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FOR
ANNE
AND
HOOVER.
WITHOUT YOU
THIS BOOK WOULD
NOT EXIST.










SUPPOSED TO?
I DON'T LIKE YOUR
TONE!

“SHE WAS REFERRING TO
--I SUPPOSE--

MY UNIQUE ABILITY. SEE.
I'M WHAT YOU MIGHT
CALL A MUTANT. OR A
METAHUMAN. BUT THOSE
ARE PRETTY GRANDIOSE
NAMES CONSIDERING WHAT
I COULD DO BACK THEN.

AREN'T YOV
TYPES SUPPOSED TO
DO SOMETHING?

T T

“AT BEST, I COULD LIVE OFF OF
SUNLIGHT OR ELECTRICITY ALONE.
WHICH WAS GREAT FOR SAVING
MONEY FOR NEW COMICS DAY,

"I COULD ABSORE ALL
SORTS OF ENERGY--YOU
NAME IT, ELECTRICITY,
FIRE, RADIATION...

"BUT IT'S NOT LIKE
I COULD LIFT CARS...

AT WORST, IC
ABSORB KINETIC ENERLGY.

“BUT I'M GETTING AHEAD OF MYSELF...




“THAT'S REX, MY EVER-SMOKING ADOPTIVE FATHER.
. , HE HAD SOME GOVERNMENT CONSULTING JOB BACK
.LET'S BACK UP TO THAT MORNING. THAT'S v

MY APARTMENT BUILDING IN MT. HAVEN. THEN. AND I DIDN'T SEE HIM MUCH.
DON'T LET THE NAME FOOL YOU, IT WASN'T
ANYWHERE NEAR A MOUNTAIN.

YOV DIDN'T
THINK I'D MISS
TOUR BIRTHDAY,
DID You?

HEY, REX.
WHEN DID YOU
GET BACK?

"AND IT CERTAINLY WASN'T A HAVEN
BY ANY MEANS...

LAST DAY OF
SCHOOL, TCO.
NOT BAD/

o ef‘f . WHERE DID YOU
= | (no FREAKIN GET THIS? I DIDN'T
IT CETS ~—T WA )’I KNOW THEY MADE

BETTER. * TRICKY-BOTS SHIRTS
FOR GROWN-UPS/

BUT HOW'D YOU
KNOW TO LOOK
FOR THIS?

MY FIRST CLUE
WAS WHEN I NOTICED
SOMEONE WROTE “BUY THIRSTY
TRICKY-BOT STUFF” ALL O\JER/

“grown-ups’ \ 4
° ...right. e

MY PASSPORT.

wow...just lookit

this shirt...

HEY--WHAT ARE

YOUR PLANS FOR

TONIGHT? YOU DON'T

- HAVE ANY PLANS?

YOU'LL COME HOME
AFTER SCHOOL?

LOOK, I
WANT 70U TO
BE HOME TONICGHT. N
BRING KNOX AND
GIBSON.

I HAVE SOME
ASSOCIATES COMING
OVER THAT ID LIKE
YOV TO MEET.

,.
AND FOR CRYING
OUT LOUD, EAT
SOMETHING THIS
MORNING. -




HEY, KNOX! z
CHECK THIS ¥
CAT ouT/ >

GET OVER }
HERE! 7

SHUSH! %)~

“THAT'S MY BEST FRIEND
KNOX. BETTER TELL YOU
THIS NOW, SINCE IT
COMES INTO PLAY LATER
ON: KNOX HAS WEIRD
ABILITIES TOO. HE'S
IMPERVIOUS TO ALMOST
ALL KINETIC ENERGY.

“WHEN WE WERE LITTLE, HE
MADE A FORTUNE BETTING
OTHER KIDS THAT HE WOULD
BASH HIMSELF INTO TREES
ON HIS BIKE.

“WE USED TO THINK HE WAS
INDESTRUCTIBLE, BUT HE'D
OCCASIONALLY HAVE A CUT

OR SCRAPE.

‘I DON'T KNOW WHAT WAS MORE DISTURBING--SEEING HIM
SMILE AFTER SMASHING HIS FACE LIKE THAT, OR HOW MUCH
EVERYONE LIKED HIM BECAUSE HE COULD DO IT.

“THAT'S GIBSON. KNOX AND I
SPENT THE BETTER PART OF
THAT YEAR AVOIDING WALKING

TO SCHOOL WITH HIM. -

NO, ND...
Hﬁ‘g STILL |

GOING...



I'M WAITING .
FOR YOUR_SHOCKED
REACTION,

GIANT
CONVERTER
TRICKY-BOT.

BET THAT
TASTES GREAT Jirs
RIGHT AFTER T
BRUSHING ;
YOUR TEETH.

BRUSHING--7
oh, YEAH...

ok,
GROSS.

HEY, NUGGET
BOY/ WHAT'S
UP?

DAL

DON'T_NEED
‘EM. LAST DAY
OF SCHOOL.

Ah‘D IT'S

My SPECIAL
DAY. \

WELL, HERR

HYGENE. T GUESS B /i

THERE'S ONLY ONE
WAY TO FIND

NO WAY!
I DON'T WANT
YOUR_ MORNING
MOUTH GERMS/

TOUR
“SPECIAL

DAY"? Fip

I'M EATING

ICE CREAM FOR

BREAKFAST--/

e

AND THAT
MEANS.. .3,

b SPECIAL

DAY/

e

GIMME A

BREAK/!
WE USED TO
SHARE THE SAME
PIECE OF GUM WHEN
WE WERE KIDS/

)

ek,
(s

KNOCK
IT OFF/




- IT'S YOUR
OWN FAULT, YOU
KNOW. WHY DON'T
TOU GO HOME AND
CHANGE?

WHAT DO vOU
CARE? IT'S YOUR
LAST DAY/




LEAD'S ONE OF
THE SOFTEST
ETALS

der-ym pous s 34D
CARE OF THAT? cooL It/ -
N NEED
N A > DON'T BE
| S 74 SUCH A BABY.
: &

INTO LEAD AND YOU CAN i TOU KNOW,
PEEL IT RIGHT OFF/  / s MERCURY WOULD'VE
) / WORKED BETTER.

“SO THAT'S MY SCHOOL.
NO, IT'S NOT SOME ACADEMY

FOR GIFTED YOUNGSTERS. IT'S ; E “MY FRIENDS AND I WERE IN
7 F THE MINORITY WHEN IT CAME TO

DOING WEIRD STUFF LIKE TURNING
THINGS TO METAL OR ABSORBING
il FIRE, BUT IT WAS NO BIG DEAL.

A PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL.




| 1 GUESS THE PACE WAS SET ONCE MY SHIRT GOT —|
STAINED. I THOUGHT THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
WAS SUPPOSED TO BE A BLOW-OFF DAY ...

...DEDICATED
A LIFETIME TC i
PUTTING A COWBOY
HAT ON EVERY
ORPHAN.

SHE WAS THE

F THE 20TH
TURY.

MY, ah...MY
REPORT IS ON...
wm...REX DOYLE,
MY GUARDIAN.

L, p




-

YOU'VE USED THAT

WHAT? OLD KOOk AS YOUR
WHAT'S YOUR SUBJECT FOR EVERY
» PROBLEM? REPORT THIS YEAR.
= B
READINGC /. 1 (AU @ETH
I P Ne

2~ UL Ny o

’\r

“REX DOYLE:
INFLUENTIAL AMERICAN
"STATESMAN

OF THE 20TH
CENTURY",

4 YOV EVEN USED
HIM FOR THE WORLD

WAR ONE AND TWO
REPORTS, FOR

= CRYING OUT

I'M TELLING
YOU, HE WAS THERE/
BOTH TIMES/

HOW ABOUT N

A CIVICS REPORT, \gcee
INSTEAD OF A CREATIVE [
WRITING EXERCISEZ
WE'RE SUPPOSED TO
BE TALKING ABOUT
REAL HEROES.

w Uh.
THEN HOW CLD
IS HE? 1007

WHAT DO
YOU KNOW
dE0

7§
WHILE I'M

| SUPPORT A DEBATE
BETWEEN TWO

THINKING MINDS--

IDONT .
\ £

I HAD PHOTOGRAPHIC ONE THINKING, N2

PROCF, WHAT MORE DO
TYOU WANT?Z /\IND, ANTWAY.
LT F

-1 WON'T SIT

THROUGH ANOTHER CLASS “OkAY, SO MAYBE
LISTENING TO THE TWO OF L, 1L, I'M EXAGGERATING
YOU INSULT EACH OTHER, OF DOODLES- -1 A LITTLE.

GIVE ME THE REPORT. T'LL i

READ IT LATER.

OH...

: T s BUT IT SURE
}_ ) A & FELT LIKE THAT...




“WHATEVER THOSE "NOT LONG BEFORE "REX HAD SOMETHING "I THOUGHT MAYBE IT WAS

YO-YOS THOUGHT, THERE WERE A LOT TO DO WITH A GROUP BECAUSE THERE WEREN'T

I KNEW REX WAS MORE PECPLE WITH OF THEM WHEN I WAS ANY GREAT VILLAINS LIKE IN

A HERO, JUST LIKE WEIRD ABILITIES LITTLE. BUT THEN SOME COMIC BOOKS. IN THE REAL

IN COMIC BOOKS. LIKE ME. AND THE BIG DEAL HAPPENED AND WORLD. EVIL TAKES ON
STUFF THEY COULD NO ONE HAD HEARD MORE INSIPID FORMS...

DO WAS MUCH MORE
IMPRESSIVE...

FROM THEM SINCE.

HEE-HEE/
ok, J'ONN,

YOV AND YOUR
COOKIES...

“REX GAVE UP THE HERO
BUSINESS THEN. HE DIDN'T
LIKE TO TALK ABOUT IT

MUCH, AND NEVER TOLD
ME WHY HE QUIT.

\
“FOR INSTANCE... :

I'VE HEARD

DON'T COCK
YOUR EYEBROW
LIKE THAT.

“DEAR READER,
MEET BROOKE. MY
EX-GIRLFRIEND.

yOou
LOOK LIKE A
JACKASS.

“SHE DATED ME FOR
A WHILE TO MAKE HER
PARENTS ANGRY, THEN
DUMPED ME TO DATE

THE BASKETBALL TEAM.

Y (WA

THAT'S WEIRD.
I NEVER TALK
ABOUT YOU.

I kNOW YOU'VE BEEN
SPREADING RUMORS ABOUT
ME AND T#E BASKETBALL

SPEAK CLEARLY.
YOV SOUND LIKE
A JERK.

I'VE ALSO HEARD
YOU'WE BEEN CALLING
ME A “BEAST". THIS
WILL STOP NOW.

I WOULD NEVER
INSULT HANK McCOY WITH
THAT COMPARISON.

WHAT'S
THAT SUPPOSED
TO MEAN?




Ay

IT MEANS I'M
TRYING TO READ.
BUG OFF, 'WILLYAT

RE
TOUR LIFEF

WITH IT.

SOME FRIEND.
IF THE COMMIES EVER
DIl PULL A RED PAWN,
TOUT LEAVE ME ALOHE
TO SING THE HATIONAL
ANTHEM AND GET SHOT.
WOULDH T FOuT

JUST SHOOT
US AND BE DOWE

w/HICH
REMINDS ME--
TOU SPOKEN FOR
TOHIGHTT

TOU THINE
TOURE BETTER
THAN EVERYONE.
DON'T 7O

WELL. I'VE GOT

HEWS FOR 70U

AND ELA BLA ELA
BLABBITY BLA
BLA BLOOBIE
BLA BLO BLO
BLABLOOBIE

BUT MY LUCK WASN'T IMPROVING
THAT AFTERNOOMN--

STUFF?




"LAST ANNOYING CHARACTER,
I SWEAR. THAT LITTLE - i got largngitis!
GOBLIN IS NINA, KNOX'S = g 12
GIRLFRIEND. DUMB o0 don't i sound coo

AS A BAG OF

i could be in 3 scary

HAMMERS AND _ movie!
COULDN'T BE [

HAPPIER

ABOUT IT.

“SHE JUST HUNG ON HIM LIKE THAT ALL
THE TIME. IT GAVE ME SERIOUS CREEPS.

the county fair

aw, is thirsty is todayf

being pouty,
heoney bunny?

WHAT'S THE MATTER
WITH YOU? I'M NOT GOING
ANYWHERE NEAR THOSE DEATH
TRAP RIDES OR THE DAYTIME
TALK SHOW GUESTS WHO
OPERATE THEM/

THEN THERE'S

THE SMELL OF
MEAT, BEER, AND
CIGARETTES ALL
MIXED TOCETHER,

AND THERE ARE NO
B BATHROOMS/

T
MY SPECIAL

whiat will make
you ‘h‘dppa.’

THEY HAVE
PORTA-JOHNS.

THINK I'M STEE
A FO

THAT'S EVEN
WORSE/

Puh = P1 easef




SHEH:
WATCH THIS

--QOVER MY
SHOULDERS

A/
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YO, NUGGET DUDES/ YOU I
BOY/ WHATCHA - AT 0 [ coTTA CHECk ouT THE GUY RUNNING  ees2202
GOT THERE, — THE LOCH NESS IT IS LETTING OLDER ) “ @A
MIRRORS? 4o | LUNAR LEAPER?  KIDS JUMP AROUND WITH
@ ] THEIR SHOES ON/ _J—

N

_
(%

Z Oy
(S

WAIT UNTIL ofi e Veally A ann3 pla
CHRISTMAS. il il ol \ e docke

game!

I'LL LEARN YA
ABOUT SARCASM
LATER, GIBSON,

OF COURSE
I AM/ YOUR IDIOTIC
MIRRORS KNOCKED
MY PIN OFF/

MY ANTIQUE |
THOR PIN. THE ONE

I'VE HAD SINCE I
WAS A KID.

RETRACE
YOUR STEPS--

ILPUTIT \ |
ON BEFORE WE

CAME HERE, AND
IT'S GONE.

PLEASECPLEASE
DON'T LET ANYONE 1§ .
STEP ON IT... [




v O A\ )
v e
a
Y / |
Zz VA& /

BS

PRRNT s ¥o
; polis?

[e]

WOAH
v WOAH/ o )
] 1 (o

WHAT THE
HECK ARE YOU
DOING?!

CETTING THIS.
I SAW YOU PICK
IT UP. MINE.

EVEN
IF IT DIDN'T, IT'S
PRETTY CREEPY OF YOU
TO GRAB SCMEBCDY
LIKE THAT.

DON'T GIVE
ME THAT, I
JUST LOST IT/
WHAT ARE THE
ODDS--




s 2"’”‘;,
YW/ MAN...
} i o
) X

WHA--7

\..
o §
= //i 7
-
N
Q)
THAT'S HIM, YUP. RIGHT \
INNITZ WHERE THE BOSS
SAID HED BE.
DA

COME BACK,
TOU CRUMMY L
THIEF!

WHAT ABouT (I

THE CHICK?

BOSS DIDN'T SAY
NOTHIN' ABOUT HER. //

JUST THE BOYS. 'SPECIALLY

THAT ONE.

‘e AT
v, PROUD.

i vou waTcH \\
U e, okarz (gl

D L WE'RE
W | WATCHIN', WE'RE

‘Y WATCHIN'.
5 g | -"-
e :




L =i RIDE'S
e CLOSED, KiD. I'M
(05 (e ON BREAK
-
i =Y

JUST PASSING
THROUGH!

LET 'ER RIP,

PAL, AND THERE'S

A FIVER IN IT
FOR YOU/f

HANDS
OFF, JERK!

GIVE ME
MY PIN/

QIS SUMTN TA EAT

...LOOK. MAYBE
IT IS YOUR PIN.
I WAS JUST TRYING
TO GET YOUR
ATTENTION.

BACK
OFF OR I'LL
DROP IT/

SORRY ABOUT THAT,
BUT YOU SCARED ME. I'VE
BEEN WORKING UP THE
COVRAGE TC TALK TO YOU
SINCE GEOMETRY CLASS,
AND THAT ISN'T HOW I
IMAGINED OUR FIRST
CONVERSATION GOING
DOWN.

HUH?

THEN WHY

\ HIT ME IN

=\ THE FACE?
7

I KNOW.
ARE YOU SEEING
ANYOME RIGHT

NOW?
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7K

AN
OR THE
PIN, CH
HEE HEE

i \

HIARN —
il il =
ah... j -
NO...
I|
THANK
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TO MESS WITH

| | A GUY'S HEART-

STRINGS!




. AND A MINT :
CHOCOLATE 1!
\

AND A
CHOCOLATE ‘
DOBLE-SCOOP |

BLOW YOUR WOICE
OUT COMPLETELY.

then il
sound re 3”5

cool!

