
speaker's feelings about the object. This could be a condition, a place or a thing
(examples 6 - 9). To show stronger feelings 1& (hén) or JE7 (fei chang) may be
added before words that express feelings (sentence 2, 7). The word meaning "to be
afraid" , 1f (pa), is often used to express dislike (sentence 9).

1. Be= Xk, [ like to drink coffee.

2. AR =R IMAE ., I like drinking coffee very much.
3.0 P I love to drink coffee.

4.  FREIRIGH %% I like to eat noodles.

5. FeistIRMEIMAE, I hate drinking coffee.

6. LiTIRE K. I hate summer.

7. FRAEETIRE R, I hate summer very much.

8. FE Wb, I like Beijing.

9. I, I dislike cold (weather).

1. woO xihuan hé kafei.

2. w0 hén xihuan he kafei.
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3. woO ai he kafei.
4. wo xihuan chi miantido.
5. woO taoyan hé kafei.
6. w0 tdoyan xiatian.
7. wo feéichdng tdoyan xiatian.
8. w0 xihuan Bé&ijing.
9. w0 pa léng.

Negative Statements
1. BRAERMENHE, I dislike drinking coffee.
2. FRARASZEXRIE W I dislike drinking coffee very much.
3. BAEw ARG nEE, I dislike drinking coffee very much.
4. TAMHEEL. I don’t dislike cold (weather).
I. woO bu xihuan hé kafei.
2. w0 hén bu xihuan he kafei.
3. w0 feichang bu xihuan hé kafei.
4. woO bu pa Iéng.

Questions

g questions:
AR X My W P P 2 Do you like to drink coffee?

ni xihuan hé kaféi ma?

'affirmative-negative' questions
1. PREXRANEL R B 0 HE? Do you like to drink coffee?
2. WREANZ IR INHE? Do you like to drink coffee?

1. ni xihuan bu xihuan hé kafei1?
ni xi bu xihuan hé kaféi?

'question word' questions:

1. PREEIRE A2 What do you like to drink?
2. YEEXRMEINMEE? Who likes to drink coffee?

3. WREERIKE B4 What is your favorite fruit?
1. ni xihuan hé shénme?

2. shéi xihuan hé kafei?

3. ni zui xihuan de shuigud shi shénme?
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Unit 20
Compliment of Potentiality (3)
Sentences with no Action / Sentences with Potential Action
This first section of this unit deals with modifying verbs in sentences that have no
action. For example, in the sentence "He runs fast", "run" is a verb but there is not
action in the sentence. The second section deals with sentences with potential action.
For example in the sentence, “Can you clean the stain out of this shirt?”

New Words
1. 15 de structural particle
2. e dong understand
3. T gan jing clean
4. i man slow
5. 5 4t qing chu clear
6. shui sleep
7. Iy ting listen, hear
8. 5 x1€ zi write, write letters or characters

Compliment of Potentiality

(Sentences with no Action)
When 73 (de) is used after a verb, the verbs do not indicate an action. In the following
examples, 73 (de) goes after the verbs and is used to connect the verbs to the words
that modify them. For instance, I3 {HiE (wo ting de dong hanytli) means "I
understand (spoken) Chinese". In this sentence, {5 (de) is between the verb W (ting)
(to hear) and the “compliment of potentiality” & (dong) (to understand). It means the
speaker can understand Chinese by listening. This sentence has no action. The verb
may be further modified to indicate degree by using adverbs such as {i (hén) or |7
(fei chang) (sentence 6).

1 AR, ta pao de kuai. He runs fast.

2. b g . ta pio de man. He runs slowly.
3. fhiifSiE4E.  ta shud dé qgingchu. He speaks clearly.
4. fEAR. ta xi¢ de kuai. He writes fast.

5. FRMETSLf. woO shui de hdo. I sleep well.

6. fhIEEIRME, ta pdo de hén kuai. He runs very fast.

When 73 (de) is used with verb object phrases, such as 5 (xi¢ zi) (write Chinese
characters) - both characters are stated, then the first character is stated again,
followed by 73 (de) which is followed by the words that modify the verb. Adverbs
such as {i (hén) and JE 7 (fei chang) may be used (sentences 4, 5).
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1. A s e, He runs fast.

2. fihi D e He runs slowly.

3. MhEEEHEN, He writes fast.

4. AP TE IR E AR He speaks very clearly.
5. FeEGWIESIR I, I sleep very well.

1. ta paobu pao de kuai.

2. ta paobu pdao de man.

3. ta xiézi xi¢ de kuai.

4. ta shuohua shuo de hén qingchu.

5. wo shuijiao shui de hén hao.

Negative Statements
To make a negative statement, #4 (de) is followed by 4~ (bu). Adverbs such as 1R (hén)
or E (fei chang) may be not used in these statements.

1. gAY, He does not run fast.
2. q’@ﬁ?%zi{%% . He does not speak clearly.
3. BREEEHEAN, I do not write letters fast. (correspondence)
4.  FRER ﬁﬁﬁéﬁiﬁ} . I do not sleep well.
5. AhpuP A AN, He does not run fast.
1. ta pao de bu kuai.
2. ta shud de bu gingchu.
3. wo xiéxin xi€¢ de bu kuai.
4. wo shuijiao shui de bu hao.
5. ta pdobu pdao de bu kuai.
Questions
5 questions: single character verbs
Al A B 2 ta pao de kuai ma? Does he run fast?

% questions: two-character verb-object phrases

1. AP s pend 2 Does he run fast?
2. fh'BEE A ? Does he write fast? (handwriting)

ta paobu pao de kuai ma?
ta xi€zi xi¢ de kuai ma?

N —
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Compliment of Potentiality
(Sentences with Potential Action)
This sentence structure may also be used to indicate if is something is possible.

Question 1: PRI 1518 BN 2 Do you understand Chinese?

Answer 1: W 51 I understand Chinese (from listening)
Question2:  PREHEE N TN 2 Can you read Chinese?
Answer 2: BEHS N, I understand Chinese (from listening)

Question 1:  ni ting de dong hanyl ma?

Answer 1: wo ting de dong.
Question2:  ni kan de dong hanzi ma?
Answer 2: wo kan de dong.

If you went into a local dry cleaners and wanted to know if they could get a stain out
of your shirt, you would ask the question:
Note: Any article of clothing may be referred to as £</lt (y1 fu).

1. XML TR0 2 Can this be cleaned?
20 RXFARARDEAT T BEATHF?

1. zhé jian yifu xi dé ganjing ma?
2. zh¢ jian yifu xi dé ganjing xi bu ganjing?

The answer to the question would probably be:

1. Y514, xi dé ganjing. It can be cleaned.
2. YeATHS xi bu ganjing. It can’t be cleaned.

If you took your shirt into the dry cleaners and assumed that everything would go
smoothly, but the clerk realizes that your shirt can’t be cleaned, then the clerk would
say:

XA RGEAT 4. zhe jian yifu xi bu ganjing. This shirt can’t

be cleaned.

“Compliments of Potentiality” are discussed further in Unit 22 where they are
compared to “Compliments of Results”.
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Unit 21
Comparisons
This unit introduces the sentence patterns used to compare actions that are different,
state that two actions are the same.

New Words
. K 780 early
Comparing Actions
A'is greater than B
A tt. B verb-object
A verb-compliment [, B comparison standard
A tt. B verb-compliment  comparison standard
A verb-compliment t; B comparison standard degree
A tt. B verb-compliment  comparison standard degree
A is not greater than B
A ANEh B verb-object
A verb-compliment AEt B comparison standard
A AL B verb-compliment comparison standard
A is equal to or greater than B
A H B comparison standard
A'is less than B
A wH B comparison standard

Stating two actions are the same
A is the same as B

A i /0 B —F  verb-object
A verb-compliment  §f / fll B —#¢  comparison standard
A B8/ B —#¢  comparison standard

Stating two actions are not the same
A is not the same as B

A ER /i B AN—FE  verb-object

A verb-compliment R / I B A—F  comparison
standard

A HR /A1 B verb-compliment A~—#f comparison
standard

Comparing Two Actions (tt)
When using Lt (bi) to compare two actions, where A is greater than B, the following
pattern is used. In this pattern, the action is a verb-object phrase. A degree of
difference may not be stated here.
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A L B action
fit B EXE

He likes music more than I do. ta bi wo xihuan yinyue.

When comparing actions that are stated as complimented verbs (that is, verbs
modified with 13) the verb compliment may be part of A or B. In this pattern, A is
greater than B and the comparison standard is stated last. The comparison standard
may be followed by a degree, which is optional. When stating the degree of difference,
an exact number or an approximation may be used. When stating an approximation,

— 1)L (yi didnr) and —%¥ (yi xi€) are used for small differences while 3% (de dud)
and 2 T (duod le) are used for relatively large differences.

A t B comparison standard degree
1. A b P P,
PR N : K S = 2 P
3. il te P PR — Lo
4. fpsE b KA Ut (EEN
1. He runs faster than I do.
2. He runs faster than I do.
3.  He runs a little faster than I do.
4. His Chinese is much better than mine.
1. ta bi wo pdo de kuai.
2. ta pao de bi wo kuai.
3. ta bi wo pdo de kuai yi didnr.
4. ta hanyu bi wo shud de hdo de duo.

ANEE (bu bi) is used to state that A is not greater than B; however, this pattern is only
used to express disagreement or refutation. The standard of comparison is stated last.
Adverbs such as 1R (hén) and JE% (fei chang) may not be used to modify the
comparison standard.

He doesn't like music as much as I do.

A ANEL B action
il ANt E54 HRE R

ta bu bi wo xithuan yinyue.
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A ANEE B comparison standard
L. fib AL RS .

2. gt ANk F PR

1. ta bu bi wo pao de kuai. He can't run as fast as I can.

2. ta pao de bu bi wo kuai. He can't run as fast as I can.
Questions

g questions
Adding "% (ma) to the end of a Lt (bi) statement creates a yes-no question.

1. A ECAR =R SR 2 Does he like music more than you do?
2. bR g 2 Does he run faster than you do?

3. fihEbARMIAAPe— 5 )L 2 Does he run a little faster than you do?

ta bi ni xihuan yinyu¢ ma?
ta pao de bi ni kuai ma?
3. ta bi ni pdo de kuai yi didnr ma?

N —

'affirmative - negative' questions
Statements using Lt (bi) and A~ (bu bi ) may be changed into affirmative-negative

questions by using EANEE (bi bu bi). In this sentence pattern, "% (ma) may not be
used.

1. MEEASECARZE RS 5K 2 Does he like music more than you do?

2. i LA EL R ? Does he run faster than you do?
1. ta bi bu bi ni xihuan yinyue?
2. ta pao dé bi bu bi ni kuai?

Comparing Two Actions (5 / % H)
When comparing two actions, the following pattern is used to express A is equal to or

greater than B:
A F=3 B comparison standard

fib 73 f E29 e
2. fth 11 LIRS, P

[
.

p—

ta pao de you wo kuai. He runs at least as fast as I do.
2. ta you woO pdo de kuai. He runs at least as fast as I do.
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1. fhmEEE R He draws at least as good as I do.
2. VRUEH AL, You speak (a language) as well as he does.
3. MEEEIRX AR, He is as least as fast (at this) as you are.

ta hua de you wo hdo.
ni shudo de you ta hio.
3. ta zuo de you ni zhéme kuai.

N —

When comparing two actions, the following pattern is used to express A is less than B,
% (méi) or B (méiydu) may be used. The standard of comparison is stated last.
Adverbs such as {i (hén) and FF 7 (féi chang) cannot be used to modify the
comparison standard.

A %) B comparison standard
b s Be) £59 PR
2. fth %) 113 P

[E—

1. Hedoesn’trunasfastasIdo. ta pdo de méi(you) wo kuai.

2. Hedoesn’trunas fastasIdo.  ta méi(you) wo pao de kuai.

1. s %A B He is not better at drawing than I am.

2. PRI i You are not better at speaking (a
language) than he is.

3. MMIE A IRIX AP, He is not faster (at this) than you are.

4. MATTEE BATERE R, They did not arrive as early as us.

1. ta hua de méiyou wo hao.

2. ni shudo de méiyou ta hao.

3. tad zuo de méiyou ni zheme kuai.

4. tamen meéiyou wOmen lai de zdo

Questions
g questions
Adding "% (ma) to the end of a 5 (you) statement creates a question.

1. s 584G Felgng 2 Does he draw as well as I do?
2. VRV A g 2 Do you speak (a language) as well as he does?

l. ta hua de ydou wo hdo ma?
2. ni shuo de you ta hdo ma?
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'affirmative - negative' questions

Statements using ¢ (méi) or ¥ 15 (méi you) may use the 7% f (you méi ydu)
affirmative-negative question pattern. In this sentence pattern, "3 (ma) may not be
used.

1. fhEEE%E RLT? Does he draw as well as I do?
2. PRINIEHEREMER? Do you speak (a language) as well as he does?

1. ta hua dé y6u méi you wo hao?
2. ni shuo dé you méi you ta hiao?

Stating that two actions are the same (FRccoooo —FF)
When stating that two actions are the same, both things are linked with #2 (gén) or 1
(hé) followed by —#¥ (yi yang) followed by the action. When the action is expressed
by a verb-object phrase, the verb object phrase goes last.

He likes music as much as I do.

A R/ F0 B —FE action (verb object phrase)
ik i T HE IR

ta gén/ h¢ wo  yiyang xithuan yinyue

When the action is expressed by a verb-compliment phrase (using 7 de), the verb
compliment may be included in either A or B with the comparison standard last.

A R/ F0 B —#Ff£  comparison

standard

L s PR £29 —H R
2. b A B R

Both of the sentences above (1 and 2) mean: “He runs as fast as I do.”

1. ta pao de gén wo yiyang kuai
2. tahé wo pdo de yiyang kuai
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Stating Two Actions are the not Same (FRcooo00 A —F)
When stating that two actions are not the same, the sentence pattern is the same as
example sentences 1 and 2 above, except AA—#FF (bu yi yang) is used.

A gR / F1 B AN—#FE  comparison

standard
1. fib i1 i E5 A P
2. i A W A P

Both examples mean: “He doesn't run at the same speed as I do.” (It does not indicate
which person is the fastest runner.)

1. ta pdo de gén woO bu yiyang kuai
2. ta hé wopao de bu yiyang kuai

g questions
Adding "3 (ma) to the end of a statement creates a yes-no question.

1. fhERIR—FERE RS SR 2 Does he like music as much as I do?
2. ABPEAEEEAOR—FE e 2 Does he run as fast as you do?

l. ta gén wo yiyang xihuan yinyué¢ ma?
2. ta pdo de gén ni yiyang kuai ma?
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New Words
1. il
2. 5%
3. HHAH 4=
4, e
5. §T
6. FTHLTE
7. KK
8. |
9. H I
10. i
11. F
12. I3
13.
4. If
15. JH]
16. N
17. )L
18. |9
19. W
20, x
21, 15
22. =)
23.
24. 4]
25. Wk
26. W
27. iE
28.
29. 5g
30.  MRiR
3. BT

Verb 'Compliment of Result'
This unit deals with complimenting verbs to indicate the results their actions produce.

bu
cha

chu zu che

cuo
da

da dian hua

dajia
dao

di shang
dian hua
feng

fa

gou

hao

hua
huan
huar
hui da
jian
jiao

jie

pian
qian

qi€

sha fa
shou
song
tul

wan
wan fan
wil z1

measure word for movies

tea

taxi

incorrect

hit, send

make a telephone call
everybody, everyone

to arrive, to attain a goal

on the floor, on the ground
telephone

measure word for letters
measure word for paintings
dog

successful, satisfactory, good
to paint or draw (a picture)
return (something)

painting, picture

to answer

to meet, to see

to hand over or hand in something
street

measure word for literary articles
money

cut, clice

sofa

receive

deliver, give (free of charge)
push

to complete, to finish

dinner

room
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32. PN X1 gua watermelon

33. NS xiao gou puppy

34, —%F yi ding already

35. fF zai to be at a place
36. ARk Zuo yé homework

Verb 'Compliment of Result'
An adjective or verb that is attached to a verb to complete its meaning is called a verb
compliment. There are many kinds of compliments including those that express
duration, quantity, degree, direction, possibility or result. In this unit we will only deal
with verb compliments that express results. This is done by adding a verb or adjective
after a verb to show the results produced by the action of the verb. For instance,
adding the verb 5& (w4n) (to finish) to the verb IZ (chi) (to eat) becomes 'z 5¢ (chi
wan) (finish eating). Adding the adjective  (cuo) (incorrect) to the verb i (shud)
(to speak) becomes Ui (shud cud) (to speak incorrectly).

Referring to Unit 20, W53 {&E 7 (wo ting de dong hanyll) means "I understand
(spoken) Chinese". In this sentence, 73 (de) is between the verb Wr(ting) (to hear) and
the “compliment of potentiality” # (dong) (to understand). It means the speaker can
understand Chinese by listening. This sentence has no action.

In the sentence, “FRWrfd T M Ui ) 1F . ~ (wo ting dong le ta shud de hua) (I
understood what he said.), 15 (de) is not used. The verb, Wy (ting) (to hear), is
followed immediately by the verb, {# (dong) (to understand) which shows the results
produced by the verb Wr (ting) (to hear). In this case, {# (dong) (to understand) is a
verb that is used as "verb compliment of results" that means that understanding was
the result of the action of hearing. The adjective i % (qing chu) (clear) is used in the
same way in the sentence, “FRUTIEE THLULTE. ~ (W ting qingchu le ta shud de
hua)" which means "I clearly heard what he said". No characters may be placed
between a verbs its “compliment of results”.

In this unit, we have chosen to use 7 verbs and 5 adjectives that are commonly used as
verb compliments of results to explain how compliments of results are used, however,
there are many more. In Section 1, we explain how these verbs and adjectives are
alone, not as compliments, so that their meanings will be clear. Section 2 has
examples of how they are used as compliments of results. Section 3 contrasts different
ways that “compliments of results” and “compliments of potentiality” are used in
conversation to clarify this idea.
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Section 1
Verbs and Adjectives

Verbs
These sentences explain how these verbs are used in verb object phrases, they are not
used as compliments in these sentences.

U 5¢ T 2l 1 £ bi
jian wan dong dao zai g¢i kai
W jig‘m to see, or perceive, to meet (someone)
I (jian) is a single character action verb, it has two meanings, depending on context.

It can mean "to see or perceive" or it can mean "to meet (someone)". In modern
Chinese, when . (jian) is used as a verb, it means “to meet”:

1N mingtian jian [ will meet you tomorrow.
IR A, hén jit méi jian Long time, no see.
5S¢ wan finish, complete

5¢ (wan) is a verb, it is used at the end of computer games and movies to indicate
"finished"; however, it is most commonly used as a verb compliment.

%  dong to understand

1. PR B iy = g 2 Do you understand my meaning?
2. ABEDOE He understands Chinese.

1. ni dong wode yist ma ?

2. ta dong hanyt.

F]  dao arrive, reach

fIRAE—E B T s He has already arrived in Beijing.

ta xianzai yiding dao Béijing le,
4 zai to be at a place, an action in progress

1E (zai) is used as a verb that means "to be at a place".
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fAEE 54, ta zai tashaguan. He is at the library.
75 géi give

When used as an action verb, meaning "to give", 43 (gé&i) usually has two objects. In
the example below, it (1) is the first object and 15 (shil) is the second.

WA TH— AT,  wogiletayibénshiic  Igave hima book.

7 kai open, turn on, operate, begin
HH . qing kai mén., Please open the door.
Adjectives

These sentences explain how these characters are used adjectives. They are not used
as compliments in the sentences below.

X i R T 4y
dui cuo ging chu ganjing  hdo
1. X dui correct
2. 4t cuod incorrect, wrong
3. R qing chu clear, easy to understand
4. FH gan jing clean
5. Ut hiao good, satisfactory, effective
1. RX), AASKT . You are right, he is wrong.
2. REET . You are wrong.
3. IXpkHLEANE 2E, This map isn't clear.
4. RETHEIR T, The room is clean.
5. XARBIRU, This is a good book.
1. ni dui, ta bu dui.
2. ni cuo le.
3. zhe zhang ditad bu qingchu.
4. wizi Ii hén gan jing.
5. zh¢ bén shii hén hdo.
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Section 2
Verb 'Compliment of Results'
These sentences show how to use the same verbs and adjectives, discussed above, as
compliments of results.

DL jian Action that results in discovery

LN REN- A, Iseatx
2. Wr FRPF UL T AR U i I heard what he said.

1. kanjian w0 kanjian yi liang chuziiche.

2. tingjian wo tingjian le ta shud de hua.

i dong Action that achieves understanding

1. W& B T At Ui 145 I understand what he is said.

2. FHla PRE & T IXARFNE 2 Can you understand this book?

1. tingdong  wo tingdong le ta shud de hua.

2. kandong  ni kandong le zh¢ bén shi ma?

58 wan Action that results in completion

1 nz % &n@%%@j T, I have finished -eating
dinner.

2. 5 e =M T . He finished drinking 3
cups of tea.

3. B WhE5E T I e i, I have finished writing
that article.

4. 56 WATHERFE 5% 7 X W Yesterday, we finished

=7 watching that movie.

5. H5E KRR HTE T » My money is all used up.

6. f5E fib s se TEN. He finished his
homework.

1. chiwan w0 chiwan wanfan le.

2. héwan ta hewan san béi cha le.

3. xi¢ wan ta xiéwan le na pian wénzhang.

4. kan wan woOmen zudtian kanwan le zh¢ bu dianying.

5. yongwan  wo de qidn yong wan le .

6. zud wan ta zud wan le zuoye .
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)

W N =

[E—

bl

A

=

N —

3[':

p—

bl

dao

ez
gl
Pk

zhdo dao
shou dao
jian dao

zai
fEAE

AALE
P A

zhu zai
zuo zai
tdng zai
gl

25
A4

P SAE)
jiao géi
song géi

kai
7%
ETT
YIF
da kai

tut kai
qi¢ kai

Action that attains a goal / reaches a place

fl 2] T A5 I found the bookstore.
s TS I received his letter.
TILE T Tk, I met Mr. Wang.

ta zhaodao le shudian.
woO shoudao le tade xin.

wo jiandao le Wang xianshéng.

Action that results in being at a place

FAEAIR. I live in Beijing.
TR K L Mr. Wang is sitting on the sofa.
INFGEAER L A puppy is lying on the floor.

w0 zhuzai Béijing.
Wang xianshéng zuodzai shafa shang.
xido gou tdngzai dishang.

Action that results in giving

4@&?@&#?@?1% o He gave me a letter.
HHIE ST — AT My big sister gave me a book.

ta jiaogéi wo yi féng xin.

Actions that achieves opening

IR, Open your book.
ZINHETE T #UE 1] The teacher opened the

classroom door.

WA YIIT 7 PR, Mother cut the watermelon.
dakai nide shi.
laosht tuikai le jiaoshi de mén.

mama qiekai le xigua.
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X7 dui Action that is done correctly

1. Uikt fb et T . What he said is correct.
2. [RIE&EX PRIPIZXT T . You answered correctly.
1. shuo dui ta shuodui le.

huidd dui  ni huidadui le.
B cuo Action that is done incorrectly

1. Ei IRERET . You wrote this incorrectly.
2. JT4HE R¥T45 T - You dialed (the telephone) incorrectly.

1. xi€cuo ni xiécuo le.

2. dacuo ni dacuo le.

g gingchu Action that results in being clear

1. Bk KEBET I saw clearly.

2. WAt BTS2 T . I heard clearly.
3. BliHAE A iTE2E T He spoke clearly.
1. kan qingchu w0 kangingchu le.

2. ting qingchu w0 tingqingchu le.

3. shud qingchu ta shudqingchu le.

T gan jing Action that results in being clean

1. Yot MTFUeTi# 7T . The cup was washed (clean).
2. BT BT The blackboard was wiped clean.

1. xiganjing beizi xi ganjing le.

2. caganjing héibdn ca ganjing le.

¥ hao Action that is completed successfully

1. ARUF THAL U, Please, (everyone) sit down.

2. P BATET . I put my bike away.
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3. iy AR AENE T . She is finished with her homework.

1. zuod hao qing dajia zuohdo.
2. fang hao wo fanghdo zixingche le.
3. zuod hao ta zuohdo zuoye le.

Negative Statements
To make a negative statement using a verb 'compliment of results', ¥ (méi) or XH
(méi you) are placed before the verb-compliment character combination. ] (le) may
not be used in these negative sentences.

&%Jﬂp ?‘Z&%F{L—ﬁﬁtﬂ%ﬁﬁo I do not /did not see a taxi.
/ﬁﬁ%ﬂ ﬁi&ﬁﬁﬂ*ﬁﬁ A2, I do not /did not see a taxi.

méi kanjian w0 méi kanjian yi liang chiiziiche.

méiyou kanjian w0 méiyou kanjian yi liang chiiziche.
Questions

g questions

EH W PrE W —5 A4 T g2 Do / did you see a taxi?

kanjian ni kanjian yi liang chtziché le ma?

%#H questions

To form a question using a verb 'compliment of results', i (méi you) may be
placed at the end of sentences.

g PRBE W —H A THA? Do / did you see a taxi?
kanjian ni kanjian yi liang chiiziche le méiyou?

When using a compliment of result, an affirmative — negative question is expressed by
using the following form:

verb -- w -- verb compliment of result
E W VREVEE WL —4 A 22 Do / did you see a taxi?
kanjian ni kan méi kan jian yi liang chiiziiché?
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Section 3
Using “Compliment of Results”
and “Compliments of Potentiality”
In the examples below, when a compliment is a “compliment of results” it is
abbreviated (R) and a compliment that is a “compliment of potentiality” is
abbreviated (P).

If someone were to ask you if your friend understands Chinese, they would say:
Question 1: Ath W 756 YA e 2 Can he understand Chinese? (P)
In this case, you would answer as below.

Answer 1A:  fIFANIE . He does not understand Chinese. (P)
Answer 1B: b T 75 He understands Chinese. (P)

Question 1:  ta ting dé dong hanytu ma?
Answer 1A:  ta ting bu dong.
Answer 1B: {3 ting dé dong.

If someone wanted to know if you understand what was just said, they would ask:
Question 2:  PRUrf# 714 ?  Did you understand what was said?(R)
Question 2:  ni ting dong le ma?

You could make a general statement that you don’t understand Chinese, which does
not refer to the action of listening, it refers to the ability to understand.

Answer 2A:  FRWFANIE I don’t understand Chinese. (P)
Answer 2A: w0 ting bu dong.

If you usually understand Chinese fairly well, but aren’t following the conversation
well because your vocabulary is limited or the speaker is talking to fast, you would
answer as below. This statement refers to the action of listening:

Answer 2B:  FRVEWTE . I didn’t understand what was said. (R)
Answer 2B: w0 méi ting dong.
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If you understood everything that was just said, you would say:

Answer 2C:  FRUTFE T o I understand what was said. (R)

Answer 2C: w0 ting dong le.

If you usually understand Chinese and are having difficulty understanding what is
being said because of circumstances, for instance, you are on a noisy bus talking on a
cell phone — you would say:

Answer 2D:  FRWTANVE 2E, I didn’t understand clearly. (P)

Answer 2D: w0 ting bu qingchu.

If you are having trouble clearly understanding what the speaker is saying because
your Chinese isn’t very good, you would say:

Answer 2E:  FREWTTE 2E I didn’t understand clearly. (R)
Answer 2E: w0 méi ting qingchu .

To tell someone to listen carefully, you would say:

Statement: g 28 Listen carefully. (R)
Statement: ting qingchu .

If someone wanted to know if you could read Chinese, they would ask:

Question 3:  PREFFEINFNE?  Can you read Chinese?(P)

Answer 3A:  FREHE, I can read Chinese. (P)
Answer 3B: BE A, I can’t can read Chinese. (P)

Question 3:  ni kan dé dong hanzi ma?
Answer 3A: w0 kan dé dong.
Answer 3B:  wo kan bu dong.
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If some gave you a specific Chinese text , after you have tried to read it they would
say:

Question4:  PRFEE T 1?2 Could you read it?(R)
Question4:  ni kan dong le ma?
You could answer in the following ways:

Answer 4A:  JREM T . I can read it. (R)
Answer 4B: RN ETE I can’t can read it. (R) (it is too difficult)
Answer 4C:  FRE AN I can’t can read it. (P) (I can’t read Chinese)

Answer 4A: w0 kan dong le.
Answer 4B:  wo méi kan dong.
Answer 4C: w0 kan bu dong.

You are at a train station meeting a friend. You are standing at the north end of the
plaza that is in front of the train station. You are talking on your cell phones and you
inform him that you are at the station but you can’t find him due to circumstances, for
instance, the station is very crowded and spotting one person in the crowd is not
possible. You would say either statement 1 or statement 2:

Statement 1:  FKFRAZIMR . w0 zhdo bu dao ni. I can’t find you. (P)
Statement 2:  FH AN WAR . woO kan b jian ni. I can’t see you. (P)

You suddenly see your friend and tell him (on your cell phone):
EWT . I see you. (R) kan jian le.
You left your bag under the table at a fast food restaurant where you had just eaten

lunch. You go back to the restaurant and find your bag. You tell the person you are
talking to on your cell phone:

3T, I found it. (R) zhao dao le,

You are looking around your apartment for your Chinese book. Your roommate tells
you that your book is on the kitchen table. As you are coming out of the kitchen, your
roommate could ask you:

Question5:  REW. TM?  Didyouseeit?(R)  ni kan jian le ma?
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If you did not see the book in the kitchen, you would say:

Answer SA:  FRWFE M. Ididn’tseeit. (R) wod méi kan jian.
If you found your book, you would say:

Answer 5B: 3] T, I found it. (R) zhao dao le.

If you had left your shirt at a laundry shop and knew that it was questionable if the
stain in your shirt could come out, when you see the clerk you could ask:

Question 6: AR HREE T4 T 1?2 Were you able to get the stain out? (R)

Answer 6A:  UE T T . It is clean. (R)
Answer 6B: (IR AR) BEUE T It didn’t come out. (R)

Question 6:  na jian yifu xi ganjing le ma?

Answer 6A:  xi ganjing le,
Answer 6B:  (zh¢ jian yifu) méi xi ganjing.
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Unit 23

Directional Verbs
Verb Phrases That Use I and T

New Words

1. EE shang ban to start work, to be at work

2. F%E shang ché to get into a vehicle

3. i shang chuan to get in a boat

4. Betia) shang jie to set out on a (local) trip (ie., to go
shopping)

5. R shang k¢ to start class, to be in class

6. b shang 16u to go upstairs

7. ik shang Iu to set out on (long) jouney

8. s shang xué to go to school (daily classes or begin a
major course)

0. THE xia ban to get off work

10. 4 xia ché to get out of a vehicle

11. TR xia chuan to get out of a boat

12. [ xia ke to end a class

13. & xia lou to go downstairs

16. T xia xué to end a day of school

17. 1% X1a xué to snow

18. w ye night

In Unit 16, I (shang) and & (xia) were the second characters in words for locations,
for instance, ¥ I (16u shang) (upstairs) and #% T (16u xia) (downstairs). In this unit,
|+ (shang) and T (xia) are the first characters of verb-object phrases, that indicate
direction. For instance, _|:#% (shang 16u) refers to the action of going upstairs and
P (xia 16u) means the action of going downstairs. I (shang) involves actions
including: ‘going up’, ‘going in’, or ‘getting started’; | (xid) verbs involve ‘going
down’, ‘going out’, or ‘finishing’.

Additional Phrases
1. b9eifif  shang ying yiké  to start/ to be in - an English class
2. bR shang y¢ ban to begin / to be at - a night job
3. LR shang wii 16u to go up to the fifth floor
4, FRKW xia da yu to rain heavily
5. T/NEH X1a X130 xué to snow lightly
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Depending on context, i (shang k¢) may express the action of beginning a class or
it may express the fact that someone is in a class at the present moment. To begin a
class, teachers say “ i (shang k&), which means “begin class”. If someone were to
ask, “Where is he?”, the answer would be, “fBII7E IFAE_Lif (ta xianzai zhéngzai
shangké) ” which means, “he is in class now.” "3 (shang ban) is the same. These
directional verbs follow the same rules as action verbs discussed in Units 10 -12.

Habitual or Intentional Actions

1. ?Li%i’b'ﬁﬂéiﬂf o I go start work everyday at seven 7:30 am.

2. fhgw AL A B, He usually takes a taxi to work.
3. RERITE LI, I drive to work everyday.

4. WKW BITE YL, I ride a bike to work.

1. wo méitian zdoshang i didn ban shangban.

2. ta jingchang zuo chuziché shangban.

3. woO méitian kaich€ shangban.

4. wo qi zixingcheé shangban.

Actions in Progress

fl IEAE M. ta zhéngzai shanglou. He is going upstairs (now).

Completed Action

b EHET ta shangban le. He has started work.
Negative Statements

1. W RIK®E LI, I didn’t go to work yesterday.

2. BHRIA LFE. I will not go to work tomorrow.

3. MAEATW. It is not raining now.

I. zudtian wo méi shangban.

2. mingtian wo bu shangban.

3. xianzai bu xiayu.

Questions
% questions:
1. AtArT7E B ? Are they in class?
2. WERAAT BV T2 Did they go to class yesterday?

1. tamen zai shangké ma?
2. zudtian tamen shangke le ma?
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%A questions:

l.

1.

HERAATT EUR T %A ? Did they go to class yesterday?

zuotian tamen shangke le méiyou?

'questions word' questions:

1.
2.

1.
2.

PrJL s (Bl _EER? What time do you start class?
Eﬁ iffﬂ:ﬂ“ﬁ. PR What classes do you have tomorrow?

ni ji dian (zhdong) shangke?
mingtian ni shang shénme ke?

'affirmative-negative' questions:

1.
2.