ANY SPECIAL
WAY I SHOULD
HANDLE HIMZ

I'M A BOTTOM-
LINE KINDA GUY.
THE BOSS SAID

USE ~
YOUR BEST
SUDGMENT.

—
o,

LOOKIT THE
WAY THAT KID
HANGS ON HIM,
THAT'S REALLY

EIRD

JUST GRAB

V| THE BOYFRIEND. | _
TLL GET THE |

gredse, isn't i+f =
we graduate,
then ao to
3 carnivalf




ryou're the
one that i

wint! do wop
do wadda

wadda--

|

.//
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ALL RIGHT,
ORANGE GUY.
LET'S GO HELP

JARED WITH THE

PRIMARY TARGET.

TORFPEDO BLACK

HAS THIS UNDER

CONTROL.

I THE FERRIS WHEEL AT THE ||
..... COUNTY FAIR WHEN THIS i
BlG FURRY GUY IN BLUE
JEANS SHOWS UP AND
STARTS TEARING THE
WHEEL APART..."




IND SOME-
PLACE TO HIDE,
KIDS. TLL CATCH =
UPWITHYOU s

g #, 28 gﬂ‘\\\\\ ' i
& Py

" 1 ToLD You
TO STAY HOME

I,ﬂm:n::mﬂ




)
YOU HAVE
MONEY?

FOR THIS.

WAY TA IMPROVISE, \. .
JARED. THE BOSS'LL
GIVE YOU A BONUS

OLD COOT'S
| SUPPOSETA BE
DEAD...

...AS YOU
CAN SEE, I AIN'T
QUITE DEAD
TET...

3k, well.
S'LONG AS HE AIN'T
BREATHIN' NOW...

PACK ‘IM VP,
GENTS. I'LL GRAB
THE KID,

MUCH AS THINK OF

I| LAYING A HAND ON THAT

BOY, YOU WON'T BE ABLE
TO SAY THE SAME/

R
T
BUT IF YOU SO

|







LET'S GET EVERYONE UP TO SPEED. MY DAY STARTED ON A PRETTY GOOD NOTE. IT WAS MY BIRTHDAY. AND THE
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL. BUT THEN I GOT CHOCOLATE ICE CREAM ON MY NEW SHIRT. MY BEST FRIEND CONNED ME
INTO GOING TO THE COUNTY FAIR. I MET THE PRETTIEST GIRL I'VE EVER SEEN, BUT SHE WAS TRYING TO STEAL
MY ANTIQUE THOR PIN. THEN., TC TOP IT OFF, THESE CRAZY MONSTERS AND GUYS WEARING GOOFY OUTFITS
SHOWED UP AND STARTED CHASING ME AROUND. REX POPPED UP OUT OF NOWHERE TC STOP THEM. BUT IT

WAS LOCKING LIKE HE WAS OUTNUMBERED...

ah, NUTS/
THE KID'S GETTING
AWAY!

FORGET IT.
MOVE A MUSCLE
AND YOU'LL END UP
LIKE YOUR ORANGE
FRIEND, THERE.
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BUT I AIN'T NO

! CASIER MILQUETOAST
NEITHER, AN--
SN/ o |
e, - [/
w.rl.,f . f kf]s ot e
TR ~. Iy s =y
2 i . \""\N::-u._“ e,

<& RAGH RAGH
= “-‘ RA GHA!

YOU GIVE

ME MILK AND P o
TOAST?
9%
RAGH! 2 bz, |
e
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...DON'T_THINK
THAT THOSE
MONSTERS MADE
ME FORGET/

I WANT MY
PIN BACK!

[| “BUT REX DID TELL ME

HANG ON .

TO YOUR DREAMS, E
THIRSTY! THE FUTURE

IS BUILT ON THEM/

OKAY, ANGEL:

TO FIND COVER... STUN FREQ
BLAST.

ELECTRICITY, SO
LET'S TRY TC
TRANQ ‘IM WITH
SONICS.

Y Fingf S
let me at
im, dicks

“YEAH, I KNOW. YOU
GOT ME. ALL THAT

JABBERING I DID LAST
ISSUE ABOUT HEROISM,

AND WHEN SOME REAL ! - )

SUPER-VILLAINS SHOW A ATTA GIRL. A
| VP, ALL I COULD DO ! 2 *03'5‘5 GMU};\I n%lgzk 4

WAS OBSESS OVER o 5

SOME COMIC BOOK : ] KNOW THAT?

I CAN ALSO
'SENSE” WEIRD OR
INTENSE ENERGIES,
SCORTA LIKE A
METAL DETECTCR.

“ANYWAY, THAT'S /
HOW I MANAGED TO |,
DODGE THAT aur'S /M)
CRAZY SPACE-GUN.

"I'D TRIED FOR
YEARS TO GET
PEOPLE TO REFER
TOIT AS MY
"THIRSTY SENSE'...




=" 1) STOP TO DEFEND HER AGAINST |
. THE NUT WITH THE GUN, —
",

.‘\..

b

SR |

€

0. -

W —

‘NOW, A HERO WOULD DO I/
ONE OF TWO THINGS:

;/"*n

7
g
| Al
e’

—

“2) TRY TO DRAG HER TO SAFETY.

-

7

[ . s
G v
Ol
T
4 >
|

b,

N SERVES YOU
wy RIGHT, YOU LOUSY
5, . THIEF...

“AS IF THAT WASN'T
ENOUGH TO PROVE I
WAS ALL TALK. I GOT
READY TO BOLT...




DAMN.
SHOULDA FIGURED
HE'D SHOW UP,
IF THE CLD

TOO
LATE, YA BLUE ANCGEL:

7 REPEATING
B CORILLA STUNNER
sLuGS/
PO L
2 T ping! &
= you got
N\ E. it, dick!

5\ b 5{;\ :
oF
N -
<

J THAT E

WAY! n
l‘ =l

1

| = \
megnii
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IF YOU WANT
HIS BOY, YOU'LL HA
TO DEAL WITH ME

FIRST.

EEYUCH.
WHATEVER YOU
SAY. CORNBALL.







"AND FOR '
you, SIR? N RAGHRA. e

ROS Wy | EY!

|

bl
S
0o
=

puin- L) |
= & a\[\ ParDON? ' '
B - & g \ —
| o
L )}
/ —
WHAT THE
HELL ARE YOU
=B - TWO DOING?!

THE BIG BLUE STONE

] GUY IS HERE! LET'S FIND |-
+  TORPEDO BLACK, NAB I
THE KIDS, AND SPLIT/

SLUSHIE s
FOR rou? ||

SPLIT MY
SLUSHIE?
-

...I'M THE KINDA

GUY WHO'S--NOT

mwo TO CRY--
‘.
‘I i 2 -

cewho is fhat
[l crizy man, honey
(] bunny? he acts like
that ereepy boy

IT'S CALLED
A PEDAGOCICAL
SOCIOPATHIC
BEHAVIOR!

I ONCE DATED A
CHICK FROM ACMUY

--HER MAJOR WAS
\ PSYCHOLOGY ...

1-/ . 7\ 7

JEE

Z

NOBODY
Sed,
=

IDONT =
KNOW. NINA! ]

LET'S JUST HOPE

HE STAYS DISTRACTED

=1 LONG ENOUGH FOR US
2\ TO GET AWAYI







“.ANOTHER THING I ALWAYS LOVED ABOUT ~ ]
HEROISM IS THE CLASSIC DILEMMA.

i, /

| “YOU kNOW, CHOOSING BETWEEN
/-] DOING THE DANGEROUS RIGHT THING
| AND THE SAFER, MCRE PRACTICAL

W& THING.

P

ARE USUALLY SCARED |—=
STIFF, YET THEY DO b
THE RIGHT THING.

/Dy : .
I’, “I ALWAYS WONDERED
B WHAT I'D DO IN SUCH
A DEFINING MOMENT. g

“THERE'S NO
QUESTIONING
WHAT KIND OF
PERSON YOU ARE
s 4 X AFTER THAT.

LN

“I COULD SAY THAT THOSE MOMENTS AREN'T
ALL THEY'RE CRACKED UP TO BE. BUT I WON'T.

b
“THIS MOMENT WAS EVERYTHING

IT WAS CRACKED UP TO EE.
T pUCK
|

\

“I JUST LET IT.
AND MYSELF, DOWN.

| S

==




YOU GOONS
HOLD HIMZ/!




E ,
3 ___ _.__ __m ._“.____ |




NN\
2

\_,..

OKAY. YOU GET
THE FURRY ONE

§ _ (i 5% - AND I'LL NAB--
'Y L .

e | “ws YOU OKAY,
opaL? )

I'M_GONNA
NEED SOME =
ASSISTANCE, |
HERE.

BEOJU?OY&SJM CAN'T STAND THE STUFF
GOULAS

MYSELF, SO HOWSABOUT
FORKING OVER THE KID
A ‘FORE I MAKE SOME, HEY?

FIGHTIN' IT QUT
LIKE CHUMPS/

WHAT GOOD'S
A FIST ACAINST
A GUNF

A~ | 3nd loaded,
' dick!

HNNN.




DUCK. WIN A PRIZE/ |
_ YOU CAN DO IT/

OKAY! PICK A

POINT. I STILL
HAD JUSTIFI-
~~] CATICON FOR
MY COWARDICE.

| ISSUE, kNOX CAN

WIS

“LIKE I SAID LAST

ABSORB KINETIC
ENERGY. THAT NUT
WASN'T REALLY
HURTING HIM.

“BUT I KNEW HE COULDN'T
BREATHE UNDERWATER...

Jou RE A

TOUGH LITTLE

CREEP, ILL GRANT
YA THAT...

SO LET'S
TRY A DIFFERENT

APPROACH/

\\.__-

I I THIRSTY! )

“THE POLICE!
OF COURSE! IT'S
THEIR JOB TO

STOP EVIL AND h “AND THAT'S

LUNATICS, NOT WHEN I FELT LIKE |

MINE! WHO WAS THE WORLD'S p
I TO STAND UP BIGGEST JERK. !

TO QUYS LIKE
THAT. ANYWAYZ

“THERE WAS
NOTHING I COULD
DO. NO ONE WOULD
DISPUTE IT. I WAS
OFF THE HOOK...

4

-

]

h

= ~
1




“...SEEMS LIKE A LOT OF MY
CONFRONTATIONS END UP
WHERE., TWC DAYS LATER.
I THINK OF THE PERFECT
THING TO SAY.

“THIS WAS

/ NO EXCEPTION. = |
|'; [

o

HUH?

AT

WELL, WELL.
GIVING UP, EHZ
SMART MOVE/

uk, NO.
NOT--NOT

-\' EXACTLY...
AT

GET...ah... .
Lo':E'.sT Y:%Jksr -\
US--LOU ~
HANDS OFF )
OF HIM...
= e
),
N

CALL THE

WELL, YOU DON'T LOOK
LIKE YOU'RE SPOILIN' FOR
A FIGHT, BUT WHO AM 1
TO ARGUE?
BACK IN THE
TANK, YOU!

...OR I'LL
RIP THEM OFF
FOR YOU!

YOU'RE TALKIN' |
MY LANGUAGE,
kID?/f




MAN, YOU'RE
hauf. hoff.. PRETTY SOFT
gk’nahid:‘;m CRUR ReEND. b, well
o 33... utt... . an, well--
give upz I WAS KINDA GL&E;’;?PIJ'?HUGPULD
HOPIN® TO HORSE
AROUND A BIT
"FORE TAKING
YOU IN...
B og K | a@
A CAuTion
#41
TELL DREAMLAND
| L TORPEDO BLACK
) |- J SAYS, “HEY"!
G~ -




DONT TOUCH HIM! HE MIGHT
STILL BE ELEgTR-‘C! MY DAD A

| 7

I--TFEEL )
FINE. THAT
WAS..A LOT

| B
# I\ OF POWER... . GENERATOR/
At
* T e Uk ’;‘22 KILLED SeEns
NPIA\ THATZ/ A\ NINA. ! ’
0"- R
=/ : ’ il BEFOR
7% 3 s ) \ (o LA ]
4 A& > N a
S L & b ;
2 I | R

o “" A &)
HOW?Z LIKE STICK ‘[
MY FINGER IN A LIGHT

SOCKET TO TEST -

MY LIMITS?

YEAH! I--

g .___*,.j-=— e R
e --”%"w . —
“ T3
50. |
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...C'’MON, YA APE. "; B

IS AND I DON'T
SHOOT, SEE?

!l SURE HE'S NEXT/
..llil!lllll'l'llslll].“l

s,
LI ”77/‘"

.. i = e (VasY!
P .
VN iy,
W \
‘ )
. _
o) - .
% % <
DAH, CRUD, THE 8. v
' N
HIS POWERS. ~
.
_7 -ﬂ \ )

THAT HARD. B ;in
WHERE THE KiD 6

Iy

»;;“

o

!
o, PLEASE. LIS
TELL YOU WHAT-- i‘.‘é'

ONE...

K -\
i I 7

THE BOSS'S ¢

KID'S ACTUALIZED

GONNA HAVE ME
WITH HIS BACON

“YEAH. I KNOW.
sl I CAME UP WITH
BETTER LINES LATER.
I WAS A ROOKIE,
CUT ME SOME SLACK.”

WAKE UP,
MORON/ WE CGOTTA

GET OUTTA HERE/S




OKAY,
I'LL PLAY ALONG--
YOU'LL NEVER TAKE
ME ALIVE, BUCKO!”

STAY BACK/
IT'S SOME SORT
OF GAS!

ROUND ONE,
CREEPS/

F X
THEY'RE < { I rext

GETTING )
AWAY ... d
) / a4
I'M ALL
/é{ Y . DID YOU
y RIGHT. HOW'RE
/ / A YOU DOING, SEE AT I
KIDDOZ ’
(] y F 5
LET 'EM. - 1
I'M TIRED. =
‘SIDES, WE COT N N ¥
MORE IMPORTANT \ ; e ) — ' ===
THING\E gs DEAL S~ -7 \ ¥ >

> S\ Y ' T
N f\ﬁ T

CRYSTAL--7

L
IT WAS KINDA HARD TO h AN OLD, OLD ENEMY.

MISS IT. CONGRATULATIONS, ID HOPED HE DIDN'T SAY HELLO OH, akn, HEH! YUP,
YOU'VE COME INTO YOUR KNOW WHERE YOU TO OPAL, ONE MEANT TO SHOOT YOU!
FULL POWERS. WERE. LOOKS LIKE ~ OF YOUR BODY- I'M, 2, PRETTY SHARP
GUARDS. THAT WAY AND--

HE DOES, AND STILL
\  WANTS You.

HOW DID
YOU KNOW YOUR
ENERGY WOULD
REFRACT THROUCGH

‘COURSE,
HE'LL JUST
WANT YOU

L)
N

THAT WAS
SOME FAST
THINKING.

AH, HECK.
I MISSED.

WAITAMINUTE- -
BODYGUARDS?




ID PLANNED ON LAYING ALL
THIS ON YOU TONIGHT. TURNS
OUT THAT, AS PARANORMALS (0.
YOU BOYS ARE PRETTY UNIQUE.

SO UNIQUE, IN FACT,
THAT THE ENEMY I MENTIONED
IS GOING TO HUNT YOU DOWN

WHEREWVER YOU ARE. SEE,

YOU FIGURE INTO HIS

PLAN.

T

HEY, KNOX/
YOV OkAYZ

PEACHY. GOT
YOU A PRESENT FOR
SAVING MY LIFE.

ot I

A PRESENT?

THOSE QUYS WERE
JUST CRONIES. IF THE
ENEMY EVER SHOWS HIMSELF,
YOU'LL KNOW IT.

WHAT ENEMYZ YOU
MEAN THAT NUT WITH
THE FUTURE-GUN?

=

BUT HOW DO I
FIGURE INTO HIS
PLANZ

fgf\: I THOUGHT I KNEW UNTIL
ViR TODAY. IF HE'S TRYING TO GET
}é‘ﬁ? TOU NOW IT MEANS HE'S MOVED UP
N Y HIS SCHEME BY THREE YEARS.
- I'M NOT SURE
s — . WHAT THAT MEANS
TNy - . FOR US.
BUT C'MON
HOME AN GET "y
CLEANED UP. T'LL \{‘ -
TELL YOU ALL = o
ABOUT IT. =
Shaek =)
— ) At
? )
ALL ABOUT
WHAT?
dude.. lookit A
the big gug... \
e ) Y]

o

I FOUND IT ON T

THOSE FREAKS
ATTACKED.

whiat's his
Prob]tm. hoﬂﬂ!ﬂ

YOUR _THOR PIN.
GROUND JUST BEFORE

HE
TO FIND IT.

then...this
wis her pin...