HERAR E¥ EFE? Did you have class yesterday?
HRAR AN EHE? Do you work tomorrow?

zuotian ni shang méi shangban?
mingtian ni shang bu shangban?
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New Words

1. =

2. {45
3. WA
4. K
5. il
6. 1%

7. =
8. Wty
9. %
10.
1. AR
2. iAH
13. %
14. st
15. %
16.  JWix
17. ik
18. B4kt
19. E&
20.  HE

Will / Want / Think / Should / Must

(Auxiliary Verbs)
Section 1 of this unit explains % (yao) and 8 (xidng) as they are used as verbs that
express desire and opinion. Other verbs that express the same meaning are also
included. Section 2 explains how % (yao) and £ (xidng) are used as auxiliary verbs
that express necessity, possibility and willingness. Other verbs and auxiliary verbs
that are related to advice, intentions and opinions are also introduced.

bai

bao gao
bi xii
chen shan
chou yan
déi

fa piao
jué de
gai

jia

rén shi
rén wéi*
tiao
xiang
yao

ying gai
you yong

z&n me yang

zhao ji
zhu yi

white

report

must

shirt

smoke (cigarettes, etc.)

to have to, must, to need to

receipt

to think, to feel

should

alcohol, alcoholic drinks

to meet someone, to know someone
opinion

measure word for skirts and dresses
think, want, miss (long for)

want, will, intend

should

swim

how? (when asking about the
condition of something or someone)

worry, hurry
pay attention to

* Pronunciation tip: the >4 in TA 4 (rén wéi) is pronounced in the second tone, not in the fourth tone as
in the 24 in K24 (yin wei) (because) and 4 {14 (wei shén me) (why).
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Section 1
Verbs

Want (verb - % - yao)
When % is used as a verb, it means "to want".

At B — AR i He wants a dictionary.
ta yao yi bén cidian.

Negative Statements

1. BAEAWE T, REOET. I do not want a white dress, I want

a red dress.

2. FTAEKIE I do not want a receipt.

3. HWERARBE KL, Yesterday, he didn’t want a
receipt.

1. wo ba yao bai qunzi, wo yao hong qinzi.
2. w0 bu yao fapido.
zubtian td méi yao fapiao.

W

Questions
g questions
When answering a " £ (yao) " question - stating A~ % (b yao) or % (yao) is enough.

Question:

PREL R SR 2 ni yao fapiao ma? Do you want a receipt?
Answer (a) N E bu yao I do not want (a receipt).
Answer (b) % yao I want (a receipt).

'question word' questions

1. REAA? What do you want?
2. fESAEL? Who wants a receipt?
3. RfTP A EER g 2 When do you want the report?

1. ni yao shénme?
2. shéi yao fapiao?
3. ni shénme shihou yao baogao?

'affirmative — negative' questions
YREAREREL?  ni yao bu ydo fapiao? Do you wanta receipt?
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'or' questions
PRBEZS I S WHE 2 Do you want tea or coffee?

ni yao cha haishi kafei?

Think (verb - 4 - xiing)
When expressing an opinion or when the speaker is not certain, A (xifing) is used as a
verb, it means "to think something is true". It may also express the feeling of
"missing" something or someone.

1. FAEfb 2 E N I think he is Chinese.
2. FRAXANIETTRELS ., I think this city is very beautiful.

3. FAEu g, I miss Mother.
1. woO xidng ta shi zhongguodrén.
2. wo xiang zhe ge chéngshi hén piaoliang.

3. w0 xidng mama.

\Y i i use W15 (jué de) to express the above ideas.
In common conversation, Chinese people use .1

1. S E A I think he is Chinese.

2. RIS ENYR IR I think this city is very beautiful.
1. wo juéde ta shi zhongguodrén.

2. wo juéde zhe ge chéngshi hén piaoliang.

Negative Statements
AN (bu rén wéi), discussed below, or 15 (jué de) are used to express “I do not
think (something is true)”. 48 (xifing) may be used in a negative expression, as in
sentences 1 and 2 below, but A4H (bu xidng), when used as a verb, means “do not
mlss ’ (do not long for) as in ALY (wo bu xiing mama) (I don’t miss mother).

AAH (bu xidng) is more commonly used when £ (xidng) is used as an auxiliary verb
(Section 2).

1. FABRULES T . I think what you said is incorrect.
2. B A P E A, I think he is not Chinese.

3. FA '_L'%‘ng* R, I do not think this skirt is pretty.
4, B 1B IX e AL I do not think this skirt is pretty.
1. w0 xidng ni shudcuo le.
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2. woO xidng ta bu shi zhonggudrén.
3. wo bu juéde zhe¢ tido qunzi piaoliang,
4. w0 juéde zhe tido qiinzi bl piaoliang.

Questions
g questions
1. URAEA o [ A2 Do you think he is Chinese?
2. ARAEIXA I i v s e 2 Do you think this city is beautiful ?
3. PR T [ A ? Do you think he is Chinese?
4.  PRUCAFIZAS Ik v e 2 Do you think this city is beautiful ?
5. VRAEAR ) U g nd, 2 Do you miss your mother?
1. ni xidng ta shi zhongguorén ma?
2. ni xiang zhé ge chéngshi piaoliang ma?
3. ni juéde ta shi zhongguérén ma?
4. ni juéde zhé¢ ge chéngshi piaoliang ma?
5. ni xiang nide mama ma?

'affirmative — negative' questions
VR AEANAEAR TR UG 4 2 Do you miss your mother?

ni xidng bu xiang nide mama?
Think / Opinion (verb - 1A 4 — rén wéi)

When expressing an opinion or when the speaker is not certain, 1A 4 (rén wéi) is used
as a verb that expresses “in my opinion” or “I think”.

1. Fi A IRUEIE N, I think what you said is correct.
2. PN KHXANIETRIESS, 1 think this city is very beautiful.

wO rénwéi ni shudo de dui.
woO rénwéi zhe ge chéngshi hén piaoliang.

o =

In common conversation, Chinese people use 443 (jué de) to express the above ideas.

1. &j?ﬂ’ﬁwﬁﬁﬁ I think what you said is correct.
2. B XNIETHIREES,, 1 think this city is very beautiful.

woO juéde ni shudo de dui.
w0 juéde zhe ge chéngshi hén piaoliang.
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Negative Statements
AN (bu rén wéi) or W1F (jué de) are used to express “I do not think (something is
true)”.

1. AU KRS, I do not think what you said is
correct.

2. AN MABEFE A I do not think he is Chinese.

3. AKX B, I do not think this city is beautiful.

4. AWM FE AN I do not think he is Chinese.

5. AU XA I TTES, I do not think this city is pretty.

6. FRWEAVRIEALT, I do not think what you said is
correct.

7. WS IRANS . I think you are wrong.

I. wo bu rénwéi ni shudo de dui.

2. w0 bl rénwéi ta shi zhongguorén.

3. wO bu rénwéi zhe ge chéngshi piaoliang.

4. wo bu rénwéi ta shi zhongguodrén.

5. wo bu renwéi zhe ge chéng shi piaoliang.

6. woOjuéde ni shud dé bu dui.

7. w0 juéde ni bu dui.

Questions
g questions

VRN R At e ] A, 2 Do you think he is Chinese?
ni rénwéi ta shi zhongguorén ma?

'question word' questions
1. ARIHZMEE N ?  What nationality do you think he is?

2. PRINKHEAFE? What do you think?
3. RS EARE? What do you think?
I. ni rénwéi shi nda gud rén?

2. ni renwéi zénmeyang?

3. ni juéde zénmeyang?

'affirmative — negative' questions
AN (rénwéi) is not used in an affirmative-negative phrase.
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1. VRIS AT 2 Do you think what I said is

correct?
2. PRYCHIXAS IR B AN 9 Do you think this city is
beautiful?

l. ni rénwéi wo shuo dé dui bu dui?
2. ni rénwéi zhé gé chéngshi piaoliang bu piaoliang?
Need (verb - 77 % - xil yao)

In the examples below, the verb 75 % (xii yao) is used to form sentences that express
needs or requirements.

1. FeFELER, I need to go to the hospital.
2. %iﬁ'ﬁ;%;& ] 22 Ufﬁ o You need to ask the teacher.
3. FRFEFESEL— AR, I need to buy a dictionary.
I. wo xtuyao qu yiyuan.

ni xiiydo wen laoshi.
wO xliyao mdi yi bén cididn.

bl

Need (verb - 14 - déi)
In the examples below, the verb 5 (déi) is used to form sentences that express needs
or requirements.

1. FRELER. I need to go to the hospital.
2. VR1FRIEIN, You need to ask the teacher.
3. R —ATE L, I need to buy a dictionary.
1. wo déi qu yiyuan.

2. ni dé1 weén laoshi.

3. woO déi mai yi bén cidian.

Negative Statements
It is common to use ANH (bl yong) to reply to a question about if something
necessary. For instance, a taxi driver may ask, £ 5205 ? (yao fa piao ma? ) (Do
you want a receipt?), the passenger can reply £ H (bl yong) (that is not necessary).

1. FTATE LR I do not need to go to the hospital.
2. MRAFE [ EI. You do not need to ask the teacher.
3. FRAFFEL AL, I do not need to buy a dictionary.
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1. wo bu xiiyao qu yiyuan.

2. ni bu xiiydo wen laoshi.

3. w0 bu xiiyao mdi cididn.

1. FeAHEER, I do not need to go to the hospital.
2. RA H EEA }m You do not need to ask the teacher.
3. FRAH Jaa] L, I do not need to buy a dictionary.
1. woObuyong qu yiyuan.

ni bu yong weén ldoshi.
w0 bu yong mai cididn.

bt

Questions
g questions

PRAFFELEBENS?  ni xliydo qu yiyuan ma? Do you need to go to

the hospital?
'question word' questions
WEFF B2 P ? shéi xiiyao qu ytyuan? Who needs to go to the
hospital?
'affirmative — negative' questions
7\ T TR 0 you need to go to the hospital?
TRT (E) AT B LB B ? Do you need to go to the hospital?

ni xi (yao) bu xiiyao qu yiyuan?

Section 2
Auxiliary Verbs
Verbs that are used to "help" other verbs to express necessity, possibility and

willingness are called auxiliary verbs. They may not be negated with ¥ (méi), only
AN (bu) is used. They may be modified with adverbs such as 1K, A&, dE% (hén, tai,
feichang). When auxiliary verbs are used in a question, the auxiliary verbs may be
used as a one word answers. For example, /RAH2: B ? (ni xidng qu Shanghal

ma?) (Would you like to go to Shanghai?) may be answered by simply saying H
(xidng).

Want / Will (Auxiliary Verbs - % - yao / 4H - xidng)

When % (yao) and 48 (xidng) are used as auxiliary verbs, % (yao) emphasizes
demand, actual need or intention, while A (xiing) places more emphasis on the
feeling of wanting.

1. R ERE KM, I (will / want to) go to the store and go
shopping.
2. FREE2ZSIWAE I (will / want to) study Chinese.
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3. BRELEINAE, I (will / want to) drink coffee.

4. BRI I would like to drink coffee.

5. FRAHZESIDGE, I would like to study Chinese.

6. FAHETEIEE LRV, I would like to go to the store and go
shopping.

7. FseAAH R U, Mr. Wang would like to meet her.

1. w0 yao qu shangdian mai dongxi.

2. w0 yao xuéxi hanyu.

3. w0 yao hé kafei.

4. wo xiang he kafei.

5. w0 xidng xuéxi hanyt.

6. woO xidng qu shangdian mai dongxi.

7. Wang xianshéng xidng reénshi ta.

Negative Statements
When expressing that one does not have the desire to do something, A~ 48 (bu xidng)
is used.

1. FRAAERE M, I do not want to drink coffee.
2. FHEA ,‘_.\U\ o Mr. Wang doesn’t want to meet him.

wO bu xidng hé kafei.
Wang xianshéng bu xidng renshi ta.

N =

Questions
g questions

PRA] e bk ? ni xidng qu Shanghdi ma? Do you want to go
to Shanghai?

'question word' questions

1. PR AT S E? Why do you want to study Chinese?
Why will you study Chinese?

2. BHRZ E/ﬁﬂ?{ i ﬁjﬁ— Tomorrow is Sunday, what would
you like to do?

3. RAHEWE L2 Where would you like to go?

4.  YEAEIS N2 Who would like to drink coffee?

1. ni wéishénme yao xuéxi hanyu?

2. mingtian shi xingqitian, ni xidng zuo shénme?

3. ni xidng qu nar?

4. shéi xiang he kafei?
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'affirmative — negative' questions

1. RAEASAE G N HE? Would you like to drink coffee?
2. ARAEAAHEZ SN E? Would you like to study Chinese?
3. REIAZELLEL? Do you want a receipt?

1. ni xidng bu xidng heé kafei?

2. ni xidng bu xidng xuéxi hanyu?

3. ni yao bu yao fapiao?

Should (Auxiliary verbs - /1% - yIng gai and %! - yao)
When giving advice, 1% (yIng gai), and %% (yao) are used as auxiliary verbs to
express "should". N 1% (ying gai) can be used to express advice (sentence 1) or
conjecture (sentence 2). When % (yao) is used to give advice, it expresses a relatively
strong demand or need (example sentence 3).

1. PR IZEE 2D UEVK You should learn to swim.

2. MBIz T They must have already eaten.

3. %%”‘2@5%7;2% o You should pay attention to pronunciation.
1. ni yinggai xuéxi yéuyong.

tamen yinggai chi guo le.
ni yao zhuyi fayin.

bt

Negative Statements
AN 1% (bu ying gai) or AN1% (bu gai) are used to give advice that means "should not".

PRANN IZ A . ni bu yinggai chouyan. You should not smoke.
PRANIZIE I o ni bu yinggai hé jiu. You should not drink.
Questions

% questions
VAT R AR AN Should I wear my new shirt?

w0 yinggai chuan xin chénshan ma?

'question word' questions
W% FAT A2 w0 yinggai chuan shénme? What should I
wear?
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'affirmative — negative' questions

1. FRIVIZANZFT T2 Should I wear my new shirt?
2. RNANAZZE T FT42? Should I wear my new shirt?
1. wo yinggai bu yinggai chuan xin chénshan?

2. wo ying bu yinggai chuan xin chenshan?

Must (Auxiliary Verb - 70l - bi xi)
When expressing a necessity resulting from obligation or basic requirement due to
circumstances, 7l (bi xii) is used.

1. R0 ) PGE You must study Chinese.

2. ARIAIEEE L. You must go to the hospital.
1. ni bixt xuéxi hanyt.

2. ni bix@ qu ylyuan.

Negative Statements
A (bu bi) is used to give advice that means "do not need to" or "not necessary".
The word # 2 (zh4o ji) can mean “hurry” or “worry”, depending on context.

1. %_(Z( UZ‘?i = Ig;—'?[, o You do not need to go to the hospital.
2. HAMIAVLITE. We do not need to have a meeting.

3. AASDAAEE R TAE. He doesn't need to work on weekends.
4. fRABEZ. You do not need to hurry (worry).

I. ni bu bi qu yiyuan.

2. woOmen bu bi kaihui.

3. ta bu bi zai zhoumo gongzuo.

4. ni bu bi zhdoji.

1. ﬁim HEER. You do not need to go to the hospital.
2. BAIAHITZ We do not need to have a meeting.

3. 1"@]< H 7{ JE ﬂ{Iﬁi o He doesn't need to work on weekends.
4. RAHEZ. You do not need to hurry (worry).

1. ni buyongqu yiyuan.

2. women bl yong kaihui.

3. ta buyong zai zhoumo gongzuo.

4. ni buyong zhaoji.
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Questions
5 questions

1. FIisE At 42 ? Do I need to wear a white shirt?
2. ARAAZN bk 2 Do you need to go to Shanghai?

1. woO bixu chuan bai chénshan ma?
2. ni bixi qu Shanghai ma?

'question word' questions

1. b2ttt 42 What do I need to do?
2. YEWINZ: FRE? Who needs to go to Shanghai?

3. PR amtEZiF: F#E?  When do you need to go to Shanghai?

1. ta bixi zud shénme?
2. shéi bixi qu Shanghai?
3. ni shénme shihou bixii qu Shanghdi?
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New Words
. 3
2. i
3. FTEK
4. FTH!
5. 18
6. B
T R
8. /4
9. R
10. 3R
1.  H#
12. £x
13. {4
4. f
15, A
16. Y
17. B
18. 5Bk
19. T
20. =&
21, £
22,  IEEER
23. WG
24, L,
25. B9
26. I
27. 2
28. U
29.  JKF

Unit 25

Can / Able / Possible / Probable / Will

(Auxiliary Verbs)
This unit introduces how to understand £ (hui), f¢ (néng) and 7] LA (k& yi) and T
(lido) as they are all used to express ability and possibility.

cai
chang
da qia
da yin
dao
dua

fan yi
ge

hé&i
huai
huan
hui
jian
jiang
ke bén
ké yi
la
lan qia

lido

na

néng

ping pang qil
qi ché

qi ma

shéng bing
shi

shou

shu xué

shui ping

food

sing

to play (a ball game)
to print (computer)
measure word for math problems
read, study

to translate

song

dark, black

broken

to exchange

can, will, probably

measure word for affairs and
matters
speak, say, tell

textbook

allow, permit, may
spicey hot
basketball

verb compliment indicating
possibility
to carry in one’s hand, to fetch

can, will

ping pong, table tennis
to ride a bike

to ride a horse

fall ill, become sick
matters or affairs

to receive

math (as a subject)

level
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30. A HL ST j1 driver

3. & téng to have pain

32. B tui leg

33, fakS wéi xidn dangerous

34, A wén jian documents, papers
35. 1) 2 wen ti question, problem
36. ik xiao hua joke

37.  B#H xit 1 to repair

38. [ yi jing already

Can (ability or knowledge) (Verb - & - hui)
4> may be used as a verb; as in the sentence: "f & H 3. (ta hui zhongwén.)",
which means, "He can (speak) Chinese". However, it is most commonly used as an
auxiliary verb as in the examples below.

Can (Auxiliary Verb - & - hui)
4> (hui) is used an auxiliary verb to express "having ability, understanding or
knowledge".

1. Wi e, She speaks Chinese.
2. FRIRSHEE. He is good at telling jokes.
3. UhesrERR. She can sing.
4. fhowL, MBS HATE . He can ride a horse, he can also
ride a bicycle.
1. ta hui shudo zhongweén.
2. w0 hén hui jidng xiaohua.
3. ta hui changgg.
4. ta hui qima, ta y¢é hui qi zixingche.
Negative Statements
1. WAL, She does not speak English.
2. WhASFTIERR, She does not know how to play basketball.

3. &Kﬁ%%l% o I am not very good at writing essays.
woO ba hui shud yingwén.

ta bu hui di lanqiq.

3. w0 bu tai hui xi¢ wénzhang.

N —
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Questions
g questions

1. Wi g ? Can she speak Chinese?

2. 1/?%5’&? i, 2 Do you know how to write in Chinese?
3. fR&F e Repkng 2 Do you know how to play ping pong?
4., PRSI 9 Do you know how to ride a horse?

1. ta hui shud zhongwén ma?

2. ni hui xi€ hanzi ma?

3. ni hui d4 pingpangqit ma?

4. ni hui qima ma?

'question word' questions

1. et AaiE=? What languages do you speak?
2. WS UEBE? Who can speak Chinese?

1. ni hui shud shénme yuyan?

2. shéi hui shuoé hanyu?

'affirmative — negative' questions
o AN A e ? Does she speak Chinese?

ta hui bu hui shuo zhongwén ?

Possibly / Probably (Auxiliary Verb - £%)

4> (hui) is used as an auxiliary verb when talking about future possibilities,
probabilities and intentions. The difference between and 4 (hui) and % (yao) is that
while both characters express intentions and future events, % expresses necessity
through need, or a more certain outcome. 4> (hui) is used to express future events that
happen as a matter of course. When saying "I will go to Beijing tomorrow." - "HJ K Ik
¥ -]t (mingtian wo yao qu Béijing)" is more certain than "B RIS Kb
(mingtian wo hui qu Béijing)".

1. KESHREIXESH, Everyone will (probably) agree on this matter.
2. HRETW. It will (probably) rain tomorrow.

3. Bj ﬁﬁa/{:\é{a\ff{ FI G I will (probably) give you a call tomorrow.

1. dajia hui tongyi zhé jian shi.
2. mingtian hui xiayu.
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3. mingtian wo hui géi ni dd dianhua.

Negative Statements

1. KEASFEEIXMSH, Everyone will (probably) not agree on
this matter.
2. H{ ﬁx/{:\ ISR It will (probably) not rain tomorrow.

3. B RBASEHIRFTHL L. I will not give you a call tomorrow.

1. dajia ba hui téngyi zhé jian shi.
2. mingtian bt hui xiayu.
3. mingtian wo bu hui géi ni dd dianhua.
Questions
g questions
KELFZES?  dajia hui tongyi ma? Will everyone agree?
'affirmative — negative' questions
1. fhe A~ gET? Can he have left already?
2. HREASTIM? Will it rain tomorrow?

[E—

ta hui bu hui yijing zou le?
2. mingtian hui bu hui xiayu?

Can (Auxiliary Verb - §§)
fit (néng) can be used to express -
A) having the 'capability' to do something through talent or knowledge
B) having the 'possibility’ of doing something provided by circumstances.

it §E 1 S capability
Fere H A capability
A ELr T, FREESTEMIRA L. possibility
fbBER b 3T possibility

AW N -

She speaks Chinese. / She can speak Chinese.
I know how to use a computer.
My computer is repaired, I can print your file.

AW N =

(It is possible that) he can come to Beijing.

[E—

ta néng shud zhongwén.

2. w0 néng yong dianndo.

3. wode dianndo xid hdo le,; wo néng ddyin nide weénjian.
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4. ta néng lai Béijing.
Negative Statements

1. FRAEEE o34k, capability

2. JRAEEIT N capability

3. XHAREHINA. possibility

4. FRHTHRIR T, IABEITEMRISCAE.  possibility

1. Ican't read a Chinese newspaper.

2. Idon't know how to use a computer.

3. No smoking in here.

4. My computer is broken, I can't print your document.

1. woO bu néng kan zhongwén baozhi.

2. w0 bu néng yong dianndo .

3. zhe Ii bu néng chouyan.

4. wode dianndo huai le, wo bu néng ddyin nide wénjian.
Questions

g questions

1. ARBEBRHPEIX AN ? capability

2. WhpEuirh g ? capability

3. iREEETEEG? possibility

4. /NTERELRFENG? possibility

1. Can you translate this book?

2. Does she speak Chinese?

3. Canyou go to China?

4. Can little Wang go to university?

1. ni néng fanyi zhé¢ bén shi ma?

2. ta néng shud zhongwén ma?

3. ni néng qu zhonggudé ma?

4. xido Wang néng qu daxué ma?

'question word' questions
capability: At a job interview, the question : /RHE T-f14? (ni néng gan shénme?)
means, "What are your job related abilities?"

possibility: If a group of tourists are stranded in a broken down bus, FA1HET-1H4?
(women néng gan shénme?) means, "What can we do to get back to the hotel?"
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'affirmative — negative' questions

1. mHLREAREB PRIX N2 capability

2. FAIseAmE# 4 possibility
1. Can the driver repair this bus?
2. Can we change buses?

1. s7jT néng bu néng xituli zhe liang che?
2. woOmen néng bu néng huan ch&?

Possibility (may / can) (Auxiliary Verb - A LL - kéyi)
A LA (k&yi) is used to express when something is "possible".

1. FWLLGER ] LA e 2200 e &, After class you may ask the teacher

questions.
2. FeAiTnT ALE A A We may smoke outside.
3. ARATBLZ: i, You may go to Shanghai.

xiake yihou ni k&yi wen ldoshi wenti.
. women kéyi zai waimian chouyan.
3. ni kéyi qu Shanghdi.

N —

Negative Statements
Negative statements are made using /4 f¢ (bu néng) .
(note : AT L (bu ké& yi) is not used to express "it is not possible".)

1. PRIIAEEAE X LAl You may not smoke here.
2. PRABEIRIZ . You may not go home.
3. FFERIEEASBE M When you drive you may not drink.

nimen bu néng zai zhér chouyan.
. ni bu néng hui jia.
3. kaiché deshihou bu néng hé jiu.

N —

Questions
5 questions

1. ﬁ% H ] DL 2 Can we smoke in the classroom?

2. Feo] DL g 2 May I smoke?
3. Fen] DLHH i, 2 May I use the computer?
4.  Fkn]DLFE AN ? May I watch TV?
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jiaoshi 1i, kéyi chouyan ma?
wO kéyl chouyan ma?

wo kéyi yong dianndo ma?

woO kéyi kan dianshi ma?

B

'question word' questions

1. YERTLLEHEM? Who can watch TV?
2. ZATA DA T A2 What may the children do?

1. shéi kéyi kan dianshi?
2. haizimen kéyi zud shénme?

'affirmative — negative' questions

PRATANT] LA i 522 Can you go to his house?
ni ké¢ bu kéyi qu ta de jia?
T (lifo) - possible / not possible

Verb + 78 T ( Verb + de lidio ) = possible
Verb + AN T (Verb + bu lidio ) = not possible

7 (lido) is used after a verb with #3 (de) or A (bu) as a verb “compliment of
potentiality” to show if an action can take place or if an action is possible to finish. In
the following examples, H¢ (néng) has the same meaning as 15 J (de lido) and A~HE
(bu néng) has the same meaning as /4 J (bu lido). These sentences are used to
express whether an action can take place or be completed.

ASRIEAW ], BE
SREAM, £57T.
ARIBATI ], ARE
SRIEAWT, £AT .

b S

jintian wo you shijian, néng qu.
jintian wo you shijian, qu de lido.
jintian w0 méiyou shijian, bu néng qu.

b=

jintian wo méiyou shijian, qu bu lido.
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1/2. I have time today, I can go.
3/4. I don’t have time today, I can’t go.

To form a questions, "% (ma) is added to the end of the sentence.

SRIRFER)E, REETIE? I am going to the bookstore

today, can you go?
jintian wo qu shidian, ni qu de lido ma?

AREH, EAT, I have some things to do, I

can’t go.
jintian you shi, qu bu lido.

47 (de lido) and A T (bu lido) are also used to indicate whether an act is able to be
finished.

PRIGAE T XA 211 2 Can you eat that many
dumplings?

ni chi de lido zhéme dud jiaozi ma?

WZaT /) AT YesIcan. / Nolcan’t.
cht de lido / chibu lido

When trying to dissuade someone from doing something, only the pattern ANEE (bu
néng) + V is used. (In the sentence below, /X2 AT (ni qu bu lido ) would be
incorrect.)

HILKRSERSE, IRARE 2 It is too dangerous there, you can’t go.
nar tai weixidn, ni bu néng qu.

When indicating that something can’t be done because of lack the ability, the sentence
below is used. In this case, you would not say: /RAHEZE (ni bu néng na) .

l. EWHKZT, REART, There are too many things, you

can’t carry them.
dongxi tai dud le, ni na bu lido.

When indicating that conditions are not sufficient, we normally use a verb
compliment as in the sentence below. In this case, you would not say FAGEH W (wo
bu néng kan jian). (as discussed in Unit 20 and Section 3 of Unit 22)
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2. RTFHERE, IEAI, The room is too dark, I can’t see.
wizi li tai héi, wo kan bujian.

52/ T (shou bu lido) is used to say “can’t stand (something)”.

1. AT KBRS, I can’t stand hot weather.
w0 shou bu lido tai re de tiangi.
N NST7 i !
7 %Emjvﬁg ! &%ﬂ: T . The weather is too hot! I

can’t stand it.
tiangi tai re! wo shou bu lido.

Example Sentences

Lo XA SERH, AT .

2. FHIPUEACE ARG, A TIREADRA.

3.0 JEITE, EMEATH.

4. AbAEIE T, AR EATIR.

5. WANHIEEAT, AT .

6. Ty, REART.

1. This food is too spicy, I can’t eat it.

2. My Chinese level is too low, I can’t study this text.

3. Iwill drive, I can’t drink.

4. He s ill, he can’t come to class today.

5. Idon’t recognize this character, I can’t read it.

6. My legs hurt, I can’t walk there.

1. zh¢ g¢ cai tai 1a, wo chibu lido,

2. wode hanyu shuiping tai di, wd xué bu lido zhé
ge kebén.

3. w0 yao kaiché, wo hé bu lido jit.

4. ta shéng bing le, jintian ta shang bu lido keé.

5. wo bu rénshi zhé gé zi, wo da bulido,

6. wo tui téng, woO zdu bu lido.
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If / Then / Because / Don't / Other / But / Still

This unit introduces how to use & (jiti ) which is used in sentence patterns that make
"if-then" and "as soon as" statements. Other ways to say "then", using 4" (cai) and A
J& (ran hou) are shown as well.

New Words

1. yill

2. ol
3. 7

4. Kok
5. K7
6. fHi&
7. RIT
8. LD
9. ey
10. R
1. e
12. %N

13, 4545
4. JF
15. B
16.  534b
17. )5
18. IS
19. s
20. Wt

21. Bt LA
22. R

23, hk
24. vin

25. B
26. X4
27. H

28.  ANiE

bié
bié de
cai

chéng chéng

da rao
dan shi
dong fang
du shi
f mu
€30 su
gu gong
hai

jié hiin
kai fang
li kai
ling wai
ran hou
ra guod
shéng hué
si

sud yi
tan

wén hua
xian
yao shi
zhé me
zhi

zht dao

other, do not
other(s)

then

the Great Wall
disturb

but

eastern, Asia
to study
parents

tell

Forbidden City (historical site in
Beijing)

still, yet, still more, also, (used for
emphasis)

married

to make open to the public
leave

other, besides
then, afterwards
if

life

die

SO

talk, discuss
culture

first

if

S0, very

only

to know
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29. IR Uf zui hao best

Because...So
The following sentence patterns are used to express “because” and “so”.

1. Mo o o JTLho o o W because ...... SO......

2. Mo o o s o o oo because ...... g eneen

K T /11> SO......

4. o o o o o Mo o 0 o e because......

1. BFEHoeooo Frllooo (yInweioo sudyio. ) because ....... $O....
b reason B LA action or event

KA b7 BT e B L YL
Because he is sick, so (he) didn’t go to work today.
yinweil tad you bing sudyi méi shangban.
PR DA A i B A A 3 B At 27 > DL
Because he works and lives in China, so he studies Chinese.
yinwel zai zhonggud gongzuo hé shénghud, sudyi ta xuexi
hanyt.
2. KHHoooo 3 oooo (yInW€icoo », ooo ) because...... 5 eeases

lﬂ j(j reason , action or event

Koy e EARE b2 > DL
Because he lives in China, he studies Chinese.
yinwei zai zhonggud shénghud, ta xuéxi hanyu.
3. cocooo FThocooos (oo SUBYIoo ) eenn. SO.ceunes

reason . )S)’f U\ action or event

AR 7 A : FIrL b L
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He likes eastern culture, so he wants to go to China.

ta xihuan dongfang wénhua, sudyi ta yao qu zhongguo.

4.

AY
co0o0000 jjoooooo

action or event

fih 25 _Eifg

ESp)
ESp)

(o0 YINWEico )

reason

A A BRAE AR L

He will go to Shanghai because his parents live there.

ta qu Shanghai yinwei tade fumu zhu zai na Ii.

If...Then

(195

The following “if...... then” statements “if” expresses ‘“suppose that” (a condition
were true). In these sentence patterns (1-5), the subject is optional.

I.
2.

3.
4.
5.

1.

IF

EHE. .. condition  coococococooo

me. ., condition  cococooooo

.. condition .. HJif..

condition ., E]@ Iﬁ oo

mH.,.., condition .. HJif%..
HE condition (subject)

S A ] (1)

If you have any questions, (you) ask me.

yaoshi you weénti (ni)jit weén wo.

1.
2.
3.

—
.

T2 T B A
LI IREE 7R o

SOt A E I 2 DE

yaoshi xiayu wo jiu dai yusan.
yaoshi ké ni jiu hé cha.

THEN
(subject) L action or event
(subject) L action or event
(subject) action or event
(subject) action or event
(subject) il action or event

Bt
i

action or event

I 3o

If it rains, I will take an umbrella.
If you are thirsty, drink some tea.

If T go to China, I will study
Chinese.

yaoshi wo qu zhonggué wo jiu xuéxi hanyu.
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2. &R condition (subject) N action or event

LIPS N CCEEE7) G THE
If it snows (the ski resort) will open for business.
rogud xiaxu¢ (huaxué ching) jiu kaifang.

ﬁﬂ%q’;’j{%ﬁ@ T, {;'J—( ?)E%DJET . If you were married, you would
know (understand).

ragud ni ji¢hiin le, ni jiu zhidao le.

3. ER condition K& (subject) wt action or event

e EAER BE () i LR o
If I had money, ( I ) would go traveling.

yaoshi wo you qidn dehuad (wo) jiu qu liiyou.

p—

FOEARAS A NS U, Ul LS.
2. BURARAREIIMERILE, AT MRS o
3. BRI IR, e AT HLE

If you are 18 years old, you may participate.

N —

If you would like to drink coffee, we will go to a coffee shop.
3. Ifyou have time, give me a call.

1. yaoshi ni jinnidn shi ba sui dehua, ni jiu kéyi canjia.
2. yaoshi ni xiang hé kaféi dehua, women jiu qu kafeidian.
3. yaoshi ni you shijian dehua, jiu gé&i wo da dianhua.

4. condition E‘]fﬁ (subject) ,?j[j action or event
A il (F) i 2.

nimen dou qu dehua (wo) jiuqu. Ifyouall go, I'will go.

Lo RAEF RYTE AT 25 K3k

2. HITEIILE, Hies AT HIE.

3. PRAEEIMHER T, AT 2 0HE .
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If the weather is good, we go to the Great Wall.