IT WAS RIGHT WHERE
YOU WERE STANDING BEFORE
YOU BOLTED OFF IN A PANIC

ih, NOTHIN
MAKES HIM
HAPPY...




EPILOGUE

AND THEY RETURN,
THE MOST PUISSANT
TETRAD OF VILLAINY

SOMEPLACE v "PROCORE!

JARED, THE
ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN,
AN INEXPUGNABLE
ADVERSARY/

THE IRASCIBLE
BIO-ENGINEERED
JUGGERNAUT,
APTLY (YET
CURIOUSLY)
CODE-NAMED

TORPEDO BLACK,

A PERNICIOUS ANTHRO-
POMORPHIC ROCKET,
IMPOSSIBLE TO IMPEDE
ONCE HE HAS FLOUNCED

THEN THERE IS
THE COPING STONE
OF MY QUARTERNION
CF EVIL: DICK, PAST
MASTER OF GIZMONETRY
AND MAHATMA OF

SKYWARD/

ORANGE quY/ MERCENARIES!

BETTER
BELIEVE IT.

WHEN SAID
QUARTET IS
SENT RUNNING
HOME TO
MAMA...

BY A
GIDDYHEADED,
FRECKLE-FACED,

HOBBLEDEHOY!

30, MY
UNEXAMPLED UNDERLINGS,
YOU MIGHT EXCOGITATE

WHY I EXPRESS
STUPEFACTION...

S54.




GIVEN THE EXORBITANT YOU SHOULD FIND
AMOUNT OF COMMERCIAL PAPER _NOT MENTIONING AMPLE AFFLATUS TO
UTILIZED IN PREENGAGING YOUR THE TIME SPENT IN IMPART TO ME AN

RATHER DUBIOUS SERVICES, THE SPADEWORK OF  expLANATION AS TO
EXHUMING THE BOY'S WHY IT WAS ALL

WHEREABOUTS, FOR NAUGHT/ SILENCE. YOU
DONKEY-FACED
CRETIN CF A HUMAN
IS HE TALKING TO CANNONBALLY
MEF 1 CAN'T UNDERSTAND
A WORD CF HIS GOOFY

MOON LANGUAGE/S

UH-HUH.
WELL, YOU
ALSO FORGOT
TO MENTION
DOYLE AND HIS
NUTTY MONSTER
IN YOUR
PAINTING.

SOPHISTRY?

THE ART OF TRUE
EVIL IS A DELICATE
BALANCE BETWEEN
THEATRICS AND
RUTHLESSNESS/

Yov
WERE APPOINTED
FUGLEMAN FOR THIS
INITIATIVE. AS SUCH, ANY
NONFEASANCE RESTS
ON YOUR HEAD.

HEY, I DIDN'T
TELL YOU TO HIRE
OR MAKE ALLA THESE
YO-Y0S. I PUSHED
FOR_ARMED TROOPS,
BUT NO-00, THAT
WOULDA BEEN TOO
SUBTLE FOR YOU.

COWARDLY BUFFOON/
SO YOU LET THEM STULTIFY
YOV INSTEAD OF AMELIORATING
THE SITUATION WITH WIT AND
CUNNING--THE WAY A GENVINE
MERCENARY WOULD/

HOW MANY
TIMES MUST I

REITERATE I/ \y BEVERAGES
IN THE CONFERENCE
CHAMBER/!/

. .‘9-




GET OUT OF MY
SIGHT. ALL OF You/
YOUR LEADER MUST
NOW FORMULATE A

SECOND PHASE

IRREFRANGIBLE

TO EVEN YOUR

EXCEPTIONAL
STUPIDITY!

ah...MY LORD.
HOW LONG WERE YOU
IN ATTENDANCE?

NNNN...
THIMBLEWITS--
PUMPKINHEADS/
I ASK FOR VILLAINS,
AND I GET VANDALS/

MOST DISAPPOINTED,
BRIGADIER GENERAL.,

LONG ENOUCH TO
GROW WEARY OF YOUR
MELODRAMATIC
RANTING.

MERELY
A MORALE
PROLIFERATING
MECHANISM, SIR.
THE MERCENARIES WILL
NOT BOTCH OUR NEXT
ISAGEMENT.

THEY MUST NOT.
THOSE CHILDREN ARE THE
CULMINATION OF DECADES

OF PLANNING.

THE BOY'S DISCOVERY

OF HIS POWER WAS NOT...
ENTIRELY UNEXPECTED.

HOWEVER, THE BOW USER
WILL SURELY STRENGTHEN HIS
VIGILANCE AFTER OUR FAILED
ATTEMPT TO CAPTURE THEM.




MY LORD. I GIVE
YOU MY UNEQUIVOCAL
ASSURANCES THAT THE
NEXT ENDEAVOR WILL
BE THE APOTHEOSIS OF

THE MOST FIENDISH

PULCHE E=c

I THINK NOT.

I WILL DEVISE
THE NEXT STAGE OF
OUR PLAN.

E..DEMORALIZING
OACH IS CALLED FOR.

AN ANXIOUS FOE IS
MORE LIKELY TC MAKE
MISTAKES. LET VS
INCREASE THE BOW USER'S
TENSION BY LOWERING
CUR AMBITIONS.

DO CLEAN
UP THAT MESS.

THAT WILL
BE ALL.







- .CHAPTER THREE:
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“OH, GROSS! YOURE
7 ¢ | KIDDING, RIGHT, REX?" |2

s _H__/-"FJC




I MEAN, CARRYING
AROUND DEAD ALIEN
BODY PARTS?

MAN, THAT'S
CREEPY.

TELL ME IT
WAS ONLY PARTS
OF THE SHIP, AND
I'LL BE OKAY WITH
IT. YOU kNOW?

OTHERWISE--
BLECCHH!

GIBSON, PLEASE.
SAVE THE QUESTIONS
FOR _WHEN REX
IS DONE.

THE METAL BONDED TO ORCGANIC
LIFE FORMS, AND LIVED ON THROUGH
THEIR SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP.

THE ONES WHO CARRIED THE METAL FOUND OUT
IT HAD A CORRUPTING NATURE--IT EVENTUALLY POISONED
THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO USED IT. BUT THROUGH THEIR NEWLY

ACQUIRED WISDOM, THEY DISCOVERED A WAY DRIVE OUT
THE EVIL INFLUENCES IN THE METAL WITH THEIR WILLS...

“THEY CLEANSED THE
FRAGMENTS AND RESHAPED
THEM INTO TALISMANS.
THE PURIFICATION OF

THE METAL UNLOCKED

ITS POTENTIAL.

“BUT NOT ALL OF THE METAL USERS
COULD GET RID OF THE EVIL IN THE
METAL. OR MAYBE THEY WERE EVIL
TO BEGIN WITH...

“THE USERS DISCOVERED NEW
ABILITIES TO CURE SICKNESS
AND MEND WOUNDS. THEY COULD
ALSO SHARE THEIR WISDOM BY

COMMUNICATING WITH OTHER
METAL USERS, REGARDLESS OF
DISTANCE OR LANGUACGE.

“THESE FIRST METAL USERS
WERE CALLED THE HEALERS.

“OVER TIME. USERS

WHO HAD RESHAPED THEIR
METAL INTO WEAPONS
OF DESTRUCTION BEGAN
TO APPEAR.









s

|
| R
B










..I STILL DON'T
SEE WHAT ALL THIS HAS
TO DO WITH US--

LIKE I SAID, THE

PROPERLY BY EITHER BONDING
WITH AN ORGANIC LIFE
FORM COR BY USING ITS
NATIVE FUEL.

METAL ONLY FUNCTIOW

THE BAD QUYS
COULDN'T CONTROL
THAT BIG MACHINE "CAUSE
THERE WAS TOO MUCH
METAL FOR ONE PERSON
TO BOND WITH.

NOT WITHOUT
AN INCREDIBLE RISK,
ANTWAY. EVEN THE SWORD
USER WAS AFRAID TO
TRY THAT. AND UNTIL NOW,
NO ONE COULD CONVERT
CONVENTIONAL ENERGIES
INTO THE METAL'S FUEL.




YOV REALLY
SHOULD BE PAYING
ATTENTION TO
THIS, GIBSON.

A1
el

DUDE, I'M ALL

OVER IT. THE HUMAN

MIND CAN CONCENTRATE

ON UP TO SEVEN THINGS
AT ONCE.

YOU GOTTA
HAVE A MIND,
FIRST.

THIS CONCERNS
YOU TOO, GIBSON.
KNOCK IT OFF.

ALL RIGHT.
ALL RIGHT...

mMin, | wis

all the way te

-/ IF YOU'RE

| SAYING I CAN
MAKE THE TYPE

OF ENERGY THE

METAL NEEDS,

YOU SHOWED ME
YOURSELF YOU COULD
DO IT WHEN YOU WERE

FOUR YEARS OLD. )

ID ALWAYS
SUSPECTED SINCE
I FOUND YOU AT
THAT CRPHANACE,
SO I GAVE YOU
THE BOW FOR A
MINUTE.

THE MOMENT YOU TOUCHED IT YOU
PURIFIED THE METAL. THEN I KNEW EXACTLY WHO
YOU WERE AND WHAT YOU WERE CAPABLE OF.

! N N

= N

I VAGUELY REMEMBER _THAT.
I THOUGHT YOU PLAYED A TRICK ON ME,
WHAT WITH ALL THE LICHTS AND CRAZY
NOISES. YOU TOLD ME IT WAS
A "MAGIC" BOW.

HEY, WASN'T

IT JUST A LITTLE
RISKY GIVING YOUR
BOW TO A KID?

the thing for the longest

o

i was terrified of

time after Hhat...

I DIDN'T GIVE IT TO HIM,

I LENT IT. IT TAKES A BIT OF

EFFORT_TO PASS THE BOW ON
TO A NEW USER.

AND YOU GOTTA
REMEMBER, ME AN’
THE OTHER BOW USERS
SPENT LIFETIMES KEEFING
THE EVIL INFLUENCES IN
CHECK WITH OQUR
WILLS

IT WOULD BE  N\D
A DIFFERENT STORY
IF THIRSTY TRIED
THAT ON

SWORD USER.

THE J
=

I DON'T THINK
I LIKE WHERE THIS
IS _HEADED, REX. YOU'RE

SAYING M THE GUY
THE HEALERS |
PROPHESIED?

NOW I E
TO GO AFTER THE
SWORD R7




PROPHECY CR NOT,
IT'S STILL YOUR LIFE AND
TOUR CHOICE. I'M JUST
GIVING YOU THE FACTS.

OPAL N ME'VE PLEDGED OUR
LIVES TO PROTECT YCU KIDS,
WHICHEVER WAY YOU CHOOSE.

THERE'RE OTHERS
LIKE U3, TOO.

WE WON'T TELL

YOU THAT YOU HAVE

TO DO ANYTHING, BUT

THE SWORD USER WILL

ALWAYS BE AFTER YOU,

AND YOU'LL NEVER
BE SAFE.

NO, YOU DIDN'T.
AND UNFORTUNATELY
IT'S NOT OFTEN ABOUT
WHAT ¥OU ASKED FOR,
BUT WHAT YOU DO
WITH WHAT
YOU GET.

THAT'S WHY
I WAITED UNTIL NOW
TO TELL YOU ALL THIS--
YOU'RE OLD ENCUGH TO
DECIDE WHAT'S BEST
FOR YOU.

SO HOW
DO WE FIT
IN, REXZ

THE SWORD USER
WANTS YCOU ALL FOR
THE SAME REASON.

YEAH!
YOU TOLD
ME TO PAY
ATTENTION.

THAT DOESN'T

MAKE SENSE.

I CAN'T MAKE
ENERGY.

BUT JUST AS THIRSTY
COULD SERVE AS A COMPONENT
FOR THAT ROBOT, SO TOO
COULD YOU AND KNOX.

YOU HAVEN'T FULLY
DISCOVERED YOUR ABILITIES,
KNOX. WHEN YOU DO IT'LL
MAKE MORE SENSE.

BUT YOU SHOULD KNOW
THAT EVEN DURING THAT
LAST CAMPAIGN WITH THE
ROBOT THE SWORD USER
WAS AFTER YOU. I TALKED
YOUR FAMILIES INTO MOVING
HERE FOR SECRECY AND
PROTECTION.

YOU BOYS HAVE BEEN
IN DANGER ALL YOUR LIVES.
I JUST WANTED YOU TO
KNOW HOW AND WHY.

OUR NEXT MOVE
IS VP TO YOV.




MIND IF ME AND
KNOX GET A BURLER
WHILE WE PROCESS
EVERYTHING?

THIS IS A LOT
TO TAKE IN, REX.

...GUYS MIND
TAKING ME TO |8
THE RECORD A

STORE?

THE NEW
JESUS LOVE
KNUCKLE ALBUM
JUST CAME
OuT...

7D

YOU AN' ME'VE
DEALT WITH THIS
UNFAIRNESS ALL
OUR LIVES.

NC. YOU'VE
EARNED A BREAK,
OPAL.

THEY'RE GOOD
KIDS, THEY'LL
MANACGE.

I'M GONNA
CALL GAELIN
AND MAX.




SOMEPLACE ELSE...

IT IS MY

SANGUINE EXPECTATION

THAT IN YOUR RESPITE

S0, MY YOU HAVE ADEQUATELY
UNHINGED GIRDED YOURSELVES FOR
HOOLIGANS/ A TREATISE CONCERNING
THE SUBSEQUENT TIER OF

OUR STRATAGEM/

A neOIEORING THE FINISHING
INDEED TO OUR SCHEME, MADE, D OUR THREE-
YOUR LORD DARNING THE HOLES PIECE SUIT OF VILLAINY
PARAMOUNT HAS MADE BY YOUR IS READY FOR WEAR/
BEEN RACKING EGREGIOUS /
HIS BRAINS... BUNGLING/

WE WILL
LANIATE THAT
POT-WALLOPING

1 THIS TIME,
ﬂsﬁ:’{fgkﬂrgugls | ) THE BRATLINGS

SENTINELS/ WILL BE OURS/




THIS IS WORSE
THAN LISTENING TO
AN AUCTIONEER. WHAT
THE HECK IS HE TALKIN'
ABOUT?

GOTCHA
COVERED, 'PEDO.

SIT TIGHT.

eh?
WHAT IS THE

MEANIN
B ITLL JUST
I RIGGLED TAKE A SEC.
UF A LITTLE
SOMETHIN' SO
THE FELLAS CAN 0
HEAR YOU - G
BETTER.
L4,
L &
1
Ll
Y)
4 o
=15 %
rEl) -

FLOOR’ 5

ONCE WE'VE RENDERED THE
COMEDIETTA OF THEIR LIVES
ILLEGIBLE, ALL OPPILATIONS WILL BE
EXTIRPATED! THEN WE SHALL DRAGOON
THE WHIPSTERS' YEOMANSHIP, AND WE
WILL HAVE THIS WORLD BY

THE THROAT!

TRANSLATING...
"ONCE_WE BEAT UP
THE BOW USER AND
EXPLOIT THE KIDS,
WE'LL RUN THINGS
ARQOUND HERE.”

YOUR PREVIOUS
ATTEMPT BETOKENED THE
INTELLECTUAL PREPOLLENCE OF A STATE
UNIVERSITY STUDENT/ THE BOW USER'S
ASSIDUOUSNESS CAN ONLY HAVE
INTENSIFIED AFTER YOUR ABORTION
OF MY OTHERWISE UNBLEMISHED
PLOT/! HEREAFTER I HAVE MORE
SALIENT RESULTS IN
CONTEMPLATICON/

“YOU ARE ALL STUPID.
DON'T SCREW UP AGAIN."

HEY, NOT
BAD, DICKS
THANKS/




EACH SECTION OF
OUR ORCHESTRA OF
VICIOUSNESS WILL
T '
FRONTS. THE RESULT Wil I SURE COULD

ENOUCH CANDY
AROUND HERE.”

HNH.

GUESS THERE
WERE STILL A COUPLA
BUGS LEFT IN ITS
SYSTEM...

YOU AND
I WILL HAVE
WORDS LATER.
DICK.

...RIGHT.
SO THIS IS
THE PLAN...

YOU'RE

DOGMEAT,
PN DICK, RIGHT
0 IR
Q CANDY




DON'T YOV GQUYS YOU KNOW, YOU'RE MISSING
WANT TO COME IN? OUT ON ONE OF THE FINER ASPECTS
OF BEING YOUNG BY NOT TURNING

ON TO NEW MUSIC.

WHAT FOR?
WE SAID WE WERE I
COING OUT FOR }
BURGERS.

I'LL SAVE IT FOR
MY MID-LIFE CRISIS. OKAY,
RIGHT NOW I WANT MR. POUTY.
FRENCH FRIES.