N —

If you have time, give me a call.
3. Ifyou would like to drink coffee, we will go to a coffee shop.

tiangi hao dehua women jiu qu changchéng.
you shijian dehua, jiu géi wo da dianhua.
3. ni xidng hé kaféi dehua, women jiu qu kafeidian.

N —

5. WHE  condition oo HITEoo (subject)  HL action or event
wx  rH ipnh CEE 7 ) I THiK

If it snows (the ski resort) will open for business.
rogud xiaxu¢ dehua (huédxué ching) jiu kaifang.

Then
In sentence patterns 1,2 and 3; . is used to express a time relationship between two
conditions, events or actions in which

a) one condition, event or action immediately follows another - "as soon as"
b) one condition, event or action follows another in a relatively early time frame.

1. action, event or conditon Hooooo action, event or condition
condition. o o condition
2.  subjecto.o oo evento o o oo event
actiono o o action
condition. o o condition
3. —o evento o o subject. o Wooo event
actiono o o action

In sentence pattern 4, 7 (cai) is used to express a time relationship between two
events or actions in which one follows another after a relatively long time or to
indicate a single event takes place in a relatively late time frame.

4. action or event hooooo action or event

In sentence pattern 5, 5T (xian) is placed before the first of two things that happen in
succession. #AJ5 (ran hou) is placed before the second thing that happens. There is no
length of time implied. Sometimes 5 (xian) is not necessary.
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5. subjecto o o 5. action or evento.. A )5 ... action or event

6. action or eventoooooo ,@EE o000 action or event

1. action or event Ein action or event

L W E5E g GINECIE & (immediately)

2. AR TR g B, (immediately)

3. iz TR g BT (immediately)

4. fhH% il T, (relatively early)

5. LH m O FET. (relatively early)

6. AbH. b i i dd i) ¥ (relatively early)

1. She will finish watching the movie then she will return home.

2. He gets off work, then he goes to the library.

3. He ate, then he watched a movie.

4. He was five years old when he started going to school.

5. (Itis) September, it is snowing.

6. He starts work at five in the morning.

1. ta kanwan dianying, jiu hui jia.

2. ta xia le ban jiu qu tashiguan.

3. ta chi le fan jio kan dianying le.

4. ta wu sui jiu shangxue le.

5. jiiyue jiu xiaxué le.

6. ta zdoshang wudianzhong jiu shangban.

2. subject — condition / event / action Bt action or event
£29 — YL g BN T AR

w0 yi xiaban jiu kanjian le ta. I saw him right after I got off work.

Lo e 2Ph Ep B E R ZNA .
2. AT AR AL T AR 2 .

1. Assoon as [ arrive in China, I will go to see my old friend.
2. Right after they got out of the car, they saw their teacher.
1. w0 yi dao zhongguo jiu qu kan wode 130 péngyou.
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2. tamen yi xiach€ jiu kanjian le tamen de laoshi.

3.  — condition / event / action subject action or event

- 2 [ oW FEERZA
yi dao zhonggudé wo jiu qu kan wode lao péngyou.
As soon as I arrive in China, I will go to see my old friend.

L RAARIM T KA
20 NAABATECE WL T ARATTI 2 .

1. Itis cold, I will wear a coat.

2.  They got out of the car then saw their friend.

1. tiangi yi Iéng wo jiu chuan dayi.

2. yi xiaché tamen jiu kan jian le tamen de ldoshi.

Note: i (jiu) is sometimes used to indicate emphasis, not a time relationship.
st 2 220 ta jiu shi Wang lioshi.  He is Teacher Wang.

action or event 7 action or event

W 5E A [\l (relatively long)
fnz 54 A 2= B (relatively long)
L s =K A MY (relatively late)
+=H 7 £, (relatively late)
bt 1% A Gl (relatively late)

N W == &

She will go home after the movie.

He finishes dinner and then goes to work.
He gets off work at nine in the evening.
It’s December and it is snowing.

W=

He was 50 and then he got married.

ta kanwan dianying cai hui jia.

ta chiwanfan cai qu shangban.

ta wdnshang jiti dianzhong cai xiaban.
shieryue¢ cai xiaxué.

ta wushi sui céi jiéhtn.

Nk
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5.  subject i action or event KRG action or event

/ﬁill 5'6 %TQZIK:FS’ /\\\): %Tﬁa\j‘i%
First he bought a book, then bought two pens.
ta xian madile yi bén shii, ranhou mai le lidng zhi bi.

Lo flAr) s 25 A5t S8 2 Bl
2. BAVE BRI RIS
3. RS E L AR A A AL

1. We will first go to Beijing, then go to Shanghai.
2. We will watch a movie and then go home.
3. You do your homework and then watch TV.

1. tamen xian qu Be&ijing, ranhou qu Shanghai.
2. woOmen xian kan dianying, ranhou huijia.
ni xian xi¢ zuoye, rdnhou kan dianshi.

W

6.  action or event RIG action or event

kT —AF RE P TS
He bought a book then bought two pens.
ta mai le yi bén shii ranhou mai le lidng zhi bi.

Lo ARfIEdEst, % L.
2. BAE BRI
3. IREARNLR)EE A

1. He will first go to Beijing, then will go to Shanghai.
2. We will watch a movie and then go home.
3. You do your homework and then watch TV.

1. tamen qu Bé&ijing, ranhou qu Shanghai.
2. women kan dianying, rdnhou hui jia.
3. ni xi¢ zudye, ranhou kan dianshi.
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Don't / Other / But / Still ( 3] / HI#) - F4h /1 {BR /1 1E)

Don't (7] )
1 (bié) is used to make commands and statements that mean "don't". %l] (bié) is not
used in sentences that express “I don’t”. When expressing “I do not” , A~ (bu) is used.

1. WERAGE. Please, don't go.

2. MR Bl 2= 8 N1 Ty . You had better not go to that place.
3. SFTHAR. Don't disturb him.

4. MAEETS, ATHAL He is studying, don't disturb him.
1. ging ni bié¢ zou.

2. nimen zuihdo bi¢ qu na ge¢ difang.

3. bié darao ta.

4. ta zai dashu, bié darao ta.

Other (/K / F351)
P (bié de) or 7| (bié) are used to express "other", in the context of "any other". 7)

#b (ling wai) or 53 4M7J (ling wai de) are used to express "other" in the context of
"besides" or "in addition to".

L BEREA LA A,
2. FAEXHAXAAH, FIHMOIBAE R T

Teacher Wang is the only one in the classroom, there is no one else.

N —

I don't like this article of clothing, the other one is too expensive.

1. jiaoshi Ii zhi you Wang ldoshi méiydu bié rén,

2. wo buxihuan zh¢ jian yifu, lingwai de na jian tai gui.
But ({E2)

Lo A AR > DB AH 2 B IR
2. XK TARES, (HAE KD

1. He would like to study English but he has no time.

2. This desk is good, but too expensive.

1. ta xidng xuéxi ymgyl danshi méiyou shijian.
2. zhé zhang zhudzi hén hido, danshi tai gui.
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Still / Yet / Also / (emphasis) ( iL )
There are many ways that & (hai) is used. The examples below illustrate three ways
that it is commonly used - "still / yet" (sentences 1, 2), "also" (sentences 3, 4) and it
can be added for emphasis in questions (sentence 5).

LR T, DEREEERT.

2. 2&NH T, RiEX A

3. A Uirh 30, S UTETE

4. JMIE TR, &L TR,

5. XJLHIBILIE .

1. Nine o'clock, Little Wang is still reading.

2. Already September, yet it is hot.

3. He speaks Chinese and also speaks English.

4. We went to the Great Wall and went to the Forbidden City too.
5. Itis colder here than it is there.

1. jiudian le, xi18o0 Wang hai zai kanshu.

2. yijing jityue le, tian hai zhéme re.

3. ta hui shud zhongwén, hai hui shuo yingyu.
4. women qu le changchéng, hai qu le gugdong.
5. zhér bi nar hai léng.

Page 180 of 265
Chinese OCW Conversational Chinese is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 2.5 China Mainland License. Based on work at Chinese www.chineseocw.com




Unit 27
Before / After / While / When
This unit introduces how express time relationships between events or actions.

New Words
1. bb 3% by sai match, competition
2. LG yi hou after
3. LAY yi qian before
4 —1. » —1 yibian...yibian  while (two actions occurring
at the same time)
5. ZJG zhi hou after
6. Z_HiI zhi qian before

In the following examples AR (yi gian) and 2 I (zhi gian) are interchangeable and
PLJE (yi hou) is interchangeable with 22 Ji5 (zhi hou).

BEFORE
In this sentence pattern, the sentence starts with a phrase that indicates a length of
time, a point in time or an event. The action in the sentence happens prior to that.

1. WD RLRTBRIWZER T . Two hours ago, I ate dinner.

Nz uﬁﬁ&itﬁﬁ p} T, Before I ate dinner, I went to the

store.

3. ﬁ/‘z\ DLy EAI IS X455, Before the meeting, we will discuss
the matter.

4. 7N AEEPDLET R ELNZ AR I will eat dinner before 6 pm.

5. FRDART AT E 2. We will have a meeting before the
game.

1. liang ge xidoshi yiqian wo chi wanfan le.

2. chifan yiqidn wo qu shangdian le.

3. kaihui yiqidn women tdolun zhe jian shi.

4. lindianzhong yiqian wo yao chi wanfan.

5. bisai yigian women yao kaihui.

AFTER
In this sentence pattern, the beginning of the sentence is a phrase that indicates a
length of time, a point in time or an event. The action in the sentence happens after
that.

1. PEAS/PEF DL S R i, I will have class in 2 hours.

2. FoLIEERAMTEHS X, After the meeting, we will discuss
the matter.

3. NEEPLL)G FR BN AN I will eat dinner after 6 pm.

Page 181 of 265
Chinese OCW Conversational Chinese is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 2.5 China Mainland License. Based on work at Chinese www.chineseocw.com




4.  LFELL S BAT T ELRZ M We will eat dinner after the game.

5. WERTHILLGFRATTERE T, After work yesterday, [ watched a
movie.

6. WD EERE)E T » After I ate dinner, I went to the
store.

7. =Ll BAITHEIEMAHET . After the meeting we discussed
the matter.

8.  INAELLEBNWZHR T . We ate dinner after 6 pm.

1. lidang ge xidoshi yihou wo yao shangke.

2. kaihui yihou women yao tdolun zhé jian shi.

3. liu didanzhong yihou wo yao chi wanfan.

4. bisai yihou women yao chi wanfan.

5. zudtian xiaban yihou women kan dianying le.

6. chifan yihou wo qu shangdian le.

7. kaihui ythou women tdolun zh¢ jian shi le.

8. liu dianzhong yihou wo chi wanfan le.

WHILE
This sentence pattern is used to express when the subject is doing two actions at one
time.

subject —il action —if action

H*, —i Wz —14 FHHAN.
I eat dinner while I watch television.
woO yibian chi wanfan yibian kan dianshi.

1. ?‘L*ﬂlﬁj@ , ﬂjjlpﬁga/ . I read while I listen to music.
2. &#@Dﬁ—gb H? , y;@g{g . I listen to music while I write letters.
3. Mh—ibmZy, —iLE B, He drinks tea while he watches television.

1. wo yibian kan shi, yibian ting yinyue.
2. wo yibian ting yinyué, yibian xié xin.
3. ta yibian hé cha, yibian kan dianshi.
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WHEN / WHILE
This sentence patterns are used to express when something happens, *§ (dang) is
optional.

=1 event FR) I event
Y RED i AhAER AR

While I am reading, he is watching TV.
dang wo kan shi deshihou ta zai kan dianshi.

Lo AbAE T ISR T 6
2. FRAEACIT B AE R U .

1. When he was in England, he bought a computer.
2. When I was in Beijing, I spoke Chinese everyday.
1. ta zai yinggud deshihou mdi le yi tai dianndo.
2. wo zai Béijing deshihou méitian shud hanyu.
Questions
5 questions
1. PS/NECLRTARIZ B A T g 2 Did you eat dinner two hours ago?
2. PAAN/NE LG AR EL G, e e 2 Will you eat dinner in 2 hours?
3. WR—1LFER LW R ? Do you read while you listen to
music?

4. VRAE AL B B RF R 1 Y EE N 2 When you were in Beijing, did
you speak Chinese everyday?

1. liang ge xidoshi yigian ni chi wanfan le ma?

2. liang ge xidoshi yihou ni yao chi winfan ma?

3. ni yibian kan shii, yibian ting yinyué¢ ma?

4. ni zai Béijing deshihou méitian shué hanyti ma?

'question word' questions

1. VR4 B AR G i o 2 When will you eat dinner?

2. WRAEICE R EASAT 4 2 When you were in Beijing, what did
you do?

1. ni shénme shihou xiang chi wanfan?
2. dang ni zai Béijing deshihou zuo shénme?
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succession.

New Words
l. 7
2. Hi X
3. T
4. H-H7,
5. 28
6. 1
7. iR
8. Fith
9. A
10. it
11. o
12.  4b
13, f&
14. e
15. Mo o X
16. F§

5 (zai) and X (you)

Unit 28

Repetition of Actions
5 (zai) and X (you)

This unit introduces how to express repetition of actions and events that happen in

an jing
di qi
fan gudn
hdo chi
hudn jing
ji

jié guo
jita

lia li
nan guo
tan

wai guo
xit
you

you....you

quiet

area

restaurant
delicious
environment
extremely
outcome, result
guitar

fluent

feel sad, grieved

play a stringed musical instrument
with one’s fingers, pluck a string
foreign country

repair

(1) indicates a repetition of an action
(2) indicates a succession of actions

indicates two actions that happen in
the same time period

(1) indicates a repetition of an action
(2) Indicates a continuation

The adverbs  (zai) and X (you) both indicate the repetition of an action. 5 (zai) is
used to denote an action or state of affairs which has not been repeated yet and X
(you) is used when the repetition has already occurred.

Lo A REEAE T, bR EL.

20 AbWERSK T, ARIOCKT .
3. ABWERBOK, ARIBOK.

1. He went to the library today, he said that he would go to the library tomorrow.
2. He came yesterday, he came again today.
3. He didn’t come yesterday, he won’t come tomorrow.
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1. ta jintian qu tushiiguan le, ta shud mingtian zai qu.
2. ta zudtian lai le, jintian you lai le.
3. ta zuodtian méi lai, jmtian you méi lai.

N (you) is used to indicate that two actions happen in succession
L REANERAEFEE T - IRAFENE T IR, 4iRIEERA 1L .
2. AbAE RS T WU S T =RE

1. This TV was repaired once last year, this year it was repaired again, the result is
that it still isn’t fixed.

2. He studied three years of Chinese at university and then studied three years of
French.

1. zhé g¢ dianshi qu nidn xTule yici, jinnian you xitle yi ci,
jiégud haishi méi you xit hdo.

2. ta zai daxué xuéle sinidn zhongwén you xué le
san nian fawén,

The difference between —il... —ifl and X.oo X

—i... 1 (yibian. .. yibian) is used to express doing two or more actions at the
same time while X ... X (yOu... you) is used to express two actions that happen
in the same time period. For example, if two people were walking together talking
you would say, —IE—i )i (yibian zou yibian shud) but you would not say M &
Pt (you zdu you shud). If a person had cried and laughed in the same time frame
you could say M Y% (you kii you xido) but you would not say — iR —iL5%
(yibian ki yibian xiao).

L KRR —1 R AR

20 At Al I R AR B

3. By lERAA AR

4. EAAE TR IA AR

1. Mrs. Wang cooks dinner while chit chatting with the guests.

2. He plays guitar, sings and dances at the same time.

3. The child watches TV while eating an apple.

4.  Mr. Wang drinks coffee while reading the newspaper.

1. Wang taitai yibian zuo fan yibian gén kerén lidotian.
2. ta yibian tanjitd yibian changgé yibian tidowl.

3. hdizi yibian kan dianshi yibian chi pinggud.
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4. Wang xianshéng yibian hé kafei yibian kanbao.

Mooo X may be used to express two situations or characteristics that occur at
the same time

TR G RUVR TR Sz, SRR
AR T, Xk

Al 22 AME] 22 3, N s 2 eI
At PRI ST 4 S
XA KA, N 5t NHER -

XA DX A S 2w ST

AR S

This restaurant’s food is both delicious and cheap.

The students are very happy, they are both singing and dancing.
He is going abroad to study, he is both happy and sad.

He speaks Chinese both clearly and fluently.

This coat is both expensive and ugly.

This neighborhood is both quite and clean.

SNk W=

zh¢ jia fangudn de cai you hdochi you pianyi.
xuéshéngmen gaoxing ji le, you chang you tido.
ta qu waigud xuéxi, you gaoxing you nanguod.
ta shuo dé hanyu, you qingchu you liali,

kb=

zhe ge¢ dayi, you gui you nankan.
6. zhe g¢ diqu de huanjing you anjing you pidoliang.

T (zai) may also indicate a continuation of actions. For instance, if someone were
going out for little while they may say:

P LB BER A LB
I will go to the library and then go to the supermarket.

wo xian qu tushiigudn ranhou zai qu chaoshi.
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New Words

1. =y
2. M

3. W
4. 7

5. i
6. LBl
7. i

8. ~H
9. J 7N
10.  febes=in
N &
12.  #
13, #Hetk
14. T

15, Jis
16. &

17. HH
18. PJFEk
19. EE
20. o

Unit 29

From / To / With
This unit introduces some commonly used prepositions that are used when talking
about distances and time as well as how to use the preposition "with".

bin guan
cong
chao shi
da

fang jia

fu jin

gen

gong li

Guang zhou

hua yudn bin guin
hui yi shi

J1chang

jido xué 16u

jin

kai shi

li
shou da

yli méo qit
yu yan
yudn

From

hotel
from (a place or time)
supermarket, grocery store

play (badminton, basketball, ping

pong)
vacation

nearby

with, and
kilometer

a city in China
Garden Hotel
meeting room
airport
teaching building
near

begin, start
from (a place)
capital
badminton
language

far

M (cong) is a preposition that means “from”. It can be used when stating a starting
point from a place as well as a starting point in time.

FMIZILEARI A
PN LI
FATI IR I U5 T -
AT AP S AR 30N B
B ELE— H 244 1A A iR -

DN A W N -

l.

I will go from here to your home.
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I will go from the school to the post office.
We start a vacation tomorrow.
I work from 10 o'clock in the morning to 5 o'clock in the afternoon.

|V I SN VS I )

He traveled in China from January of last year to May of this year.

w0 cong zher qu nide jia.

w0 cong xuéxiao qu youju.

women coéng mingtian kaishi fangjia.

women céng shangwil shididnzhong gongzuo dao xiawl
wuldianzhong.

5. ta cong qunian yiyu¢ dao jinnidn wuyue zai zhongguo
liyou.

e

= (1) means “from” and is used when expressing exact distance measurements as
well as relative terms such as far and near.

A el T TR A AN KL
AbRCE T MR .

B AR R BEP2 HL

Her kA B BIHAKIZ
AERUE S 2B E AU RIZ .

kb=

The Garden Hotel isn't too far from my home.

It is a long way from Beijing to Guangzhou.

Our school is two kilometers from the hospital.

The teaching building isn't far from the library.

It is a long way from Beijing Language Institute to the Capitol Airport.

N =

huayuan binguan li wode jia bu tai yuan.

Béijing 1i Gudngzhou hén yuan.

woOmen xuéxiao li yiyuan liang gongli.

jiaoxuélou li tushiiguan bu tai yudn.

Béijing yluyan xuéyuan li shoudi jiching hén yudn.

Nk

ER (gén) is used to indicate that people are engaged in something together.

person 5! person —i& action or event

E5a R OPEA bk

My Chinese friend and I go dancing together.
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wo gén zhonggud péngyou yiqi qu tiaowl.

1. FRERAh—i 2558 I will go with him to school.

2. BRI ES—EITPE I play badminton with my dad.
K.

1. w0 gén ta yiqi qu xuéxiao.

2. w0 gén woOde baba yiqi dd yumaoqiu.

FHIT (fu jin) (nearby) is a noun and may be used as a subject, object or attributive
modifier.

L WA (subject)
2. WEMEH A (subject)
3. AT A L. (object)
4. MEREBTHEREEN T . (attributive modifier)
1. There is a supermarket nearby.

2. Nearby my home is a supermarket.

3. That supermarket is nearby.

4.  Thave been to all the nearby supermarkets.

1. fujin you yige chaoshi.

2. woO jia fujin you yigeé chaoshis

3. nagé chaoshi jiu zai fujin.

4. fujin de chaoshi wo dou qu guo le.

i (jin) (near) is an adjective and is usually expressed by saying {R1T (hén jin).

Question:  RZ= T WB/ N #E T 2 Which supermarket did you going to?
ni qu le nd gé¢ chaoshi?
Answer 11 Zp 2= T T (1 T . I went to a supermarket that is
nearby.

w0 qu le fujin de chaoshis
Answer 2: IR T B IR FIBT AT . I went to the supermarket

near my home.
wO qu le li w0 jia hén jin de chaoshi,
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Unit 30
Simple Compliment of Direction CE and 2%)
and

Compound Compliment of Direction
This first part of this unit shows how 3K (14i) and 2% (qu) are used to compliment
verbs to show the direction of the action in a sentence. The second half of the unit
introduces how >k (14i) and 2 (qu) are combined with other verbs to form compound
compliments of direction which are used to indicate the direction of an action.

New Words
1. Ty dai to take, bring, carry
2. of guo COmE Or g0 across, to cross
3. L huar flower
4. HE jin enter
5. e pa climb
6. 1R pi jiu beer
7. i ping bottle (of something)
8. 1 ping zi bottle (noun)
9. i qi rise
10. 1] shan mountain
11. shu measure word meaning a ‘bunch’ (of
flowers)
12.  4RAT yin hang bank

Simple Compliment of Direction CK and 2%)

When 2K (14i) and % (qu) are added to the predicate to show direction, they are called
"simple compliments of direction". They are used to show the direction in which the
action proceeds. 2 (qu) is used to show the direction of the action is proceeding away
from the speaker, 2K (l4i) is used to show that it is proceeding toward the speaker. If
the object is a location, >k (14i) and 2 (qu) must go after the object. If the object is a
thing, >k (l4i) and 2 (qu) may either go before the object or after the object.
Sentences la - 6a show how to use auxiliary verbs in these sentences. Sentences 1b —
6b show how [ (le) is used in these sentences.

subject verb object Gk or 22) (object is a location)
1. Al 2| AT 3=, We will go to the bank.
2. AT 2| AT K They will come to the
bank.
la.  FA] gl AT o We will go to the bank.
2a.  AhA] 23| AT K They will come to the
bank.
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Ib.  fbAl] Y| AT =7, They went to the bank.
2b. Al | HAT KT, They came to the bank.

subject verb (3K or %) object (object is not a location)
3. A Hr * — KA )L We will take a bunch of
flowers.
4. BeAr] Y 5[{ ~;Eﬁ JLo We will bring a bunch of
flowers.
3a.  FkAl] /ﬁ\%ﬁ» J: — 1 )L We will take a bunch of
flowers.
4a. ﬁ'ﬂ‘] /ﬁ\'ﬁ? 5'% #EE'?{JZ) Lo We will bring a bunch
of flowers.
3b. &AM T =7 — Wit )L,  We took a bunch of
flowers.
4b.  FAI] ik ﬂ% g —NAE Lo We brought a bunch of
flowers.
subject verb (object) Gk or %) (object is not a location)
5. A T —ﬁ]ﬁzjt s, We will take a bunch of
flowers.
6. }jm'[] TH]%L’ —ﬁﬂz JL §|§ . We will bring a bunch of
flowers.
Sa.  FAl] é‘\'l_"_”ﬁ: —}E%}L s, We will take a bunch of
flowers.
6a. FAl] é‘\'l_"_”ﬁ: —}E%}L 5[{ . We will bring a bunch of
flowers.
S5b. kA 74%’ T —Eﬁﬁsz s, We took a bunch of
flowers.
6b.  FAlT 74%' T —;ﬁﬁg)L 5[{ . We brought a bunch of
flowers.
1. wOmen dao yinhang qu.
2. tamen dao yinhang lai.
3. women dai qu yi shu huar.
4. women dai laiyi shu huar.
5. wOmen dai yi shu huar qu
6. women dai yi shu huar lai .
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Compound Compliment of Direction
Z:(qu) and >k (14i) are used with other verbs to form two character compound
compliments of direction that indicate the direction of another verb’s action. For
instance, to say “the children run up to me”; the verb [l (pi0) is complimented with
2>k (shang lai). To say the “the children ran away from me”; the verb i (pdo) is
complimented with 3K (xia lai). It is possible to use compound compliments of
direction alone, without other verbs, but this is not common. (example sentence 24).

Verbs that express direction:

i w it t [ it i
shang xia jin chi hui guo qi
goup/on  goout/down  enter exit return pass rise

When Z(qu) and K (l4i) are combined with the above verbs, that also indicate
direction, they form compound compliments of directions:

Ik shanglai  come up Pk jinlai come in

4 shangqu goup #H4 jinqu go in

Tk xialai come down Hsk  chulai come out

N2 xiaqu go down 2 chiqu  goout

Al hui lai come back sk qgilai start and continue
72 huiqu go back

ok guolai come across

o2 guoqu g0 across

If the object is a location, then the object (location) goes between the two characters
of the compound compliment. For example, €1l (pa shan) is a verb-object phrase,
the verb is JJ€ (pa) (to climb) and the object is 111 (shan) (mountain). The object must
go directly before 2K (14i) or 2% (qu). In the example sentence below, the speaker is on
the mountain above them.

k3R comeup A Lk T . They came up the mountain.
tamen pa shang shan lai le.
If the object is not a location, the object may go either before or after >k or 2. In

these examples, the object is — L (yi ping pijitt) which means "one bottle of
beer".
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H3k comeout 1. FieAEH M, object before K
2. FLAEH SR, object after K

Mr. Wang fetched a bottle of beer.

1. Wang xianshéng na chii yi ping pijiu lai.
2. Wang xianshéng na chiilai yi ping pijit.

If there is no object, the compound compliment follows the verb. In the sentence
below 1¥ (zhu) is the verb.

T

I will continue to
live in Beijing.

go down / FibEAEAL AT %
continue
woO hai yao zai Béijing zhu xiaqu.

Example Sentences
The following section provides further examples of how to use compound
compliments of direction. The sentence numbers are in parenthesis.

bk (1-4) Pk (15-17) sk (29-34) ik (45-46)
Ex (5-8) @k oa8-21)  [m\E (35-38)
TR(0-12) Hisk (22:25)  afsk (39-42)
~E (1314 2 (26-28) ok (43-44)
Supplemental Words

1. iy ban move (things)

2. R dian xIn a snack

3. fii diao fall, drop

4. & fei fly

S s feng zheng kite

6. L oF fu qin father

7. &l gang just (now)

8. i hai sea

9. ¥ ji mail (verb)

10. W e ka fei gudn coffee shop

1. L) i wu gift

12. 4 b ma shang immediately

13. M mao cat
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14. Rfg mtu gin mother
15. K BH tai yang sun
16. = ting stop

In the Glossary, these words are listed as Unit 30S.

When using directional compliments, in some cases, it is important to understand
where the speaker is. In the sentences below, the speaker's position is shown in
parenthesis.

Compound Compliment Sentences

3K come up speaker’s
location
1. q’ﬂiﬂ‘] e Fil ;[{ T, They climbed the mountain.  (on the mountain)
2. EZTAI ERT. The children ran up. (above the children)
3. A EBERERT . He came upstairs. (upstairs)
4. Atk EkT. He came up. (walking) (above the walking
person)
1. tamen pa shang shan laile.
2. haizimen pdo shanglai le.
3. ta shang lou laile.
4. ta zou shanglai le.
2 godown speaker’s
location
5. AT BT, They went upstairs. (downstairs)
6. e BT, The cat climbed the tree.
7. }R[‘%’:_E‘J:ﬁi:T . The kite flew up in the
sky.
8. fhi EXT . He ran up. (higher place than the
runner)
5. tamen zou shang lou qu le.
6. mao pa shang shu qu le.
7. fengzheng feéi shang tian qu le.
8. ta pdo shangqu le.
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T2k come down speaker’s

location
9. fBUiIERMNE FRkT ., We wrote down what
he said.
10. ZEHAETRT . All the cars stopped.

11, b PEESRFTHAS T » He came downstairs (downstairs)

to make a call.

12. 4hE PR T He came downstairs.  (downstairs)

9. ta shuo de hua women xi€ xialai le.
10. ché dou ting xialai le.

11. ta zOu xia loulai da dianhua le.

12. ta zou xia loulai le.

% go down / continue speaker’s
location
13, b PR AL, He went downstairs to  (upstairs)
buy a snack.
14. }‘}\ﬁ) LI+ Téi o He drove down from (higher D lace
here. than the driver)

13. ta zOu xia léu qu mai didnxin.
14. coéng zher kai xiaqu.

K come in speaker’s
location
15. %iqﬂiﬁ%{%;{{T . The students came in the (inside the
classroom. classroom)
16. /—ﬁiﬁﬁg HEA %5’{ . The cars may not drive (inside the
into the park. park)
17.  /NZILARERER . Children may not come (here)
in.

15. xuéshéngmen zoOu jin jidoshi lai le.
16. qiche bu néng kai jin gongyuan 1i lai.
17. xido hai ba néng jinlai.

Page 195 of 265
Chinese OCW Conversational Chinese is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 2.5 China Mainland License. Based on work at Chinese www.chineseocw.com




#3: goin speaker’s

location
18. VRHEFHKITET . Cars drive into the gate.  (outside the
gate)

19.  ZRVOESIHEZ T Move everything in. (outside)
20. fAI1EH I A E ST, They went into the (outside the

office. office)
21, /iR R 2T, The puppy fell into the

river.

18. qiché kai jin damén qu le.

19. dongxi dou ban jinqu le.

20. tamen zdu jin bangongshi qu le.
21. xidogdu diao jin hé Ii qu le.

HK come out speaker’s
location
22, FESeAE kML, Mr. Wang fetched a
beer.
23. MMEILER KT, He came out. (outside)
24, KFHMZRILH K. The sun comes up in
the east.

25. MKTTHEIFHRk—E 4. There is a car (outside the
driving out of the gate)

gate.

22. Wang xianshéng na chiildi yi ping pijit.
23. ta cong libian zou chilai le.
24. taiyang cong dongbian chulai.
25. cong damén likai chulai yi liang qiché.

HZ go out speaker’s
location
26. }Z%q’[]ﬁ@ T, The children ran out. (inside)
27. Wy 2—EHE. I just mailed a letter.

28. AbATTAANMELE A T H 2, They came out of the
coftee shop.

26. haizimen pao chiqu le.
27. woO gang ji chiiqu yi féng xin.
28. tamen cong kaf€iguan zou le chiqu.
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[B]5R return, come speaker’s

location
29. A M EERSHERI R T . The children ran home from

school.

30. ARk —ATFS, He bought a book and (here)
returned.

31, AREAFRERAS DALY . Father brought many gifts (here)
back.

32, BEEEpRE £k, Mother bought a lot of food (here)
and returned.

33. BIESIR 2Rk, Mother bought a lot of food (here)
and returned.

34, EEWREkR T ALALY), Dad brought many gifts (here)

back.

29. ta cong xuéxiao pdo hui jia lai le.
30. ta mdi huilai yi bén shd.

31. fuqgin dai huildi bu shdo liwu.

32. muqgmn mai hui hén dud cai lai.
33. mugin mdi hén dud cai huilai.

34. baba dai huilai le bu shdo liwu.

[A] % return, go speaker’s
location
35. M MFHAEAR T . He ran back to school
from home.
36. FUMEPLJG, FREEH A fE 4y After class, I will run (in a classroom)
+ back to the dormitory.
37. AR ERIEZ B, They took back a lot of
books.
38.  FERLLGE, o EDIZEZE. After class, (not at home)

immediately go home.

35. ta cong jia pao hui xuéxiao qu le.

36. xiaké yihou, wo yao pdo hui sushé qu.
37. tamen dai huiqu hén dud shi.

38. xiaké yihou, mashang hui jia qu.
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I3k come across speaker’s

location

39. AR T . The came across. (here)
40. [y Sk 8 A 4 There is a taxi coming

towards us.
41. w[riE I —4 AL 2Rk There is a taxi coming

towards us.
42. WmETK —1 N, There is a person walking

toward me.

39. tamen zou guolai le.

40. qidnmian kai guolai yi liang chiizuche.
41. qidnmian kai guo yi liang chiiziche lai.
42. duimian zOu guolai yi gé rén.

1ITZ go across
43, KEHFLET. The car is driving away.
44. KPR ZET, The plane is flying away.

43. qiché kai guo qu le.
44. feij1 fei guo qu le.

#Z>R start and continue something
45.  INFZREALESK T . The child can sit up.
46. m‘%%f@ﬂ{ T, The kite flew up.

47. HFk Write (something) down.
48. Wik Put (something) away
49.  GESR Put (something) away
50. AHjfdsk Think (something) up

45. xidohai néng zuo qilai le.
46. fengzheng fei qilai le.
47. xié xialai

48. shou qilai

49. fang qilai

50. xidng qilai
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take.
New Words

1. 11}

2. 4

3. 1

4. VR[]

5. 1

6. LN

7. FEBA

8. EK

9.  HJL
10. Ryf
I1. i/7]

12, IR
13. 4T

14. —2x |,
15. —F
16.  —F)JL

Question:
Answer:

Question:

Answer:

Unit 31

Durations of Actions
This unit shows how express how long ago something happened and how long actions

ba

dang
hua

ke jian
lido

lido tian
pai dui
qi chudng
shir
Tianjin
wan

wi fan
xing

yi huir
yi xia
yi xiar

softens a request

to become

use time, spend time
break between classes
chit chat

chit chat

to wait in line

get up

affairs, matters

a city near Beijing
late

lunch

OK

indicates a short time
indicates a short time or casual manner

indicates a short time or casual manner

Unit Summary
Section A the length of time from the time of occurrence of an action to the time of
speaking when the predicate cannot be a contiuous action.

PREEWSZ K IFE T2 How long have you been married?
WIS TET [ have been married for 10 years.

ni jiéhtn dud chang shi jian le?
wo jiehiin shinian le.

Section B the duration of actions that happened in the past and are not occurring at
the time of speaking. (using a verb without an object)

Question:
Answer:

RELILT ZKmfa] 2 How long were you out “playing”?

HIOLT K.

I “played” for one day.
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Question: ni wanr le dud chang shi jian?
Answer: woO wanr le yi tian.

Section C  the duration of actions that are occurring at the time of speaking (using
a verb without an object)

Question: PRWT T 2K a) T2 How long have you been listening?

Answer: T T AT I have been listening for five minutes.
Question: ni ting le dud chang shi jian le?
Answer: wo ting le wu fén zhong le.

Section D the duration of actions that happened in the past and are not occurring at
the time of speaking (using a verb with an object).

Question:  FREEH 2= T Z KK E]? How long did you study Chinese?
Answer: B )P TR, I studied Chinese for two years.

Question: ni xuéxi zhongwén xué le dud chang shi jian?
Answer: w0 xuéxi zhongwén xué le lidng nidn.

Sentences that have personal pronouns as objects are also discussed in this section.

Section E  the duration of actions that happened in the past and are not occurring at
the time of speaking (using a verb with an object). If the object is a
personal pronoun, this pattern may not be used.

Question: R4 T ZKWE] () H 3.  How long did you study Chinese?
Answer: R T (B I I studied Chinese for two years.

Question: ni xué le dud chang shijian (de) zhongwén,
Answer: w0 xu¢ le liang nian (de) zhongwén,

Section F  the duration of reoccurring actions (using a verb with an object)

Question:  YREFRIZFMNZ 2 KB [A] 2 How long do you eat lunch
everyday?
Answer: BB RN — NN I eat lunch for one hour a day.

Question: ni m¢i tian chi wt fan chi dud chang shi jian?
Answer: w0 m¢i tian chi wu fan chi yi ge xido shi.
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Section F1 the duration of reoccurring actions (using a verb with an object)

Question:  REERIZZ K] (1)) 4. How long do you eat lunch
everyday?
Answer: FEERIZ—A /N () F4R. I eat lunch for one hour a day.

Question: ni méi tian chi dud chang shi jian (de) wi fan,
Answer: w0 méitian chi yi gé xido shi (de) wu fan,

Section G the duration of reoccurring actions (using a verb without an object)

Question:  REFRF Z KR E]? How long do you (read/watch) every day?
Answer: REERE /DI I (read/watch) one hour a day.

Question: ni méi tian kan dud chang shi jian?
Answer: w0 m¢i tian kan yi ge xido shi.

Section H  using auxiliary verbs in sentences that express the duration of actions
(using a verb without an object)

BRER NN I will (read/watch) for one hour.
w0 yao kan yi gé xido shi.

Section I using auxiliary verbs in sentences that express the duration of actions
(using a verb with an object)

REE AP, [ will (read/watch) for one hour.
wo yao kan yi ge xido shi de dian shi,

Section J using expressions that mean “a little while”
using expressions that mean “use time / take time”

a little while use time / spend time / take time
—=J)L —F  —TFIL JH IR TH] FE I [H]
yi huir yixia  yixiar yong shi jian hua shi jian
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Section K Comparing lengths of time and making comparisons using “earlier” and
“later”.

L AR A A B E
2. AR IER AN

Anna gets to the classroom five minutes earlier than Li Ming everyday.
Anna sleeps two hours less than Li Ming everyday.

N —

I. m¢éitian anna bi Liming zdo wu fén zhong dao jiao shi.
2. méitian anna bi Liming shdo shui lidng ge¢ xido shijiao.

Section A - from the time of occurrence to the time of speaking
To show how long an actions or states last, time phrases are added to the predicate
after the object. If the predicate verb can’t indicate a continuous action, the time
phrase indicates the period of time from the occurrence of the action to the time of
speaking and | (le) is placed at the end of the sentence.

It has been two years since I left home.

subject verb object time phrase T
E5a BT = Py T
wo 1i kai jia lidng nian le

I leave  home two years

To form a question, place % K I [11] (dud chang shi jian) in place of the time phrase.

1. REdb i KnfE 7?2 How long has it been since you came to
Beijing?
2. BRI FE—"T2ZHT. I came to Beijing over two months ago.

1. nilai Béijing dud chang shi jian le?
2. wo lai Béijing yi ge dud yue le.

3. RKZEEENEZ KR E) T 2 How long has it been since you graduated?
4. ?‘Zjﬁ% Eéjkﬂijﬁ T, I graduated two years ago.

3. ni daxué biye dud chang shi jian le?
4. wo daxué biye liang nian le.
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In the remaining explanations in this unit, the verbs used can indicate continuous
actions.

Section B - the duration of actions that happened in the past and are not
occurring at the time of speaking. (using a verb without an object)
Generally, the sentence pattern below is used after the action is over so the action is
not occurring at the time of speaking. In the sentence pattern below, no object can be
included in the sentence. J (le) is placed after the predicate verb and the time phrase

is placed at the end of the sentence.

I waited two hours.

subject verb T time phrase
* & T PIASZINES
wo déng le liang gé xidoshi,
| wait two hours

5. fihHHE T Z KA ? How long did he sleep?
6. Al T 7SS/ He slept for six hours.

5. ta shui le dud chang shijian?
6. ta shui le lin gé xidoshi.

To compare:

MR FH 8P T o (ta qichuang shi wii fén zhong le. ) (Section A)
means “He has been out of bed for 15 minutes”.

MR T -+ 0% . (ta gichudng le shi wii fen zhong. ) (Section B)
means “It took him 15 minutes to get up”.

Section C - the duration of actions that are occurring at the time of speaking.
(using a verb without an object)
If the action is still going on at the time of speaking, I (le) is placed after the verb
and | (le) is also placed at the end of the sentences. In this sentence pattern, the verb
does not have an object.

I have waited two hours. (and I am still waiting)

subject  verb T time phrase T
£59 Nl T PAAS /NI T
w0 déng le liang g¢ xidoshi le

I wait two hours
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In example questions 7 — 12 below, the action is still going on at the time of speaking.

7.

*

Sl

11.
12.

I1.

12.

11.
12.

fiblhE T 2 AN TR] 172
ABHE 7NN T

How long has he been sleeping?
He has been sleeping for six hours. (and he is still sleeping)

ta shui le dudchang shijian le?
ta shui le lin ge xidoshi le,

IR REE T S KN TR T 2
BAE AR TR T

How long have you been studying at this school?
I have been studying at this school for two years. (and continue to study)
ni zai zhé ge¢ xuéxiao xué le dudchang shijian le?
woO zai zhé ge xuéxiao xué le liang nidn le.
ABATTH T 22 IS 1) 1 2
ABATTHIN T = AN T

How long have they been talking?
They have been talking for three hours. (and are still talking)

tamen lido le dud chang shi jian le?
tamen lido le san g¢ xidoshi le.

Section D - the duration of actions that happened in the past and are not
occurring at the time of speaking (using a verb with an object).

In the sentence pattern below the verb must have an object. The verb is repeated after
the object and | (le) is placed after the second occurrence of the verb followed by the
time phrase at the end of the sentence. Generally, this sentence pattern is used after
the action is over so the action is not occurring at the time of speaking. In the sentence
below, the circumstances would tell the listener what specific vehicle %= (che) refers
to, it could be a bus, taxi or a car.
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I waited for the car for two hours.

subject verb object verb T time phrase
& £ % £ T PRAS /NI
wo déng che déng le lidang ge xidoshi
I wait vehicle wait two hours

13. RIIEBME T 2 KN E]?  How long did you watch TV?
14. RATEBME THA/DE . We watched TV for two hours.

N

13. nimen kan dianshi kan le dud chang shi jian?
14. women kan dianshi kan le lidang ge xidoshio

These patterns are used for names and personal pronouns.
(The sentence patterns in Section E may not be used for personal pronouns.)

15. PREAhEE T Z K a) 2 How long did you wait for him?
16.  FREFMEE T AN I waited for him one hour.

15. ni déng ta déng le dudchang shijian?
16. wo déng ta déng le yige xidoshi,

This sentence pattern is used after the action is over so the action is not occurring at
the time of speaking.

17. PREET A Z K a) 2 How long did you wait for him?
18.  FREE T Hh— /Dt I waited for him one hour.

17. ni déng ta déng le dudchéng shijian?
18. wo déng ta le yi ge xidoshi.

This sentence pattern indicates that the action is not finished so the action is still
occurring at the time of speaking. The first occurance of | (le) is optional.

19.  fREE (T) fhZ K E] T2 How long have you been waiting for
him?

20. s (T) fil—ANNEF T i have been waiting for him for one
our.

19. ni déng (le) ta dudchang shijian le ?

20. wo déng (le) ta déng yi g¢ xidoshile .
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Section E - the duration of actions that happened in the past and are not
occurring at the time of speaking (using a verb with an object.)

In the sentence pattern below the verb must have an object. J (le) is placed directly
after the verb followed by the time phrase indicating the duration of the action with
the object at the end of the sentence. [1'] (de) may be placed just before the object, but
it does not have to be included in the sentence, it is optional. Generally this sentence
pattern is used after the action is over so the action is not occurring at the time of
speaking. This pattern is not used with personal pronouns or names.

I waited for the car for two hours.

subject  verb T time phrase [(:) object
£3a e T PAAS /NI (1) LB
woO déng le liang g¢ xidoshi (1) che
I wait two hours car

02
N

o

15, PRAIE T 2 KR (1) i
16.  BATE T AN (1) HiA

15. How long did you watch TV?
16. We watched TV for two hours.

15. nimen kanle dud chang shijian (de) dianshi?
16. women kanle lidng ge¢ xidoshi (de) dianshi.

Section F - the duration of reoccurring actions (using a verb with an object)
To express the duration of reoccurring actions, | (le) is not used. In the sentence

pattern below, the verb must have an object.

We have three weeks of vacation every year.

subject time phrase verb object verb time phrase

Al (NS J 1 Ji =AM
women méi nian fang jia fang  san ge xingqi
We every year  take vacation take  three weeks

time phrase subject verb object verb time phrase

A AT K {53 Ji =AEH
mei nian women fang jia fang  san ge xingqi
Every year we take vacation take  three weeks
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17a. BEFARNTBURTSE K T 2
170, ARATBREEA UL K 1] 2
18, A ERF U =2

17 a/b.  How much vacation time do you get every year?
18. We have three weeks of vacation every year.

17a. méinidn nimen fang jia fang dud chang shi jian?
17b. nimen méinian fang jia fang dud chang shi jian?
18.  women méinian fang jia fang san ge xingqi,

19, REFRIME U IHE 2 A I [a) 2
20, BERFMEGHE )\ AN

19.  How much time do you sleep everyday?
20.  Isleep eight hours everyday.

19.  ni méitian shuijiao shui dud chang shi jian?
20. méitian wo shuijido shui ba gé xidoshi.

Section F1 - the duration of reoccurring actions (using a verb with an object)
To express the duration of reoccurring actions, using the sentence pattern below, the
time phrases are placed between the verb and the object. J (le) is not used and ] (de)
is optional.

We have three weeks of vacation every year.

time phrase  subject verb  time phrase (/) object

A AT J =R (1) {53
mei nian women fang  san ge xingqi jia
Every year we take three weeks vacation

subject time phrase verb  time phrase (/) object

Al (202 J =AM () 1
women méi nian fang  san ge xingq1 jia
We every year take three weeks vacation

21 BEEARATBCE KN TE] (7)) B ?
22, FAEFFIR=A A ) B
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21. méinidn nimen fang dud chang shijian (de) jid .
22. woOmen méinian fang san ge xingqi (de) jid.

21. How much vacation time do you get every year?
22. We have three weeks of vacation every year.

23, PREERBEZ A CHYD B2
24, JREERIEE)\A/DN CHD 3,

23. How much time do you sleep everyday?
24.  Isleep eight hours everyday.

23. ni méitian shui dud chang shijian (de) jiao?
24. woO méitian shuiba ge xidoshi (de) jiao.
Section G - the duration of reoccurring actions (using a verb without an object)

If the verb does not require an object, the example below may be used to express the
duration of reoccurring actions.

I sleep six hours everyday.

subject  time phrase verb time phrase
E59 (PN [ NS/
woO méitian shui lin ge xidoshi
I everyday sleep six hours

You cannot use the sentence pattern above if the verb has an object. For example, you
cannot say “VREEARMEG 22 K 8] 2 (ni méitian shuijido dudchdng shijian? )

Section H - Using auxiliary verbs in sentences that express the duration of
actions (using a verb without an object)
To express the duration of an action that will happen in the future, the sentence
patterns below may be used. In the example below, It )L (wanr) , which literally
means “to play” is the general term Chinese people commonly use to express relaxing
and having fun in their leisure time. It is also used to express the action of playing,
like when children play. Either It (wéan) or ¢ )L, (wanr) may be used.
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We are going to go out and have some fun for a day.

subject  auxiliary verb  verb time phrase

Al L3 oL —R
women yao wanr yi tian
We will play one day

25, JRATSAT AN
26, X WEMAS /N
27. Lo — NN,

25. We will play for an hour.
26. I will sleep for two hours.
27. 1 will write for one hour.

25. women hui da yi ge¢ xidoshi.

26. w0 hui shui liding ge xidoshi.

27. wo hui xi¢ yi ge xidoshi.

*In sentence 25, ¥ (dd) means “to play” i.e., T #5Ek (dd 1an qiu) (to play basketball), I I=FeEk
(da pingpang qiu) (to play ping pong).

Section I - Using auxiliary verbs in sentences that express the duration of actions
(using a verb with an object)

We are going to play basketball for an hour.

subject  auxiliary verb  verb  time phrase ([1)) object
Al & 7 —ANIEE () IS5
women hui da yi ge xidoshi  (de) lan qia
We will play an hour basketball

28 JET AN
29, AN DAL AR S IE R

28. I will write letters for an hour.
29. I will do homework for two hours and then eat.

28. woO hui xi¢ yi ge xidoshi (de) xin.
29. wo hui zuo lidng ge xidoshi (de) zuoye ranhou chi fan.
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Section J using using expressions that mean “a little while”
using expressions that mean “use time / take time”

a little while use time / spend time / take time
—=J)L —F  —THJL FHF[A] B[]
yihuir yixia  yixiar yong shi jian hua shi jian

In all the examples in this unit, the time phrases used to express the duration of
actions have been definite time lengths. To express “a little while”, —% JLi (yi huir) is
used in the same way as the time phrases.

30, FRAVCARE = LIRS AR

31 FfiTebr 2 LR RIS .

32 FRAAERREI T2 L.

33, KEERERGIRLIETE < )L,

30. First we will rest a while and then do (our) homework.

31. We will play a while and then go home.

32. We talked a while during the break between classes.

33. My dad watches TV a while before he eats dinner everyday.

30. women xian xitxi yihuir ranhou zuo zuoye.

31. woOmen hui wan yihuir ranhou hui jia.

32. women zai kéjian lido le yihuir.,

33. w0 baba m¢éi tian chi fan yiqian kan yihuir dianshi.

Note:  To express “rest a while” you say : “fK H.—2 JL (xiil yihuir huir)
To express “sleep a while” you say : “ffi—23 JL9E (shui yihuir jiao)

I FAER A ML o
[ i FBEAR WY T3
M2 )LhE FEME 2 )Lt

AN FRWER M LA

el

In sentence 2, I 5 (shui wil jido) means “afternoon nap”. In sentence 4, # (zh4o)
is used as a verb compliment of potentiality that means “to fall asleep”.

1. sleep I go to bed at 10 o'clock every day.
2. nap I take a nap at 4 o'clock ever day.
3. sleep a while I will sleep a little while.
4. not sleep I couldn't sleep last night.
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1. shui jiao w0 méitian shi didn shui jiao.

2. shui wu jiao woO méitian si didn shui wii jidoo

3. shuiyihuirjido  wo yao shui yihuir jido.

4. shui bu zhdo w0 zuotian wdnshang shui bu zhéo.

To express “a very short time”, — F (yi xid) or — [ JL (yi xiar) are used in the same
way as the time phrases. When using these terms, it also carries the meaning that that
the thing being done isn’t of great importance, that something is done in a casual
manner. For instance, if something interesting came on TV, to draw another persons
attention to the TV one might say, 7 — F! (kan yi xia!). In sentence 35 below, ¥
JL (méi shir) means “it’s nothing” and the modal particle ' (ba) is used to soften the
tone of the sentence.

34, H— MR, A7 ?
35, &=L, HmE!

34. Can I use your dictionary for a moment?
35. No problem, use it!

34. yong yixia nide cidian, xing ma?
35. méi shir, yongba!

To express “using” or “spending” time, H (yong) {1t (hua) are used. Both sentences
below mean “I spend one hour cooking dinner everyday.”

36.  BERIHA/PNIAEEEI
37, RERIBAE A/ DIAEIEI .

36. m¢éitian wo yong yi g¢ xidoshi zuo wanfan,
37. méitian wo hua yige xidoshi zud wanfan,

To make a question, 2 K [f] (dudchang shijian) goes in the place of the time phrase.
Both questions below mean “How much time do you spend cooking dinner
everyday?”

38 RERARHIZ KN TS A ?
39, BERARAEZ KN R s o 2
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38. m¢itian ni yong dudchang shijian zud wanfan?
39. méitian ni hua dudchang shijian zuo6 wanfan?

40. MIEHTAR KA BIREH] 2 A TH] 2
4l ABRTAR KT BRI

40. How long does it take to go by train from Beijing to Tianjin?
41. Tt takes half an hour to go from Beijing to Tianjin by train.

40. cong Béijing zud huo ché dao Tianjin yong
dudchang shijian?

41. cong Béijing zudo hud ché dao Tianjin hua
ban ge¢ xidoshi.

Example Sentences
PRIWE R E M 1 22 (I fa) ?
FME T /NASN
WERABATTHN T 2 A [R] 2
AT T =AMk
ATTHI T = AN/ T

bk =

How long did you sleep last night?

I slept for six hours.

How long did they talk yesterday?

They talked for three hours.

They have been talking for three hours. (they are still talking)

Nk W=

ni zuotian wanshang shui le dudchang shijian?
wo shui le liu ge xidoshi,

zuotian tamen lido le dudchang shijian?

tamen lidotian lido le san g¢ xidoshi.

A e

tamen lido le san ge¢ xidoshi le.

PRE R AR 2 A T) 2

TRF R — A/t

s 7 — A HE=K.
BRPECEN2ZHT .

10, e+ R, FICs FRSEADIN T
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How long do you workout each day?

I workout one hour a day.

He was sick for one month and three days.

I have already been in China for over a month.

0. TItis 12:30 pm the students have already been out of class for half an hour.

=0 e

ni méitian duanlian dud chang shi jian?
w0 méi tian duanlian yi gé xidoshi.

ta bing le yi g¢ yu¢ ling san tian.

wo lai zhonggud yijing yi ge dud yue le.
10. xian zai shi shi ér didn ban, téngxuémen
yijing xiake ban g¢ xidoshi le.

. {05 T £ K

12, {034 EATAE0E T 2 Cm i 2
13, {5 T PIASN

4. {03 T PIAINE AT 4.
15, {3 EATAR T — 1450 T

o PN

11. How long did he ride?

12. How long did he ride (his) bicycle?

13. He rode for four hours.

14. He rode his bicycle for four hours.

15. He has been riding his bicycle for twenty minutes. (and is still riding)

11. ta qi le dudchang shijian?

12. ta qi zixingché qi le dudchang shijian?
13. ta qi le sige xidoshi.

14. ta qi le si ge xidoshi zixingche.

15. ta qi zixingché qi le er shi fén zhong le.

16.  MAEHTR Lk, AL ACI TR ) KL ?
17 PAbs 3] B, AR =AY KL
18. fbE T2 KITH (B R4R?

19, fbBFHMWLAE TN

20. fE TR R $RERS

16. How long is the flight from Beijing to Shanghai?
17. The flight from Beijing to Shanghai is three hours.
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18. How long did he read the newspaper?
19. He read the newspaper for half an hour.
20. He read the newspaper for half an hour.

16. cong Beijing dao Shanghdi, zudo dudchang shijian de fe€iji?
17. céng Béijing dao Shanghai, zud san ge xidoshi de feiji.
18. ta kan le dud chang shijian de baozhi?

19. ta kan baozhi kan le ban ge¢ xidoshi.

20. ta kan le ban ge¢ xidoshi de baozhi.

21 43T 7 =B
22, W BT EERYT

23, M ZImYAE T

24, fbANIE IS =4 T,

25, PAEHSE A KINTA].

(In example number 25, 4 does not mean “good”, it indicates “extreme”)

21. She talked on the phone for 30 minutes.

22. She has been in university for three years. (and still is)
23. She has been a teacher for four years. (and still is)

24. They have been married for three years. (and still are)
25 I waited for a taxi (or bus) for a long time.

21. ta da le san shi féen zhong de dianhua.
22. ta shang le san nian da xué le.

23. ta dang ldo shi sinian le,

24. tamen jié¢ huin san nian le,

25 w0 déng ché déng le hao chang shi jian.

26. MR BAT 20~ A e 2 KNI ?
27, WIS BAT R~ =D
28. MAEAR 2 I Al H AL .

29, FALIRZ IS 1A)E L5 BB

30. Ak T AP HEBR

26. How long does it take to go from your home to your office by bicycle?
27. It takes half an hour to go from my home to the office.

28. He spends a lot of time watching TV.

29. Ispend a lot of time reading my email.

30. I waited in line for an hour.
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26. congnijia qi zixingché dao bangodongshi hua
dud chang shi jian?

27. cong wo jia qi zixingch€ dao bangongshi yong
ban g¢ xidoshi,

28. ta hua héndud shijian kan dianshi.

29. w0 hua héndud shijian kan dianzi youjian.

30 woO hua le yi ge xidoshi paiduis

Section K 1. making comparisons using “earlier” and “later”

2. comparing lengths of time

These are the facts about when Anna and Li Ming granduated from university:

1. 2208 1995 4E R Ea),
2. ZEH 2005 4F KA

Anna graduated from university in 1995.
Li Ming graduated from university in 2005.

N —

1. anna 1995 nian daxué biy¢.
2. Liming 2005 nian daxué biye.

These are the statements of comparison about who graduated earlier and later:

3. RPREEEI R B A
4. ZW] L 2GR Bl -4

3. Anna graduated from university 10 years earlier than Li Ming.
4. Li Ming graduated from university 10 years later than Anna.

3. anna bi Liming zdo biy¢ shi nidn.
4. Liming bi anna wan biy¢ shi nidn.

These are the facts about when Anna and Li Ming go to bed and get up in the morning.

5. UFEFR 12:00 HESE, 6:00 2K
6. ZEHIEER 11:00 HESE, 7:00 ALK .

5. Anna goes to bed at 12 o’clock and gets up at 6 o’clock everyday.
6. Li Ming goes to bed at 11 o’clock and gets up at 7 o’clock everyday.
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5. anna méi tian 12:00 shui jiao, 6:00 qi chudng.
6. Liming méitian 11:00 shui jido, 7:00 qi chuang.

These are comparisons about who gets up earlier and later:

~

BER YR EL 2= DI IESE — /N, AR AN
8. RERZEWI LR BT BE — AN/, BRI IR AN

7. Anna goes to bed one hour later and gets up one hour earlier than Li
Ming everyday.

8. Li Ming goes to bed one hour earlier and gets up one hour later than
Anna everyday.

7. méi tian anna bi Liming wan shui jiao yi gé xido shi, zdo qi
chuang yi ge xidoshi,

8. méi tian Liming bi anna zdo shui jido yi g¢ xido shi, wan qi
chuang yi ge xido shi.

These are comparisons about who sleeps longer or sleeps less time:

9. RERLHREL W] DM YA /NI 5
10 BERZEW] L 2GR 22 M PN /NI 5 o

9.  Anna sleeps two hours less than Li Ming everyday.

10. Li Ming sleeps two hours more than Anna everyday.

9. m¢éitian anna bi Liming shdo shui lidng g¢ xido shijido.
10. m¢éi tian Liming bi anna dud shui lidng ge¢ xido shijiao.

These are the facts about when Anna and Li Ming get to the classroom.

11 22 R%RER 7:50 BI2E0= .
12. Z=B4EK 8:00 R H =,

11. Anna gets to the classroom at 7:50 everyday.
12. Li Ming gets to the classroom at 8:00 everyday.

11. anna méitian 7:50 dao jiaoshi,
12. Liming méitian 8:00 dao jiaoshi.
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These are comparisons about who gets to the classroom earlier and later:

13, BERZYREL. AR L P H
14, BER W] O 2R 100 Bl B3

13. Anna gets to the classroom five minutes earlier than Li Ming everyday.
14. Li Ming gets to the classroom five minutes later than Anna everyday.

13. méitian anna bi Liming zdo wu fén zhong dao jiao shi.
14. méitian Liming bi anna wan wu fén zhong dao jido shi,
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Unit 32
Modifying Verbs (35)
(the manner in which something is done)
This unit shows how to express the manner in which actions are done.

New Words
1. R chii fa set out
2. N Bt ji shi in a timely manner
3. fiAt T jié jué solve, resolve, settle
4, -y jin tightly
5. 2B jing Ii manager
6. 2T ke ting living room
7 BN ki cry
8. A1 lin ja neighbor
9. T = man yi satisfy
10. Bl pa to lie face down
11, B ré qing cordially
12. H rén zhén conscientious
13. F shou hand
14. &R shi fu comfortable
15. =L tou head
16. Iz wO to hold
17. =& X140 smile, laugh
18 T ydn yuan performer, actor
19. % zhe adverbial modifier to show the
manner in which an action is done
20. GEH zou lu to walk down the street

Verb - 3 (zhe)
Verbs are used with # (zhe) to show the manner in which actions are done. In the
first example, 47 (zhe) is used with the verb meaning “to sit” to show that the person
is sitting while reading. The second example shows how, % (zhe) can be part of a
verb phrase to accomplish the same thing.

He sits to read. / He is sitting while reading.

subject verb %  predicate verb object
(to show manner)
fib Ak A 2 15
ta Zuo zhe kan shu
He sit read book
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He shook my hand, saying “Thank you!”

subject verb phrase predicate verb object
(to show manner)
it BAELKT Ui “UE L >
ta wo zhe wo de shou shuo xi¢ Xi¢ nin
He shaking my hand say thank you

In the example above, #2 (w0) literally means “to hold”, but in the context of the
example sentence, it means that the two people are shaking hands. In examples 6 and
7 below, ¥\(pa) means “to lie face down”. In example 8, i (ting) means “to lie face
up”. In sentence 3, Fi %% (a yi) means “aunt” and is a term of respect that children call
women or a young adult will address an older woman.

Example Sentences
AT SLEH/E
AR kA 6 o
b SEE Ve P 12
QAR T HLER AR S My A5 AR IR Lo
AT RE U TN T,
b B AEIR LR H 15
INIAE T & LB\ HESEIE .
AL IR A W

e T e

yan yudn zhan zhe chang gg.

ta dizhe téu zou lu,

ta xiao zhe shudo “xi¢ xi¢ ayi’

mama zai kéting i gén linji h€ zhe cha lidotianr.
zh¢ g¢ haizi ki zhe shud: “wo de xidogdu bing le”.
ta xihuan zai chuang shang pa zhe kan shi.

xid0 mao zai chuang tai shang pa zhe shuijiao ne.
baba zai chudng shang tidng zhe shuijiao ne.

NN R WD =

The performer stood and sang. / The performer stands and sings.

He walks / walked down the street with his head down.

He smiled and said, “Thank you Auntie.”

Mother is in the living room drinking coffee and chatting with a neighbor.
This child cried and said, “My puppy is sick.”

He likes to lie in bed and read.

The kitten is on lying on the window sill sleeping.

A il
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8.  Father is on the lying on the bed sleeping.
Adjectives that show the manner in which something is done.

Single syllable adjectives
Adjectives are placed before verbs to show the manner in which something is done.
Single syllable adjectives are placed directly before a verb with nothing in between.
Two syllable adjectives may be followed by i (de) and then the verb, but # (de) is
optional. In the example below, 5. (z40) (early) shows the manner in which the verb
1 % (chii fa) (set out) happens.

They set out early.

subject adjective  predicate verb  completed action

AT H R 7
tamen 740 chu fa le
They early set out

Sometimes % (dud) is used in this sentence pattern, in place of the adjective, to place
added emphasis on the verb. In the sentence, “/RAZNZWr. > (ni bixd dud ting. )
(You need to listen.) %2 (dud) is used to add extra emphasis to the verb W7 (ting).
(de) is not used in sentences that use 2 (dud).

Reduplicated Single Syllable Adjectives
AA -#fi - Verb
Another way to add emphasis to an adjective, that modifies a verb, is to say the
adjective twice, this is called “reduplication”. When a single syllable adjective is
reduplicated, the second syllable is spoken in the nuetral tone and a retroflex “r”” may
be used, for instance, both - H.(zd0 zao) or 5. JL(zdo zaor) could be used to say

“early”. Putting Hii (de) between the reduplicated adjective and the verb is optional.

They set out early.
. reduplicated predicate completed
subject adjective () verb action
A AT I (Hh) % T
tamen 730 zao de chi fa le
They early set out

Two Syllable Adjectives
AB -} (de) - Verb
When using two syllable adjectives, putting H (de) between the adjective and the
verb is optional. However, some two syllable adjectives are also verbs, depending on
the context they are used in. When those adjectives are used, 3 (de) must be used.

Py iz

For instance, in the sentence “F'5#F1Ri% %> (zi xi& dé hén qingchu) (The writing is
Page 220 of 265

Chinese OCW Conversational Chinese is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 2.5 China Mainland License. Based on work at Chinese www.chineseocw.com




very clear.) /5 4¢ (qing chu) is an adjective that means “to be clear and easy to
understand”. However, in the sentence “ftl i X H AT 5 K. ~ (12 zui
qingchu zhe shi de gian yin hou gud. ) (He understands the matter thoroughly.), i 3%
(gingchu) is a verb that means “to understand, to know” . In this case, Hii (de) must be
used to make it clear that {5 4% (qing chu) is an adjective. To avoid grammar mistakes,
a speaker may use H (de) with all two syllable adjectives.

They study conscientiously.

subject adjective i predicate verb
At ATT WH H =
tamen ren zhén de xué xi
They conscientious study

Reduplicated Two Syllable Adjectives
AABB - i - Verb
When two syllable adjectives are reduplicated they are in the form of AABB. The
second A syllable and the second B syllable are spoken in the neutral tone. For
instance, TAFL (rén zhén) (conscientious) becomes A A F.E (rén ren zhén zhen). In
this case, i (de) must be used. Be careful when using this form, not all two syllable
adjectives can be reduplicated.

subject reduplicated Hh predicate
adjective verb
At AT IWAEE Hh #2]
tamen rén ren zhén zhen  de xué xi
They conscientious study

Example Sentences
I BERERE () 5T .
2. Al “FE TR 7
3. AL <Pl B T TARRAG .
4. A RESE T A =AM, ARG T

1. mugin jinjin (de) bao zhe ta de haizi.
2. ta gao xing de shud: “wd shou dao le péngyou de lai xin,
3. ta gao gao xing xing de shuo:
“w0 shou dao le péngyou de lai xin.
4. tade fumu déng leta san ge xidoshi, ta lai wan le,
1. The mother tightly held her child.
He happily said, “I received a letter from my friend.”

3. He happily said, “I received a letter from my friend.”
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4. His parents waited three hours, he came late.

R WGE IR
ERKEEHES
T2 T )
ZT I EHE T

S AN

ta reqing de shud: ‘“huanying guanglin”.
lao taitai man man de zou zhe,

Wang jingli jishi ji¢jué le wenti,

haizi minyi de xiao le.

PN

She warmly said, “Welcome”.

The old lady is slowly walking.

Manager Wang solved the problem in a timely manner.
The child smiled with satisfaction.

o NN
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New Words
D S o 4
2.1
3. X
4, £
5. fuEE
6. AT
7. Rk
8. gL
9 A
10. %
11. PN
12. YT
13. 4
14. ik
15, %W
16. &
17. il
18. 4§17
19.  4TH
20. i
21 HA Vi
22. 1
23, HL B
24. a
25. M
26. 52
27 %
28. iz

Unit 33

2 (b)) Sentences

This unit shows how use the preposition . (bd). In % (bd)sentences, the object is
stated before the predicate verb.

an quan dai
ba

ban jia

bao

bao gud
bén zi

bi ji bén

bi ji bén dian
nao

bian

bido

bing rén

bo li

cha

cha tou

ché péng

chéng
chou ti
da kai
da suan
di

dian chi
dian zi

dian zi you jian

fa
feng
fu xi
gai
gu ke
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seat belt

a preposition used to make a
subject — object — verb sentence
to move (to a new home)

to wrap (a gift, a box)
parcel, package
notebook

notebook

laptop computer

change to, transform
form, table, chart
sick person, patient
glass, window pane
to plug in

electric plug

covered parking for bicycles
(similar to a carport)
turn into

drawer
open, turn on
to plan

pass or hand something to
someone
battery

electronic

email

send, transmit

wind

review (a lesson)
change to, transform

customer
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29.
30.

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.

41.

42.
43.
44.
45.