CRAB YOU A
ODA.




YOU GOTTA HAND
IT TO THE BOSS.
HE ALWAYS KNOWS
WHERE THE KIDS'LL
BE AND WHEN.

COME ON.
THAT'S NO BIG
FEAT IN THIS
JERKWATER
TOWN.

FINE, YOU

TRACK ‘EM

DOWN NEXT
TIME.

I DON'T
SEE THE BOW

USER NOWHERE,
BUT WHY TAKE

CHANCES?

‘PEDO, YOU'RE AIR
SUPPORT AND RECON.

I'LL TAKE THE
REAR, AND WE'LL
PUT THE MALACHI
CRUNCH ON THOSE

PUNKS.




78

| "UNDERSTOCD, REX. |

H:SE% X

DLES J5f

“YES. WE HAVE THEIR
VEHICLE IN SIGHT NOW.

HOME OF THE
19¢ BURGER

TELL ME HOW TO
DEACTIVATE THIS...
TELEPHONE. MAX.

JES’ HANG IT
BACK UP ON THAT
THERE HOOKY THING
ON THE DASH.

TOUR TOY WILL
NOT COOPERATE
WITH THE "HOOKY
THING".




: - eveno omid |
JT'STﬂIT\dE;'?EI;?JBNE, - USE JHESE STEdDA | )
AN IT'S WUNNA THE — REG'LR PHONES. =
BES LIL' GAJITS AH 2 YOU'LL BE ABLE ~
GOT YET. N TA TALK WHEREVER ~).
/ 2 AN’ WHENEVER
i /S YOU WANT.
TN 4
\ / -
\ ! __..f/
- (" THE MIND REELS AT
THE POSSIBILITIES.

Aw, DON'T BE SO GLUM,
PARTNER. ALL WE GOTTA DO IS
TAIL THE KIDS TA THE BURGER

JOINT AN’ BACK, SO'S THEY
DON'T GET IN NOT TROUBLE.

NOT ONLY IS THIS
A WASTE OF MY TIME,
IT IS COWARDLY. I
FIND MUCH THAT IS
QUESTIONABLE ABOUT
REX'S LEADERSHIP
LATELY.

WELL, AH AIN'T
COMPLAININ' ABOUT
THE DOWN-TIME. WHAT
SAY WE GRAB US SOME
BARBECVE AFTER--

THAT IS JUST THE
POINT. REX'S "FOLLOW
AND PROTECT” TACTIC

REEKS OF IDIOCY.

IF THE ENEMY ¥
HAS ALREADY
ATTACKED, WE
SHOULD TAKE
THE FIGHT TO
THEM.

LOCKS LIKE
WUNNA THEM VARMINTS
IS AT IT ACGAIN,

HOPE YER STILL
ITCHIN' FER A FIGHT,
GAELIN.

7 WHERE IS YOUR
TIRE IRON?

HIND YER
SEAT.

—{ HAND IT TO
=5 ME. AND PULL
UP CLOSER.

GOTCHA.

f
r—u“’ﬂ!!;‘f.
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S0, DO YOU WANT
McTASTY BURGER OR
McTACO BOY? )

I DON'T CARE.
McTASTY BURGER.

— b
v -‘«.__ T, GAE“N; —
[ o

-

ERT =_"-'_-'__';'_';'":"
BE MORE
M.

/] E I

W




WHAT'S THE KIDS'
POSITIONZ

TORPEDO BLACK'S
FACE! YOU CREEPS

IS JACKET...

\ AN ENEMY. J




LIL" SOMETHIN'
FOR JACK B. NIMBLE, |
ANGEL. N
W
- "'C

TASKATION IS N
- 4

HE PACKIN'Z s} “E mHC}_LgT LD d IF YOU TRULY XX
S kinG LOT- DON'T I GET WERE WHAT YOU ¥

BE HERE NO POINTS [ CLAIM TO BE, YOU

. FOR TRYIN'? WOULD DISPENSE

WITH THE IDIOTIC

K QUIPS--

CONTINVE YOUR
PROTECTION OF

I WILL DEAL
WITH THIS P4TH§T-‘C

EXCUSE FOR
MERCENARY.

" OH, YeEAH?
WELL, PHOOEY
ON 'YOU--

Z 740







WHATEWE J0ST 3
| HAD McTASTY BURGER NESQQO*L{%BEET N MAAE?‘GP
A FEW DAYS AGLO A McTACO BOY YOUR MIND/

<TACO _BOY.
FOR REAL. )

I'M NOT DOUBLING
WOAH, WOAH, \ BACK THE LONG WAY.
WHAT ARE YOU DOING? 'SIDES, COPS ARE NEVER
U-TURNS ARE ARCUND IN THIS TOWN.
ILLEGAL/S HAVEN'T YOU NOTICED?

...COULD YOU
AT LEAST CET BACK
ON THE RIGHT SIDE
OF THE ROAD?




NOW YOU
DONE IT, PARD.

|

2k
[/

=L TR
e — &
- L 71—

[ []]
..-. "‘;

o= fé::-
)

/[]

YEAH, AH RECKON
AH KNOW WHO YOU
ARE. AN WHAT YER AFTER.
WELL, FERGET IT/

BACK HOME WE
GOT A NAME FER FELLAS
WHAT HASSLE FOLKS
SMALLER'N THEM--
BULLIES!

—7 AN MaH PAPPY N\
USED TA SAY, AINT |\

=4 BUT ONE WAY TO |
\_ DEAL WITH 4 BULLY: _

Z] )~



AH'M TOUCGHER
THAN A SNAP-ON
WRENCH SET IN
THIS FORM.




f WHAT
| COMES ON THE
\ ENCHILADAS?

WHAT ABOUT
THE CALIENTE
BURRITOS?
THEY HOT OR
WHAT?

MAN, IF
YOU'RE GOING
TR
GO. INSIDE. . heckuva lot

easier if

I NEED THREE
QUESADILLAS...

:EOE% ?I'?IEJ "I KNOW IT'S BEEN SAID
e WANT BEFORE. BUT I HATE THE

THEM. DRIVE-THRU.

“WHEN DEALING WITH AN
ESTABLISHMENT OPERATED
PRIMARILY BY TEENAGERS.
YOU WANT EVERY ASSURANCE
THEY'RE NOT GOING TO SPIT
IN YOUR FOOD.

YOU CAN KEEP AN
EYE ON THEM.

cauaféfgfﬁns
L ’ A NACHOS
NO TOMATOES—crersTs BURRITOS...
OR LETTUCE.. McGRANDE...




= THAT'S THE

GAL WHOSE PIN
I TOOK!
s
;-’
i ‘16
S ——
WELL, DON'T
WHAT? S a ——_ | WORRY. JUST DUCK
SOMECHNE YOU ; DOWN. SHE'LL BE
\  HATE AGAINZ / GONE IN A SEC.
. —




BECAUSE I
STOLE HER FIN BY
ACCIDENT/

I GOTTA RETURN
IT, BUT I DON'T
KNOW WHERE SHE
IVES/

S0, SHOULDN'T
WE GO BACK TO YOUR
PLACE TO CGET THE
PIN FIRST?

]| e '
NO. I HAVE IT y
IN MY POCKET. .

S UST

HE J
TURNED SOUTH
ON EVCLID.

' oW MUCH
STUFF DID YOU
m ORDER?

L . 7] 2l =3
SO YOU'VE BEEN — _ P !

CARRYING THIS PIN - .
ARCUND IN YOUR POCKET [ > C
JUST IN CASE YOU EVER a9 { e
FIND HER AND CAN MAKE [ W 4 . N | | B
oA\, THINGS RIGHT? ) ENSAY | | /

e

...HERE, TAKE
THESE, AND WE
CAWN GO AFTER YOUR
GIRLFRIEND.




LET'S SEE...
¥99-FBP...
IT'S HERS.

HEY, REMEMBER.
YESTERDAY? 1 SAVED
YOUR LIFE?

HEY, REMEMBER_THE
LAST TWO YEARS? I'VE
BEEN YOUR WHEELS?

well see Y
HOW COMPARABLE
IT IS WHEN YOU ASK
FOR MY CAR SO YOU
CAN TAKE THAT
CHICK OUT.

1 TOLD YOU!
IT'S NOT LIKE
THAT!

“AND HERE IS FURTHER TESTAMENT
TO HOW IDIOTIC I ACTED BECAUSE
OF THIS GIRL.

(AS IF
WHAT I
DID IN
PART ONE
| WASN'T
ENOUGH,
RIGHTZ)

“I'D NEVER,
EVER DO THIS
NORMALLY.




“S0 DO AS I SAY. DON'T
DC AS I DO. KIDS.

b}
esm?ﬁ s
R0 pNER

NO MATTER HOW CUTE
SHE IS.

—

— S5
WHAT THE
HECK ARE yYOU
DOING?

-
—
—_—

\

I

LT

.S OME
Kinea
hammer?

“IT'S AGAINST THE LAW,

WITH Yov,

RIGHT?

il

oh, dh...dkhrum-gh...
THIS WASN'T_IN YOUR
BOX. I WAS JUST
PUTTING IT BACK.

ANANANSAARAANAA AR

AH.,.DOES A
GAL NAMED SAM
LIVE HERE?

ah..dheh...
TH-THEN MAYBE
YOU CAN GIVE THIS
TO HER.

I FOUND IT
AT THE COUNTY
FAIR _AND I BELIEVE
IT'S HERS...

—

THANKS.

TTTTTTT]

|

IC

=

“RICK!
\— 1

Il

/4

“THAT NAME HAS SINCE | |
BEEN BURNED INTO MY |
—— MEMORY AS THE MOST

LOATHSOME SOUND IN
THE WORLD.

“I DESERVED IT.
SURE. BUT THAT
DIDN'T MAKE IT

ANY EASIER.




——

HEY, IT'S axr\é\ézﬁ% :ER.U TO & - —
NOT LIKE YOU ' LEAP INTO YOUR | "RICK!” YOU TRIED
CAN BLAME ARMS WHEN YOU TO BEAT HER UP

GAVE THE PIN WHEN 7OU FIRST
z "B MET, FOR CRYING
GUT Loup!

THE U7,

| YOUD DO
] THE SAME A

THING, IF SHE
L WAS YOUR
| CIRLFRIEND.

S07 HOWD

DID YOU

WHAT'S Y———
HER NAME, [
ANYWAYZ )

WRONG
WITH YOV,
THIRSTY...?







GREETINGS.
BOW USER
WE HAVE BEEN
EXPECTING
YOu.

WHAT'S WITH
THE SHADY LOOK?
AND WHERE'S THE

REST OF THE

GROUP?

WE THOUGHT
IT BEST TO
HANDLE THINGS

DISCREETLY
FOR NOW.

TOU NEVER
KNOW WHO MIGHT
BE LISTENING,
THESE DAYS.

1] l
IT IS LONG
OVERDUE THAT THEY
ATTEND TO THE TASK
ASSIGNED TO THEM.

WE'LL TRAIN
THEM FOR THEIR
FIGHT W 'T

BUT THE TIME
HAS COME TO
RELEASE THEM.

ol
1‘ THEY MUST
STOP THE ENEMY,

ONCE AND FOR
ALL.

THEN YOU |
THINK HE'S |
BACk, TOO.

OKAY, LET'S
GET THIS SHOW
ON THE ROAD. HOW "=
SOON CAN YOU
GET HEREZ

‘ (1AM AFRAID
| | THaT IS ouT oF
| I\ THe QUeSTION.

YOU WILL

BRING THE
CHILDREN ]|
TO US.

YOU HAVE
DONE AN EXCELLENT
JOB PROTECTING THE
CHJI.DR%EJ BOW

IF AND WHEN
THEY DECIDE TO
FACE THE SWORD
USER, THAT'S WHEN

‘ll IT°LL HAPPEN/




SENTIMENT IS
A DANGEROUS GUIDE
IN THESE TROUBLED
TIMES.

THE THIRD
DESCENSION
IS UPON US.

YOU WOULD

EMPT TO
FERE WITH

ITS PASSING?

SO DON'T
HELP ME KEEP

THE ONLY WAY
YOU'RE DRAFTIN' THE
KIDS INTO DOING OUR

RTY WORK IS BY

GETTIN® PAST ME.

" THERE'S
MORE'N ONE WAY

FOR A PROPHECY
TO PLAY OUT.

BUT THAT
AIN'T THE
POINT.

I CAME HERE
TO SEE IF YOUD
MAKE GOOD ON A

PROMISE.

WE VOWED
TO PROTECT
THE KIDS.

NO, IT'S ALL

RICHT, OPAL.

WHAT'S GOIN
ON?




( coME ON, Y e o B S
Al BrONCO!
3 AP tz e
Ve s 2 GIMME
-. " : " o .. -
,’;.-- - (3
q

7 / 7

“Zan

—_= SOMEBODY'S =
- 4 LIABLE TA GET ONAI THESE ek
R CAN'T N N e Wik
HAVE THAT, [ s N\ , >
2 Now. ~ ZRCARIS Tl [ )
\ " ._ “l = S E
i T

=
-

PROB'LY DON'T
MATTER TA YOU. | #
BUT KkIDS LIVE

YOU HOW WE
TOOK CARE O




WELL, WHEN Y/
YOU PUT IT
A THAT WAY...

ANY LAST
WORDS,
"MERCENARY"?

|| e N— COWARD/

FACE ME/
: O | A\ AT ~
O g . =3 :
N S N —
— _woTTA e -
MAROON/ @ 0



ah, SAVE
THE NOBILITY
CRAP FOR THE §
LADIES!

7 HEY, HERMANDO/ |
THAT HOW YOU
DEAL WITH AN
ENEMYZ

THEN WE
HAVE ONLY
TO FINISH
THE JOB...

GAELIN/

THEY TURNED
TAIL WHEN THIS
HERE SIDEWINDER
BUSH'-:UE'.‘PI‘ACKED

AH LEFT A
MESSAGE AT REX'S
THEY WERE ON THEIR
WAY HOME.

WE JUST
CAME FROM THERE
AND WE DIDN'T

SEE THEM.

HOWDY

REX, OPAL! HANDS TO

YOURSELF, GAELIN.
NC CONE DIES 'LESS
A\ IT'S NECESSARY.

-
YOU HAD BEST ()
GO AND FIND THEM, -
REX. I WILL DEAL
WITH THESE TWO.
yeih, Keep
talkin', ya

WHERE'RE N |
THE kiDS? |
THEY ARE
RETURNING
HOME.

NINJA GAELIN'S
GOT IT RIGHT.
FELLAS--




DOWN, TA
SISSIES!

-=¥Y0ou X
ACED AE-WHEN RAGH RAG
YOU HAD THE y RAGHA RAC‘HI

CHANCE/!

I’LBLO,S?\[%P}N(?N v GIMME SOME
BACK/ .- o QAL

LET'S GRAB 'PEDO
AND SCOOT/

GENTLEMEN--
IT'S BEEN A
PLEASURE/

BRI
BOYS ARE MORE OPAL N' ME

IMPORTANT/  ax, yoU AND Ikl CHECK
GAELIN GO LOOK APARTMENT.

WHERE YOU LAS
SAW THEM.

they'd better
be 3l right...




.. THAT'S
WEIRD. WHERE'RE
X AND OPAL?

MAYBE
THEY WENT
OUT FOR FOOD,

TOO.

LORD, I HOPE
NOT. YOU'VE GOT THE
PROVERBIAL KIDS IN
CHINA COVERED,
HERE.

..OKAY,
I'M STARTING
TO FEEL LIKE THAT
GUY AT THE END OF

"AIRPLANES”

hee
hee!
SR J
oy, <
\ =
| é [a] OH MAN
| OH MAN

' Q OH MAN







OH, GREAT
HAPPINESS/

VE
LIKE SO MANY WET
BROWN BAGS/

CAREER IN VILLAINY
A WORTHWHILE
ENDEAVOR/




YOU HAVE EFFECTUATED
TOTAL EXPUGNATION WITH A
DEGAGE PANURLGY, MY SCATHFUL
SUBVERSIVES/

YOUR RECENT
FAILURES AND AFFRONTS
ARE NOW FORGIVEN!

HEREAFTER I AM
INDUBIOUS OF YOUR
ADROITHNESS! OUR NEXT
COUP WILL BE A POEM
OF PERDITION/

7 ...OKAY, I CAUGHT
"ADROITNESS.” HOW
DYOU SPELL IT?

THANKS.

HARD TO BELIEVE HE CAN
ACTUALLY SPARE A KIND WORD
ABOUT US ONCE IN A WHILE.

IS HE?
I STILL CAN'T
FIGURE OUT WHAT

HE'S SAYING. HOW .o
YouU
“PERDITION? E . caiud

YOV WILL HEY, JARED. HOW
ASSUREDLY CONCEDE IS IT YOU KNOW ALL
THAT MY NEXT PROSPECTUS THESE NUTTY WORDS?
DESCRIBES A MALEFIC SCHEME
UNMATCHED IN SHEER
FLAGITIOUSNESS--

ME WIN BAFFIN
ISLAND SPELLING BEE
THIRTEEN YEARS
IN ROW.
REALLY/!

YUP. ME GOOD
SPELLER.

WOAH, I AIN'T
EVEN TOUCHING THAT
LAST ONE...




THOUCH YOUR
PERPETRATIONS HAVE
REDEEMED YOUR HERETCOFORE
SUPERLATIVE BUNGLING,
FURTHER BACK SLAPPING
MUST WAIT UNTIL AFTER
I HAVE DELINEATED OUR
NEXT MOVE/

RELAX, BOSS. WE
GOT BUCKETS OF THAT
STUFF. YOU SAID YOURSELF
WE DID A BANG-UP JOB.

‘SIDES. I LOT
SOME NEW TRICKS
UP MY GAUNTLETS.
WE'LL BRING YOU

"I'HESH_JDS ON A

THE BRIEFEST OF
INTERVALS IS ALL WE MAY
POSSESS BEFORE THE BOW

USER AND HIS MINIONS
UNBEGUILE THEMSELVES!

THEREFORE, WE
MUST CUDGEL THEM
POST HASTE/

NOW MORE
THAN EVER, I CALL
UPON YOUR CELERITY
AND KNAVERY/

HE DID?
lessee. "Knavery,”
Knavery..




IAM A
REASONABLE
MAN.

YOUR COMEDIC
BICKERING IS NOT ONLY
AN EMBARRASSMENT
TO YOUR PROFESSION:
IT IS A THREAT TO
MY GOALS.

CHANGE.

BUT I HAVE BEEN
WORKING TOWARDS
THIS DAY FOR
SOME TIME.

AS HIRED MERCENARIES,
THE CONSEQUENCE OF FAILURE
HAS MERELY BEEN LOSS
OF YOUR SALARY.

IN THIS CRITICAL
HOUR, THE REWARD FOR
FAILURE WILL BE MY...
UNMITIGATED WRATH.

YEAH, THAT'S GREAT.
HEY BOSS, WHO'S THE
BIG-MOUTH WITH
THE TIKI MASK?

I DO NOT FIND YOUR
CAVALIER ATTITUDE... IT IS A RATHER
AMUSING. DICK. UNWELCOME
COUNTERFOINT
TO THE STRENGTHS
OF MY PLANS.




I AM..MOST DO I MAKE
ECONOMICAL WHEN 4

DEALING wiTh MYSELF CLEAR?
IMPEDIMENTS TO

MY SUCCESS.

EXCELLENT.
THEN TAKE
YOUR SEAT.

PERMIT ME
TO ACQUAINT YOU

KH-HN. WITH THE CORYPHAEUS
MY LOOSE-ENDED OF QUR. MALICI
(Gatape ) or o aticios~ LORD

CHARMED,

17
I'M SURE. o
¥

N MY
o | yaidnanan.. ULTIMATE

GENERAL.
!
THIS IS THE PLAN
EXEMPLIFICATION
OF CONTRIVANCES
I LIVE FOR--

--TCO JUGULATE

AN ENEMY WHEN HE
LEAST FORESEES IT/

BEHOLD--

BAH-HA
HA-HAHAAA!




...DAMN/
WHERE'S
THAT KID?

TAKE IT EASY,
REX. THIRSTY
AND MAX WILL i
BE BACK SOOHN. J

no Answer

3t his house...

el
KNOW WHAT
IT MEANS IF
THEY GOT
GIBSON.

BUT WE
DON'T KNOW

ANYTHING FOR
SURE, YET.

IF ANYONE
WERE TO
ASK ME...

PERHAPS SOMEONE

SHOULD. WE MIGHT NOT

BE WORRYING ABOUT
THIS NOW.

WE WOULD
KNCOW A GREAT DEAL
IF WE SPENT LESS TIME

BABY-SITTING AND
MORE_TIME FIGHTING
THE ENEMY.

INTERESTING

CONSIDERING YOU
WERE SUPPOSED TO BE
PROTECTING THE BOYS
WHEN GIBSON VANISHED.

THAT MAY Bl
GAELIN. BUT N
ONE ASKED V'

I WAS DOING
QUITE WELL UNTIL
YOV INTERFERED.

HAD YOU LET ME
DEAL WITH THOSE
MERCENARIES IN
MY OWN WAY--

DO YOU REALLY
THINK IT'S NECESSARY
TO BE DRINKING SO
EARLY IN THE DAY?

NO. BUT NEITHER DO
I NEED TO PASSIVELY

ENDURE YOUR PATHETIC [
BLEATING. AND HERE I AM.




THAT REMARK JUST
GOES TO SHOW HOW GlLiB
YOU'WVE BEEN ABOUT THIS
WHOLE SITUATION.

IF YOU AND
MAX TOOK THINGS
SERIOUSLY--

OH, COME
COME, OPAL.
SERIOVSLY,

YOU SAY?

AFTER ALL,
THE BOYS ARE
USEFUL ONLY TO
THE ENEMY.

REALLY MEAN
TO TELL ME THAT
PLAYING HOUSE
WITH CHILDREN
IS A SOBER
PASTIMEZ

AND HAS IT
NEVER OCCURRED
TC YOU THAT A MORE
ELEGANT SOLUTION
TO OUR PROBLEMS
MAY EXIST?

\

I'M GOING
TO PRETEND
YOU DIDN'T
SAY THAT.

THAT IS A
COMFORT...

I'VE GOT
ENOUGH TO DEAL
WITH WITHOUT
LISTENING TO THE
TwWC CF YOU PLAY
MONDAY MORNING

QUARTER-
BACKS/

GIBSON'S ABSENCE
HAS ANYTHING
TO DO WITH
THE ENEMY.

MAYBE I
SHOULD HAVE GONE
WITH THIRSTY TO

FIND HIM.

OH? I THOUGHT
YOU WERE GOING
TO PRETEND I DID
NOT SAY THAT.

BUT WORRY NOT,
MOTHER HEN. THIRSTY
IS SAFE. TO USE YOUR
DEFINITION, MAX TAKES
THE SITUATION
SERIOUSLY.




ONCE YOU
START, THERE'S

o JES' GIMME
THE WORD,

BETTER PICK
IT UP/ KNOX'S
RECORD IS NINE

SECONDS/

DY--
D'YOU NEED
ME TO TAKE
THE WHEEL?

=
{ SEVEN
\ f " SEKKINS,

‘P‘P LIL" PARD/ /-

DISQUALIFIED!

I THINK YOU JUST
SPRAYED A TENTH
OF THE FOOD ALL
OVER THE TRUCK/

\ Au\s\\.

NoY\




oy,

AH'LL HAFTA
TAKE KNOX ON LIVE
SOMETIME. REX
CAN REFEREE.

S

REX IN A STRIPEY
SHIRT, YELLING "ROUND
ONE--EAT/” SCUNDS
LIKE ENTERTAINMENT
TO ME...

{ oOFRE
M SHOULD PROBABLY

man it
felt cool to
say that.

SPEAKING
K, WE

REPORT IN.

SO HOW
DO YOU WORK
THIS NUTTY
PHONE?

NO CAN DO,
THE BATTERY'S
DEAD AN' THE
CHARLCER'S
BUSTED.

WELL, HEY--
LIVING GENERATOR
ON BOARD. YOU
MIND IF I TAKE
A CRACK AT IT?

KNOW WHAT
YER DOIN?

Aw,
DON'T PAY
IT NO MIND,
LIL" PARD.

AH WAS FIXIN
TO GET A NEW ONE
ANTWAY. NOTHIN
TA GET SHOOK
UP ABOVUT.

CkAY, BUT I'M
PAYING FOR--




LET'S
GET BACK, I
GOTTA TELL

KNOX/

ONLY THE
GREATEST THING
TO ME/

EVER TO HAPPEN

s

THIRSTY?

WHAT IN
TARNATION
ARE YOV DOIN

N2,




bk W

I3,




NO
war/!

YES WAY!
THE VOICE OF
SPARTAN ELITUS
AND SPIGOT IS
GONNA SIGN
AUTOGRAPHS/

&

L=

PICKED he's gonna
YOU UP SOME give me 3 stroKe
& A ATl GRUB. one of these
&, days...
T
sy S : b

S

LA
FREE CHOCOLATE THE?{? 1}-.';'?5'11.«.
ICE CREAM/ _ ON THE CON JUST
FOR ME/

®

YOV FIND
GIBSON?

RAN INTO

HIS MAW AS —
SHE WAS GETTIN
BACK FROM THE

HAIRDRESSER.

SHE SAID

AND ADMIS- ? HE LEFT HER A
SION'S ONLY NOTE LAST NIGHT
TEN BUCKS! ; AYIN' HE WAS GOIN'
¢ OUT OF TOWN TO A
\ CONCERT WITH

SOME FRIENDS.

NNN--

..NOW I HAVE
HOTHING TO
DRINK...

E'S
SUFPOSETA
BE BACK IN A
DAY OR TWO.

AFTER ALL I
TOLD THEM YESTERDAY,
YOU THINK HE'D UP AND

TAKE OFF WITHOUT
TELLING US?

YOU REALLY
THINK HE'S THAT
STUPID#!

AND IT'S
TODAY?




510051
%
) Itw i
g
Ty N SR :
—y
o, SN
..I DONT SEE
WHY YOU HAVE
TO ESCORT
ey EMPARRASSING TO HAVE
YOU REALLY
THINK THOSE YOUR DAD TAKE YOU. >
LUNATICS WILL
ATTACK AT A
TOY SHOW?
LOCK, I'M NOT _ _}’Q, A=
LETTIN' YOU OUT OF — .
A MY SIGHT UNTIL I kNOW | —m = \
GIBSON'S SAFE. = p
IDIDNT WANT ===
Y, YOU TO GO AT ALL, |
BUT YOU HAD TO |- —
CRY ABOUT IT. 1D |
NOT... |
¥

LIKE A BABY.

THEY SHOWED
UP AT THE COUNTY
FAIR, DIDN'T THEY?

I AINT PUTTIN

NOTHIN' PAST

THEM.

AND I REALLY

DON'T GET WHY

SHE'S COMING
ALONG...



SO LET'S

GO LET'S GOf
THERE'RE ONLY SO
MANY CONVENTION

EXCLUSIVES/! CooL
YOUR JETS.
KID. WAIT

FOR THE

OTHERS.

)

WE'RE
DOING THIS
FOR YOUR OWN
PROTECTIONS

HELLO, NINA.
IT'S GOOD TO
SEE YOU AGAIN.

you put your
shirts onf

FORGETTING FOR
THE MOMENT THAT
THIS IS TACTICALLY

UNSOUND,

IS THERE
NC WAY LESS
HUMILIATING
TO PROTECT
THEM, REXZ

A GAELIN AN
ME WILL KEEP AN
EYE ON THINGS
INSIDE.

CORK IT,
GAELIN. I'VE HAD
ENOUCH OF YOUR
BELLYACHING FOR

ONE DAY.

WHUSSA
MATTER, PARD?
SOUNDS LIKE
FUN TO ME.

REALLY?

YOU THINK A ROOM
FILLED WITH UNHYGIENIC MEN
WHO HAVE YET TO OUTGROW
CHILDHOOD FIXATIONS SOUNDS
LIKE ENTERTAINMENT?

THEY GOT
CONTEST...

it chills
the blood...

HEY! NOT
ALL TOY FANS
ARE LIKE THAT,

YOU KNOW/

7
HMF. SOME
STEREOTYPES
EXIST FOR A
REASON.

IF THE ENEMY

SHOWS, WELL IN THE MEANTIME,
FACE THEM, BE IT AT STOP TAKING YOUR
A TOY CONVENTION BITTERMESS OUT ON
OR ON A HARDENED THE REST OF US.
BATTLEFIELD.

EVER_STOP
AND LISTEN TO
TOURSELF?

IGNORE
HIM, OPAL!




CHECK IT OUT/ that gaelin guy
EJ‘IHJ‘RSEGGUEYR?'l gr?;ud:l"f) . is Kinda cute. he
THE TRICKY-BOTS e reminds me of the
COMICS SERIES! bad guy from
r labyrinth!

got it got it
need it got it
got it got it

nice hair/ yours is
Kinda stringy/

- "y
E5R% 18112
OR JUST
FOR STUFF TO GET  BABBLE WITH
AUTOGRAPHED,  YOUR FAMILIAR
ALL DAY?

o .
. pink tricky-bot/
you? ___,_// they make those?

razzin frattin’
girlfriends messin’
up the gredtest
event in the
world...




fin YOU'VE BEEN
# | IN WORSE PLACES
[ THAN THIS-- L

HAVE I7
MEMORY
FAILS ME. J

T/
o < “SAY WHAT YOU
’ WANT ABOUT

EN\S| SPRINGTIME

B, ] AnD NEW CARS
--THEY'VE COT

NOTHING ON

THE SMELL OF

STALE, OLD

COMICS..,

“BUT ALL I COULD '

THINK ABOUT WAS
THAT THERE WERE
TWO 4UrS WITH
HER THIS TIME.
NEITHER OF WHICH
WERE THAT CREEP
SHE LIVED WITH.

"WHAT KIND OF
GAL WAS THIS,
ANYWAYZ

"NOW, I REALIZE THE
FIRST QUESTION ON
MY MIND SHOULD'VE
BEEN: "WHAT THE HECK
IS SHE DOING HEREF

I WANTED
TO THANK YOU
FOR RETURNING

MY PIN.

/

“SHE SOUNDED
EARNEST. BUT

I WAS ONLY 18.
AND NOT ABOUT
TO BREAK
CHARACTER.

"WELCOME TO
TEENAGE LOVE,
KIDS. PRETTY.
ISN'T ITZ



YOU STOPPED T
LISTEN TO ME.

HAVE HAPPENED H

AD
o}

WHO ARE
THE CREEPA-
ZOoIDS?

WHAT FORZ
7OV GONNA
ADD INSULT
TO INJURY?

T
pA/ DONE/

WHAT ARE
YOU TALKING
ABOUT?

S0, WHAT

_| DID YOU WANT |t

WELL, BESIDES
THANKING YOU

I ALSO

FOR RETURNING
MY Pl WANTED TO

WARN YOU.

BUT I'M
WALKING AWAY
FROM THIS WITH A

LITTLE DIGNITY!




HEY--RELAX!
I'M NOT THE |

| STALKING
TYPE.

I JUST HAD

TO RETURN

WHAT WAS

YOURS--

REMEMBER
le}']'sﬁﬂ. THOSE CREEPS
MERING AND WHO ATTACKED US
LISTEN? AT T-‘}i.‘g?UNT?’

“OkAY.

SOME

Al THINGS

SMELL

BETTER

THAN OLD
COMICS.

I THINK I
SAW SOME OF
THEM ARCUND HERE,
2 SO BE CAREFUL/

--30 I WON'T
BE BOTHERING YOU
AGAIN. T HAVE A PRETTY
FULL SOCIAL LIFE

MYSELF--

“I PUT HER DOWN FOR TRYING TO HELP ME KEEP FACE. I
HAD HOPED SHE WAS TELLING THE TRUTH. ONLY BECAUSE
IT WOULD MEAN SHE WASN'T BRUSHING ME OFF.

OH--/ S
OKAY,
/& &\ THANKS/
\! n

IS /18 o
T

b

N

"SO I SUPPOSE
YOU COULD SAY

I DESERVED WHAT
CAME NEXT.”

A\ Y

HURRY UP,
THIRSTY/

f N\ CONVERTER 1™ g3 0TS
A SEASON SIX:=\=—=

E FRONT

/=




.. .FEELS
LIKE THE AIR
CONDITIONING
UST KICKED UP

TO TURBO.

SEASON SIX?Z
BUT I HADN'T HEARD
i\ ANYTHING ABOUT
THAT YET!

HVAR
> M A 1T ANT

CHECK THIS
OUT. THEY GOT
A WORKING MODEL
OF THE NEW
VILLAIN!

WOAH! IT
DOES WORK/
HEY, WHAT'S
YOUR PLAN
FOR THE NEW F
SHOW, HOOK?

I MEAN TO
CAPTURE THEM
AND USE THEIR
ABILITIES TO...
ENSLAVE THE
HUMAN RACE.

THERE ARE
TOUNG NEW HERCES
WHO STAND AT THE

FRONT OF OUR
ANCIENT WAR.