46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.

il
Kofel
*x b
Fh
=l
T
P
iR
i
%
ML
Jev
B
g
fift ¥
L g
T

i

Pk
L)
i
]
s
IR
e
[ITE2)

A F
AT
i
t':

==X
I

gua

guan diao
guan shang
hao ma
hé shang
h¢é zi

hu zhao
hua ping
ji

ji

J1 pido

jid ke

jie

jie dian hua
1€ kai
jing cha
kang
kong tiao
la

1a lian

i wu
lidn

Lili

ling dai
ma fan
m¢éi yudn
mian bao
ming

ming xin pian

mo shu shi
nao zhong
nit

nong
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blow

turn off (electric things)

close, turn off

number

close a book

box (small)

passport

flower vase

to take note, remember, record

“put on” or “wear” belts, scarves
and tied things
plane ticket

jacket
to receive, to pick up (i.e., a

child from school)
to answer the phone

take off (a belt)
police

to carry something on one’s
shoulders
air conditioner

pull

zipper

gift

face

a name of a person
necktie

trouble, inconvenience
American dollars
bread

measure word for persons
postcard

magician

alarm clock

COW

make
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62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
9.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.

filf

Bk

Hy
AR
Ziki
CiNEL
=
wit K
A 1]
4pr
FHl
IVEie
K

TE %0
HE:
Jia
RN
FINES
1
/M
H
1T
41 )Ll
it
Bk
Y <px
T
A
il

i

he
e
%
YENEA

peng

qiu

qu

rén min bi
reng

réng diao
sdo

she ji ta
shéng ci
shéng zi
shou ji
shou shi
shui

tong zhi
tong shi
tuo

wdn hui
wo shi
xiang zi
xid0 tou
xi¢é

xing li
you €r yuan
you piao
yu fa

yu sdn

yu xi

yu yi

zhai

zhua
zhuang
zhuang xil
zhtin beéi
zuo ye bén
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touch, bump

ball

to take, to fetch

Chinese currency

to throw

throw away

sweep

blueprints

new words

rope

cell phone

to put in order, to tidy up
water

notice

colleague, coworker
take off (clothing and shoes)
party (in the evening)
bedroom

box (large), suitcase
thief

shoe

luggage

kindergarten

stamp

grammar

umbrella

preview (a lesson)
raincoat

to take off things [that use #§]
to grab, to sieze, to catch
load, pack

decorate, remodel
prepare

homework notebook
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In % (bd) sentences, the object is stated before the predicate verb. The simplest 4% (b#)
sentence pattern is:

Subject it Object Predicate Verb + other elements
doer of the action % receiver of the action the action (rule # 8 below)
E5 i L (N T
wo ba i wu bao shang le
I ba gift / gifts wrap completed action

(This sentence means, “I wrapped the gifts.”)

The most important feature of i sentences is that the predicate verb must produce a
change in disposition of the object. For example, compare the two sentences below.

This sentence states how the speaker went to school. It means, “I drove to school.”
B ERERET wo kai ché dao xuéxido qu le.

This f sentence emphasizes the disposition of the object (car). It means, “I took the
car to the school.”

RICHETFR#2ET. wo bi che kai dao xuéxido qu les

A speaker could say: “F&Z:R)E 7o ” (WO qu shangdian le) (I went to the store) ;
however, it is incorrect to say : “FRALRFIMi 22 T o (w0 b shangdian qu le)” because
the predicate verb (2% qu) does not change the disposition of the object (Fi)ii shang
dian).

Summary of rules for simple # (b#) sentences:

1. The predicate verb must be a transitive verb.
(A transitive verb is an action verb, expressing an activity, like writing or cleaning, and it has
a direct object, something or someone who receives the action of the verb.)

2. Verbs that do not produce action, such as 5 (you) and #2 (shi) , may not be used.

3. Verbs that indicate mental activity and senses such as %/11# (zhi dao) (to know)
and E X (xi huan) (to like) and 15 (jué de) (to feel) may not be used as
predicate verbs.

4. Verbs that indicate direction such as 2% (qu), 2K (1ai), i (chd), # (jin), L
(shang) and | (xia) may not be used as predicate verbs.

5. The pattern [Verb + i (gud)] may not be used.

A potential compliment that uses 15 (de) does not occur after the predicate verb.

When using % (bd) sentences, it is clear to the listener what the speaker has in

mind. General classifiers may not be used. For instance, a speaker may use a %
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(bd) sentence to say “give me that book (#45) (na bén shii)” but may not use a
8 sentence to say “give me a book (— A1) (yi bén shii).”

8. i (bd) sentences may not end with single syllable verb. If a single syllable ends
a sentence then it may be duplicated or the sentences may end in particles such

as 1 (le) or & (zhe).

Using & (zhe) in 1 (b3) sentences

Be careful when using # (zhe) in 3 (bd) sentences. Since the particle % (zhe) may
be used for turning some action verbs into a continuing state, as a general rule, when
using % (zhe) to compliment a verb in a 3% (bd) sentence, determine if the context of
the sentence uses % (zhe) in such a way that the verb produces an action that changes
the disposition of the object. For example: If some people were leaving their hotel or
home to go sightseeing, they could use example sentence 1 or 2 below to say, “Let’s
take a camera with us”. This is the only circumstance when # (zhe) would be used in
af (bd) sentence to express “take something”. If the speaker were talking about an
outing that was going to happen the following day, they would use %7 I (dai shang) or
% I (n4 shang), as in sentences 3 and 4 below. (In this case, = (shang) is a verb
compliment of results indicating something has reached a certain place.)

If two people were walking down the street and one person were to tell the other
person “I have my camera with me” the speaker would say, “F 745 F& 1 AHHL Ve
(wo daizhe wode zhaoxiangji ne). In this context, 5 (zhe) indicates a continuing state
and does not bring about a change in the disposition of the object; therefore, it would
be incorrect to say, “FAIL KT AL (WO ba wode zhaoxiangjt dai zhe). In this
case, it would be correct to say, “TRALILIIEAHHLAT K T (wo ba wode zhaoxiangjT
dai lai le) which means, “I brought my camera with me” because the verb and its
compliment {7 K (dai 14i) indicate a change of disposition of the object.

Let’s take the camera with us.

1 BATHERAI LA women bi zhaoxiangji dai zhe.
2. TATHERAHNL = women bi zhaoxiangji na zhe.
3. FAHE AL F. woOmen b zhdoxiangji dai shang.
4. AHEIAHNLE L women bd zhaoxiangji na shang.

If someone were pointing out a person in a crowded room by saying, “She is the one
wearing a white dress”, they would say, “Uh%F % {4+ (ta chuan zhe bai s¢
qunzi); they would not use a " sentence, in this case, because the verb does not bring
about change in the disposition of the object. Generally, %% (chuan zhe) is not used
in a ft sentences.

If someone wanted to draw attention to the fact that a person was wearing a new outfit,
it would be correct to say, “@iFHT KM% L T (ta bd xin yifu chuan shang le)
because the verb % (chuan) and its compliment _I (shang) indicate a change in the
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disposition of the object GHI A< k) (xin yifu). This sentence literally means, “She has
put on new clothes.”

The sentences below may be stated as Subject — Verb — Object (SVO) sentences or ft
(bd) sentences. There are two reasons sentences, that can be stated using a SVO
sentence pattern, are stated using % (bd) sentences. Sometimes, they are used to place
emphasis on the changed disposition of the object, as explained above. Sometimes,
the predicate verbs are followed by fairly complicated constructions involving verb
compliments so it is generally easier to state the object first.

A. I have finished yesterday’s homework.

$-V-0 e T HERMAEL
t sentence BICHERVENLAGSE T o

wO zud wan le zuotian de zuodye.

N = N =

woO bd zuotian de zudye zuod wan le.
B. I have brought the blueprints.

VO RRAR T R,

I sentence BT R T .
wo dailai le sh¢jitu.

wo ba shejita dai lai leo

N = N =

C. Let me write down your phone number.

$-V-0 il — MR BIE T,
I sentence TR G S IiE— T,
w0 ji yixia ni de dianhua haomd.

wo ba nide dianhua haoma ji yixia.

N = N =

D. I threw away those newspapers.

8-V-0 P pint 1R LE4R AR
% sentence FACTR L H AR 45 T o
woO réngdido le na xi€ baozhi,

woO bd na xié baozhi réngdiao le.

N = N =
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E. Father broke the umbrella.

S-V-0 EASC /TR
! sentence  EEAMAEIEIL T,
baba nong huai le yusédn.

baba ba ylsdn nong huai le.

N = N =

F. I returned the book I borrowed last time.

1. SVO ik T EIRAS A S o

2. ! sentence T _EAEIBA AL T

1 woO hudn le shang ci ji¢ de na bén shii.

2 wo ba shang ci ji¢ de na bén shii huan le.

G. He knocked over the cup.

L. S-V-0 fibhlE (2] 1461
2. ! sentence fb AR TR T
1.  ta pengddo le beizi.

2. ta bd beizi peng ddo le.

H. The wind knocked over the bicycle.

$-V-0 W T BT
fCsentence WU FATEEIE T,
feng gua ddo le zixingche.

feng ba zixingché gua ddo le.

N = N =

Auxiliary verbs may placed between the subject and 3.

I. You should wear a raincoat.

S-AV-V-0  fRINIZEF WA

# sentence PRIV AZAE R ACZE
ni yinggai chuan yuyT.

ni yinggai ba yuyil chuan shang.

N = N =
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J. I will throw away those newspapers.

S-AV-V-0 s LR 4R,
% sentence TSI L H A i
wO hui réngdiao na xié baozhi.

woO hui bd na xié baozhi réng dido.

N = N =

K. You need to move those books.

S-AV-V-0  fRZHEXLE,
# sentence PRSI IX LA AE o
ni bixii banzou zhéxie shi.

ni bixii ba zhéxie shti banzou.

N = N =

In the examples below, /5 - (fing zi) could refer to a single room, an apartment or a
house and Z%{%& (zhuang xiu) is usually translated as “to decorate”; however, this
expression also includes construction such as, adding carpet or adding new interior
walls. When a restaurant is being remodeled, there will be a sign in the window that
says “Zf% (zhuang xili)” to inform customers that the process of remodeling is going
on. % (ban) is used to express “carrying” things that are too big to carry in one hand.

L. I would like to redecorate my apartment.

S-AV-V-0 AR T
i sentence FAF S PR — T

woO xidng zhuangxit fangzi.

N = N =

w0 xiang ba fangzi zhuangxii yixia.

To express possibility auxiliary verbs #£ and 7] L may placed between the
subject and 1.

M. I can repair your computer.

. S—-AV-V-0 FKAMEIRET LN

2. S-AV-V-0 IRALIBELARIHLIK .

3. ! sentence FRaEHAR A A T

4. i sentence AR F A R
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1 woO néng xit ni de dianndo.

2 w0 néng xiili ni de dianndo.

3. w0 néng ba nide dianndo xii hdo.

4 wo néng ba ni de dianndo xiuli hao,

N. I can print your file.

S-AV-V-0  Ju LT ENR I SCAT
11 sentence e n] LLEAR A SCAFAT BN G-
woO kéyl ddyin ni de wénjian.

wo kéyl bd nide wénjian dayin hao.

N = N =

O. We are going to move (our home) to Beijing.

S-AV-V-0 AN HAEBAH.
1 sentence NSRS EE o
woOmen hui banjia dao Béijing.
women hui ba jia ban dao Bé&ijing.

N = N =

Time phrases may placed between the subject and 3 or before the subject.
If a person had checked out a book from the library, they could use the sentences
below to express that they had returned a certain book last Monday.

P. I returned that book last Monday.

S—time-V-0 K ENEI—Ik T IAA,
I sentence EANEH—RIEAAR L T .
1 sentence T EANEIIEAFTIL T .

woO shangge xingqiyl huan le na bén shi.
shanggé xingqiyl wO bd na bén shii huéan le.
3. wo shangge xingqiyl bd na bén shii huéan le.
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Negative Statements
The negative form of a #% sentence is made by placing 7% (méi) or ¥ (méi you)
directly before f with nothing in between.

Q. I didn’t bring blueprints.

S-V-0 e ()R B
% sentence Tk BT ER R
wo méi (you) dailai le shejita.

wo méi(you) bd sh¢jita dai lai.

N = N =

When auxiliary verbs are used in % sentences, to express an unwillingness to do
something or express that a supposition is not true, A~ is placed directly after the
auxiliary verb and before % with nothing in between.

R. I can’t print your file.

S—-AV-V-0 IRAGEFTERAY A

% sentence PASBEAOAR I STAFFT EP &
wo bu néng dayin ni de wénjian.

w0 bu néng ba ni de wénjian dayin hao.

N = N =

Questions
% (ma) or %5 (méi you) may be used to form “yes — no” questions.

S. Have you finished yesterday’s homework?

S-V-0 PRAGSE T HE RIS 2
S-V-0 PRAE T HERIIVENL A ? o

it sentence  ARICWER VML A S 11 2
{tsentence  PRICWERHIMEMLARSE T ?
ni zuo wan le zuétian de zuoyeé ma?

ni zud wan le zuotian de zuoye méi you?
ni ba zudtian de zuoye zuo wanle ma? .

el o i

ni ba zudtian de zuoye zud wan le méi you? .
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There are three ways to answer ' (ma) and %3 (méi you) questions negatively:

s ] EBH EEAHE
méi you hai méi you hai méi you ne
no not yet not yet

To answer " (ma) and % (méi you) questions affirmatively you can repeat the
verb and the compliment of result as well as the particle T (le).

verb verb compliment ~ completed action
of results particle
i 5 T
Zuo wan le

To answer " (ma) questions affirmatively, you may also answer X} (dui).
Questions that use ¥ (méi you) may not be answered with X} (dui).

In all the example questions below, " (ma) may be used to replace % (méi you)
and visa-versa. However, only the "% (ma) questions may be answered with X} (dui).

T. (1,2) Have you brought the blueprints? (3) Has anyone brought the blueprints?

S-V-0 Rk T ek EWAA ?

& sentence  YRIC TR TWA?
i sentence AN EAR TR ?
ni dailai le shé¢jitt méi you?

ni bd shejita dailai méi you?

you rén ba shejitd dailai le méi you?

el

affirmative answer: T & | (dai lai le)

U. Have you written down my phone number?

S-V-0 PRI T TR T B T 2
sentence KA TAY L IE S IC T A T2
ni ji xialai wode dianhua haoma le ma?

ni ba wode dianhua haoma ji xialai le ma?

N = N =

affirmative answer: iﬂ?ﬂ%?(ji xia laile) / Xt (dui)
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V. (1,2) Did you throw away those newspapers? (3) Who threw away the newspapers?

$-V-0 PRt 1 IS Se4R 4R A 2

o sentence  YRICHFLEHR AN I3 T A ?
% sentence YEFE TP LR 405451 T 2

ni réngdiao le na xi€ baozhi méi you?

ni ba naxié baozhi réngdiao le méi you?
shéi ba na xi€ baozhi réngdiao le?

el A

(questions 1,2) affirmative answer: $/5#4 ] (réng dido le)

answer to EEABLAR AT T

(question 3): baba bd naxi€ baozhi réng diao le.
Father threw away the newspapers.

answer to AFNIE

(question 3): wo bu zhidao.

I don’t know.

W. Did Father break the umbrella?

S-V-0 BEFT F2
e sentence T EUI AR SRIN T2
baba nong huai le yusin ma?

baba ba ylusan nong huai le ma?

N = N =

affirmative answer: 7¢38 [ (nong huai le) / X (dui)

X. Did you return the book you borrowed last time?

S-V-0 LT ERAE IS A T E A ?

ft sentence PRI EIRAE A A IR T %A ?

ni huan le shangci ji¢ de na bén shi méi you? .
ni ba shangci ji¢ de na bén shii huan le méi you?

N = N =

affirmative answer: ¥ | (huén le)
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Y. Did you get the camera out?

S-V-0 PREEHIR T UL 2
# sentence PRI R T2

ni na chu lai le zhao xiang jT ma?

N = N =

ni ba zhao xiang jT1 na cht lai le ma?
affirmative answer: £ H 2K T (nd chii lai le) / X (dui)

Z.. Did you get the camera out of the car?

S-V-0 IR HLZ HOR AL T304 2

S-V-0 PR L= R T OB BAT ?

{6 sentence  PRATIAINLAN G R TWA?

ni cong ché Ii na chiilai zhao xiang j1 le méi you?
ni cong ché Ii nachilai le zhao xiang jT méi you?
ni ba zhao xiang jT cong ché Ii na chi lai le méi you?

el R o

affirmative answer: 2= 2K T (n4 chil 14i le)

AL RIS b ? Have you put the battery in?

ni ba dianchi zhuang shang le ma?

affirmative answer: 2% [~ T (zhuang shang le) / *J (dui)

B1. /RIEAEM A e T %A ? Have you finished your homework?
ni ba zuodye zuod wan le méi you?

affirmative answer: fi{{5¢ 1 (zud wan le)

C1. PR R A I T e, 2 Have you finished cooking dinner?

ni bd winfan zuo hdo le ma?

affirmative answer: il 7 (zuo hdo le) / X (dui)
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D1 JRIEAT B HERRUf T ?  Have you packed your bags?
ni ba xingli zhunbéi hdo le méi you?
affirmative answer: #2541 7 (zhtin béi hio le)

EL 1. URAUE R4S B 7?2 20 ARA0HE ik 2 TR ?

Have you plugged it in?

1.ni ba chatéu cha shang le ma?
2.ni ba chatéu chajinqu le méi you?

affirmative answers: 1 _4g_|- T (cha shangle) / X (dui)
2. $idE 2 T (cha jin qu le)

F1. VREZE A LA Sk Ak 25 T ? Did you plug in the laptop?
ni ba bijibén dianndo chatéu chajinqu le méi you?
affirmative answer: ffi0F 2 1 (cha jin qu le)

In the sentence below the speaker is talking to a person who has just returned from the
post office. The speaker knows that the listener has gone to the post office and was
expecting to receive a parcel in the mail.

G1. R ] ok T 0 2 Did you pick up the package?
ni ba baogud qu hui laile ma?

affirmative answer: BUFI2K T (qii hui 1ai le) / X} (dui)

HL. R E R A THRA? Did you mail the letter?

ni ba xin fa cht qule méi you?

affirmative answer: &t 2% T (fa chii qu le)

. VRIS IR A 2 T A ?  Did you send the email?

ni ba dian zi you jian fa chiiqu le méi you?
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affirmative answer: & H 2% T (fa chii qu le)

In the question below, the speaker is making sure the listener put something “in” some
place. For instance, if two people were in the process of leaving a travel agency and
the speaker wanted to make sure that the listener had not forgotten to put the airline
tickets in her purse or bag, the sentence below would be used.

L ARIEHLE RO £ T RA? Did you put the tickets away?
ni bd jipiao fang jin qu le méiyou?
affirmative answer:  Ji{idF 2= | (fang jin qu le)

In questions that use auxiliary verbs, "5 is used (%7 cannot be used). In these
sentences the questions concern the auxiliary verbs being used, not the actions. For
instance, to say “Did he take his book bag yesterday?” either "% (ma) or % (méi
yoOu) are correct because the question concerns the the action of taking the bookbag.
[MWE R T BAKA ? (ta zuodtian na le shilbao méiyou?) and fblE RS T4

N ? (ta zudtian na le shiibao ma?)] However, % (méi you) could not be used to ask
“Was it necessary for him to take his book bag?” because the question concerns the
necessity of taking the book bag, not the action of taking the bookbag. [/l K 2445
Z 1N ? (ta zudtian bixil na shilbbao ma?)]

Questions with auxiliary verbs may be answered affirmatively by repeating the
auxiliary verb or saying ¥ (dui).

To answer questions with auxiliary verbs negatively, use A4~ (bu) and then the
auxiliary verb.

K1. Should I wear a raincoat?

SCAV-V-0  FRMAZGAING?
I sentence AV Z I A 5 2
w0 yinggai chuan yuyl ma?

w0 yinggai ba yuyl chuan shang ma?

N = N =

affirmative answer: V1% (yIng gai) / X (dui)
negative answer: ANW.1% (bu yIng gai)

L1. Are you going to throw away those newspapers?

l.  S-AV-V-0 fp&¥itfiLbfRyging ?
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2. ! sentence PRI LEHR A0 45 2
1. ni hui réngdido na xié baozhi ma?

2. ni hui ba naxi€¢ baozhi réng diao ma?
affirmative answer: 2 (hui) / % (dui)

negative answer: /N2 (bl hui)

M1. Do I need to move those books?

S-AV-V-0 WAL IX L5 2
I sentence TR I I B P e 2
wO bixt ban zOou zhé xié shii ma?

woO bixu ba zhé xié shi ban zOu ma?

N = N =

affirmative answer: 2421 (bi x@) / X (dui)
negative answer: AN (bu bi)

N1. Would you like to redecorate your apartment?
S-AV-V-0  fRAEURAE DT ?
it sentence RAEIE 5 7 — Fg?

ni xiang zhuangxit fangzi ma?

N = N =

ni xiang ba fangzi zhuangxiiu yixia ma?

affirmative answer: 8 (xidng) / X (dui)
negative answer: NAE (b xidng)

O1. Can you repair my computer?

S-AV-V-0 {REEMEHAIH NS ?
S-AV-V-0 fRAEEMEFLH M LN ?

12 sentence PR A T T H i 48 -1 2
18 sentence PRAESE I HEL A S Gy 1 2
ni néng xidl wo de dianndo ma?

ni néng xitali wo de dianndo ma?

ni néng ba wo de dianndo xit hao ma?
ni néng ba wo de dianndo xiuli hao ma?

el A S o

affirmative answer: B¢ (néng) / X7 (dui)
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negative answer: NGE (bt néng)

P1. Can you print my file?

S-AV-V-0 fxuf LT B R SCfEng ?

# sentence PRAT DA R 1) SCAFFT B e 2
ni kéyi dayin wo de wénjian ma?

ni kéyi ba wo de wénjian dayin hao ma?

N = N =

affirmative answer: 1] LA (k& yi) (most common) / X (dui)
negative answer: ANHJ L (bu k& yi) / AT (bu xing)

Commands and Requests
(that begin with %)

In spoken Chinese it is not uncommon to hear a sentence begin with #%. When
making commands, such as “close the door”, and it is obvious who the speaker is
talking to, then the subject is implied, not stated. If there were a group of people and
the speaker wanted to single out one person, then a subject would be used. For
instance, in the example below, if someone were requesting the listener to take their
cell phone out of their purse or pocket, they would use the following sentence pattern.

Get your cell phone out (of your purse, bag or pocket).

Predicate

. . +
Subject it Object Verb other elements
doer of the action & receiver of the action the action comlzélsrllllletnt of
(implied not spoken) ! Tl = ok
ba shou ji na chii 1ai
ba cell phone fetch take out

In the examples below, if the speaker wanted to say “hurry up”, they would begin the
sentence with i (kuai) (quickly).

Quickly! get your cell phone out (of your purse, bag or pocket).

i Object Predicate Verb + other elements
17 i THL = tisk
kuai ba shou j1 na chii lai
quickly ba cell phone fetch take out
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If the speaker wanted to say “please”, they would begin the sentence with 1% (qing)
(please).

it Object Predicate Verb + other elements
T i THL & tiok
qing ba shou j1 na chi lai
please ba cell phone fetch take out

If the speaker wanted to say “please help me (do something) ”, they would begin the
sentence with 157 (qing bang wo). In Chinese, the word “help” can be used to
mean that two people do something together, or that someone is doing something
“for” someone. The following sentence can mean either, “Please help me erase the
blackboard.” (Both the speaker and the listener are erasing the blackboard) or “Please
erase the blackboard for me.” (The listener is erasing the blackboard alone.)

it Object Predicate Verb (duplicated)
i 7 3k, i HER B
qing bang wo  ba héi ban caca
please helpme  bi blackboard clean / wipe

% (ca) means “to wipe” and is used to express “to wipe something to clean it”. In the
sentences below, ## (ca ca) or ##—4% (ca yi ca) may be used. 1 (si0) means “to
sweep” , in the last sentence below ¥1—¥7 (sdo yi sd0) could also be used.

1. JE R 3, ba zhuozi ca ca. Wipe off the table.
Clean off the table.

2. fE M ba lian cayica, Dry your face.

3. Ok I e, ba boli ca ca. Clean the window.

4. U ba di cayica. Mop the floor.
5. 4 PR bR AR, bi heibin ca ca. Erase the blackboard.

6. L FIF.

ba di sdo sao.

Sweep the floor.

F7FF (da kai) is used to express both “turn on” as well as “open” ; 5<_I* (guan shang)
is used to express both “turn off”” as well as “close”.

7. fEFWFTIF. ba kongtido di kai. Turn the air
conditioner on.
8. =YX k.  ba kongtido guan shang. Turn the air

conditioner off.

Q¢

9. HE I b
10. 8% k. b

chuang hu da kai. Open the window.

Close the window.

Q¢

chuang hu guan shang,
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These nouns could be used to replace any of the things in the sentences above:

FE AR dian shi television #'H huzhao passport

1] mén the door ¥ xiangzi box, suitcase
FHl shou ji cell phone <) déeng light, lamp
3 kong tido  air conditioner i  dianndo computer

Ff5 (guan diao) may be also used to express “turn off” when talking about things
that are electric.

11, FE 51 e ba kong tido guan dido. Turn  the  air
conditioner off.

In the sentences above, for the things that are physically closed (not electric), such as
doors and windows, ¥ U (méi guan hio) would be used to express that something
was closed well. For instance, if someone was getting out of a car and the door wasn’t
closed well, the driver would say ¥ K4 (méi guan hio).

In the above example, it is assumed that the window opens on hinges, like a door.
When talking about opening or closing things that slide, such as curtains or windows
that slide, the verb “pull” [ (13)] is used, as in the examples below.

12. & A5 H . ba chuang lidn 13 kai. Open the curtains.
13. 8% fiiHz . ba chuang lian 1a shang. Close the curtains.
14 8% P HrJF.  ba chuang hu 13 kai. Open the window.
15. #8% F'$7 . ba chuang hu 13 shang. Close the window.
16. {8 f 547 . bd lalian 1a shang Zip up your jacket.

$TJF (da kai) is used when saying “open your book” ; &= (hé shang) is used to
express “close your book™. This is also true for telling someone to close a magazine
[Z4& (z4 zhi)] or a notebook [Z£ 10 A (b ji bén)].

17. BRI TF bi nide shii dikaio  Open your book.
18. AR & L. bi nide shii hé shang Close your book.

To say “put on clothes”, % _I- (chuan shang) is used. For instance, if a children were

leaving for school, and their mother told them put on their coats [#MK (wai y1)]; she
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would say “F4hA< % - (bd waiyT chudn shang)”. If it is clear what item of clothing
the speaker is referring to, any article of clothing may be referred to as “clothes” [4K
A (yifr)]. To say “take off” an article of clothing, i T >K (tud xia 14i) is used. In the
sentences below, ¥R ] (ni de) is optional.

19. AR ZE L bd (ni de) yifu chuan shang.
20, HEIRIDACHR I R 2K ba (ni de) yifu tud xia lai.
21, AR L. ba (ni de) xié chuan shang.
22, ERI)EEN K ba (ni de) xié¢ tud xia lai.

19. Put on your (an article of clothing that is clear to the listener).
20. Take off your (an article of clothing that is clear to the listener).
21. Put on your shoes.

22. Take off your shoes.

%74 (chuan hio) may be used to tell someone to “put on” an article of clothing or to
tell someone to “fix” something that is wrong. For instance, a parent could use the
sentence below to tell a child to zip up the jacket they are wearing or to tell the child
to put on their jacket.

23, RN U o ba yifu chuan hio.

When expressing “putting on” [%_I= (chuan shang)] or “wearing” [%# (chuan zhe)]
articles of clothing, % (chuan) is not used for everything one can wear. For wearing
some things, such as hats, glasses, and gloves; 3% (dai) is used. When referring to
items that are worn, but are tied, for example a necktie, ¥ (dai) or & (ji) may used. If
someone wanted to tell a person wearing a tie that it wasn’t tied well, they would say,
B AL (méi ji hio) or ¥ #4f (méi dai hio) which means “your tie isn’t straight”. i
(zhai) is used to express “taking off” when taking off things that use 5 (dai) or & (ji)
to express “putting on”.

24, IR BT L Put on your glasses. ~ ba ydnjing dai shang.
25. AR B4 B ok . Take off your glasses. bad yanjing zhai xia lai.

In the sentences above, HR %% (yan jing) could be replaced by any one of the articles
listed below.

FE shou tao gloves *Eiy  yao dai *belt
Tk xiang lian  necklace *FH 1M1 wéijin *neck scarf
HIA ¢r huan ear rings *Aiay  ling dai *necktie
g 1 mao zi hat / cap
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*To say “put on” or “to wear” a necktie, neck scarf or belt; & (ji) or # (dai) may be
used. To say “take off “ a belt, fi# T (ji¢ kai) is used.

In the sentences below, = (shang) and 4 (hiio) are compliments of results. In the
contexts below, I (shang) is only used to express “put on”, but 4 (hdo) may be used
for expressing “put on” as well as expressing “to adjust”. For example, the first
sentence means “put on a tie”. The second sentence below could mean “put on a tie”
or “straighten your tie”.

26. {08 & b Put on a tie. ba lingdai ji shang.

27. U R U . Put on a tie. ba lingdai ji hio.
Straighten you tie.

28, AT R b Tie your shoes. ba xié dai ji shang.

20. FEEENY R AT o Tie your shoes. ba xié dai ji hdo.

Re-tie you shoe laces.
30. {4y & . Fasten your seatbelt.

31. {4y &R Uf . Fasten your seatbelt.
Adjust your seatbelt.

)
o
¢

anquan dai ji shang.
anquan dai ji hdo.

o
¢

32. fiar &R b Tie that rope. ba shéng zi ji shang.
33. {481 R UT Tie that rope. ba shéng zi ji hao.

Re-tie that rope.

Remember, that the context of the sentence is important when using # (zhe) in #%(ba)
sentences. (refer to the explanation at the beginning of this unit.)

Sentences 34 — 37 all mean “Take your passport.”

34, P ATE . ba huzhao dai zhe.
35. P HREFE . ba huzhdo na zhe.
36. AT . ba huzhao dai shang.
37. 8P M= . ba huzhao né shang.

In the sentences below, 77 (dai) or = (n4) could be used.

38. JERy<Pir . Takeanumbrella.  bd ylsidn dai shang.
39. fEAENLZE L. Take a camera. ba xiangji nd shang.

¢

40. Take the books you checked out from the library last week.

40. AR EAEIENHE L. bd ni shang gé xingqi
jie de shii na shang.
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J8kf (fang hdo) means to “put something away” in its proper place. For example, if
two were leaving an embassy, the speaker might remind the listener to put their
passport in their bag so that it wouldn’t fall out of a pocket or get misplaced. At home,
JBUF (fang hdo) could be used to tell children to put away their toys.

41. P REHLE.  Put your passport away. ba huzhao fanghdao.

The sentences below would be used to tell another person to clean up a messy area by
putting things away. For instance, if someone’s desk is messy, or if a teacher tells a
class of students to clean off their desks in preparation for a test.

42. T RIGRGE K. Put your things away. bad dongxi shou gi lai.
43. ERVGBGE K. Put your things away. bd dongxi fang qi lai.

If the speaker is telling the listener to put something in a place that is higher up than
the speaker Jit_I- 2% (fang shang qu) is used. For instance, if a person had just boarded
a plane or train, an attendant would use the sentence below to tell the passenger to put
their luggage in the overhead luggage rack or storage compartment. This phrase could
also be used to tell someone to put a box on a shelf (that is higher up than the speaker).
i1 (xiang zi) is used to refer to many kinds of relatively large boxes such as,
cardboard boxes, trunks and suitcases.

44, R T FJ:,  Put the box up bi xiangzi fang shang qu.

there.

45. A TR EZ,  Put you luggage ba xingli fang shang qu.
up there.

To tell someone to put something “here” or “there” the following sentences are used.

46. HOFETIRAEIX )L, Put the suitcase(s) b3 xiangzi fang zai zhér.

over here.

47. HFETHAEA L. Put the suitcase(s) bad xiangzi fang zai nar.

over there.

# T (hézi) is used to refer to many kinds of relatively small boxes such as shoe boxes
and boxes that small merchandise comes in.

48. Put the box in the drawer.
48. A E T RO EE . bd na gé hézi fangjin chouti li.
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The sentence below is used to tell someone to take something out of something (a bag,
a pocket, a suitcase, a car). &£ is usually for something small that can be moved using
one hand. When larger things are being moved, such as moving a sofa out of a room,
# (ban) is used.

49.  JEAHVLEEH K, Get out the camera.  bd xiangj1 na chi 1ai.
50. VbR k. Bring the sofa out. ba shafa ban chu lai.

(of a room / a house)
51. Bring the sofa out of the living room.
51. B K MR T K. bd shafa cong kéting ban chil lai.
52. Hang up (an article of clothing).

52. 4R F ba yifii gua shang.

53. Hang up that picture on the wall.

53. 4 EELER ba hua gua zai qidng shang.

54. Put a battery in (something).

54, f{UHEhAE L. b dianchi zhuang shang.

55. 11— . Close the door. ba mén guan yixia.
56. Wash this article of clothing.

56. XA RYE—F.  bd zhéjian yifu xi yixid.

57. Wash these clothes.

57. X LERARYE—F . bd zhé xie yifu xi yixid.

58. Preview today’s new words (Go over the words we will study in today’s lesson.)
58. AR IAIA TS — F.  ba jintian de shéngei yuxi yixido
59. Review yesterday’s grammar.

59. EHERIIELER I — T bd zuotian de yufd fuxi yixid.
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60. Clean up this room.
60. 85 A FE — T o bd fang jian shoushi yixia.