STRANCGE THAT
HE MENTIONS
HUMANS, THOUGH.
MUST TAKE PLACE
BEFORE SEASON
THREE.

I'M JUST
TRYING TO FIGURE
OUT WHAT HE
CONVERTS INTO.

WHEN DO
THE TOYS
COME OUT?

WONDER NOT, MY
CONTUMELIOUS COMRADE/

By | WE ARE DISTRIBUTING HONORARY |
PROTOPLASTS TO OUR LOYAL
ENTHUSIASTS/
‘-_‘ I....




=)

'l




e[ THISDAY Y

[ KEEPS CETTING ||
BETTER AND |

BETTER/

I CANT |
BELIEVE OUR
LuCk/

AWAY,
UNBEAUTECUS
URCHIN! THESE

YA | TWO HAVE DUTIES

ELSEWHERE/ /|










YOU
HELPIN' HIM,
ORANGE GUY?

NOW, MY DERANGED
DEVIANTS! YOUR FINEST
HOUR 15 UPON YOU/

STRIKE,

S SUBVERSIVES/

DIDN'T CATCH
IT ALL, BUT THE
GIST WAS MUSIC

TO MY EARS.

f ‘PEDO, GIVE
&l THE BOSS SOME

THE REST
OF US'RE
GOIN' IN.




GREETINGS, YOUNG
ONE. IT HAS BEEN
SOME TIME.

BETTER PART
OF SEVEN YEARS.
YOU GOT VGLIER.

AH. HOW...PREDICTABLE.

I REALLY MUST THANK YOU
FOR GATHERING THE CHILDREN
INTC ONE PLACE FOR ME.
QUITE CONVENIENT.

OR ALL THE LOOD

BEFORE THEN, SO
WHAT'S YOUR

TLL DO YOU. THAT
UNK HEAP OF YOURS
IS STILL THREE
YEARS AWAY.
‘ 7 _ YOU kNOW I'lL
L — 7 (T vS Back Lo
1

[ oy ==

A: T =0 _
PLEASE, PATIENCE,
MY DEAR BOW USER. L keer YouR
YOU WILL UNDERSTAND IREATS Y¢
SOON ENOUGH...
MARIONETTE! ‘
——

e
)
Iss3

\]

L \ 38
i 3 WA A 1 TuT-TuT.
€ - \ - DOYLE. YOU
oS : SHOULD KNOW

’ - 3 BETTER THAN
TO CHALLEWGE
...ONCE I HAVE ABSORBED ME...
' 70U AND YOUR PATHETIC
BAND OF GERIATRIC
METAL USERS/

AN==1IH" AN







i HOW... AND I WILL
F DELIGHTFUL. TAKE MY LEAVE.
4 NOW YOU MUST .- OLD FRIEND...
”' ATTEND TO THE

ISTIL COME ON,
GOT TIME  STEP OUTTA 4 THilc

FOR YOU/ THAT FIRE AND NOT. you Are, |
FACE ME/ AFTER ALL,
A HERO.




HM.
I'D BETTER
CHECK IT
ouT.

RICHT. | E WELL, SHOOT/
AHLL KEEP [ ) SOMEBODY'S COTTA
AN EYE OUT Vi CLIP THAT BIRD'S
FER-- A WINGS. MIGHT AS
! WELL BE ME.

WHAT'S HE
CARRYIN'?

NNNUH! aq
GeT HiM, maxs \ Y
EVERYTHING LI
DEPENDS ON [T/
F'-:: —




EAT DIRT,
HAYSEED/

=
ax
=~
MR
<3
= e =
e
__\
| _
|
\ / \\\\.\.1.1

I\,

DANG.
THEY GOT THE KIDS,
~—\ AH RIPPED MAH BES'

CAR

.
) G 131,

PRETTY SURE
THIS IS REX'S

JEANS...







Shreetfs -
BRIGADIER GENERAL K
TO DICK--THE BOYS

ARE SECURED.
RETURN TO BASE
IMMEDIATELY.

NOTHING IF
NOT TIDY...

THE BOSS JUST
RANG THE DINNER
BELL. A

~

WE CGET
FOOD NOW?

HOLD HIM
STEADY, CQUYS!
I FEEL LIKE I CAN
KEEP THIS UP

.

/33



I'LL GET.

WONDER
HOW MANY

NO PUSHING! N
STAY CALM.
FOLKS/

WOULDJA
JUST LOOK AT
ALL THE PANICKING
SCI-Fl GEERSS

MAN, |
I LOVE THIS ||



...HN.
SOMEHOW 1
JUST KNEW THAT
WAS GONNA
HAPPEN...

4
IT AIN'T OVER
YET, GAELIN.

I'M PRETTY SURE
HE TELEPORTED
OUT OF HERE.

( weLL ceT )
| em BACk. )

NOW I
HAVE A GOCD
IDEA OF WHERE
TO LOOK FOR
HIM AND HIS

I'M _GONNA
HAVE TO CALL IN
AN OLD FAVOR
TO GET THERE.

THE SWORD )
USER WAS HERE.
HE'S NOT WAITING

FOR. HIS BIG MACHINE
TO COME BACK. A

py— WE'RE GONNA
NEEDS MEDICAL HELF.PUT THAT

ATTENTION. THEN WERE

GOING ON A

LONG TRIP..







] e pingf
(7| can po.

by S TWO'MINUTES
TOMIDNIGHT,




HOW MANY
PEOPLE YOU SEE
IN THE STEEPLE,
ROSEMARY?

THREE HUMANS

S

...ALMOST DONE, I STILL THINK
HERMANO. ONE GAELIN'S INJURIES
WOULD BE BETTER

MORE WRAP.
| TREATED IN A
HOSPITAL.

THATD BE OUR
OLD FRIEND OPAL.
GUESS WE CAN

I
RELAX, BUT STAY
SHARP.

‘SIDES, AIN'T NO
TIME, WHAT WITH
THE SWORD USER
SHANGHAI'N THE KIDS
N” ALL. AN" AH USETA
DO THIS KINDA THING
BACK HOME AT THE
SEMI-ANNUAL
RODEO.

IF THAT CRAVEN
MERCENARY WERE HALF
AS DANGERCOUS AS HE
CLAIMS TO BE, ALL

THIS DOTING MIGHT
BE JUSTIFIED.

THERE WE ARE,
PARD. SNUG AS
A Bua/

AH THINK YOU

I SIMPLY
CANNOT

EXPRESS MY

GRATITUDE. /

H0O.



I ASSUME COULDJA AT
{1 YOU HAVE OUR LEAST TELL US
4 NEXT COURSE [ 5 WHO IT 157
OF ACTION
PLANNED. 1

INDEED. A
MOST UNINSPIRED
METHOD CF BUILDING
SUSPENSE...

I'M ONLY
EXPLAINING
THINGS ONCE/

E—

UNDERSTAND

WHEN HE GETS
HERE/
OF COURSE.

THE "FAVOR" YOU
MENTIONED...

¥ :

SOMECNE ‘5

CALL FOR A &
TAXIZ

)

al!
)

THERE
HE 15,

GAELIN, MAX, \
MEET DON KOURAGE
OF THE MNSA.



SEE YOU AGAIN. M
HOW HAVE YOU
BEEN?

STILL CAN'T
SLIP 'EM PAST
TOU...

ES. T
ORGANIZATION THAT

MEASURE
HELPED YOU FICHT THE SWORD
USER. THEN PROMPTLY FOLDED THEN. REX?
INTO OBSOLESCENCE.

I
MNSA AIN'T WHAT IT

BECAUSE WE DID CUR

JOB TOO WELL.

WE SURE
‘PRECIATE
YER HELP/

THANKS FOR
COMING SO FAST.
WHO'D YOU BRING

WITH YOU?

LISTENING WHEN

REX. YOU KNOW b
HOW IT IS WITH A

THAT WHOLE T:afﬂ(.
THEY LIKE TO KEEP

HAS THE KIDS/

‘SIDES, THE FELLAS
I TAKE ORDERS FROM
AREN'T EVEN CONVINCED

THE KIDS'RE THE
REAL DEAL.




AND WHAT -
THE SWORD USER ABOUT ALL THE DIFFERENT

SEEMS TO THINK YOU FORCET IDEAS..7"
THEY'RE IMPORTANT HELP WE GAVE yOU
WHAT HE ALMOST
ENOUCH/ ACCOMPLISHED BACK THEN?
BEFOREZ

MANCLE THE
MESSENCER
YET, REX.

I HAVEN'T
FORGOTTEN A THING,
BUT MY BOSSES HAD

DIFFERENT IDEAS...

IT ALWAYS COMES
BACK TO THIS, DOESN'T
ITZ WAS THIS YOUR

DEPUTIZED BROTHER'S IDEAZ

AGENTS.

COME ON.

YOU KNOW I CAN
ONLY DISCUSS OUR
LEADER'S EXISTENCE
WITH FULL-FLEDGED

MEMBERS...

RATHER

l’u
THEN THEY'LL BE X .’z:é',-‘.ﬁ-;;;;9

MORE THAN WILLING TO 4 ACCOUNTS
INVEST ALL THE TIME AND " ’ AND A HEFTY
MANPOWER YOV NEED TO : ) ‘ SALARY--

STOP THE SWORD USER.

WELL, I MADE
THE PITCH. THAT'LL
HAVE TO SATISFY THE

SUPERIORS. 143




I FEEL THIS
REQUIRES FURTHER
CUSSION--

SO IF YOU
DIDN'T BRING
MANPOWER TO HELP,
WHAT DID YOU
BRING?

INTELLIGENCE.
LOOKS LIKE YOU
MEED A LITTLE HELF

OUR ORBITAL
INSTAMATICS TOOK
SOME SNAPSHOTS OF
THE AREA YOU
MENTIONED.

AS WE EXPECTED,
THEY GOT NOTHING
BUT PRETTY PICTURES
OF WAETELAND AND

YEP.
THAT'S
ONE OF THE
CREEFS WHO
ATTACKED
us.

YOU'RE SURE?
THERE'S NO OTHER
PLACE gé COULD

T
PILE OF ROCKS FOR

A GOOD FIVE
MINUTES.

SUDDENLY

ONE OF THE STONES

OPENS LIKE A DOOR,

SOME BlG FURRY QuY

STICKS HIS HEAD OUT,
THEN THEY BOTH
GO IN.

THAT GOT MY
ATTENTION. YOU
SHOULD'WE SAID RIGHT
AWAY THAT MY NEPHEW
WAS INVOLVED. I'VE
GOT SOME UNFINISHED
BUSINESS WITH HIM FOR
PINCHING SOME OF
MY TECHNOLOGY.

THOUGHT

F THAT, TOO.
AGAIN, NOTHING
OF INTEREST...

V4]




TELL ME THAT
HIS NAME IS NOT
DICK KOURACGE.

THAT LOVUT IS
YOUR NEPHEW?

FAMILY HAS
ITS BLACK
SHEEP...

ONCE I SAW
THIS, I CAME
AS QUICK AS
POSSIBLE.

I COULD'VE
PURLOINED SOME
EXTRA HELP BEHIND
THE BOSSES’ BACKS,
BUT I REALIZE YOU
NEED TO GET THERE
PRONTO.

AN YOUR AIRSHIP'S
THE ONLY THING THAT CAN
CROSS THE ATLANTIC
FAST ENOUGH.

WE ARE THE
PROLETARIAT,

THEY MEAN
TO KEEP US
UNINFORMED.

KNOW WHAT
A THEY'RE TALKIN
ABOUT?

Y7

GENTLEMEN, IT'S
TIME I TOLD YOU
EXACTLY WHAT WE'RE

UP AGAINST.

WE'VE BEEN
PROTECTING THOSE
KIDS IN CASE THE SWORD
USER EVER ATTEMPTS TO

SEVEN YEARS AGO...

" SWHY I
CALLED
YOu.

IT IS
THE ALIEN
SHIP, ISN'T

“AT THE TIME IT -
SEEMED ALL HIS  ENON
HOPES WERE

INVESTED IN

THAT GIANT

ROBOT HIS

ALLIES HELPED

HIM BUILD...

“I'D WONDERED HOW THE SWORD
USER CAME ACROSS ENOUGH ALIEN
METAL TO CONSTRUCT THE THING.
BUT I FOUND OUT THAT HE HAD A
METAL MUTER LIKE GIBSON
WORKING FOR HIM.

“THAT NUTCASE OF A
SCIENTIST HAD FIGURED
OUT A WAY TO PUT HIS
MIND INSIDE THE MACHINE
AN" WAS WREAKING ALL
KINDS OF HAVOC.




_' : f..' = __I. S |
(/i E'Jl I
s mmﬂh '

P




“AND THE WHOLE
BASE CAVED IN
ON TOP OF US.




I THOU
THAT IN THE
CASE SCENARIC HED
COME OUT OF HIDING
ONCE THE BIC ROBOT
WAS WITHIN GRABBING

GHT

DISTANCE.

WORST

BUT NOW IT SEEMS
P e
~..— THAT RCBOT WAS TOO BIC AND
: TOO QUICKLY CONSTRUCTED
FOR ONE METAL MUTER
TO FABRICATE.

NC, THE SWORD
USER HAD TO HAVE
A LARGER SOURCE
TO DRAW FROM.

//jf

THE ALIEN

CRAFT FROM WHICH
ALL THE CRIGINAL

METAL CAME.

AND WE NEVER
FULLY ANALYZED THE
EXACTLY.

WRECKAGE TO CONFIRM
OR DISPROVE IT.
= Eé

YOV DIDN'T KNOW,
REX. EVEN THE HEALERS
THOUCGHT THE SHIP
WAS DESTROYED.

LATE NOW, SO HERE'S
WHERE WE STAND:

THREAT OF THE SHIF'S
CREATORS BECOMING

BUT IT'S TOO

IF THE SWORD
USER_ACTIVATES THAT
SHIP, THERE'S NO TELLING
HOW MUCH POWER_WILL

BE AT HIS DISPOSAL.

THERE'S ALSO THE

AWARE OF EARTH. 00 TugSE REASONS,

BECAUSE THIS IS THE
MOST DANGERQUS THING
You A%_Eé L[J)KELY EVER

--1I WON'T TELL
ANY OF YOU THAT
YOU HAVE TO GO.

I ASK FOR
VOLUNTEERS.

\s‘HUT’KE You,

KIDDIN'? AH AIN'T
LETTIN® THAT VARMINT
KEEP THE LITTLE PARDS

FOR A SEKKIN'/

DON AND I
KNOW EXACTLY WHAT

WE'RE G
INT

ETTING

A RATHER
LONG-WINDED ‘WAY
TO ASK IF I MEAN TO
SETTLE THE SCORE WITH

THAT OBNOX¥IOUS
MERCENARY ...




LEVERYTHING Y7
ALL RIGHT BACK
THERE?

IS THERE A |
REASON WHY REX

GETS TO SIT
UP FRONT?

HE'S OLDER.
NOW CRAB ON TO

SOMETHING, WE'RE

‘ ON OUR WAY.
AN L

[\

L]

TO WHERE
THIS ALL BEGAN--
THE CARPATHIAN
MOUNTAINS/

AH'M
e i
W £
SAY THAT. — - M -
- - e "
&
-



LOWING
3 ME SE I CAN
A LOW TONE. STILL HEAR HIM.

“NEXT THING I
KNOW I'M IN A q
THE CHAIR. 4 OLDING

“THE AIR IS THICK
WITH WET WOOL
SMELL. I CAN'T

| BREATHE RIGHT.

WAIT--

WAIT! WHAT'S

THE JAR SAY?
I CAN'T
READ IT/

“I HAVE THE

SENSATION
OF FALLING.

"THEN I HEAR
X\ SCREAM

"AND THE

APARTMENT



CET
OUTTA THE
WAY, ORANGE

GuY.






THOSE S
WHERE PUP
T LE

ALWAYS ¢
THE WILLIES.

SHOW?/

WHAT 1S
WRONG WITH




WHY You
TAKE MY
BEARS?

YOU STAY
OUT OF MY

WE JUST

ValED

YOU NO ASK--
YOU NO TAKE!

AMATEURS!

STEP AWAY BS S
FROM ME/ YOUR OOb‘_‘tER\-’E_ A DISPLAY
UNPRECEDENTED

STUPIDITY IS

LIKELY TO BE

CONTAGIOUS!

NG/ NOf
LET ORANCGE GUY
GROWL AT HIM A

LITTLE. RAGH!

CORRECT/
I AM, AS YOU
MUSICALLY P
IT, "THAT QUY.”

THAT WON
HERE FOR
.ANOIHEE THREE

F HORRIFICAT
PRINCE OF DARKNESS
HIMSELF WILL ENVY/

ION_THE

LEARN US,
O MAESTRO.

SUCH A PERCEPTIVE
LAD WILL SURELY APPRECIATE
THE TE G SUBTLETIES
TER PLAN AS
ATE THEM/

YOU ARE
FORGETTING
YOUR ANCIENT
HISTORY.
‘WE HAVE
MORE THAN
ONE ALTER-
NATIVE AT OUR
DISPOSAL...




WELCOME ABOARD
BULDUNDA, FALLEN
| TROOF CARRIER OF THE
ANCIENT PENITENT
FLEET/

YOV ARE SUCH

A TREMENDOUS
VOTARY OF SCIENCE  JEN
FICTION STORIES--

THEREFORE :
I AM CERTAIN THE |
MAGNITUDE OF YOUR
SITUATION IS NOT B8
LOST ON YO/

BUT--THIS SHIP
WAS DESTROYED!

SO IT WAS
BELIEVED! BUT

OMNISCIENT...

THE PENITENTS
CONSTRUCTED THEIR CRAFT
WELL/ THOUGH MUCH CF THE

SHIP WAS SCATTERED OVER THE
GLOBE AS IT FELL TO EARTH, THE
FRAME AND MOST OF THE HULL
REMAINED INTACT/

IT LAY HIDDEN
IN THESE MOUNTAINS
FOR MILLENNIAS




“AGES AGO. LORD HOOK
FOUND THESE REMAINS
AND DISCOVERED THEY
WERE STILL VIABLE/

“INSIDE LAY A
SOMNOLENT AND /
INTACT PENITENT P
MIND, A NERVE
CLUSTER OF THE
ALIEN FLEET/

“BUT THE SHIP
HAD ITS PERILS,
|| EVEN FOR HIM/

"HE DARED NOT
CONFRONT IT
UNAIDED...

‘FOR. THOUGH THE PENITENTS
WERE ONCE LEGION, THEY WERE
MERELY PUPPETS OF A FINITE
NUMBER OF MECHANICAL BRAINS
ABOARD THEIR TROOP CARRIERS/

||l|"r__ | |HIM'|/'I’"M|II'
m

“SHOULD THE MIND AWAKEN, IT WOULD
CLAIM HIM AND ALL WEAPON USERS AS
IT DID THE PENITENTS...

“BUT HOOK
IS NO FOOL, |
AND NO ONE'S

SLAVE/

“HE PERSUADED HIS ALLIES
INTO PLACING THE PENITENT
MIND INSIDE THE BROBDINGNAGIAN
ROBOT AS A RECEPTACLE FOR
THE SCIENTIST'S MIND/

YOU CAN IMAGINE
WHAT HAPPENED WHEN
THAT IDIOT SCIENTIST
ATTEMPTED TO AMAL-
GAMATE HIS MIND WITH
THAT OF THE ALIEN.

|
. \
O
N\

“THE ENTERPRISE
8 WAS CODE-NAMED

--THEN TAKE %

LORD HOOK THE ROBOT FOR |
PLANNED TO INTERVENE HIMSELF/

WHEN THEIR FUSION WAS 4‘

MOST IN FLUX-- ) S

“THOUGH THE MEGALITH
Pl WAS GONE, HOOK STILL
HAD THIS SHIP. BUT IN ’
ORDER TO PROPERLY =
INTERFACE WITH IT HE
HAD TO BECOME A

PENITENT.

YOUR FATHER'S
RATHER ILL-TIMED
INTERFERENCE AND THE
SUBSEQUENT LIFTOFF OF TH
MEGALITH DASHED THAT
HOPE UTTERLY/

“OF COURSE IT WAS PERCEIVED
TO BE A DESPERATE ATTEMPT

TO EXTEND HIS LIFE--IT WAS

b | MEANT TO SEEM SO/ G

M\(\L\\\\\Q&ﬂ“ \; :




“AT LAST HOOK WAS -
FOISED TO BECOME THE HOWEVER, WITHOUT HIS

HUMANITY HE NO LONGER HAD
W M O 12 S THE ABILITY TO POWER IT WITH
HIS ORGANIC BOND! WE REQUIRED
RESOURCES TO MAKE OUR SHIP
FULLY FUNCTIONAL...”

A METAL MUTER, TO gt /i "\
REPLENISH OUR RATHER ||\ ,. o\
SHORT-LIVED SUPPLY OF  |[EN , “’
ALIEN METAL FABRICATED  J[IRl )
BY HIS PREDECESSOR...  &{ SPLE I

\
™~ t&"y
ﬁ-&\ E@f _.
K

e
A kiETIC -
ABSORPTION DEFENSE
SYSTEM. ENSURING THE
SHIF'S IMPREGHABILITY g
AS WELL AS FROVIDING -
AN ADDED BOOST IN
7 FRePOWER.. /| =
=4 T

Q3
t 3

...AND OUR KEYSTONE. THE LIVING
GENERATOR. THE ONLY BEING
ON THE PLANET CAPABLE OF
PRODUCING THE PENITENT

3 e B
=17 - I/ —
= A= hEw%
KNOX CAN g\ \
sz © B e O S
DO’ ANYTHING ‘\Q\“"' )/
WITH IT. NN

y,

Ou ME.
‘FIREPOWER"?

ah, yes...
I NEARLY
FORGOT.

EXCELLENT.

THE ONE WITH THE

SIDEBURNS HAS YET  SEE

TO ACTIVATE HIS  TOIT.
OWERS.










ARE YOU QUITE 1 HAD PREPARED A
FINISHED WITH THIS  FAR LESS DESTRUC-
DEMONSTRATION OF  TIVE METHOD TO
THE FULL SCOPE OF  DISPOSE OF THAT
YOUR CALAMITOUS BUBBLE/
STUPIDITYZ/

YOU OKAY, =
X

YOU WERE
BRIEFED ON HOW
THE BRATLING'S
POWERS WOULD
MANIFEST/

FINE. BUT
I THINK I FEEL
ANOTHER HICCUP
COMING ON...

REMEMBERED
THE HITTING

WHAT IS
THE PROBLEM#/
RECONNECT

HIM/S

RECONNECT
HIM TO THE
SHIPS

“UP UNTIL THEN, ID /- — |

ASSUMED THEY HAD == "I WAS TIED TO THE SHIP
A WAY TO SUPPRESS WITH NON-CONDUCTIVE
OUR POWERS. J MATERIALS...

"BUT MY HEAD
WAS EXPOSED,

| FOR CRYING OUT
LOUD...

. I JUST FIGURED
B4 OUT A LITTLE FLAW
IN YOUR MASTER
FLAN, "BOSS.”

Y0U--1
THAT CRATER WHICH
BEARS A STRIKING
RESEMBLANCE TO THE
CAVITY WHERE YOUR
BRAINS QUGHT

IT'LL TAKE
A COUPLA

[ I AM SIMPLY
AGOG AT THE
PROSPECT OF
DISCOVERING

7/  WHAT YOUR
UNDERDEVELOPED
LOBE IS CAPABLE
OF COGITATINGS

YOU HAVE
FIFTEEN
160. MINUTES! }




_k

— “THAT'S REALLY

— HOW IT HAPPENED.
I GOTTA ADMIT, IT
FELT PRETTY COOL
- S/ TO SAY THAT.”

o)
Ak

OOF/

bn=hn=nkn...
WiaT's ¥ WHAT ARE
O\ \WRONG? YOU CREEPS M‘s“'TfDﬂ(‘:ﬁia
POING TO
HIMZ ANYTHING. IT IS YOU
) WHC SHOULD
oohhh... CEASE...
=7 - @‘ﬂ , ;

Y oA
! [/ LEAVE HIM
\ [ [ ALONE, OR T1L

i BLAST THIS
PLACE TO
PIECES/




L/ THOSE

B COLLARS AROUND A
YOUR NECKS ARE A
NOT MERELY
FOR SHOW/

“| cuts
1 TAC

TO WHAT?
PURGE ME OF THE
EVIL INFLUENCE IN

MY METAL?Z

HOW
GRATIFYINGLY
il NAIVE OF YOU.

LETHAL DETERRENT
Ui

AND LET US BE
HON
TYPE LACKS THE

STOP US/

THEY EMIT
MOST PAINFUL
ND EVENTUALLY

ACTIVATED BY
NAUTHORIZED
USE OF YOUR
POWERS/

I REALIZED
THE TEMPTATION
MICHT ARISE TO
SACRIFICE YOURSELF.
SO EACH COLLAR IS
ACTIVATED BY THE
POWERS OF ONE OF

THE OTHERS/

EST--YOUR

TO SACRIFICE |
OMRADE TO o

“Flaw”
1 in My P]‘dn...
PSHAW/

CH
WILL

WELCOME, THIRSTY
DOYLE. YOU ARE INDEED
AN HONORED QUEST TO
WITHESS A TRIUMPH SO
LONG IN THE MAKING.

=

YOUR FATHER AND HIS IMBECILIC MINIONS
THEM I WILL NEED ALL THREE OF YOU.

WHY, IT IS THE
SOUND OF THE IMMINENT
SUBJUGATION OF THE
HUMAN RACE...

dﬂ GJOU
hear?

DID THE
BOSS JUST
CRACK A

]

VERY NEARLY,
MY LORD.

ENOUGH OF
YOUR RANTING,
GENERAL.

IS ALL IN
READINESS?

—‘---
TWO SHAKES. @ .

BIG BOSS.

=
./

the sword user...
LOOK, YOU ONLY NEED
ME TO FUEL YOUR. SHIP.
A PLEASE..LET KNOX AND
GIBSON CO...
\ PRI
I'M AFRAID THAT WOULDN'T PO

SOON BE HERE, AND TO ANNIHILATE

WELL... THEN...ah...
I DON'T KNOW HOW
TO BREAK THIS TO YOU ¢
BUT.. . THERE'S...THERE'S THIS
PROPHECY? AND, o, THE...
THE HEALERS SAID I'M
GOING TO

YES, I KNOW
ALL ABOUT THAT
RIDICULOUS
PROPHECY.




JUST AS I THOUGHT.
IN YOUR TERROR YOU SEEK
TO HIDE BEHIND WORDS UTTERED
BY MEN LONG DEAD. AS IF BY BEING
“CHOSEN" BY SOME MYSTICAL ELITE
YOU ARE ABSOLVED OF THINKING
OF A WAY TO STOP ME.

AND EXACTLY HOW
DID YOU PLAN TO
BRING THIS THING

ABOUT, lsmm?

ONCE AGAIN,
TOU HAVE NOTHING
TO SAY.

EXCELLENT.

YOU ARE GOING TO
DISCOVER, TOO LATE I'M
AFRAID, THAT DESTINY DOES
NOT CHOOSE A MAN.

\

PRECISELY THE
REVERSE IS TRUE.

HOWEVER, NONE OF |

THIS MATTERS, AS THE
DECISION HAS BEEN

TAKEN FROM YOU.

THE BOW USER
UNDERSTANDS THIS,
BUT I DO NOT EXPECT
YOU TO.

I EXPECT YOU
WILL FIND SOME
COMFORT IN YOUR
VICTIMHOOD.

this guy sure Y i = but just 3s
is 3 lot more = long-winded. when 3re we
Phl!osophicai Hin | N - Do gonnd get back

to wrecking

PATIENCE, MY
DEAR TORPEDC
BLACK. OUR TIME

hell'd he
hear us?

i dunno. but i
think i like where
this is headed...

VOICE COMMAND
BIRGIL-NELOI.

163.




MILLENNIA
AFTER THEIR DEFEAT,
THE PENITENTS'
POWER AWAKENS.

ONLY NOW,
THAT POWER WILL BE
USED TO ENSLAVE ALL
LIFE, NOT DESTROY IT.

INSTEAD OF A
COLLECTION OF ARCHAIC
MINDS BELIEVING THEY SERVE
SOME FALLEN DEITY, THERE
SHALL BE ONE WILL BEHIND
THE PENITENTS STRENGTH--
A WILL THAT SERVES
ITSELF/

INSTEAD OF A
HORDE OF MINDLESS
SERVANTS ACTING ON
BEHALF OF THE MINDS,
THE MIND ITSELF SHALL

AND I WILL
BE THAT MIND/
I WILL BE THE

S REBO :
PEA“TEJ:'{; CF{%S]“.JDRN g EVEN THE HEALERS,

ST . ER
i ; - FOR ALL THEIR ASSUMED
Ay SHEREP HAve 7 e WISDOM, COULD NOT FORESEE

' THIS! THEY DID NOT SUSPECT

AND THE VIGILANCE OF
THE TRAITOROUS WEAPONS
USERS WAS FOR NOTHINGS
THEIR CHAMPION IS BUT A

CHILD, AND IN MY GRASP/







I AM FULLY P

INTEGRATED

WITH EVERY ;
SYSTEM/ g

1AM
\ THE PENITENT
0 i \ MIND/

AND NOW
TO COMPLETE
MY VICTORY! ALL SYSTEMS

ONLINES

HIS SHOULD I
POWER? IS UPDATE MY
d RESUME,
VICTORY? BOSS?
o :
7 N = d
| ikl 5
Y K
& & T :" 1
L i A I'.ﬂ\,f




ACTIVATE
MAIN VISVAL.

WORRY NOT,
MY LOYAL MERCENARIES.
I PROMISED YOU MORE

AND NOW THAT I AM
FULLY FUNCTIONAL, IT
IS TIME TO RECALL THE
FIRST OF MY OLD
SOLDIERS...

WERE ALMOST
ON TOP OF THE
COORDINATES OUR
SPY-GUTS GAVE ME.
STAY FROSTY.
GAELIN,




. —
R, STAY ALERT,

WE LAND
THERE'S NO TELLING
WHJTFmE MIGHT

I WISH I COULD OFFER
SOME WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT,
BUT THE POWER THE SWORD USER
IS TRYING TO ACCESS HAS WIPED
OUT ENTIRE CIVILIZATIONS.

IF HE'S SUCCESSFUL Y
i We MIGHT NOT BE ENOUGH
| TO STOP HIM.

RIGHT/
JES’ LEAD THE
WAY AN WE'LL KICk
HIM BACK TO THE
TOKUGAWA \
PERIOD/

THAT'S THE SPIRIT. ALL RIGHT,
I'M PROUD TO GO INTO ~l THEN COME IN
BATTLE WITH MEN 9 L
LIKE YOU. WHAT'S

FIFTEEN SECONDS
TO CONTACT WITH
CONNIVER CORNER.

{ IDONT KNOW!/
HE'S NEVER DONE
THAT BEFORE/

IF YOU WILL .
FORGIVE THE CLICHE,
I BELIEVE THINGS ARE
ABOUT TO CGET MUCH

WORSE...




) = Wy, o 5

NN

HA HA-HA
HA-HAHAHA
HAAAA « _ HA HAAAA!







*SO THERE I WAS, =
TRAPPED IN AN ALIEN

SPACE SHIP, AT THE

MERCY OF SOME ANCIENT
LUNATIC, AND ABOUT TO
WATCH MY FATHER AND
HIS FRIENDS GET KILLED.

“TO MAKE MATTERS
WORSE, THEY HAD ME
TIED INTO THIS MACHINE
WHICH WAS DRAWING
ON MY POWERS TO FUEL
THE SHIP.

"SO NOT ONLY WAS
REX ABOUT TO GET
BLOWN UP: IT WAS
GOING TO HAPPEN

WITH MY HELP.

"AND FOR SOME REASON,
INSTEAD OF CHEWING ON
THESE FACTS. ALL MY BRAIN
COULD DO WAS RECITE THE
FIRST FEW LINES OF KAFKA'S
"THE TRIAL" OVER AND OVER.

/

"WHY I SHOULD BE THINKING OF
BOOKS AT THAT PARTICULAR
MOMENT IS A MYSTERY TO ME--
IT'S NOT LIKE I WAS CRAZY
ABOUT LIT CLASS OR ANYTHING...

5 P LS

e S YDREAMS BURN




HA HA HA
HA-HAAAA!

WOULD YOU
TWO SIMPLETONS
CARE TO EXPLICATE
EXACTLY WHAT YOou
FIND SO HUMOROUS?

BIG, BOSS Ut HAS they never 1) SHOTJ{DL%DNOT
HA HAHA cachinnate )

M- - A CONTAGIOUS X - TERMINATE THE
H,E:Lip, LAUGH! dlong with  AKHM.  SETSIN THE AIR
I DUNNO/ IT'S WEIRD-- SHIP BEFORE--

IT'S SORTA HOW I
IMAGINED SANTA
SOUNDING!

THEY ARE BUT
A MINOR THREAT
NOW. WE CAN DEAL
WITH THEM AT
OUR LEISURE.

HEH-HN...I HADN'T
THOUCGHT ABOUT IT
LIKE THAT...BUT YOU'RE
RIGHT, 'PEDO/

YOU SEE,
GENERAL, I AM NOW
THE PENITENT.