To Give Something to Someone
In Mandarin SVO sentences that use %5 (géi) to express “giving” something to
someone, it is possible to have two objects. In English sentences, prepositional
phrases that have indirect objects are used to accomplish the same thing. For instance,
in the sentence, “Anna gave that sweater to me.”, the direct object is the word
“sweater” because it receives the action of the verb, and the word “me” (in the
prepositional phrase “to me”) is the indirect object which represents the secondary
goal of the action of the verb. In the sentences below, “object 2 would be indirect
objects in English sentences. In first example below, it is clear who is being spoken to,
so the implied subject, ¥/% (ni), does not need to be spoken. In the second example, the
subject is Anna.
Give your plane ticket and passport to me.

i object 1 % object 2
i BLEE R ) E59
ba jipiao hé huzhao g¢i wo

Anna, give your plane ticket and passport to her.

subject i object 1 o object 2
22 it BLEE I a4 il
an na ba Jjipiao hé huzhao gei ta

In sentences that show intention or completed actions, an auxiliary verb is needed to
show intention (example sentence 1 below) or the particle | (le) would be used to
show that the action had been completed (example sentences 2 and 3 below).

(1) I will give this red sweater to a friend.

subject auxiliary verb " object % object
E29 ES i XA B a4 A
wo hui ba zhe jian hong méaoyi g¢i péng you

(2) Anna gave that sweater to her boyfriend.

subject 3¢ object % object particle
Y i PIISESAEY (3 ) it F) 55 A T
anna ba najianmaoyl géi  ta de nan péngyou le

(3) Anna gave that sweater to her boyfriend.

subject object 45  particle object
L i ML B a@ T Py 55 A
anna  ba najian maoyl  géi le ta de nan péngyou
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L AR A 23K Give that book tome. ~ ba na bén shii géi wo.

2. FEAEML 4 3, . Give me your homework.  ba zuoyé géi wo.
3. JENLEEA TR Give me your plane ticket.  ba jipiao géi wo

4. Give the teacher the homework notebooks.

4. AR A LS ZZ N ba zuoyebén géi laoshis

5. Give that gift to mother.

5. IREAL D 4 1 b bi na jian liwl g& mama.
6. Give that dictionary to Anna.

6. A ] L2522 bi na bén cididn g& anna.

These examples show the use of (7, 10) auxiliary verbs and (8,9,11,12) the particle
T (le) in 3 (bd) sentences that use 45 (gé&i).

7. TSI MA WM.  wo huibdna jian liwd g&i mama.
8. IRIEIEALYS T84,  wo b najian liwu géi le mama.
9. FACIAEALMA LIS T . wobd najian liwi gé&i mama le.
7. I will give that picture to Mom.

I gave that picture to Mom.
9. I gave that picture to Mom.

>

10. RAEIAIE MLL220F.  wo hul bi na bén cidiin géi anna.
11, RIEHABAT 45 T2 8F.  wo bd na bén cididn géile anna.
12, RICHAF ML 2T .  wo bd nabén cididn gé&i anna le.

10. I will give that dictionary to Anna.
11. I gave that dictionary to Anna.
12. I gave that dictionary to Anna.

Using verbs with “compliments of results” in 3 (b#) sentences
First, we will review how to use %5(géi), as a compliment of results, in sentences that
do not use I (bd). When using a verb followed by the compliment of results, 25 (g&i),
it is possible to have two objects and not use a % sentence. %5 (g&i) is used as a

“compliment of results” to express that the verb has resulted “giving” something to a
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second party. No characters may go between a verb and its compliment of results.

He handed a letter to me.

subject  predicate compliment of  object object particle
verb results 1 2
fi 5 % T
ta jiao g¢i w0  yiféng xin leo
He to hand to result in giving I one letter  (completed
something action)
to someone

To say the same thing, using a % (bd) sentence, —¥{5 (yi féng xin) cannot be used
because it is not specific. Also, it would be incorrect to say A8 H &f 15 25 3k
T . (ta jido na feng xin gé&i wo le. ) because the compliment of results, 45 (géi),
must go immediately after the verb 4¢ (jiao).

He handed that letter to me.

subject &  object 1 predicate compliment object 2 particle

verb of result
ik 48 FEME AL % & T
ta bd na feng xin jiao géi woO leo
He ba that letter to hand to result in I (completed
something giving action)
to someone

Example Sentences
TR RRAT 4 22T
FIIRBACIX IR LA 4 20
FAEA, RBUREIX BHE A 45 FH] o
H A HAIHLIA 15 IRBEIC ORI BEATHILAE 45 B 2
FIFTHT HACHIE R 25 45 b R A
RBR, ST 4T

AR St

gqing ba zhe¢ zhang bido jiao gé¢i Wang ldoshi,

w0 mingtian jiu ba zhe zhang bido jiao g€ Wang laoshi,

Wang xianshéng, mafan ni ba zh¢ féngxin jiao géi Lili,

wo de zhaoxiangji huai le, ni néng ba ni de zhaoxiangjti ji¢ géi

b=

wO ma?
5. Lili dasuan bad mingxinpian ji géi ta de péngyou.
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6. mafan ni, bid mianbao di géi wo.

Please give this form to the teacher.

I will give the Teacher Wang the form tomorrow.

Mr. Wang, can I trouble you to give this letter to Lili?
My camera is broken, can you lend me yours?

Lili plans to mail this postcard to her friend.

Could I trouble you to pass the bread?

S e

Sentences that must use ¢ (b)
In sentences with two objects and the verb compliment of results is 7£(zai), £(dao),
or J#(chéng) it is necessary to use a f" (bid) sentence because the compliment of
results must directly follow the verb with nothing between them.

The compliment of results £F(zai) is used to express that a person or thing has reached

or will reamain at a certain place - by the action of the verb. If a speaker were looking

at a bookshelf full of books and told the listener to put one specific book on the table,

the example sentence below would be used. It would be incorrect to say — (/%) B A<

PAES T . ([ni] fang na bén shii zai zhuozi shang. ) because the compliment of
results, 7F (zai), must immediately follow the verb Ji (fang). Furthermore, in a #* (bi)
sentence, —A~15 (yi bén shii) could not be used because it is not specific.

Put that book on the table.

2  object1 predicate compliment of object 2
verb result
G (¥ N Ji 1 mr b
ba nabén shii fang zai zhuozi shang.
ba  that book put to result in being on the table
at a place

Little Wang, put that book on the table.

subject i object1  predicate compliment of object 2
verb result
NE CIUR (% J 1E LS o
Xido Wang  ba  nabén shu fang zai zhuozi shang.
Little Wang  ba  that book put to result in being on the table
at a place

Example Sentences

PR (S PEE Y CER PP S ol
2. MCIEENHEEAETIANA T .
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A AT
FAFUAL R IR SR AT BT,
At FAT AR I T .
NUHE R AR 5514 T
fbAEIBENGAES B L T
JEAAEHRBCAERR L ?

NN R W

ba shi bdi zai shi jia shang,

ta ba tongzhi gua zai mén wai bian le.

ba na huaping fang zai zhuodzi shang.

lili ba ta de dianhua haomd xi€ zai bénzi shang le.
w0 ba zixingché fang zai loéuxia de chépéngli le.
xid0 ming ba naozhong fang zai chuing pang bian le.
ta ba youpiao ti€ zai xinfeng le.

bad na huaping fang zai nar?

® =N kW=

Arrange the books (properly) in the bookcase.

He hung a notice on the outside of the door.

Put the vase on the table.

Lili wrote his phone number in her notebook.

I put (my,the) bicycle down in the covered bicycle parking area.
Little Ming put his alarm clock next to his bed.

He put the stamp on the envelope.

Where do I put this vase of flowers? .

NN R WD =

The compliment of results £ (dao) is used to express that the action of the verb has
resulted in a person or thing reaching a certain place, achieveing a goal or an action
continuing until a certain time. If a speaker told a listener to take a form to the office,
the example sentences below could be used.

Take this form to the office.

i object 1 predicate compliment of object 2
verb result
i Xk % F| VYN
bd  zhe zhang bido song dao ban gong shi.
ba this form deliver arrive at office
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Please take this form to the office for me.

B object 1 predicate compliment object 2

verb of result
LRES i XK % ) NN
qing bang wo  ba zh¢ zhang bido song dao ban gong shi.
Please help me bd this form deliver arrive at office

Example Sentences
PIEBALRKIRLIR B Ip 2 =
Wt IR B LI T
FACFEIFRIRTIA T .
PRI S, UR TP

b=

w0 haiméi bd zhe zhang bido song dao bangongshi.
mama ba hdizi song dao youéryuan le.

woO bd giché kaidao da mén kou le,

xuéshéng yao kai wanhui, bd zhuozi ban dao jidoshi li.

el

I haven’t taken the form to the office yet.

Mother took her child to kindergarten.

He drove the car to the main gate.

The students are going to have a party, move the tables into the classroom.

P

The compliment of results % (chéng) is used to express that a person or thing has
been changed into something of another kind by the action of the verb.

He exchanged American dollars for Chinese renminbi (yuan).

subject {8 object 1 predicate  compliment object 2 particle
verb of result
fik 48 e #e & NV T
ta ba méiyuan huan chéng rén min bi leo
He ba American exhange  changed into Chinese  (completed
dollars currency action)

Example Sentences
PR AEH PR S 1 e T e 2
b= HAN T
G IE KA T 3R 5
BEARNHEARAL AL T

AW N =
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5. IREEIEE BRI 7

I. ni néng bang wO bd zhé pian wénzhang
fanyi chéng yingyi ma?

ta bd wo dang chéng ribén rén le.
mama ba dayi gaichéng le jidke.
moshusht ba zhi bian chéng hua le.

ni néng ba ta fanyi chéng yingyu ma?

NN

Can you help me translate this article into English?
He thought I was Japanese.

Mom changed the coat into a jacket.

The magician turned paper into flowers.

Can you translate it into English?

M

If a beginner student were learning to write Chinese characters and wanted to write
the word “cow” [4}* (ni(1)] but mistakenly wrote the character used in “afternoon”
[ F4F(xia wit)] then the following sentence would be used.

6. You wrote “/}*” incorrectly and actually wrote “/[-”.
6. R “H= Bk “4 T ni bd “ni0” xi€ chéng “wu” le.

If a beginner student were learning to speak Chinese wanted to say the word “some”
[£5 (xi€)] but mistakenly said “shoe” [#E (xié)] then the following sentence would be
used.

7. You wanted to say “some” by you actually said “shoe”.
T AR e PR T R, ni bid “xie” shud chéng le “xié”,

In the sentence below, the person who answered the phone did not understand the
person who made the call. The person making the call said “10” but the person who
answered the phone thought the caller said “4”.

8. The person who answered the phone thought he/she heard “4” but I said “10”.

8. LI NAL <A Wk <P T

jie dian hua de rén bd “shi” ting chéng “si” le,

In the sentence below, the person speaking has been mistaken for another person
called Teacher Wang.
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9. He mistook me for Teacher Wang.
9. ATIRE L EZI T . ta ba wo kan chéng Wang ldoshi le.

Note: Notice that it does not change the meaning of the sentences if | (le) is placed
after the verb or at the end of the sentences in these cases.

Compound Compliment of Direction used in 3% Sentences
A 1 (bd) sentence must be used when the sentences has two objects and the predicate
verb has a compound directional compliment with an object of place. Remember that,
in a sentences with a compound compliment of direction with an object is a location,
the object must placed directly before 2% (qu) or >k (14i). For example:

This table only shows the parts of speech for example sentences 1 and 2 below so it
will be easier to understand the explanations. These are not sentences.

compound

object 1 predicate compliment of obj ec.t 2
verb direction location

(not a sentence) 1. FREAK 1% [ 2 XK
(notasentence) 2. Pi[a]ZE T HEk INAE

In both sentences below, notice that their second objects are locations and are placed
between the two characters of the compound compliment of directions.

Lo BB AGERIHK L T .
2. AU RFEAEAERT .

I. wo ba wo de péngyou song hui jia qu le.
2. laobdn ba xin tongshi dai jin bangdngshi lai le.

1. I took my friend home.
2 The boss brought the new co-worker into the office.
kK come up

In the first sentence, the speaker is in a higher place than Little Wang, perhaps Little
Wang has just come up a flight of stairs. In the second sentence, the speaker is on the
top of the mountain and Little Wang has come up the mountain carrying food and
water. The word “4T. (kang)” indicates that the things he carried were carried on his
shoulder(s).

Lo ANESKE AT R T
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2. NEFKME AT LR T

1. Xido Wang ba shui hé shipin dou kang shang lai le.
2. Xido Wang ba shui hé shipin dou kang shang shan lai le.

—

Little Wang brought the water and food up.
Little Wang brought the water and food up here to the top (of the mountain).

+% goup
In sentence 2, the child is not as tall as the car so he must throw the ball up when
throwing it onto the top of the car.

»

[
.

NZAEERY BT

20 NI EEET

1. xidohai bd qit réng shang qu le.

2. xidohai bd qiti réng shang ché qu le.

—

The child threw the ball up.
The child threw the ball up onto the top of the car.

»

Tk come down

In these sentences, the speaker is on a floor that is lower than the person who carried
the patient (or sick person). Using 3K (lai) indicates that the patient was carried
toward the speaker. Using I (xia) indicates that the patient was carried down from a
higher place. “7¥ (béi)” indicates the patient (or sick person) was carried on
someone’s back. For instance, if someone had broken their ankle and someone carried
them “horse-style”.

L AR AT FR T .
2. ARITIWAT FHK T

1. ta ba bingrén bé&i xia laile.

2. ta bd bingrén béi xia lou lai le.

1. He carried the patient down. (on his back)

2. He came downstairs with the patient (on his back).
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T2 godown

In these sentences, the speaker was part of the group of people that moved some
books. For example, the books are now in a classroom on the first floor and the
speaker is on the second floor.

Lo BAHEHEH T .
2. BAHCHR MR T

I. women bd shii ban xia qu le.
2. women ba shii ban xia léu qu le.

We took the books down.
We took the books downstairs.

#K come in
In these sentences, the compliment, >k (l4i), indicates that the action is coming toward

the speaker. In this case, the speaker is inside the bedroom. The word “#l (bao)” is
used when carrying something in your arms, the way a baby would be carried.

Lo AbFE Ntk T .
2. At MR EOR T

N —

1. ta ba xido géu bao jin lai le.

2. ta ba xido géu bao jin woshi lai le.
1. She carried the dog in.
2. She carried the dog into the bedroom.

#HE goin
In these sentences, /5 (fang) can mean a house, apartment or a room. Using 2 (qu),

indicates the action is moving away from the speaker. In this case, the speaker is
outside the room, house or apartment and the things were moved in.

Lo BAHEAV At 25 T .
2. BAHEAVG AT P52 T .

1. women bid dongxi dou ban jin qu le.
2. woOmen bd dongxi dou ban jin xin fang qu le.

1. We took everything in.
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2. We took everything into the new room (or home).

[E]5R return, come

In these sentences, #% (ji€) means that mother has picked up the child, /N (Xido
Ming) and returned to their home. For instance, if the mother had gone to the child’s
school to bring him/her home from school. The compliment, 3K (14i), indicates the
action is moving toward the speaker. In this case, the speaker is inside the home.

Lo i3t/ N mbk 1.

20 UIIE/ NIRRT .

l. mama ba Xido Ming ji€é hui lai le.

2. mama ba Xido Ming ji¢ hui jia lai le.

Mother brought Xido Ming back.
Mother brought Xido Ming back home.

N —

[F]% return, go

In these sentences, #% (ji€) means that mother has picked up the child, /N (Xido
Ming). The compliment, % (qu), indicates that the action is moving away from the
speaker. In this case, the speaker is at the place where the mother picked up /)i
(Xido Ming) and both the mother and child have gone away from the place the
speaker is. For instance, if a child at school asked a teacher where Xido Ming is, a
teacher could use the second sentences below to express that Xiao Ming’s mother had
taken him home.

NI B A NI 2 T
PN EYEE WA EE A EIE S

[
.

1. Xido Ming de mama bd Xiio Ming ji€¢ hui qule.
2. Xido Ming de mama bd Xido Ming ji€ hui jia qu le.

Xido Ming’s mother picked up Xido Ming and took him back.
Xido Ming’s mother picked up Xido Ming and took him back home.

HZ% go out

In these sentences, 47 (réng) means “to throw something away”. The compliment, 2
(qu), indicates that action is moving away from the speaker. In this case, the speaker is
in the classroom and the trash is being taken out of the classroom.

Lo REAEBRPIH 2 T .
2. RFCERIIMA=ELT .
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1. dajia bd 1ajT réng chi qu les
2. dajia ba 1aj1 réng chi jiaoshi qu le.

Eveyone took the trash out (and threw it away).
Eveyone took the trash (that was in the classroom) out (and threw it away).

N —

The sentences below would not be stated with an object of place.

H3k come out
1 B ERR T,
2. HEBAPREEERRT .

1. madli ba shi na chulaile.

2. mali bd shu cong shubaoli na chu lai le.
1. Mary got that book out.

2. Mary took that book out of her bookbag.

T2 go across

In this sentence, i (di) means “to pass, handover, give”. For instance, if a customer
were handing money to a cashier and the cashier was standing behind a counter. The
compliment,  (qu), indicates that the customer is on the same side of the counter as
the speaker and has passed the money way from the speaker to the cashier.

The customer handed the money over.
o AR ok % T . gukeé bi qian di guo qu le.

LK come across

In this sentence, " (jido) means “to call out”.[d] %% (tong xué) which means
“classmate” is sometimes used to express the word “student”. In the sentence below,
the teacher has called one of the students to come to the front of the room where the
teacher is sitting at his/her desk. The compliment, >k (l4i), indicates that the teacher
told the student to come toward him/her.

The teacher called the student over.

ZIPH— 4 Ak 7. laoshi bd yi ming tongxué jiao
guo lai le.
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#K start and continue something

The police caught the thief.

S/ MR T jingcha bi xidotou zhua qi 1ai le.
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New Words
1. 1Y
2. i
3. b NITy
4. o
3. 1/
6 ql
7. iy
8. V)|
9. Ghi
10. i
1. JpPK
12. e
13, xHH
14, PP
15, JK
16.
17. 5
18. i
19. i
20 Z
2.
22, B
23. -1
24. i
25, KT
26. i
27. HIME
28. i

# (béi) Sentences

This unit shows how use #% (béi) to make passive voice sentences.

bei

b6 zi
cha y¢
chong
chut
déng
ding
dong
gil niang
guang
kai shui
kuai

It yin j1
p1 ping
qi pian
rou
shang
shu y¢
sud
tang

1

ti¢ lu
wén zi
ydo
yuan zi
zhai
zhua zhu
zhuang

introduces the doer of an action
in a passive sentence
neck

tea leaves

to dash against with great force
blow

light

sting (by a mesquito or bee)
to move

young lady

used up, nothing left
boiling water

a piece of

cassette tape recorder
critisize

cheat, swindle

meat

to injure

leaf

to lock

to burn, to scald

kick

railway, railroad tracks
mosquito

bite

yard, courtyard

pick (flowers, fruit, etc.)
to catch, to sieze

to bump, to hit
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Comparison of Active and Passive voice

#% (béi) sentences are passive voice sentences. #% (béi) introduces the doer of an
action in a passive voice sentence. In active voice sentences, the subject is the doer of
the action. In passive voice sentences, subject is the receiver of the action. For
instance, “A thief stole my bicycle” is an active voice sentence and “My bicycle was
stolen by a thief” is a passive voice sentence.

Active voice: “A thief stole my bicycle.”

Subject Predicate Verb T Object
doer of the action the action receiver of the action
/M i T L BEATE
xifo tou tou le wo de zixingche
Thief steal completed action my bicycle

Passive voice: “My bicycle was stolen by a thief.”

Subject W Object Predicate Verb -+ other elements
(of #)
receiver of the action ¥ doer of the action the action (rule # 2 below)
A HAT4 {7 2N i T
wo de zixingcheé  beéi X140 tou tou le
My bicycle thief steal completed action

Sometimes, the object of #% (béi), the doer of the action, may be omitted. In this case,
#% (béi) goes directly before the predicate verb.

Passive voice: “My bicycle was stolen”

Subject B Predicate Verb + other elements
receiver of the action ~ fiff the action (rule # 2 below)
T BT {1 i T
woO de zixingche  béi tou
My bicycle steal completed action

Summary of rules for simple % (béi) sentences:

1. The predicate verb must be a transitive verb.

2. The predicate verb must be followed by other elements such as a compliment, |
(le) or i (guo).

3. Potential compliments, using 7 (de) cannot be placed after the predicate verb.

4. The aspect particle #5 (zhe) cannot be placed after the predicate verb.
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1. /Mgy E T The thief was caught.
2. IR AR A IR S T . That young lady was cheated.
3. PR IFT The window was blown open.

1. xido tou bei zhua zhu le.
2. nage glniang bel dipian le.
3. chuanghu béi chut kai le.

Using it (rang) and MY(jiao)

In spoken Chinese, # (béi) may be replaced by the prepositions il: (rang) or FH(jiao).
In sentences that use il: (rang) and MY(jido), instead of #% (béi); the objects of the
prepositions il: (rang) and MY(jido), which are the doers of the actions, may not be
omitted.

4. BRI T, The dictionary was bought by me.
5. BrE R EF B EAE AMEE T . The new books in the library have

all been borrowed.

4. zidian jiao wo mai lai le.
5. tushiigudn de xin shi dou rang rén ji¢ zou le

When it is not necessary or is impossible to tell the doer of the action the word A (rén)
may be used in sentences that use il: (rang), MY (jiao) or #% (béi).

6. KENBNAMBN A =L T
7. B AL LIS T
8. KNITiEABT

6. The recorder was moved to another classroom by someone.
7.  The flowers in the yard were picked by someone.

8.  The door was locked by someone.

6. luyinjTi béi rén ban dao bié de jiaoshi qu le.

7. yuanzi li de huar jiao rén zhai le.

8. damén rang rén sud le.

In sentence 3, A |] (da mén) can mean “main door” or “gate”.

=
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When time is specified in a sentence, it may go directly before or directly after the
subject.

The boy was bitten by the dog yesterday.

TBAN T3 1 WE R BT T o na gé nan haizi zuétian
beéi gou ydo shang le.
WERIEA Tt 1 o zuotian na gé nan haizi

béi gou ydo shang le.
Negative Statements
The negative form of a # (b&i) is generally formed by placing ¥ (méi) or ¥
(méi you) directly before #% (béi).

My bicycle was not stolen by a thief.

Subject Negation #w Object Predicate Verb + other
(of #) elements
recetver of the #%  doer of the action the action (rule # 2
action above)
LB B W 7N i i
wo de zixingche  méi (ydu)  béi Xido tou tou zou
My bicycle not thief steal g0

My bicycle was not stolen

Subject Negation B Predicate Verb + other elements
receiver of the action 1 the action (rule # 2 above)
LI A% B M i &
woO de zixingche méi (you)  bei tou z0u
My bicycle not steal g0

While the grammar involved in creating a negative form of a #% (béi) sentence isn’t
difficult, it is important to remember the context involved when using a negative #%
(béi) sentence. For instance, if someone should have locked the door but did not, a
speaker may say, A JBH A8 . (da mén méi béi rén sud shang. ) (The door
wasn’t locked by anyone.). However, to simply express that the door isn’t locked, X
[ THEE 4 - (da mén méi sud zhe. ) (The door isn’t locked.) would be used. If
someone should have moved the tape recorder to the classroom, but did not, then 3%
THLEA A SN2 B2 . (luyTnjT méi béi rén ban dao jidoshi Ii qii. ) (The
recorder was not taken into the classroom by anyone) would be used. However, to
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simply express that the recorder is not in the classroom, K &HHIAEH = H . (luyinjt
bu zai jiaoshi Ii) (The recorder isn’t in the classroom) would be used.

Questions
Yes / No questions may be formed by adding " (ma) or %5 (méi you) to the end of
a statement.
Was you bicycle stolen?

R BAT A i 102 ni de zixingché béi toule ma?
WETEATEY T THA?  ni de zixingche béi tou le méi you?

You may answer with a complete statement or use the following short answers.

affirmative answer:  #¢ffi 7.  béi tou les Yes, it was stolen.
negative answer: wHifir. méi beéi tou. No, it wasn’t stolen.
negative answer: BH meéi yOuo No.

Example Sentences
PN T
IKBNIE T
IR T T
KTHEEIMFTIT T
B FEE T

bk =

The leaves have been blown by the wind.
The water has been drunk by someone.
The door was kicked open by him.

The light was turned on by the teacher.
The book was bought by him.

Nk W=

shuy¢ bei feng gua pao le.
shui bei rén he le,

mén bei ta tikai le.

déng béi lao shi dakai le.
shi béi ta nd zou le,

kWb =

In sentence 1 above, il (gua pdo) or &/ (gua zou) would be used to say the
leaves were already on the ground and blowing across the ground. 4 (gua dido)
would mean they were blown off of the tree branches, $i (dido) means “to fall”.
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6.  BRESFPIIKIA T .
7. RBRABHIE T .
8.  IHEINIALE T .
9.

A ) A AT DL T
10, IXPERGARATIFIE T .

The railway was damaged by the flood.

The meat was eaten by the dog.

I was criticized by the teacher.

What was just said was heard by him.

0. This thing (information / situation / piece of news) is known by them.

=0 0 N

ti¢ lu bei da shui chong huai le.

na kuai rou bei gou chi le.

woO bei laosht piping le.

gangcai shuo de hua bei ta ting jian leo
10. zhe jian shi béi ta men zhidao le.

L1 SRR R IR T
12 BRGIRAEIE T -

13, JMT-BAHTT KR o
14, 5l ERIZRIG RN
15, MRS 1.

N

11. The tree was knocked down by the wind.

12. The money was spent by me.

13. My hand was not burned by the boiling water.

14. The things on the table were not moved by anyone.
15. He was hurt by a car.

11. na ke shu bei da feng gua ddo le.

12. qgian béi wo huaguang le.

13. wo de shou méi bei kaishui tang shang.

14. zhuozi shang de dongxi méi béi rén dong guo.
15. ta rang qiché zhuang shang le.

16. XA ANZEAE T o
17 A f g 7~ G T
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18, FeAA il NBAE F5 ) B 1
19, FIMARBHIE T
20. PRI T T

16. That pair of vases was taken away by someone.
17. His hat as blown off by the wind.

18. My dog was locked inside the room by someone.
19. My leg was bitten by the dog.

20. My neck was bitten by mosquitoes.

16. na dui huaping jiao rén na zou le.

17. tade maozi jido feng gua dido le.

18. wo de gbu rang rén sud zai fangjian Ii le,
19. wo de tui beér gou yao le.

20. wo de bozi bei wénzi ding le.

21 ERIE RGBT B AR 25 T
22, SRMPUABBHE T 31 L.

23, K NBHERN R TR T,
24, XA EZ TR PR T Oeif
25, MaBCESAIUE T .

21. The new books in the library were all checked (loaned) out.
22. The tea leaves were put on the table by him.

23. The things were put in my bedroom by someone.

24. The book was translated into English by Teacher Wang.

25. The thief was caught by the police.

21. tashiiguan de xin shii dou bei jie chiiqu le.

22. chaye bei ta fang zai le zhudzi shang.

23. dongxi bei rén fang zai wo dewu zi li leo

24. zhe bén shu béi Wang ldoshi fanyi chéng le yingyl.
25. xidotou beéi jingcha zhua zhu le.
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Appendix A
Pronunciation Guide to Chinese

Pinyin Phonetic System  ..........cooiiiiiiiiiii e 1
TONES o e 1
PItCh 2
Inflection ..o e 2
Neutral Tone Syllables ... 2
Guide to Pinyin Pronunciation Chart — ...........c.ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin., 2
Initials oo 3
Finals oo 3
Pinyin Chart Pronunciation Guide — ..........ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieene, 4
Retroflex 1 oo 5
Tone Change Rules ... 6
Third Tone Rules ... 6
Tone Change Rules for A5 (DU)  «evvvnevennieiiieiiiieeiieeiiieeens 6
Tone Change Rules for — (yI)  «ooveviviiiiiiiiin, 6

Pinyin Phonetic System
During the 1950°s the Chinese government developed and adopted a Romanized
alphabet system to assist with learning Chinese pronunciation. The system, known as
PEF (pIn yin) (“spell sound”), is a letter-based phonetic system that allows one to
speak Chinese with standard pronunciation. Each syllable is represented by pinyin
letters that follow standard pronunciation rules. Tones are accounted for by a tone
mark above each syllable.

first tone second tone third tone fourth tone
‘_ - v ~

Each tone has both pitch and inflection as the diagram below illustrates:

1* tone — A high
y1 shéng A =
P 5 4"
2" tone I 4
¢r shéng T 3 2
C 2
3 tone = H 1
san shéng
low 3
4™ tone Py TIME
si  shéng >
Tones

There are 4 distinct tones, and a neutral tone, which is spoken softly. The four tones:
1~ a high (flat) tone, 2™ - a rising tone, 3™ - a tone that combines a falling and a
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rising inflection, and 4™ - a falling tone. The neutral tone is soft and light. Each
character is one syllable, each syllable has one tone.

The example below shows how different tones distinguish words that are otherwise
pronounced alike.

1* tone 2" tone 3" tone 4™ tone
o % T PN
da da da da

to droop to answer to hit big
Pitch

Notice the pitch of the third and first tones. When speaking a third tone, the fact that
the syllable starts at the lowest pitch of the four tones is important to the listener. The
low pitch of the third tone is the first and most important signal a listener has. While
the inflection of the syllable is important, the pitch is also important. Beginners
usually have problems with third tone syllables because they are concentrating on the
proper inflection. Their main difficulty is that they do not bring the pitch low enough
to be understood when speaking quickly. It is important that the first tone is
distinctively higher, in pitch, than the other tones and that the start of third tone is
lower, in pitch.
Inflection

Since first tone does not require inflection, it is quite easy to master. The English
language uses tones that are similar to the second and fourth tones. The word "no",
spoken sharply, "NO!", is similar to the fourth tone. The word "what", when spoken as
a one word question, "What?" is similar to the second tone. The key to speaking the
second and fourth tones is making sure the tonal inflection very clear. Beginners must
remember not to blend the syllables together. When speaking several syllables in
succession, remember to start at the right pitch followed by a clear inflection.

Neutral Tone Syllables
Some syllables are spoken, relatively softly, without a tone. This is referred to as the
neutral tone, for example, in the word for mother, {4% (mama). As separate
characters each is pronounced as "ma", but when put together to form the word for
"mother", the second "ma" becomes is spoken softly and quickly (neutral tone). In the
pinyin phonetic writing system, neutral tones are unmarked.
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Guide to Pinyin Pronunciation Chart
A syllable is usually made up of a beginning consonant sound, called an "initial";
followed by a vowel sound, called a "final". Some syllables consist only of a final.
Referencing Pinyin Chart 1, the columns are labeled A through AM and the rows are
numbered from 1 to 23. The initials [ A3 - A23 ] are followed by finals [ B1 - AM1 ]
to complete one syllable. For example:

initial + final = one syllable
[A3] + [B1] = [B3]
b + a = ba

Initials
The initials [A3-A23] pinyin pronunciations are approximately the same as they are in
English with the exception of z, ¢, zh, q, and x.

Column Initial Pronunciation Guide
All z like 'dz’ or the 'ds' in suds
Al2 c like the 'ts' in rats
Al4 zh like 'j" in just with tongue back
A19 q like the 'ch' in cheese with tongue forward
A20 X like the 'sh' in sheet with tongue forward
Finals

The finals [ Bl - ANI ] may also be used alone, however some of them are spelled
differently when they are used alone. Row 2 [ B2 - AM2 ] shows the pinyin spellings
of the finals when they are used alone. Notice that initials E2, F2 and P2 are blank
because the finals in E1, F1, and P1 are not used alone. Notice that the sounds on the
chart in Row 1, from QI to ANI are not the same as the spellings in Row 2 from Q2
to AN2. This is because these syllables, when used alone, are spelled differently than
simply spelling the final. For example: The pinyin spelling of -+ is 'wang'. However,
there is no initial 'w' [ A3 - A23 ]. In this case, the pinyin for this word has no
consonant initial. The final, 'uang' [ AH1 ], stands alone as a single syllable. A 'wW' is
used in place of the 'u' in the pinyin spelling, as shown in row 2. [ AH2 ]. The sounds
used for pronunciation are in Row 1 and the pinyin spellings are in Row 2.
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Pinyin Chart (Pronunciation Guide)

Column Final Pronunciation Guide
B a like 'a' in father
C 0 like 'o' in more
D e like 'u' in up " Notel
E no letter | like 't' in shirt
F no letter | like 'i' in quiz
G er like the American pronunciation of the letter iy Note2
H ai like 'ai' in aisle
1 el like 'ei' in weigh
J ao like 'ow' in now
K ou like 'ough' in though
L an begins with an 'a' like in father and ends with n' like in no
M en like 'en' in open
N ang begins with an 'a' like in father and ends with 'ng' in hung
P ong like 'oh' followed by the 'ng' in song
Q i like 1" in machine
R ia like ' in machine followed by 'a' in father
S iao like 'i' in machine followed by the 'ough' in though
T ie like ' in machine followed by the 'ay' in day " Note 3
U i like 'i' in machine followed by 'oh'
A" ian like 'i' in machine followed by 'an' (as described above in L)
W in like 'i' in machine followed by the 'n' in no
X iang like 'i' in machine followed by 'ang' (described above in N)
Y ing like 'ing' in sing
V4 iong like 'i' in machine followed by 'ong' (described above in P)
AA u like '00' in boo ~ NO'¢
AB ua like '00' in boo followed by the 'a' in father
AC uo like '00' in boo followed by 'oh'
AD uai like '00' in boo followed by the 'ai' in aisle
AE ui like '00' in boo followed by 'ay’ in sway
AF uan like '00' in boo followed by 'an' (as described above in L) " Note 3
AG un like '00' in boo followed by the 'n' in no
AH uang like '00' in boo followed by 'an' (as described above in L)
Al ueng like '00' in boo followed by 'an' (as described above in L)
Al u like 'ee’ in knee followed by the 'u' in you (but with lips rounded)
sounds like German ii or French eu ~ ~°'¢°
AK ue U (described above) followed by the 'ay' in day
AL tan U (described above) followed by 'an' (described above in L)
AM in U (described above) followed by the 'n' in no
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Note 1: When 'e' is pronounced alone, as one syllable, is not the same sound as used
in'ye' [ T2 ], which is pronounced like the 'ye' in yes.