AS SUCH. IT IS
WITHIN MY POWER TO
RECALL AND ABSORE ALL = WITHOUT HIS LEADERSHIP,
WHO ARE BONDED TO MY / THE FRONT ARE A BICKERING,
METAL/ DISORGANIZED LOT. AN EASY
KILL, BENEATH MY ATTENTION.

%




ATTENTION )
" LET US
Bl BOSS! LT

NO ONE HA
DISPUTED THAT
POINT...

"/ A

/=

O 4

FAREWELL, .

REX DOYLE. _. I I ! -
| =)
| /o by
gy | s Al N

AH, SUCH
COMMENDABLE
ENTHUSIASM.

IT IS LONG OVERDUE,
YOUNG ONE, THAT You
TAKE YOUR RIGHTFUL PLACE
AS MY SOULLESS SERVANT/




THAT IS A START.

| INTERESTING. I NO MATTER. I WAS
I )\ SN | ABLE TO DRAW YOU HERE. | <

N\

IT WOULD |
SEEM THAT

YOUR “CLEANSED”
METAL PROVIDES

YOU WITH A...
DEFENSE AGAINST
MY WILL.

EVEN NOW, YOUR BOW
IS BEING ASSIMILATED
INTO THE METAL OF THIS
SHIP, AND YOU WITH IT.

/B

YOU WILL WEAKEN
IN TIME...

S0O'S THAT
MEAN YOU CAN'T
LOBOTOMIZE HIM? I
WAS KINDA LOOKIN
FORWARD TC

AT ALL! IT
MERELY MEANS
THAT, WHILE I
DESTROY HIS
MIND, HE CAN

WATCH HIS
COMRADES

" N
INSPIRATION TO

WHADDA

YOU'RE A
’/
ALL, BIG BOSS. £ g

WE DO NOW,
COMPADRES?







Y ' L oT Y
ApIATION DI APONS--
; ,

= HS
WE
[ \-
:’i

Ly R
/ | ) illff: % < , " .
'.' / \ \ 4 D II

f --BUT IT

¥ \ LOOKS LIKE AH'LL |

\.O\.I'"“EE'RLE“:IEEE;DTFg; 2 HAVETA EYEBALL ‘ |
CRASHBURG/ / MAH TARGITS!

YOU TRY TO DRAW
HEIR ATTENTION AND [



¥ NOW THAT'S

A GQUN. HOW COME
YOU NEVER MADE
ONE LIKE THAT?

I COULD,
1 BUT I JUST
DON'T WANT
TO.

THEY STILL
ADVANCE, MY
LORD...

YES, BUT
THEIR SHIP

' ; IS DAMAGED.
= Ve

THAT
WHILE THEY

MATTERS 7 )

NOT IF THEY ARE WEAK

MOVE OUT CRUSH THEM/

|

OF FIRING ERADICATE

RANGE... THEM/

I WISH TO
UPHOLSTER MY
THRONE WITH
THEIR HIDES!

NNN. SEND THE
MERCENARIES.

ASK, AND
YOU SHALL
RECEIVES

JILLUMINATE

ME, OPAL. WHAT,

EXACTLY, IS OUR
PLANZ

WE LAND
ON THE SHIP
AND FIND A

YOU TRULY HAVE AN
UNPARALLELED TACTICAL
SENSIBILITY.







RAGH! RAG
RAGHA!
{ sighst
- SO MUCH FOR o
_ GUR DIVER- <
) Y. SION... . >

- / = & | \\
f . | o =,

/,

A
N
\\

i
5

2
W
\
?\ \\

e
7 7 A 3
r/
DON'T YOU /
‘ GOT SOME KIDS
\ TO SAVE? -
Y 7 AFTER I I I
7) AM FINISHED
. WITH YOU.
Ul

TOU KNOW,
WE GOT A LOT IN
COMMON, YOU AN
ME. WE BOTH LOVE
A GOOD SCRAP---




N—

E

L AINT
AFRAID TO TAKE
THE LOW ROAD.

‘CEPT YOU
TREAT IT LIKE SOM
STINKIN' ART.
AN" ME...7

AND YOUR
ATROCIOUS/

lf,
A DISGUSTING
COWARD TO

THE END... e 7
) //
j ) NO SHOOT
. BUDDIES! @

N

1

GUESS

THERE'S
o,

HAVE SOME COFFEE, .
JUST TWO GQUrs . Fgﬁqg&g& .A

DEALING WITH

" THEIR DIFFERENCES, MOUTH...







AH RECKON THAT
MEANS IT'S TIME TO
SKEDADDLE. SORRY
‘BOUT YOUR FRIEND.

SUPPRESS
| THE SYMPATHIES,
s MAX.

ROSEMARY--
CAN YOU DRAW
ENOUGH POWER FOR

ROSEMARY - -

AN EMERCGENCY Tl " 7| UPLOAD YOUR
LANDING?Z 1 CORE Al INTO

MY HELMET...

LET'S GO. DON/
FRENCH-FRIED HERCES
DON'T OFTEN SAVE
THE DAY/

JUST A FEW
MORE SECONDS.
WE'LL MAKE IT,
STAY FROSTY.

COME
ON. CRASH
ALREADY/

5 ping! 3
NEGATIVE. DON.

ENGINES ARE - A
OFFLINE, FUEL THAT FLYIN '
CELL IGNITION CRACKERHEAD'S V.4~ |

JUST CHAMPIN

AT THE BIT TO

SEE US GO
DOWN

IS IMMINENT.

IT WAS NICE
KNOWING YOU...




HOL' ON
THERE, ACE/ )

HAWY!
FINISHING OFF A L
CRIPPLED ENEMY!

THIS'S WHAT CGETS
ME OUTTA BED-- /0

§ UGH! .

WHAT ARE
YOU DOING,
BOZO?




HAHAHA

T =

GLO’JDUS’
TRULY
\ GLORIOUS/

SUCH IS THE
FATE OF ALL
WHOMEEPPOSE

THERE IS THE
SMALL MATTER OF
YOUR TRAITOROUS

BRETHREN--

CORRECT.
WE STILL HAVE
BUSINESS TO
CONDUCT, YOU

AND I...

THE REMAINING
WEAPONS USERS.

I DID NOT kNOW
THEIR NUMBER OR
WHEREABOUTS BEFORE.
BUT NOW THAT I AM
THE PENITENT MIND,
LOCATING THEM WILL BE
SIMPLICITY ITSELF.




YOU KNOW WHAT ¥ )
. YOU CAN'T
KIND OF POWER YOU'RE
UNLEASHING, IF YOU CONTROL IT,

Tiiss NO ONE CAN/

oh, I
ASSIUR.E You,

| —,

CAN

I SENSE FOUR
ON ‘THIS CONTINENT.
LET US SEE IF YOU WERE
PRUDENT ENOUGH TO HAVE 4
THE BOY CLEANSE THEIR = 7= | —

METAL, AS WELL ’
| AR LET US FACE THE

DESTRUCTION OF ALL
YOU HOLD DEAR WITH
SOME DIGNITY ...

“SO THERE I WAS, MORE
AFRAID THAN I'VE EVER
BEEN IN MY LIFE.

“IT WAS ALMOST

LIKE A DIFFERENT BRAIN I
SLABS OF BEEF. DIDN'T KNOW I HAD WENT [~
MY TONGUE WAS — AND SUDDENLY KICKED ON,

A PUMICE STONE. OR LIKE SOMEBODY WAS
MY BRAIN HAD @ CONTROLLING ME FROM

MY LEGS WERE

COMPLETELY THE OUTSIDE.

SHUT DOWN. -
| [

“WHATEVER THE CASE, | ———
| I DON'T REMEMBER

-ONLY SOMETHING | THINKING IT THROUGH.

| BUT I REMEMBER HEARING
WEIRD HAPPENED, / AND SEEING MYSELF
JUST THEN. M / DOING THIS--

/" IDONT KNOW.
! I DON'T KNOW ANYTHING.
WE'RE GONNA DIE/

kNOCK IT OFFf

psstf
GIBSON/

REMEMBER  \
HIS BOWZ YOU 1
COULD SEE ITS |
MOLECULAR |
STRUCTURE,

_ RIGHTZ __#

s WE'RE GONNA DIES 4

———— -

YOU'RE LINKED IN TO\“

ALL THIS SHIP'S METAL.
THINK YOU CAN FIND ITZ

[ LISTEN,
DO YOU REMEMBER
WHAT REX'S BOW
LOOKED LIKEZ




HOW DO %
YOU kKNOW?
LOT OF METAL ows s O |
WHAT ARE
! ON THIS SHIP, PROFESSOR YOU--STUPID?
THIRSTY. - 1 AT ACMU, AND 2 REMEMBER THE
HE SAYS = ¢ COLLARS? WE
MOLECULAR GET HURT WHEN
WE USE OUR

Y YEAH, BUT
| ! REX'S BOW HAS
\ "BEEN PURIFIED.

IT SHOULD
1 STAND OUT |
FROM THE |
REST.

MY POWERS 4 | . - THEN MAKE
ARE LINKED TO i 7 IT FAST. FIND THE
YOUR COLLAR, 1 BOW AND TURN ALL
RIGHT? THE METAL AROQUND IT
INTC LEAD, OR SOME
OTHER EARTH
TO BE LINKED TO :
GIBSON, AND HIS
POWEE‘S TO

’

| FH, TR

; HIRSTY. DON'T §
PAINTL.:{RFSE_?;lom, ! MAKE ME DO IT.

" REMEMBER

g AND THEN
! THE TETANUS
\ SHOTS. DON'T
v REMIND ME.




ONE OF THE

| UTILIZING HIS

ABILITIES IN AN

UNAUTHORIZED
MANNER/

Kul--KEEP-- YOUR COMPATRIOT
KEEP LOOKING! IS NEARER TO DEATH

YOou--
CEASE AND

=~ 4 .
. 2 _
\ (1 | )
it =
m BAD UNDER | /%
™ S N Gy

AT

IT. THIRSTY.
HANG IN
THERE/!

YOU PERMIT W\
ME NO OTHER I
RECOURSE BUT
TO ACTIVATE
YOUR COLLA--







4
_ A,fml'llmml”ﬂl“‘||'



— g

THE VICTOR COF
e THIS LITTLE MELEE WILL
[ - ] ASSUREDLY BE THE WORSE
HEH HEH HEH... & FOR THE WEAR--AN EASY
THAT'S RI&HT—;{ER T T!

WHILE I
RETRIEVE A DAINTY -
I COMMISSIONED e o~ HICHEVE
DICk TO CONCOCT { WAY THE WIND
FOR JUST SUCH A A BLOWS, I WIN/
OPPORTUNITY! i ’ )

et













LIKE TERMITES
THEY ARE!

[ele]o)]
THING I BRUNG MY
INDUSTRIAL-SIZED | [/|
CAN OF PESTICIDE. ;=
- )

LET ME SURPRISINGLY -
FALL, OPAL. HONORABLE NOTION, |
THE BOYS-- GAELIN, BUT I'VE A

b
=




I GIVE TEN
TO ONE THEY
HIT BOTTOM In
LESS'N SIX
SECONDS. =28

e
e

T
OVFORTH/5 .~

NG




SHOOTING,
ROSEMARY.

THEM WAS
THE HORNS
ANNCUNCIN
THE ARRIVAL

OF THE AIR
CAVALRY!

YO, DUDES/

R
GUESS WHAT? f S x




READY FOR
INYTHING!




FOR YEARS I HAVE
TOLERATED PLAYING
THE SYCOPHANT TO YOUR
STRUTTING, OVERBEARING,
PSEUDO-HEINOUSNESS/
[{ LITTLE DID YOU knOW THAT J |
I WAS BIDING MY TIME j
UNTIL T COULD SWOOP
IN AND TAKE--




v ° “"'d
PERMIT ME
TO ACQUAINT [

YOU WITH ONE OF ==X | : THINK FAST,
THE FIRST RULE: i X THIRSTY/
OF BARGAINING-- . ) e

CooL IT,
—| KIDS, GET

‘ OUTTA-- [
h HG! i
NI

EVER MAKE DEMANDS
OF THE PARTY WITH ALL
OF THE LEVERALE.
\ STAND DOWN.

MAYBE NOT,
BUT AT LEAST

CLEANSE YOUR
METAL/






| THAT IF HE \ e ¥ AFTER ALL N
WAS CLEANSED | f THESE YEARS.
ITD REDEEM HIS | )\ OVER.  4E'S REALLY
ORIGINAL SELF... T \ GONE... 23

YOU BOYS
JUST SAVED
THE WORLD.

CHMAN
ITHOUGHTI
w AS}(&ON NA

SO, IS
SOMEONE ELSE
PILOTING THE SHIP
NOW, OR WHAT?



Bl THESE INTERFACE
THINGIES HOOK
USED/ ‘

YOU DUMB

KID/ HSETE N







) ‘ﬁég{é, SOK @b
NG heuion 4

I DON'T--
I DON'T THINK I
CAN Cﬁ_rfTROl

LET IT GO,
FOR CRYING
CouT LouD/

N THE SHIP'S
' (ONNA CRASH!
LET'S GET




WHAT OF THE :
CHILDREN? LOOk No
@ 4Micos;

MY FLIGHT
HARNESS CAN
CARRY A COUPLE
\ "~ OF YOU--

G T""//f : FA

C \
2 CANNOT CARRY §
US ALL TO
SAFETY/ woa
g s




BUT IF HE
SO MUCH AS
TWITCHES IN A
WAY YOU DON'T

CGH-lhukh - -
COLLABORATION
IS MY SHIBBOLETH,

GENTLE

b
ALLY! =
(. _

-




/i " .cooh...
il ME HURT ON
f HEAD...




.HOW LONG N ~
UNTIL YOUR YOU HAVE
WON FOR NOW,
DEVICE IS UP | BUT I WILL BE
AND RUNNING? \_ AVENGED/ TAKE HEED, Y
ALL OF You/

SHAKES,
BIG GQUY.




{_caN YOU MAKE \ £
THE REST OF THE WE DID 1T,
GAUZE HOLD HiM, |\ LIL™ PARDS!
h,  GAELINE ~ AH RECKON Y'ALL
WANNA BE FULL-TIME
HEROES FROM NOW ON/

/_REXDID | |/ 8uT nosoDy
i MOST OF IT. WE f— WOULD'VE GOTTEN INTO |}
| "SosTrep ) (| THIS MESS IF IT WASN'T

"\ OuR PANTS. / I B~ forus. 4

/ WHADDA \
YOU--IT'S

DID STOP AN : BUT \
ANCIENT SUPER- | [f [ HE COULDN'T
 VILLAIN... A W | HAVE DONE IT |

: =y e  WITHOUT US! / o

DON'T START PLAYING
THAT CAME, QUYS. IT'S
A BIG WASTE CF TIME.

THE SWORD USERD
BEEN AROUND AN’ CAUSING |
TROUBLE LONL BEFORE
YOU CAME ALONG.

" BUT THAT'S NOT
IMPORTANT.

BOTTOM LINE IS,
ONCE YOU GOT INVOLVED
TOU DID SOMETHIN' ABOUT
IT, 'STEADA ROLLING OVER
AW’ PLAYING DEAD.




TEAH,

YOU SAID

SOMETHING EI-JKETTHHT

BACK AT H

ABOUT Wit HAPPENS TO '
\  YOU: IT'S ABOUT WHAT
YOU DO. -

YEAH, YEAH

BE NICE TO PEOPLE

AND DON'T T

OR WORDS T
EFFECT.

ELL LIES,
O THAT }

where Hhe |
hell are My
smakes?

HOW ABOUT

“THIRSTY AND THE )

TWO IDIOTS?2"

COOD NEWS, REX/ N —
I JUST GOT IN TOUCH . T

WITH THE MNSA. THEY'RE
\ aoT '4 / whit happens to

SENDING A PLANE/
= you! it's sbout

whit you dof

L/ SO, GUYS--
( WHAT DO WE CALL
OUR NEW SUPER-

HOOK CALLED VS I

“THE FRONT"...

———

SOUNDS KINDA
VAGUE...I DUNNO,
I'M SURE WE'LL COME
UP WITH SOMETHING
BETTER LATER ON...




IF YOU ENJOYED THIS COMIC
(REALLY ENJOYED IT)
MAYBE YOU'LL WANT TO PURCHASE THE PRINT EDITION/

YOU CAN ORDER YOUR OWN COPY AT
INDYPLANET.COM

THANKS FOR READING/ MORE OF MY COMICS CAN BE
FOUND (FOR FREE) AT COMICSAREGREAT.COM



http://www.indyplanet.com/store/product_info.php?products_id=2993
http://comicsaregreat.com