Note 2: In the spoken language, there are cases when the 'er' sound [ G1,G2 ] is
appended to other syllables. This is not reflected in the chart. The rules regarding the
use this sound are discussed in the following section on rules for speaking.

Note 3: When 'ie' [ T1 ] is used after an initial, the 'i' is pronounced like the '1' in
machine followed by 'e' which is pronounced like the 'ay' in day. When 'ie' [ T1 ] is
used alone, it is spelled 'ye' [ T2 ] and pronounced like the 'ye' in yes.

Note 4: Do not be mistaken that the 'u' in the pinyin spellings of yu, ju, qu and xu
represent the '00' sound in column AA - it does not. These syllables are located in
column AlJ. In this case, the pinyin spelling rules use the letter 'u' as a substitute for
the letter 'ii', but the syllable is spoken with the sound of ii'. The pinyin spellings yu,
ju, qu and xu - represent the syllables: 1, jii, qii and xii .

Note 5: Do not be mistaken that the pinyin spelling of yuan, juan, quan and xuan
represent the 'uan' sound in column AF - they do not. These syllables are located in
the AL column. In this case, the pinyin spelling rules substitute the letter "u' for 'ii', but
the syllable is spoken with the sound of 'lian'. In this case, the spellings yuan, juan,
quan and xuan represent the syllables -. yiian, jiian, qiian and xiian .

Note 6: In pinyin spelling, the letter 'ii' is only used in four spellings. (ndi, 1ii, niie, yiie,)
[ AJ9, AJ10, AK9, AK10 ]. The spellings in AJ - AM columns of the chart show that

the letter 'i' is spelt as 'u' when it is used with the initials 'j', 'q' and 'x'. Even though

they are spelled with 'u', they are not spoken with the same sound as the 'u' in AA.

Syllables in the AJ - AM columns are pronounced using {i', not 'u'.

Rules for Speaking

Retroflex r

The retroflex "r" (er) is sometimes attached to a final. This sound is included in the
syllable that it is attached to, so the addition of JL (er) doesn't change the original
tone. Only an 'r' is added to the pinyin spelling. For instance, Mf (nd) becomes Wf JL
(nar). Standard Mandarin has several instances when this is used. If the retroflex "r"
(er) is added to a word ending in a consonant, the consonant is still pronounced. For
instance, when J (er) is added to xi (diin), the final "n" is pronounced. In these
type words, the tongue will be in the position of final consonant and the /|, (er) sound
will have a slight nasal quality.

Appendix A - Page 5 of 6

Chinese OCW _Conversational Chinese is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution, Noncommercial, No
Derivative Works 2.5 China Mainland License. Based on work at Chinese www.chineseocw.com




Tone Change Rules

In spoken Chinese there are times when the tones of some syllables are changed.
However, these changes are not usually reflected in written pinyin. The rules are:

Third Tone Change Rule

If a 3" tone is followed by another 3rd tone, the first 3™ tone becomes second tone.
For example, /% (ni hio) - ni changes to a 2™ tone (ni) and % (hio) remains a 3™
tone. It is written as (ni hdo) but spoken as (nihdo).

Tone Change Rules for A~ (bu)

The word A~ (bu) is 4™ tone when it is spoken in isolation, but when it is followed by
another 4™ tone, it is pronounced 2™ tone. For example, /N2 (b yao) is represented
in pinyin spelling as (bu yao), but it is spoken as (bu yao). WhenAs (bu) is used in
affirmative negative questions, as in phrases such as & A& (shi bu shi), it is
pronounce in the neutral tone.

Tone Change Rules for — (y1)

First tone - The word '— (y1)', which means 'one', is pronounced in the 1* tone when
it is spoken in isolation, for instance, when counting, using cardinal numbers or
stating non-arithmetic numbers such as room numbers. When it is the last digit of a
number, it will also be spoken in the first tone, for example, |— (shi y1), which
means eleven.

Second tone - When '— (yi)' precedes a 4™ tone syllable, it is pronounced in the 2™
tone, for example, — A\ (y1 g ) is pronounced 'yi gé rén'.

Fourth tone - When '— (y1)' precedes a 1%, 2™, or 3" tone syllable, it is pronounced
4™ tone.

Chinese Character —k — A4 —

Written Pinyin y1 zhang y1 nian yi qi

Spoken Chinese yi zhang yi nidn yi qi

Remember: Unlike English, when speaking a multi-syllabic word, the sounds do not
blend. In Chinese, each syllable begins at its proper pitch.

In the Chinese OCW Conversational Chinese Grammar Book and Workbook, the
pinyin has been changed to reflect the tone change rules for A~ (bu) and — (yi).
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Appendix B
Advanced Measure Words

Summary
Section A — Using nouns of quantity

Section B — Expressing “half” >}~ (ban)
B1. one half of a noun
PIANKE T liang ge jazi one orange
E N ban g¢& juzi half an orange
B2. one and a half of a noun
— JH MY san ping pijit three bottles of beer
=P san ping ban pijit  three and a half bottles of beer

B3. one half of a noun of quantity

—4f yi nian one year
HedE ban nian one half year
B4. one half of a noun of quantity
—4F yi nian one year
—aE2p yi nian ban one and a half years

Section C — Expressing Indeterminate Quantities

Cl1. afew, alittle

—mOLb) yi dian(r) nouns

— L) yi dian(r) adjectives
H—r0L) you yididn (r)  adjectives and verbs
— i and H— 8L A yi diandidn nouns and adjectives

you yi didndian  adjectives and verbs
C2. these, those, some
JLe /Xt na xié / zhé xié
— 5 yi diandian

AR

Section D — Using Measure Words with % (dud)
D1. Numbers that have a units place of “0” and nouns

VY- 2 Pk si shi dud kuai gian more than 40 rmb

D2. Numbers that have a units place of “1 -9 and nouns

U+ — e si shi ér kuai dud gqidn ~ more than 42 rmb
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D3. Numbers that have a units place of “0” and nouns of quantity

+ZH4 shi dud nidn over 10 years

D4. Numbers that have a units place of “1 -9” and nouns of quantity

+—FEL shi yi nian dud over 11 years
Section E — verbal measure words

Section F — characters that are measure words that appear in nouns
Refer to Appendix A for the tone change rules for — (y1).

Section A — Nouns of Quantity
Some nouns are considered “nouns of quantity” so they are, themselves, considered
measure words. In this case, the numeral is placed just before the noun. The list below
has some commonly used nouns of quantity.

Words that express time:
G3 PN JH 2 b Zl %
nian  tian  zhou fen mido ke sui
year day week minute second quarter of an hour years old

. —FEH+-"7H. One year has 12 months.

2. —RE _FHUUNNE . One day has 24 hours.

3. " MAElE LK. One week has seven days.
4. —PINEG N5 One hour has 60 minutes.
5. —OerE N, One minute has 60 seconds.
6. +HehiE—%l, 15 minutes is one quarter of an hour.
7. fhN% . He is six years old.

l. yinidn you shiér gé& yues

2. yitian you ershisi ge xidoshi.

3. yigé xingqi yoOu (itian.

4. vyigexidoshi you liushi fénzhong,

5. yifénzhong you liushi midoo

6. shiwul fén zhong shiyt ke zhong.

7. taliu sui.
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These words are nouns of quantity and are also measure words. In examples 1 — 5
they are used as nouns of quantity, in examples 6 — 9 they are used as measure words.
(A “jin” is a measurement unique to China, it equals one half of a kilogram.)

i Ak
jin gong jin ke mi
half a kilogram kilogram gram  meter

1. —n ﬁ ﬁw\j ﬁ o There are two jin* in one kilogram.
2. — W HE—Tw. There are 1000 grams in one kilogram.
3. A E. He is two meters tall.
4. MhEPEK, He is two meters tall.
s 2 H —— s It is 3 kilometers from my home to

5. MHINFFIRZT =T K. Tiananmen Square.
6. L TMWITIHEHE, I bought 2 jins of apples.

NEVIT — This dress will take 3 meters of
7. AR T T KA material. (to make)
8. XA TFEA 100 FiK. This bottle has 100 grams of water in

1t

. g . T.his big cake takes 2 kilograms of
SN R AN SIAN g g
9 XNNERET 2 ATHE flour. (to make)

yl gongjin you lidng jin.

yl gongjin you yiqian ke.

ta lidang mi gao.

ta gado lidng mio

cong wode jia dao tiananmén shi san qian mi,
w0 mai le lidng jin pinggud.

zh¢ jian qunzi yong le san mi bu.

zh¢ geépingzi i you 100 keé shui.

zh¢ g¢ da dangao yong le 2 gongjin mian fén,

WX R WD =

Section B — Expressing “half” 3 (ban)
B1. When expressing “one half” of a noun, the word order is:
> (ban) + measure word +  noun
Comparison of expressing whole numbers and expressing “a half”:
FAHM MG wo you ling g¢ juzi. I have two oranges.
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KAHFEIMHETF. wo ydu ban gé jhzi. I have half an orange.

T ban ping pijid half of a bottle of beer
FaRk 4R ban zhang zhi half of a piece of paper
e ban zhi ji half of a chicken
A H ban ge yue half of a month

A 1Y) ban g& xingqi  halfof a week
AN ban g¢ xidoshi  halfan hour
Ak ban ge¢ zhongtou half an hour

B2. When expressing “[number] and a half” of a noun, the word is:
whole number  +  measure word - (ban) +  noun

Comparison of whole numbers and expressing “[number] and a half”:

G =M, wd ydu sanping pijit I have 3 bottles of beer.

A =M wo ydu san ping ban pijiti, 1 have 3 and one half
bottles of beer.

— MR yi beéi ban cha one and half cups of tea

P 4R liang zhang ban zhi ;V;gerand a half pieces of

=AY san gé ban juzi three and a half oranges

Py~ H si g¢& ban yue four and a half months

HAEEM wi gé ban  xingqi five and a half weeks

NN liu ge¢ ban xidoshi six and a half hours

L2 sk qgi gé& ban zhongtdu seven and half hours

B3. When expressing “one half” of a noun of quantity, the word order is:

£e (ban) +  noun of quantity
Comparison of whole numbers and expressing “a half”:

BAFAEIL 4T . wo zhu zai Béijing yi nian le. I have lived in Beijing
for one year.

PAEAFEILTET . wo zha zai Béijing ban nian le. I have lived in Beijing
for half a year.

£4E ban nian half of a year

K bantian half of a day
NP ﬁj\ ban fen half of a minute
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£FP ban mido half of a second

B4. When expressing “[number] and a half” of a noun of quantity, the word is:

whole number  +  noun of quantity 3}~ (ban)

Comparison of whole numbers and expressing “[number] and a half”:

BAFEIRE 4 FET. wozhuzai Béijing yinian le. I have lived in

Beijing for one year.

TAE A AL 5t —4E 2 wo zhu zai Béijing yi nian ban le. I have lived in

T Beijing for one and
° a half years.

— ¥ ER y1 jin ban yangrou one and a half jin of mutton

LEAE liang sui ban two and a half years old
A san nian ban three and a half years
UK si mi ban four and a half meters
F1.53F wu fén ban five and a half minutes
aAYES liu mido ban six and a half seconds
R qi tian ban seven and a half days

Section C — Expressing Indeterminate Quantities

C1. Expressing “a few” or “a little”

a little / a few — L) F—rHOL) — R
yi didn(r) you yi didn (r) yi didndidn

—m(JL) with Nouns

When —#i(JL) [ yi didn (r) ] is used before a noun it has the function of a measure
word to quantify the noun, indicating an indefinite small quantity, usually smaller that
—UE (yi xi€) indicates (example sentence 6). The noun can be omitted if the noun
being referenced is clear. The retroflex JL (r) is always optional and — (yi) may be
omitted except when it appears at the beginning of a sentence.

AR E—fULF, RFEADEL.
=3 | W SV IV NP B /N

A Bl 7 R LI BT AFRAN A T2
Iz — U A
SN S SN

wWEA e

S
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women xian shangliang yi didnr shi, ranhou women zdu ba.
w0 ba yididnr dongxi la zai bangdOngshi.

yinwéi wo0 hé le didnr jiu sudyi woO bubi kaiche.
chi yidianr shénme?

wo qu shangdian mai yididnr tang*,

jiaoshi yoOu yixi€ xuéshéng.

*Sugar and candy are the same word in Chinese. People refer to “refined white sugar”

as1BE (bai tang).

R

First we will talk (about something) and then we will go.
I left a few things at the office.

Because I drank a little (alcohol), I must not drive.

What would you like to eat?

I would like to go to the store and buy some candy.
There are some students in the classroom.

A e

In the examples below, the nouns are omitted because it is clear from context what the
speaker has in mind.

7. THE—. w0 zhi miiyididn. Ionly boughtalittle.

8. FNZ S LML ?  zai chi didnr ma? Woul;l you like to eat a little
more?

— B (L) Adjectives
—1i(JL) [ yi didn (r) ] does not come before adjectives, but it may be used after
adjectives. It is usually used to form a comparative degree. The retroflex JL is always

optional and — (yi) may be omitted except when it appears at the beginning of a
sentence.

9. A%w%%%~ﬁm

10.  FRHA LA — )

11. Aﬁmkiw£EMw~m
12, B!

13. f2aL!

9. jintian bi zudtian ré yididnr,

10. wo6 pdo dé bi ta kuai yididnr.

11. jinnian de dongtian bi qunidn de Iéng yididnr,
12. kuai dianr!

13. man diinr!
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http://www.mandarintools.com/sounds/bai2.aif
http://www.mandarintools.com/sounds/tang2.aif

9. Today is a little warmer than yesterday.

10. I run a little faster than he does.

11. This year winter has been a little colder than last year.
12. Hurry up!

13. Be careful!

In sentence 11, 12 (man) which literally means “slow”, is commonly used to mean
“be careful”.

F 1)L Adjectives and Verbs
A X(JL) [ ydu yi didn (r) ] comes before a verb or an adjective, meaning “a bit” , “a
little”, or “slightly” — it is often used to qualify something undesirable.

14 A7 5O LANE %

15, XA RAAT /LK
16, JXEEARAT mLIET
17 FH FILER.

18, FeAT /LA

14. ta yodudianr ba gaoxing.

15. zhe ge¢ dayr youdidanr chang.

16. zh¢ xi@ yifau you didnr zang le.
17. wo0 you dianr lei,

18. wo you didnr xidang jid.

14. He is a little unhappy.

15. This coat is a little long.

16. These clothes are a little dirty.
17. Tam a little tired.

18. I miss home a little.

—RA and H— R
— 141 (yi dign didn) is a bit lower than —#i(JL) [ yOu yi didn (r) ] but both
expressions follow the same grammatical rules.

19. 45— AR e T,
20. At M T — N, SkE T
21, OXASFEE R — A

19. gé¢i wo yidiandidn shijian jiu gou leo
20. ta zht hé le yididndidn, jiu touténg le.
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21. zud6 zhé g¢ cai yao yong yididn didn xidn.

19. Give me a little bit of your time and that will be enough.
20. He only has to drink a little (alcohol) and gets a headache.
21. To cook this dish you need a little bit of salt.

A — s (you yi diin didn) is a bit lower than 5 £5(JL) [ you yi didn (r) ] but both
expressions follow the same grammatical rules.

22, BAIBERL, wlef — b,
23, X JUFEAEE, wiief— A AT,
24, ZRIRIEWHISEAES, A G

22. women de jidoshi hén hao, jiushi youyididn didn re.
23. zai zhér zhu bucuo, jiushi youyididn didn yudn.
24. cai de weidao bt cuod, jiushi you yididn didn xidn.

22. Our classroom is good, it is a little hot.
23. Living here isn’t bad, but it is a little far (away).
24. This dish isn’t bad but it is a little salty.

Example Sentences

AT s LB I =5

XHEAAE SILK, EfR—AE— AL

Wik b B, FRAETEE — /LA, BESIR T
Wfﬁ/ﬁ,%ﬂﬁﬁu RILEHA,

PRIR T, 1FNz— L&,

A T — 1JE Sk — R LK
KEHBHHM, MwtSa s ) LT,
FAH— B LAE IR

BAME A LFE, T IEs)— ) LGB .
A RBEF— LT o

Wb R — LT o

St — LA

© 0N oW

—_
— O

—_
&

l. ta ydu didnr xiang tade baba.
2. zh¢ jian maoyl youdidnr chang, qing huan yigé
dudn yi didnr de.
3. gang lai zhonggud de shihou, wo shénghud
youyididnr buxiguan, xian zai xiguan le.
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xian zai zhéme mang, ni yinggai zhuyi yididnr shénti.
ni bing le, déi chi yididnr yao.

ta gangcadi he le yididn jiu, tébu you vyidianr téng.
dajia dou kanzhe ta, ta juédé you dianr bu hdo yisi.
wo you vyi didnr bu shi f.

ARSI S O

wo bl xidng kan nage bisai,

w0 dui yundong yididanr xingqu y€ méiyou.
10. jintian nuinhud yidianr le.
I1. tade bing hdo yidianr le.
12. w6 hui shud vyidianr fayt.

1. He looks a little like his father.

2. This sweater is a little long, please exchange it for one that is a little shorter.

3. When I first came to China I wasn’t quite used to life (here), now I am a little
more used to it.

4. You are quite busy now, you should give a little (more) attention to your health.

5. You are sick, you need to take a little medicine.

6. He just drank a little alcohol, he has a little bit of a headache.

7. Everyone is looking at him, he feels a little embarrassed.

8. Ifeel a little sick.

9. Idon’t want to watch that game, I have no interest in sports.

10. Today is a little warmer. (than expected / than yesterday)

11. He is a little better today. / His health condition is a little better today.

12. 1speak a little French.

C1. Expressing “these”, “those”, and “some”
When expressing “some”, “a few” or “a little” , Y% (xi€) and xi (didn) are often
used after pronouns i (nd) and IX (zh¢). These are not used with nouns of quantity.

In example 3, 7% (hud) means “task” and 5¢ (gan wan) means to “finish doing”.

1. ﬁ%% %f% Uﬂﬁ EI(J o These books are Teacher Wang’s.

2. TEHE B IS 4 B F 2% The students in the classroom are Teacher
I 222k Wang’s students.

3. X AJLET5E. Finish these tasks.

4. T) A )LE, Fe#BsniE. 1understand everything about the factory.

. zhé xi€ shi shi Wang laoshi de.
zai jiaoshili de naxi€ xuéshéng
shi Wang 1dosht de xuéshéng.
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3. ba zhédianr hud gan wan.
4. gongchiang nadidanr shi, wo dou zhidaoo

Section D — Using Measures Words with %5 (dud)

D1. Using measure words and nouns with % (dud)
(with whole numbers that have a units place of zero)

whole number

. . + + +
(with unit place of 0) E2 measure word noun

. IZﬁ:%ZE%? vy z‘l‘}%‘éﬁ o This sweater is more than 40 rmb.
2. ARRLT FETEN. iol()i(;l;'ght more than 10 jins of mutton
3 ’f@ﬂ]ﬁki%?ﬂ“z/l\d\ HﬂLo }"l;(l)lsfs'were on the train for over 10

1. zh¢ jian maoyl yao sishi dud kuai qian.
2. jintian w0 mdi le shi dud jin yangrou.
3. tamen zuo hudocheé zuo le shi dud ge¢ xido shi.

D2. Using measure words and nouns with % (dud)
(with whole numbers that have a units place of 1 —9)

whole number

(with unit place of 1 -9) ©  Measweword 2+ noun

1. XMFEARE+ h2 ek, This sweater i1s more than 42 rmb.
2. ARBETHWUFTZFEH. I bought more than 14 jins of

mutton today.

3. MM KZE T+ HAZ N, They were on the train for over 15

hours.

1. zheéjian méao y1 yao sishier kuai dud qidn.
2. jintian w0 mai le shisi jin dud yangrou.
3. tamen zuo huoche le shi wiu g¢& dud xido shi.
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D3. Using measure words and nouns of quantity with % (dud)
(with whole numbers that have a units place of zero)

whole number B noun of
(with unit place of 0) quantity

1. fh—+%57, He is over 20 years old.
2. &1}_7{:“3?}'?4‘%@ T I have lived in Beijing for more than 10 years.

I. ta ershi duo sui leo
2. w0 zhuzai Béjing shi dud nianle.

D4. Using measure words and nouns of quantity with % (dud)
(with whole numbers that have a units place of 1 —9)

whole number .
(with unit place of 1 -9) + nounofquantity + 2

1. fh—+—"%%7. He is over 22 years old.
2. WAFAEIEI 42 T . 1have lived in Beijing for over 11 years.

1. ta ershier sui dud le.
2. wO0 zhuzai Béjing shiyl nidn dudo le.

Section E — Verbal Measure Words
Verbal measure words are most commonly used as compliments of verbs to indicate
the number of times actions happen. The number of times is expressed using a
number and a verbal measure word. The number and measure word go between the
verb and the object. In some instances, it is not necessary to include the object. In the
example below, ## (tang) means “a trip”.

I have been to the new bookshop once.

subject  verb number of times object
(number + measure word)
=~ Ul — i IS H B )E o

wo  quguo yi tang na jia xin de shidian?

subject verb number of times
(number + measure word)
wo qu guo yi tang
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When forming questions, JL (ji) and £/ (dud shio) are used in place of the
number of times and the measure word is stated. Usually JL (ji) is used for a
relatively small number and £ /> (dud sh#o) is used for relatively large numbers.

How many times have you been to the new bookshop?

subject  verb number of times? object
(JL / %7> + measure word)

T

1

n

Eyu J Lk B IR Ry

qu guo jitang na jia xin de shiidian?

7

=<

The most common measure word for describing the number of times something
occurs is {X (ci) (one time, occurrence). Especially when answering questions. For
instance, FX 22 —¥X (wd qu guo yi ci) (I have been [there] once.) is appropriate for
answering a question, but i (tang) would normally be used in a statement.

X ci one time, occurrence

1. PR X Eg5? Have you discussed the matter?

2 AT R LYk 2 Ezger{?nany times have you discussed the
3. AT PR We have discussed it twice.

4. PRI T JLERAE 2 How many times have you met?

5. LT PRIRIA (We) have met twice.

6. FAAREET LU ? Elz\rt; 1glany times did you go downtown last
7. BT IR (I) went downtown once.

8.  MRZEWR)LIEAT? Where did you go traveling?

9. IXIRBEEITIEAT This time to the south.

1. ni men tdolun guo zhe jian shi?

2. nimen tdolun guo ji ci zhe jian shi?

3. w0 men tdolun guo lidng ci.

4. nimen jianle ji c¢i mian?

5. jianle lidng ci mian.

6. shanggéyu¢ ni jinle jici chéng?

7. jinle vyici chéngo

8. mni qu nir lixing?
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9. zhéci dao nanfang

The verbal measure word i (bian) is used to show that an action happens in its

entirety from beginning to end.

1ii xing.

1. PREFoE L T 2 How many times have you listened (to this)?
2. PRWEE /b T2 How many times have you listened (to this)?
3. ®koOLro L T, I have already listened (to this) several times.
4, WRITHBE ]k, I plan to review (something) again.

5. ®kREAE Tk, I have already written (something) twice.

6. FNXFEHNT =, I changed it three times.

7. ik, Say that again.

8. ﬁ% EAR ﬁﬁﬂj@uﬂ . Read this article again.

l. ni tinggud jibian Ile?

2. ni tinggud dud shdo bian le?

3. w0 yijing tinggud jibian le.

4. w0 dasuan =zai fuxi yibian.

5. wo yijing xi¢le lidng bian.

6. w0 you zhongxin gdi le sanbian.

7. zai shud yi biano

8. zhé¢ pian wénzhang ni zai kan yibian ba,

Section E —Characters that are measure words that appear in nouns
Some characters that are measure words appear in nouns. For instance, to say “a cup
of (something)”, # (béi) is used. —#M 7% (y1 béi cha) means “a cup of tea”. To say
“a cup” as in the sentence “I have a cup”, one would say “FH — M 1. (Wo you
yige beizi.).

bottle
san ping shui
san ge ping zi

i ping
=K
=M

three bottles of water
three bottles

Note: Many characters are both nouns and measure words. In these examples, % (jia)
means “home” or “family”:

1. T-EHE=N.

There are four people in my family.

wo jia you sange réno
2. IIHRMIZEK., I will go home tomorrow.
wO0 mingtian hui jia.
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In these examples, 5 (jid) is a measure word for some business establishments.

—%mME  yl jia shangdian one store
W X447 lidng jia yinhdng  two banks

“XKPEEPE san jia yiyuan three hospitals
DUZEiiE  si jia  ligudn four hotels
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New Words
L. ARM
2. JG
3. ff

4. i
3. i
6. I

7. &k

8. JT
9. —it
10. A&
11.
12. fF
13. &Kt
14. %
15. %
16. 3¢
17. feAdk
18. i
19. %42
200 H
21. H
22, wi

The Chinese unit of currency, the A (rén min bi), is written as JG (yuan). It is
usually spoken as £ (kuai). Amounts of money are expressed in the following

Appendix C
Shopping / Money / Colors / Clothing

rén min bi
yuan

jido

mao (spoken only)

fen
kuai (spoken only)

RMB (Chinese unit of currency)
Chinese unit of currency

.1 RMB (rén min bi)

.1 RMB (rén min bi)

.01 RMB (rén min bi)

Chinese unit of currency

qiél’l money
jTIl Chinese unit of weight
(.5 kilograms )

yi gé)l‘lg all together
bén measure word for books
zhi measure word for garments
jiém measure word for writing instruments
bén zi notebook
gang bi fountain pen
jﬁ. zi orange
ping guo apple
hua shéng mi peanut
di tu map
chen shan shirt
bai one hundred (100)
bai white
huéng yellow

Currency

examples. Adding %% (gian) to the amount is optional.
(Refer to Appendix A for the tone change rules for — (y1).)
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When expressing amounts of money, —— (¢€r) is only used for an amount ending in
two 4> (fén) otherwise M (lidng) is used.

Written Spoken

¥1.00  —J6 (BR) —H (B
¥105  — uF NIy (B —HETr (B
¥125  — oML (4)) UL (D
¥150  —JGTL —H T
¥150  —ouh (BH) — TR
¥165  —IuNAITL (0B —HUHEBE
¥0.02 P/ W |
¥ 1.00 y1 yuan (qian) written

y1 kuai (qidn) spoken
¥1.05 y1 yuan ling wu fén (qian) written

y1 kuai ling wu fén (qian) spoken
¥1.25 y1 yuan lidng jido wu (fén) written

y1 yuan lidng jido wi (fén qian) spoken
¥1.50 y1yuan wii written

y1 kuai wu spoken

y1 yuan wi (mdao qian) written
¥ 1.65 y1 yuan liu jido wu (fén qian) written

y1 kuai [iu mdo wu (fén qidn) spoken
¥0.02 liang fen / er fen written and spoken

Questions

When asking the price of an item or number of items, first state the quantity (using
measure words or units of quantity) - then state the item - then add % >k (dud shio

gian).

amount / quantity item % /R
1. #ﬁ j:';% z //I‘%Z ? How much is a jin of apples?
2. —K K %2 /D ? How much is one notebook?
3. #@ ﬂa%ﬂf % //[‘%Z ? How much is a bag of peanuts?
4 — EIZ %ﬁ] % z //[\%z ? How much is the fountain pen?

yi jin pinggud dudshdo qian?

yi bén bénzi dudshao qian?

yi bao huashéngmi dudshao qian?
yi zhT gangbi dudshao qian?

AW N =
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To express the desire to buy something, % |, £ or %K may be used.

3. @Z (%Ié / ;k / —E?‘&%) *@,ﬁzﬁiﬂéo I want one bag of peanuts.
. j@; (%"é /K g%) ’H‘/A.? What would you like?
7 I{@ (g / S g;k’) g //I\? E}S;; [many / much] would you

5. woO (yao / mai/ yaomai) yi bao huashéngmi.
nin (yao / mai / yaomai) shénme?
7. nin (yao / madi/ yaomai) dudshao?

™

Example Sentences

1. ﬁa%‘g EF‘ Hi &, I would like (to buy) a map of China.
2. IXgkrp E L E 2 DR 2 How much is a map of China?
1. w0 yao zhonggud dita.

2. zhé zhang zhongguo dita dudshio gian?

1. ,443: 5?1’%@ ? What would you like to buy (see)?

2. ﬁa%ﬁﬁiﬁ? o I would like to buy two notebooks.

3. —NPRT D2 How much is one notebook?

4.  —APAKTFHE. One notebook is five mao.

5. *;j\: % //[‘%Z ? How much all together?

6. — L3, Together, one kuai.

1. nin mai shénme?

2. w0 mai lidng ge bénzi.

3. yi ge bénzi dudshdo qian?

4. yi ge bénzi wi mao.

5. yi gong dudshdo qgian?

6. yigong yi kuai.

1. &E j_élgl_ﬂj’ﬁ:%ﬂ‘%ﬁ o I would like to buy these two shirts.
2. ~1’tliﬁ%2§ //[\%f ? How much are the shirts?

3. ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂ‘lﬂﬂ%#(%) o Yellow shirts are ¥50 .10

4. H##20Y +:ﬁ%/\(%) o White shirts are ¥48 . 80

5. ﬂéj\:jL‘I‘:ﬁ%jL(%) o Together, ¥ 92 . 90

6. 1@2@&9519%0 You gave me ¥ 100 . 00
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7. EI: % 1’@‘\ ’bﬁ%y(%) ° Here is your change ¥ 7 . 10

1. w0 yao mai zh¢ lidng jian chénshan.
2. yijian chénshan dudshio gian?
3. huang chénshan wiishi kuai y1 (mao).
4. bai chénshan sishier kuai ba (mao).
5. yi gong jiushier kuai jiu (mao).
6. nin géi wo yibaikuai.
7. zhdo nin qikuaiy1 (méo).
1. —FiEiTZ2/082 How much is one jin of oranges?
2. ﬂﬁ‘*ﬁ{zo One jin is ¥1.30.
3. *ﬁi% % //I‘%Z ? How much is one jin of apples?
4. —ﬁzﬁ%o One jin is ¥3.00.
5. &gézﬁ—ﬁ(:% , ~ﬁ5+|5% . Pwould like to buy three jin of oranges, one
jin apples.
6. *;j\:/;\ﬁ%j'l_‘o Together ¥6.90.
7. ,4’@'; é{f}&ﬂ“ﬂ%%ﬁ o You gave me ¥10.00.
8. EHZJ’S —th—, Your change is ¥3.10.
1. yijin jbzi dudshéo qian?
2. yijin yikuai san.
3. yijin pinggud dudshio gian?
4. yijin san kuai.
5. w0 mai san jin juzi, y1jin pingguo.
6. yi gong liu kuai jiu.
7. nin géi wo shi kuai qian.
8. zhdo nin san kuai y1.
Colors Clothes
héi black  — XY ﬁ%ﬁ; yi (shue'mg) pi X1€ a pair of leather shoes
2 hong red — X T2 yi (shuang) shoutdo  apair of gloves
52‘ 1 green  —— XX%}K?‘ yi (shua‘mg) wazi a pair of socks
% lan blue —Z&HE T yi (tido) kuzi a pair of pants
JX  hul gray ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ yi (t1d0) dudnku a pair of shorts
® puple —fF KA yi (jian) dayi a coat
5 ju orange —AERAC  yi (jian) yuyl a raincoat
k% zong brown —TjifE T yi(ding) maozi a hat
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If qién light #ﬁ: %E < }’i (_] 15111) ql'mzi a skirt, a dress
R shén  dark —fEN A yi (jidn) néiyl an article of underwear

Measure words, included in parenthesis in the pinyin column, may not be left out.

Colors go after the measure words and may be stated in the 4 ways shown below.
Color may be modified by putting "dark % (shén)" or "V (qidn) light" before them
as in example 2 below.

1) The color may be stated in a single syllable:

— A 42 a yellow shirt yi jian hudng chénshan

2) [J(de) may be used after the color:

— MR I FT 42 adark yellow shirt  yi jian shén huangde chénshan
3) ff(s¢) may be used after the color:

— IR TS ayellow shirt yi jian hudngsé chénshan

4) {4[7)(s¢ de) may be used after the color:

— RO FT 42 ayellow shirt yi jian qidn huangsede chénshan
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Appendix D
Numbers in Use

New Words
1 AA Zuo sit, be in a bus or car
2 A It ché bus number
3 = h hao ma number
4 EERRA dian hua telephone
5. 15568 dian hua hao ma telephone number
6 o ] fangjian house, apartment, room
7 S a) = fang jian hao house / apartment / room number
8 i ke class
9. Rl jie measure word for classes
11. = zhong heavy
12. Jr jin unit of weight ( .5 kilograms )
13. N7 gong jin kilogram
14. >k mi meter
16. % sui years old
17. R kuai fast, quick
18. & gao tall, high
Telephone and Bus Numbers
ONE

When speaking, telephone numbers and bus numbers; the number ‘one’ is pronounced
‘yao ’. This avoids confusion with the number 7.

A RAAJLE%ZE?  What bus do you take? ni zuo ji lu che?

B: kA 713, I take bus 713. w0 zuo i yao san.
A RIGHIE SIS EZ /D2 What is your telephone number?

B:  BHHEIESEE 51237190, My number is 5123 7190.

A:  ni de dianhua haoma shi dudshéo?
B:  wo de dianhua haoma shi wii yao ér san qi yao jiu ling.
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Measurements (height and weight)

A REZE? How much do you weigh?  ni dud zhong?

B: k180 1. I weigh 180 J7. w0 y1 bai ba shi jin.
A RZE? What is your height? ni dud gao?

B: F&—K{1.—. Iam 1.52 meters (tall). wO yI mi wll €ro

A — AN RILT? How many jin(s) are in one kilogram?

B: — N TR T One kilogram is two jin(s).

A:  y1gongjin shi ji jin.

B:  yi gongjin shi lidng jin.

Age
When express age or time R (kuai) is used to express 'almost'.

A fh LA ? How old is he? ta jisui?
(children under 10)
B: A JLE T . Heisalmost 9 years old. ta kuai jiu sui le.

A REZK? ni duo da? How old are you?
B: T _-1+/%. wo ér shi liu sui. I am 26 years old.

FTE2 T, woO kuai shi qisuile. Iam almost 27 years old.

Ordinal numbers
To create an ordinal number, place % before the number.

Af Kfe —

B B, =L . o o o o Ist,2nd)3rd...
%i%*ﬁﬁ%%&% o Tomorrow, the first class is Chinese.
mingtian diy1 ji€ ke shi hanyt.

Room numbers

YIRS What is your room number?
VIR E 2N y
Bl a2 508 5 My room number is 508.

ni fangjian hao shi dudoshao?
wo de fangjian shi wii ling ba hao.

© > w2
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Appendix E
Numbers from .001 to one million
Percentages / Fractions

New Words

1 T gian one thousand (1,000)
2. N wan ten thousand (10,000)
3. —HAh y1 bdi wan one million (1,000,000)
4 = dian decimal point

5 472 (number) bdi fén zhl (number) (number) percent (%)
7. ] 5 tong xué classmate

8. It ban class

10. &4 nii shéng female student

11. B4 nan shéng male student

Fractions and Percentages
Acoo T2 oo B A is the whole amount, B is the part

fén zht
100% 20% 2/5
[ER A H 2 -+ .. Nz -
bai fenzht bai bai fénzhi er shi wi fén zht er

. Btz 254, Our class is 20% boys.
2. Y5y — Wy lAA et oA 1/4 of my classmates are girls.

1. women ban bai fénzhi ershi shi nanshéng.
2. si fénzhi y1 de tongxué shi niishéng.

The number 10,000 is one unit.

— N yi wan 1,000
5Pl lidng wan 20,000
—+n ér shi wan 200,000
— Ak yi bdi wan 1,000,000

When speaking numbers, as you begin on the left proceed to the right, each digit
represents the place value of the digit immediately following the one just stated and
trailing zeros may be omitted.

Appendix E - Page 1 of 3
Chinese OCW Conversational Chinese is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution, Noncommercial, No
Derivative Works 2.5 China Mainland License. Based on work at Chinese www.chineseocw.com




number is expressed as

110 — yi bai y1

110 —H—1 yi bai yi shi

120 —H yi bai ¢ér

120 —H_1 yi bai ér shi

199 —Hl It yi bai jiu shi jiu
1,000 —F yi qian

1,200 —T yi qian er

1,200 —TFH yi qian ¢r bai

2,999 Tt liang qian jiu shi jiu

When stating large numbers, saying % (zero) takes the place of several zeros.

number is expressed as

1,001 —FF— yi qian ling yi

1,010 —TFEF—+ yi qian ling yi shi
10,002  —FE_ yi wan ling ér
10,020 —hHE -+ yi wan ling ér shi
100,003  +J5E = shi wan ling san

To express "a few", JL (ji) is used with |- (shi), 71 (bdi)and T (gian).

JLt  jishi afew 10's
JLE jiba a few hundred
JL T jiqian a few thousand
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The number TWO

In the thousands place and above, 2 should be read as P (liing). 2000 is AT
(lidng gian). When 2 appears in the hundreds place it may be read as either — (ér) or

M (lidng).

200

2,000
2,002
2,020
2,200
2,200
2,202
2,202
2,220
2,220
2,299
2,299

- A er bai

[y

P
WTE 1
iRl

[ ]

[ e -
T HE
WTFWE T+
[} i e
T E L
T —HIL T

OR WE  liing bii

lidng qian

lidng qian ling ér

lidang qian ling er shi

lidang gian liang bai

lidng qian eér bai

lidang gian lidang bdi ling er
lidang gian er bai ling ér

lidng qian lidng bai er shi
liang qian er bdi er shi

liang gian liang bdi jiu shi jiu

lidng qian eér bai jiu shi jiu

Decimal numbers

0.001 EEHEE— ling dian ling ling y1
0.01 EHE— ling dian ling

0.1 2,3|5~ ling dian y1

2.1 - ¢r dian y1

2.01 TR i?* er dian ling y1

2.001 THEE— ¢r didn ling ling y1
2.201 TR ér didn ¢ér ling y1
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Pinyin Pronunciation Chart

Page 1 of 4
A B C D E F G H I J K L
1 a 0 e (i) (i) er ai el ao ou an
2 a 0 e er ai ei ao ou an
3 b ba bo bai bei bao ban
4 p pa po pai pei pao pou pan
5 m ma mo me mai mei mao mou man
6 f fa fo fei fou fan
7 d da de dai dei dao dou dan
8 t ta te tai tao tou tan
9 n na ne nai nei nao nou nan
10 1 la le lai lei lao lou lan
11 zZ za ze Al zai zel zao zZou zan
12 c ca ce ci cai cao cou can
13 S sa se si sai sao sou san
14 zh zha zhe zhi zhai zhei zhao zhou zhan
15 ch cha che chi chai chao chou chan
16 sh sha she shi shai shei shao shou shan
17 T ra re ri rao rou ran
18 J
19 q
20 X
21 g ga ge gai gei gao gou gan
22 k ka ke kai kei kao kou kan
23 h ha he hai hei hao hou han
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Pinyin Pronunciation Chart

Page 2 of 4

A M N 0 P qQ R S T U v W
1 en ang eng ong i ia iao ie iu ian in
2 en ang eng yi ya yao ye you yan yin
3 b ben bang beng bi biao bie bian bin
4 p pen pang peng pi piao pie pian pin
5 m men mang meng mi miao mie miu mian min
6 f fen fang feng
7 d den dang deng dong di diao die diu dian
8 t tang teng tong ti tiao tie tian
9 n nen nang neng nong ni niao nie niu nian nin
10 1 lang leng long 1i lia liao lie liu lian lin
11 Z zen zang zeng zong
12 c cen cang ceng cong
13 S sen sang seng song
14 zh zhen zhang zheng zhong
15 ch chen chang cheng chong
16 sh shen shang sheng
17 T ren rang reng rong
18 j ji jia jiao jie jiu jian jin
19 q qi qia giao qie qiu gian qin
20 X X1 xia xiao xie xiu xian xin
21 g gen gang geng gong
22 k ken kang keng kong
23 h hen hang heng hong
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Pinyin Pronunciation Chart

Page 3 of 4
A X Y Z AA AB AC AD AE AF AG AH
1 iang ing iong u ua uo uai ui uan un uang
2 yang ying yong wu wa Wwo wai wei wan wen wang
3 b bing bu
4 p ping pu
5 m ming mu
6 f fu
7 d ding du duo dui duan dun
8 t ting tu tuo tui tuan tun
9 n niang ning nu nuo nuan
10 1 liang ling lu fuo fuan lun
11 zZ zu ZUo zui zuan zun
12 c cu cuo cui cuan cun
13 S su suo sui suan sun
14 zh zhu zhua zhuo zhuai zhui zhuan zhun shuang
15 ch chu chua chuo chuai chui chaun chun chuang
16 sh shu shua shuo shuai shui shuan shun shuang
17 T ru rua ruo rui ruan run
18 j jiang jing jiong
19 q qiang qing qiong
20 X xiang xing xiong
21 g gu gua guo guai gui guan gun guang
22 k ku kua kuo kuai kui kuan kun kuang
23 h hu hua huo huai hui huan hun huang
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Pinyin Pronunciation Chart

Page 4 of 4
A AT AJ AK AL M
1 ueng 1] e Uan in
2 weng yu yue yuan yun
3 b
4 D
5 m
6 f
7 d
8 t
9 n ni niie
10 1 1t lte
11 A
12 c
13 S
14 zh
15 ch
16 sh
17 r
18 N ju jue juan jun
19 q qu que quan qun
20 X XU xue xuan xun
21 g
22 k
23 h
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Glossary

Unit 30S are words in Unit 30 listed as Supplementary words

Chinese

>
7
>
v

NE
EX

@ S FE K ED

W
(O
AT
#

b

Tl
I
W

Pinyin

ai

ai

ai rén

an jing

an quén dai

B

ban

ban gong shi
ban jia

bao

bao

bao gao

bao guo

bao zhi

bei

béi
béi bian
béi mian

bei zi

English Meaning

love

short

husband or wife
quiet

seat belt

softens a request
measure word for chair

a preposition used to make a subject —

object — verb sentence

eight

father

white

to place things for the purpose decorating
half

move (things)

office

to move (to a new home)

to carry (in one’s arms)

to wrap (a gift, a box)

report

parcel, package

newspaper

introduces the doer of an action in a passive
sentence

to carry on one’s back

north side

north side

cup
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19

11
28
33

31
15
33

24
17

308
19
33
17
33
24
33

34

17

15
15




e Béijing the capital of China 10

Z/N bén measure word for books 4
NS bén zi notebook 33
bt bi (something) compared to (something) 6

ESHTAFN bi ji bén notebook 33
ZICAHK b ji bén dian ndo laptop computer 33
b bi jido relatively, comparatively 6
Lt #¢ bi sai match, competition 27
DI bi xi must 24
Bk bi ye granduate 12
R bian change to, transform 33
i bian side 15
x* bido form, table, chart 33
il bi¢ other, do not 26
GllEq| bié de other(s) 26
TR bin guan hotel 29
I bing sick 19
A bing rén sick person, patient 33
B3] bo Ii glass, window pane 33
JEF b6 zi neck 34
AN bu no 1

#h bu measure word for movies 22
ANt bu ra not as (comparison standard) as 6

C

# ca wipe 11
i cai then 26
B3 cai food 25
BH can guan restaurant 15
T cio grass 17
L cdo di the ground covered with grass growing onit 17
S cha tea 22
7% cha short of 9

i cha to plug in 33
ik cha téu electric plug 33
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AR cha yé tea leaves 34
IS chang long, length 6
e chang sing 25
W chang chang often 18
K chang chéng the Great Wall 26
IE R chang gé to sing 11
T chao shi supermarket, grocery store 29
% ché vehicle (car, bike, bus) 16
KRl ché péng covered parking for bicycles 33
w2 chén shan shirt 24
5% chéng turn into 33
8] chéng shi city 6
nz chi to eat 12
h chong to dash against with great force 34
il i chou ti drawer 33
E{iip chou yan smoke (cigarettes, etc.) 24
2 chii chai travel on business 13
Hk chil fa set out 32
LA chii zii che taxi 22
HFAR S chil zii qi ché taxi 16
7 chuan to wear, to put on (clothing) 17
IZR chuang bed 17
wE chuang tai window sill 17
/e chut blow 34
) ci (number of) times 18
i) L ci dign dictionary 4
M cong from (a place) 12
M cong from (a place or time) 29
A cong bu never 18
H cuo incorrect 22
D

PN da big 5
1T da hit, send 22
T da play (badminton, basketball, ping pong) 29
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FIHLTE di dian hua a phone call 11

FIWEER da lan qin play basketball 11
FI LT di dian hua make a telephone call 22
KK dajia everybody, everyone 22
T da kai open, turn on 33
K1 da mén main gate 16
FIEK da git to play (a ball game) 25
AE7 da rdo disturb 26
15 da suan to plan 33
K/ da xido size 6
K da xué university 12
KA dayt coat 5
FTEN da yin to print (computer) 25
i dai to take, to lead 17
[ dai to wear (hat, glasses, tie) 17
Gt dai to take, bring, carry 30
{2 dan shi but 26
* dang to become 31
| dao to arrive, to attain a goal 22
bl dao measure word for math problems 25
] de particle to indicate possession 3
73 de structural particle 20
(EE7 de dud alot 6
1 dé guo Germany 5
FRT IS i de shi hou when something happens 11
153 dei to have to, must, to need to 24
& déng wait 11
xT deng light 34
Hh di ground 16
ity di pass or hand something to someone 33
ik di low 6
55 di di younger brother 3
oy di fang a place or location 10
HbIX di qu area 28
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Hh | di shang on the floor, on the ground 22

gk di tig subway 19
i P& dita map 6
2R dian chi battery 33
IR dian hua telephone 22
CENi] dian nio computer 3
HLAR dian shi television 10
RLL didn xTn a snack 308
LY dian ying movie 11
RUBR didn zhong o'clock 9
T dian zi electronic 33
FEL - A2 dian zi you jian email 33
B dido fall, drop 308
) ding sting (by a mesquito or bee) 34
) dong to move 34
T dong understand 20
Rl dong bian east side 15
RIT dong fang eastern, Asia 26
ZRIHI dong mian east side 15
ESUN dong tian winter 6
R dong xi things 11
s dou all, both 2
B du read, study 25
553 du degree (temperature) 6
FEAE du jia vacation 18
wAs da shi to study 26
B duan lian to do physical exercise 18
xf dui correct 2
X T dui mian opposite 15
ZK dud chang how long? (time) 9
zZ7 dud le alot 6
E2 dud shao how many? how much? 7
E
e ¢ lud st Russia 15
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- er two 4

=
K fa send, transmit 33
R fa piao receipt 24
Kle fa shao to have a fever 13
' fa wén French (language) 7
R fan meal 13
R fan gudn restaurant 28
e fan yi to translate 25
i fang to put something somewhere 17
Ji fang square 5
T fang jia vacation 29
J75 18] fang jian room 6
b ¥ fang zi house,apartment,building,room 6
& fei fly 308
AR fei chang very, extremely 5
KL fei ji airplane 16
aBh fén zhong minute 9
E feng measure word for letters 22
M feng wind 33
K& feng zheng kite 308
g fa measure word for paintings 22
Bl fu jin nearby 29
5% fu mu parents 26
e S fi gin father 308
g2 fu xi review (a lesson) 33
G
54 gai change to, transform 33
1% gai should 24
+ gan to do 10
T4 gan jing clean 20
&l gang just (now) 30S
[ gao tall 5
HF gao su tell 26
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Joi
R

gao xing
ge

ge

ge ge

g€l

gén

gong gong qi che
gong i
gong yuan
gong zuo
gou

gu gong

gu ke

gil niang
gua

gua

guan

guan diao
guan shang
guang
Guéng zhou

gui

Guilin
guo

guo

Ha ér bin

hai

hai
hai pa
hai shi
hai zi

Hang zhou

happy, pleased

general purpose measure word
song

older brother

to give

with, and

public bus

kilometer

park

a job, to work

dog

Forbidden City (historical site in Beijing)
customer

young lady

to hang something up

blow

close

turn off (electric things)

close, turn off

used up, nothing left

a city in China

expensive, honorable, to be named (family

name)

a province of China
particle for indicating past experience

come or go across, to cross

a city in northeastern China

still, yet, still more, also, (used for
emphasis)

sea

afraid

or (in a question - not used in a statement)

child

a city in southeastern China
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11
29
16
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18
11
22
26
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34
17
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17
33
33
34
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12
12
30

6
26
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19




=1 hao number (expressing a day) 8

I hao successful, satisfactory, good 22
i hio good 1

iz, hio chi delicious 28
5 hao ma number 33
il hé and 2

ey he drink 10
e hé shang close a book 33
mrT hé zi box (small) 33
hei dark, black 25
YT héi ban blackboard 11
s hén very 5

R hén hate 19
(FEZ hén dud many 7

IR/ hén shio not much, not many, not often 18
2. héng red 5

JRid hou bian behind 15
J I hou mian behind 15
CadiGt hu zhao passport 33
JH] hua to paint or draw (a picture) 22
1t hua flower 1

1t hua use time, spend time 31
1ef hua ping flower vase 33
16l FEH hua yuan bin guin Garden Hotel 29
7N huai broken 25
BN huén return (something) 22
e huan to exchange 25
78 huén jing environment 28
PN huar painting, picture 22
16 )L, huar flower 30
[H] hui return 19
= hui will 11
= hui can, will, probably 25
EIF/S hui  1ai come back 13
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[A] 2 hui da to answer 22

W hui yi shi meeting room 29
K4 huo ché train 16
B huo zhé or (in a statement - not used in a question) 2
J
4 ji extremely 28
i ji to take note, remember, record 33
= Jji “put on” or “wear” belts, scarves and tied 33
things
& ji mail (verb) 308
JL ji several, how many? 7
W% j1 ching airport 29
JLA ji didn what time? 9
PLER j1pido plane ticket 33
i) ji shi in a timely manner 32
A jita guitar 28
K jia home (a place), family (people) 11
X jia measure word for shops and stores 12
Kb, jid ke jacket 33
ik jia qian price 6
Gs jian measure word for articles of clothing 5
U jian to meet, to see 22
4 jian measure word for affairs and matters 25
I jian zhu building (noun) 15
o jidng speak, say, tell 25
ny jiao to be called 1
z jido to hand over or hand in something 22
H= jiao shi classroom 3
Bk jido xué 16u teaching building 29
S jido zi Chinese dumpling 10
1t jie borrow 12
¥ jie to receive, to pick up (i.e., a child from 33
school)
i Jie street 22
T jig dian hua to answer the phone 33
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gh g jié guod outcome, result 28

g5 jié hiin married 26
GHZH jié jie older sister 3

fiftuk ji& jué solve, resolve, settle 32
il I ji& kai take off (a belt) 33
LGR/IR jié méi sister 3

® jin tightly 32
bl jin near 29
biis jin enter 30
AAE jTn nian this year 8

AR jin tian today 6

e jing cha police 33
2y jing chang often 18
2yl jing 1i manager 32
205 jing yan experienced 6

IH jiu old (things — not people or animals) 5

it jiu then 12
Ju jit nine 4

b jitl alcohol, alcoholic drinks 24
) ¥ juzi sentence 17
AT jué de to think, to feel 24

K

IIEIE ka fei coffee 10
W HE LR ka fei guin coffee shop 308
H kai open, turn on 17
Ft kai drive, open, begin 19
VAN kai hui start a meeting, have a meeting 11

4 kai ché drive a car (bus, truck) 19
THI kai fang to make open to the public 26
VAR 5} kai shi begin, start 29
FFK kai shui boiling water 34
E kan to see, to watch 10
I kan bing see a doctor 19
£l kang to carry something on one’s shoulders 33
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A ke a quarter of an hour 9

R ke measure word for trees 6
A ké bén textbook 25
PRIA] ke jian break between classes 31
=T ke ting living room 32
CIEYN k& yi allow, permit, may 25
RS ke zhud school desk for students 15
Eaali kong tido air conditioner 33
P ku cry 32
S kuai fast, quick 9
e kuai a piece of 34
B kuan wide 6
L
B la spicey hot 25
iz la pull 33
DA 13 lian zipper 33
P lai come 10
i lan lazy 5
wER lan git basketball 25
A lao old (people and animals - not objects) 1
Ll lao lao maternal grandmother 17
A 130 shi teacher 1
g le particle for indicating completed action 12
% léng cold 6
I 1i from (a place) 29
25 Li plum, a common surname 1
LN Ii inside 11
LY i wu gift 33
1LFE Ii bai week 8
Hih li bian in, inside 16
=T 1i kai leave 26
W Ii mian in, inside 16
L4 Ii wa gift 308
(i lid equivalent to 4 (lidng gé) 4
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A lian face 33

LT liang measure word for vehicles and bicycles 4
[i] lidng two (used with measure words) 4
1 lido chit chat 31
T liao verb compliment indicating possibility 25
PN lido tian chit chat 31
WKL lido tianr chit chat 11
Hi] F] Lili a name of a person 33
A J lin ja neighbor 32
= ling Z€ero 4
CliGis ling dai necktie 33
Fi4b ling wai other, besides 26
N lin six 4
il lia li fluent 28
L2 16u building 5
P b5 16u fang multi-story building 16
% 1o road 16
SKE AL [u yin jT cassette tape recorder 34
it 1ii you to travel for pleasure 18
M
o ma modal particle used at the end of a sentence 1
to change a statement into a question
JhR 1 ma fan trouble, inconvenience 33
Loye) ma ma mother 3
gk md shang immediately 30S
ST mai sell 13
% mai buy 11
SE5E mai  wan sell out of something 13
SNl mdi dong xi go shopping 11
% man slow 20
W mén yi satisfy 32
i1 mang busy 5
Ui mao cat 30S
EE mao bi brush for calligraphy 19
A mao y1 sweater 12
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4%
i

R
PN
U IERa)
Ca
JEEAI

.

S

i
=

iy

Sk
] P
Wk L
Wi

ve

meéi
méi guod

méi gud rén
mei mei

méi you

méi yuan
men

mén

mén kou
mian

mian bao
mian tido
Ming

ming

ming nian
ming tian
ming xin pian
ming zi

mo shu shi

mu qin

na

na

na

na me

na xié
nan bian
nan guo
nan kan
nan mian
nan péng you
nao zhong
nar

ne

every
the USA

American citizen

younger sister

do not have

American dollars

a suffix added to pronouns indicating plural
door, gate

door, gate

side, surface

bread

noodles

bright, a given name

measure word for persons

next year

tomorrow

postcard

name

magician

mother

to carry in one’s hand, to fetch
that

which

that much
those

south side
sad, grieved
ugly

south side
boyfriend
alarm clock
where?

modal particle used at the end of a sentence

to create a question in a soft tone
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g ne a particle that indicates an action in 11
progress
fie néng can, will 25
R ni you 1
PRATT ni men you (plural) 2
= nian year 8
= nian to read aloud 17
& nin you (formal, indicating respect) 1
4 nit cow 33
M nill yué New York 6
I nong make 33
LK nii péng you girlfriend 3
Lt nii shi Madam, lady, respectful way to address a 1
woman that is older than yourself
P
e pa climb 30
AN pa to lie face down 32
I pa to dislike, to fear 19
HEBA pai dui to wait in line 31
iy pai zi sign 17
vl pang bian beside 15
Hi2p pio bu run 18
il peng touch, bump 33
il péng you friend 3
HEL Yy pijit beer 30
fEVF pi ping critisize 34
i pian measure word for literary articles 22
(S pian yi inexpensive 6
ot piao ticket 13
e pido liang pretty 5
i ping bottle (of something) 30
SR ping guo apple 6
frFER ping pang qit ping pong, table tennis 25
T ping zi bottle (noun) 30
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U} qi ride (a bike, a horse, motorcycle) 19
it qi rise 30
+ qr seven 4
7 qi ché to ride a bike 25
"R qi che car 19
AR qi chuang get up 31
U qi ma to ride a horse 25
K B qi pian cheat, swindle 34
BEATE qi zi xing ché ride a bike 19
B qian money 22
i qgian bi pencil 4
HI gian bian front side 15
HTH gidn mian front side 15
i giang wall 17
Yl qgie cut, clice 22
g qin kuai diligent, hardworking 5
i qing please 1
B qing chu clear 20
Bk qit ball 33
P qu go 10
Hy qu to take, to fetch 33
LAE qu nian last year 8
W qun zi dress, skirt 17
R
N ran hou then, afterwards 26
H ré hot 6
i ré qing cordially 32
A rén person 2
AH rén kou population 6
AR rén min bi Chinese currency 33
AR rén shi to meet someone, to know someone 24
VN rén wéi opinion 24
INEL rén zhén conscientious 32
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&7k} réng to throw 33

E7MEL] réng diao throw away 33
H ri day 8
HA ri bén Japan 5

A rou meat 34
g 1t gud if 26

S

= san three 4
H sdo sweep 33
WK sha fa sofa 22
th shan mountain 30
i shang to injure 34
¥ shang ban to start work, to be at work 23
kil shang bian top side 16
% shang ché to get into a vehicle 23
A shang chuéan to get in a boat 23
i shang dian store, shop 10
AR shang ge xing qi last week 8

+ANH shang ge yue last month 8

i Shang hai Shanghai (a major city in China) 10
R3] shang jie to set out on a (local) trip (ie.,, to go 23

shopping)

i shang k¢ to start class, to be in class 23
bk shang 16u to go upstairs 23
% shang Iu to set out on (long) jouney 23
S| shang mian top side 16
IstE shang wu morning 9

= shang xué to go to school (daily classes or begin a 23

major course)

Wit shé ji ta blueprints 33
4 shén me what 1

A2 i shén me shi hou when? 10
R shén ti health, body 11
GBS shéng bing fall ill, become sick 25
A 1] sheng ci new words 33
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A shéng huo life 26

4H shéng ri birthday 8

TR shéng yin voice, sound 6

5 shéng zi rope 33
+ shi ten 4

= shi is, are, am 1

=+ shi matters or affairs 25
I} 1] shi jian time 9

i shi pin foodstuffs 19
H)L shir affairs, matters 31
4 shou to receive 25
F shou hand 32
e shou receive 22
FHl shou j1 cell phone 33
H shou dii capital 29
Wedh shou shi to put in order, to tidy up 33
7] shu tree 6

N shu measure word meaning a ‘bunch’ (of 30

flowers)

45 shil book 3

Ff shii bao book bag, backpack 16
o5 shii dian bookstore 14
fagiie shil fu comfortable 32
Fo4u shil jia bookshelf 16
v shu xué math (as a subject) 25
it shu yé leaf 34
fi shui sleep 20
K shui water 33
fE shui (shéi) who (commonly pronounced shéi) 2
KR shui guo fruit 5

HIE i shui jiao sleep 11
K- shui ping level 25
Y si four 4
74 si die 26
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FIHL STjT driver 25

1% song deliver, give (free of charge) 22
145 su she dormitory 12
B sud to lock 34
B LA sud yi SO 26
T
ik ta he 2
i ta she 2
Gl tan play a stringed musical instrument with 28
one’s fingers, pluck a string
AT ta men they (for a group of both females and 2
males)
A1 ta men they (females) 2
N tai too 5
Gk tai deng table lamp 17
N tai yang sun 308
W tan talk, discuss 26
R tang to burn, to scald 34
i ting to lie down or recline 17
wie tdo lun discuss 11
IR td0 yan hate, disgusting 19
3 téng to have pain 25
) (i kick 34
N tian day 8
KA tian qi weather 6
R Tianjin a city near Beijing 31
% tido measure word for roads 6
% tido measure word for skirts and dresses 24
BEEE tiao wit to dance 18
i tie to stick something to another thing 17
Bk it tig lu railway, railroad tracks 34
15 ting stop 30S
Wr ting listen, hear 20
T tong chang regular, ordinary, normal 18
[F] tong shi colleague, coworker 33
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[F] 2% tong xué classmate 3
T A tong zhi notice 33
3k tou head 32
SEL t shii guan library 10
i tui leg 25
{18 tut push 22
Jiid tud take off (clothing and shoes) 33
W
4L wai bian outside 16
&b wai guo foreign country 28
S| wai mian outside 16
AR wai y1 coat 17
5¢ wan to complete, to finish 22
i win late 31
BRI win fan dinner 22
= wan hui party (in the evening) 33
e b win shang evening, late, night time 9
+ Wang king, a common surname 1
oL wanr play, relax and enjoy oneself 19
(5] Wei great, a common given name 1
VKN wei shén me why 19
YN 5 Wwei xidn dangerous 25
1] weén ask 1
pald wén hua culture 26
A wén jian documents, papers 25
i @ wen ti question, problem 25
L wén zhang article, passage, essay 19
¥ wén zi mosquito 34
2 wo to hold 32
*® wo 1, me 1
Al w0 men we 2
fib= wo shi bedroom 33
I wil five 4
PR wii fan lunch 31
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BT wil zi room 22

X
e xi wash 11
[ipwl X1 bian west side 15
[N X1 gua watermelon 22
E=80 xi huan like 19
[liegia] X1 mian west side 15
iR xia ke to end a class 12
THE xia ban to get off work 23
ik xia bian under, below, bottom side 16
T xia ché to get out of a vehicle 23
T xia chuan to get out of a boat 23
AR Xxia ge xing qt next week 8
TNH xia ge yué next month 8
TR xia ke to end a class 23
TR xia 16u to go downstairs 23
T xid mian under, below, bottom side 16
IEBN xia tian summer 6
EE xia wi afternoon 9
T xiad xué to end a day of school 23
T Xia xué to snow 23
NGH] Xia yi to rain 13
5 xian first 26
ynas xian sheng mister, gentleman 1
HiAE xian zai now 10
Gis! xidng think, want, miss (long for) 24
(TS xiang jiao banana 6
Hr xiang zi box (large), suitcase 33
% Xido smile, laugh 32
4N Xido little, small 1
/A xido gou puppy 22
e xido hua joke 25
/NEH xido jié young lady, Miss (title) 1
AN xido shi hour 9
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/M Xido tou thief 33

LIS xido zhing headmaster, school principle 3
Le3 xié shoe 33
5 xi& write 11
UiRLil xié xie thanks, thank you 19
5 xié xin to write a letter 19
S xi€ zi write, write letters or characters 20
5 xin letter 19
B Xn new 5
B Xn xian fresh 5
AT xing OK 31
id3 xing surname 1
S xing fu. happiness 6
T4 xing li luggage 33
Py i Xing qi week 8
) xiong di brother 3
& Xid repair 28
L3z xid i to repair 25
RE xil xi rest, break, a day off 11
I xué gt term, semester 8
= xué sheng student 2
=% xué xi study 10
=295 Xué xido school 3
it xué yuan campus 15
Y
HE 5% yan jing glasses 17
R yan yuan performer, actor 32
] yao medicine 18
o yao want, will, intend 24
9 y&o bite 34
B yao shi if 26
5L ye page 16
03 ye night 23
sl yé also 2
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AT
EShs)
TR
V1%
P[]
ESEUN
L
i
H

X

&l
A3l
&L

yéye

yi

yi didnr
yi ding
y1 fu

yi hou
yi hou
yi huir
yijing
yi qi

yi qian
yi qian
yi xia
yi xiar
yi xie
yi yang
y1 yuan
yi zi

yibian...yibian

yin hang
yin wéi
yin yue
ying gai
ying guo
yIng guo rén
yIng wén
ying yi
yong
you

you

you bian

you ér yuan

paternal grandfather

one

a little bit

already

clothes

after

after

indicates a short time

already

together

before

before

indicates a short time or casual manner
indicates a short time or casual manner
some

the same

hospital

chair

while (two actions occurring at the same
time)

bank

because

music

should

England

British citizen

English language

English language

use

(1) indicates a repetition of an action
(2) indicates a succession of actions
have

right side

kindergarten
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31
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15
27

30
11

24

10
19
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M J&5 you ju post office 15
A8 you mian right side 15
HS 5% you pido stamp 33
R B R you yi shang dian Friendship Store 12
WK you yong swim 24
Moo X you....you indicates two actions that happen 28
in the same time period
Bk yii fa grammar 33
PIEEK yli mao qit badminton 29
R yl sin umbrella 33
T2 yu xi preview (a lesson) 33
S yl yan language 29
A yi yi raincoat 33
yuan round 5
$i yuin far 29
R BRE yuén zhii bi ballpoint pen 4
Bt 1 yuan zi yard, courtyard 34
H yué month 8
[P yue lai yue used to state a progression 6
13 yun dong sports, participating in sports 18
Z
7 zai an adverb that indicates an action 11
progress
1 zai in, at 14
T zai at, there exists, there is 15
1 zai to be at a place 22
1 zai (1) indicates a repetition of an action 28
(2) Indicates a continuation
1L zai jian good bye 1
HEAT] z&n men we 2
H z40 early 21
HR zdo fan breakfast 12
H zd0 shang morning 9
B4 z&n me how? 19
BAFE z&n me yang how? (when asking about the condition of 24
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i
i
i
FS
S

zhai
zhai
zhan
Zhang
zhang

zhang

zhdo

zhéo ji

zhao xiang j1

zhe

zhe

zhe

zhé ge xing q1
zhe ge yue
zhé me

zhé me

zh¢ xié

zhéng zai

zheér

zhi

zhi

zhi dao
zht hou
zhi qidn
zhong gud
zhong gud rén
zhong jian
zhong wén
zhong wi

zhou

something or someone)

to take off things [that use ]
pick (flowers, fruit, etc.)

to stand

a common surname

measure word for newspapers and pieces of

paper
measure word for table

to look for
worry, hurry
camera

aspect particle indicating a continuing state
or action

adverbial modifier to show the manner in
which an action is done

this

this week
this month
this much
$0, very
these

an adverb that indicates an action in
progress
here

only

measure word for pens and pencils
to know

after

before

China

Chinese citizen

middle, between

Chinese (language)

noon

week
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JER zhou mo weekend 18

fF zhu live 12
a = zhu yi pay attention to 24
i zhua to grab, to sieze, to catch 33
EilI%ES zhua zhu to catch, to sieze 34
4 zhuan y¢ university major 6
Jiit zhuang to bump, to hit 34
e zhuang load, pack 33
el zhuang xil decorate, remodel 33
HE& zhtin béi prepare 33
By zhuo zi table 5
HAT4 zi xing ché bicycle 4

z0u walk, to leave a place 12
& zOu Iu to walk down the street 32
53 zui most 19
bt zui hio best 26
=3l zui jin recently 11
RENR zui xi huan favorite 19
JHE Zuo measure word for buildings 5
(i zud to do 10
AR Zuo to sit 17
AR Zuo to ride in a vehicle 19
HEFN zu6  tian yesterday 6
feill zuo bian left side 15
i) zud mian left side 15
(4 Zuo yeé homework 22
(BIZN zuo ye¢ bén homework notebook 33
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